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FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  ART  JURY. 


To  THE  Honorable  Rudolph  Blankenburg, 
Mayor  of  Philadelphia.  . 

Sir: — ^In  accordance  with  the  Act  of  Assembly 
of  May  25,  1907,  P.  L.,  249,  which  provides 
that  the  Art  Jury  "shall  make  to  the  Mayor, 
amiually,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  Feb- 
ruary, a  report  of  its  proceedings  during  the 
preceding  year,"  I  havQ  the  honor  to  present 
a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Art  Jury  of 
Philadelphia  since  its  appointment  on  October 
7,  1911,  by  the  Honorable  John  E.  Reybum, 
Mayor. 

The  members  of  the  Jury,  together  with  their 
terms  of  service  from  the  first  Monday  of  April, 
1911,  are:— 

George  D.  Widener  arid  Paul  P.  Cret,  four 
years. 

Hugh  H.  Breckenridge  and  Leslie  W.  Miller, 
three  years. 

Edward  T.  Stotesbury  and  Charles  Custis 
Harrison,  two  years. 

Eli  Kirk  Price  and  Charles  Grafly,  one  year. 

At  its  first  meeting,  called  by  the  Mayor,  on 
November  10,  1911,  the  Jury  organized  by  the 
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selection  of  Charles  Custis  Harrison  as  Presi- 
dent and  Leslie  W.  Miller  as  Secretary,  and,  in 
accordance  with  the  ordinance  of  Councils  of 
December  1,  1911,  the  Mayor,  at  the  unanimous 
request  of  the  Jury,  subsequently  appointed 
Andrew  Wright  Crawford  Chief  Clerk  with  the 
title  of  Assistant  Secretary,  at  a  salary  fixed  by 
the  ordinance  at  the  rate  of  $3600  per  annum. 

The  appointment  of  the  members  of  the  Jury 
and  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  was  duly  con- 
firmed by  Select  Council. 

As  provided  by  law,  the  approval  of  the  Jury 
is  required  before  any  work  of  art  may  become 
the  property  of  the  City  by  purchase,  gift  or 
otherwise,  and  this  approval  covers  the  loca- 
tion of  the  work  of  art  as  well  as  the  work  itself. 
The  Jury  can  be  of  greater  service  to  the  City, 
however,  if  the  designs  for  all  pubhc  and  semi- 
public  structures,  such  as  buildings,  bridges, 
street  fixtures  and  plans  for  public  grounds, 
parks,  parkways  and  playgroimds,  are  also  sub- 
mitted to  it  by  the  several  Departments  of  the 
City  Government,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  report 
that  hearty  co-operation  has  been  promised  by 
all  branches  of  your  administration  in  these 
respects. 

During  the  period  of  less  than  three  months, 
since  the  Jury  has  been  organized,  ten  submis- 
sions have  been  made  to  it.    Six  of  them  cover 
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designs,  the  estimated  total  cost  of  which  is 
$480,000.  The  figtires  for  the  others  are  not 
now  available.  Of  the  ten  subjects  submitted, 
six  have  been  approved  with  modifications  sug- 
gested to  and  accepted  by  the  Departments 
making  the  submissions,  two  have  been  tem- 
porarily withdrawn  and  two  are  still  tmder 
consideration  by  the  Jury. 

Submission  No.  1,  covering  the  designs  for  a 
combination  Police  and  Fire  Station  and  Garage, 
to  be  erected  at  Fifty-fifth  and  Pine  Streets, 
was  made  by  Director  Porter  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Safety.  Chief  Eisenhower  of  the 
Bureau  of  City  Property  estimated  the  cost  of 
the  buildings  at  $130,000.  Certain  changes 
were  recommended  to  the  architect  and  adopted 
by  him  with  a  resulting  estimated  saving  in 
cost  to  the  City  as  well  as  improvement  in  the 
appearance  of  the  buildings.  The  buildings 
were  also  relocated  in  a  way  to  secxire  grass 
plots  six  feet  wide  between  them  and  the  side- 
walks along  the  entire  length  of  both  street 
fronts.    The  designs  were  then  approved. 

Submissions  Nos.  2,  3  and  6,  covering  the 
designs  for  and  locations  of  a  laboratory  and 
two  ward  buildings  for  the  new  Hospital  for 
Contagious  Diseases  and  the  location  of  the 
main  entrance  to  the  grounds,  were  made  by 
Dr.  Neff ,  Director  of  the  Department  of  Health 
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and  Charities,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Vogelson,  Chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Health.  The  designs  have  been  ap- 
proved and  the  locations  have  been  determined. 

Submission  No.  4,  covering  the  designs  for 
and  locations  of  two  buildings  for  the  better 
class  of  feeble  minded  and  one  building  for 
idiots,  was  also  made  by  Director  Neff  and  Chief 
Laughlin  of  the  Bureau  of  Charities.  No  build- 
ings have  yet  been  erected  on  the  tract  of  land 
secured  for  this  purpose,  which  contains  over 
100  acres.  The  entire  situation  was  therefore 
studied  with  a  view  to  the  proper  future  develop- 
ment of  the  property  and,  after  the  designs  for 
the  buildings  had  been  approved  with  slight 
modifications,  their  location  was  determined,  so 
as  to  secxire  the  best  grouping  of  the  present  and 
future  structures,  while  preserving,  so  far  as 
possible,  the  notable  trees  and  other  natural 
advantages  of  the  property. 

Submission  No.  5,  covering  the  plans  for  the 
development  of  League  Island  Park  and  the 
Southern  Plaza,  was  made  by  Director  Porter  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Safety  and  Chief 
Eisenhower  of  the  Bureau  of  City  Property, 
This  matter  is  still  pending. 

(For  Submission  No.  6,  see  Submission  No.  2, 
supra.) 

Submission  No.  7,  covering  the  designs  for 
the  widening  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  bridge 
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across  Broad  Street  at  the  North  Philadelphia 
Station,  was  made  by  Director  Cooke  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  and  Chief  Web- 
ster of  the  Bureau  of  Surveys.  The  designs 
have  been  temporarily  withdrawn. 

Submission  No.  8,  covering  the  design  and 
location  of  a  water  tower  at  the  Philadelphia 
General  Hospital,  was  made  by  Director  Neff 
of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Charities. 
The  design  has  been  approved  with  certain  mod- 
ifications and  the  location  has  been  determined. 

Submission  No.  9,  covering  standard  designs 
for  lamp  posts  and  lanterns  to  be  erected  by 
the  United  Gas  Improvement  Company,  has 
been  made  by  that  Company  at  the  suggestion 
of  Director  Cooke  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Works.    This  matter  is  still  pending. 

Submission  No.  10,  covering  the  design  for 
the  improvement  of  the  triangle,  bounded  by 
Passyunk  Avenue,  Snyder  Avenue  and  Seven- 
teenth Street,  including  the  erection  of  a  flag- 
staff and  cannon  thereon  by  the  John  F.  Rey- 
nolds Post  No.  71,  G.  A.  R.,  was  made,  but 
has  since  been  temporarily  withdrawn. 

In  regard  to  the  submissions  that  have  been 
acted  upon,  it  may  be  noted  that  in  almost 
every  case  substantial  reductions  in  cost  will 
result  from  the  carrying  out  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Jury.    The  only  case  involving  an 
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increase  in  cost,  if  the  recommendations  of 
the  Jury  are  accepted,  is  that  of  Submission 
No.  8,  covering  the  water  tower  for  the  Phila- 
delphia General  Hospital,  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  which,  approved  by  the  Jury,  is  ap- 
pended hereto. 

It  is  the  hope  of  the  Art  Jury,  that  it  will  be 
able  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  all  the  different 
departments  of  the  County  and  National  Gov- 
ernments as  well  as  that  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, so  that  each  structure  erected  by  public 
funds  will  enhance  the  value  and  appearance  of 
other  similar  structures.  The  proper  grouping 
of  public  buildings  results  in  a  total  of  attract- 
iveness, which  is  far  greater  than  the  sum  of 
its  individual  parts.  Such  grouping  occasionally 
reqtiires  greater  expense,  more  foresight  or  mod- 
erate delays,  but,  as  public  buildings  are  put 
up  to  last  for  many  years,  these  objections,  if 
objections  they  are,  are  more  than  offset  by  the 
advantages  of  the  broader  scheme. 

By  the  terms  of  the  Act  creating  it,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Jury  serve  without  compensation. 
Cotmcils  appropriated  for  1911  a  sum  at  the  rate 
of  $9000  per  annum  for  the  expenses  of  the  Jtuy. 
These  expenses  include  the  salaries  of  its  subordi- 
nate officials,  including  that  of  its  Assistant 
Secretary,  who  must  in  the  natxire  of  the  case  be 
an  expert.    Already  much  more  than  an  annual 
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appropriation  of  $9000  has  been  saved  to  the  City 
by  the  reductions  in  cost  effected  by  the  accept- 
ance by  the  several  Departments  of  the  modifica- 
tions in  the  plans  suggested  by  the  Jury.  This 
saving  is  estimated  to  be  more  than  $41,000.  The 
Art  Jury  has  requested  Coimcils  to  make  the 
same  appropriation  for  1912  as  that  voted  by 
them  for  1911. 

On  behalf  of  the  Art  Jury. 

Chas.  C.  Harrison, 

President. 

Philadelphia,  February  5,  1912. 
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APPENDIX. 

The  importance  of  the  function  of  the  Jury- 
in  passing  upon  the  location  of  buildings  and 
other  structures  that  may  be  submitted  to  it  is 
illustrated  by  Submission  No.  8,  which  covers 
the  design  and  location  of  a  water  tower  for 
the  Philadelphia  General  Hospital.  This  struc- 
ture, including  its  paraphernalia,  is  to  cost  only 
$15,000,  a  small  sum  compared  with  the  amount 
required  for  other  structures  erected  by  the 
City;  yet  the  effect  of  the  tower  upon  the  ap- 
pearance of  one  section  of  the  City  will  be  of 
vital  importance.  The  report  of  the  Committee, 
accepted  and  adopted  by  the  Jury,  was  as  fol- 
lows:— 

''The  Committee  regards  the  location  of  the 
tower  as  especially  important  because  owing  to 
its  height,  which  will  be  90  feet,  the  tower  will 
dominate  the  appearance  of  the  grounds  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  especially  of 
Hamilton  Walk.  The  University  has  improved 
this  walk  so  that  it  is  a  parkline  public  footway 
extending  through  the  University  groimds  from 
39th  Street  to  and  beyond  34th  Street.  When 
the  central  section  of  the  University  Museums 
is  erected  its  dome  will  end  the  vista  of  the 
Walk.  The  University  has  determined  to  sacri- 
fice some  buildings  at  the  back  of  the  University 
Hospital  in  order  further  to  accentuate  this 
character  of  Hamilton  Walk  by  widening  it,  the 
extra  space  making  room  for  additional  planting. 
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''Shotdd  the  tower  be  located  where  it  has 
been  suggested,  immediately  Southwest  of  the 
Almshouse  laundry  and  just  south  of  the  eastern 
end  of  the  medical  laboratories  of  the  University, 
it  would  be  in  an  especially  conspicuous  position. 

"The  Committee  recommend  that  the  Tower 
be  placed  immediately  next  to  University  Avenue 
northwest  or  southeast  of  the  southwestemmost 
Isolation  building.  Before  doing  so,  the  exact 
line  of  University  Avenue  as  it  is  proposed  to  be 
opened,  should  be  ascertained.  It  will  here  be 
screened  to  an  extent  by  the  trees  of  the  Botan- 
ical Gardens  and  Woodlands  Cemetery  and  hence 
be  less  objectionable. 

"The  design  of  the  Tower  would  be  improved 
if  it  were  encased  with  brick  covered  with 
stucco,  like  the  other  Municipal  buildings,  the 
tank  itself  encased  by  a  shingle  covering  and 
the  roof  made  of  shingles  instead  of  corrugated 
galvanized  iron.  This  should  be  done,  if  possible, 
no  matter  where  the  tower  is  located. 

"The  Conmiittee  emphasizes  the  location 
which  it  has  proposed  if  it  is  absolutley  neces- 
sary to  build  the  tower  of  open  work  steel.  The 
Coirunittee  recognizes  that  owing  to  the  amount 
of  the  appropriation  being  but  $15,000  for  the 
tower  and  tank,  including  the  engine,  piping 
mains  and  connections,  this  may  be  necessary. 
It  recommends  this  location  anyway  even  if  an 
improved  structure  such  as  has  been  suggested 
be  erected,  and  reports  that  in  its  judgment  the 
Tower  will  so  affect  the  appearance  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  city  that  the  necessary  money  for 
the  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  the  tower 
should  be  secured  by  Councilmanic  action." 
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Submission  No.  35 

Existing  railroad  bridge  across  Spring  Garden  Street. 
An  exact  duplicate  to  carry  two  more  tracks  had 
been  authorized,  before  the  design  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Art  Jury. 


Submission  No.  35 
The  approved  design  for  the  Spring  Garden  Street  bridge. 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  ART  JURY 


To  THE  Honourable  Rudolph  Blankenburg, 
Mayor  of  Philadelphli: 

Sir: — ^In  accordance  with  the  Act  of  Assembly 
of  May  25, 1907,  P.  L.,  249,  which  provides  that  the 
Art  Jurj^  "shall  make  to  the  Mayor,  annually,  on 
or  before  the  first  Monday  of  February,  a  report 
of  its  Proceedings  during  the  preceding  year," 
I  have  the  honour  to  present  a  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Art  Jury  of  Philadelphia  during 
the  calendar  year  1912. 

The  membership  of  the  Jury  was  changed  during 
the  year  owing  to  the  sinking  of  the  "Titanic,'' 
by  which  the  late  George  D.  Widener  lost  his  life. 
At  its  stated  meeting  on  April  26,  1912,  the  Art 
Jury  adopted  the  following  Minute: 

"His  fellow  members  of  the  Art  Jury  of  Phila- 
delphia here  record  their  sense  of  the  loss  which 
this  body,  and  the  city  itself  which  he  loved  and 
served  so  well,  have  sustained  in  the  untimely 
death  of  George  D.  Widener. 

"EflScient  and  faithful,  zealous  and  consci- 
entious in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  he  enjoyed 
the  confidence  and  earned  the  approval  of  those 
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best  able  to  understand  and  appreciate  the 
nature  and  extent  of  his  unselfish  service,  as  he 
endeared  himself  to  his  associates  by  his  unfail- 
ing courtesy  and  gracious  consideration  for  those 
with  whom  he  worked. 

"He  was  a  man  of  noble  aims,  of  distinguished 
ability,  and  of  sterling  integrity*  His  death  was 
as  heroic  as  it  was  tragic,  and  while  we  sorrow 
for  his  loss  we  rejoice  to  remember  that  having 
served  his  day  and  generation  well,  he  died  as 
bravely  and  devotedly  as  he  had  always  lived." 

The  Mayor  appointed  Mr.  Joseph  E.  Widener 
a  member  of  the  Jury  in  place  of  Mr.  George  D. 
Widener,  and  the  appointment  was  duly  confirmed 
by  Select  Council. 

Eli  Kirk  Price,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  Fairmount 
Park  Commission,  and  Mr.  Charles  Grafly,  sculp- 
tor, the  terms  of  whose  original  appointments 
expired  the  first  Monday  of  April,  1912,  were  re- 
appointed by  the  Mayor,  for  the  full  terms  of  four 
years,  and  their  appointments  were  duly  confirmed 
by  Select  Council. 

The  members  of  the  Art  Jury,  together  with 
their  terms  of  oflSce,  are  as  follows: 

The  Honorable  Rudolph  Blankenburg,  ex  oflSicio. 
Charles  Custis  Harrison  and  Edward  T,  Stotes- 
bury;  terms  expire  the  first  Monday  of  April, 


Hugh  H.  Breckenridge,  painter,  and  Leslie  W. 
Miller;  terms  expire  the  first  Monday  of 
April,  1914. 
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Paul  P.  Cret,  architect,  and  Joseph  E.  Widener; 
terms  expire  the  first  Monday  of  April,  1915. 

Charles  Grafly,  sculptor,  and  Eli  Kirk  Price,  a 
Commissioner  of  Fairmount  Park;  terms  ex- 
pire the  first  Monday  of  April,  1916- 

The  officers  of  the  Art  Jury  during  the  past  year 
were: 

Charles  Custis  Harrison,  President, 

Leslie  W.  Miller,  Secretary, 

Andrew  Wright  Crawford,  Assistant  Secretary. 

The  opportunities  of  the  Art  Jury's  service  to 
the  city  have  been  greatly  furthered  by  the  volun- 
tary submission,  by  the  officials  of  your  administra- 
tion, of  designs  of  public  and  semi-public  structures 
of  various  kinds,  referred  to  hereafter  in  this  report. 
It  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  report  that  the 
hearty  co-operation  noted  in  our  first  report  as 
having  been  promised  by  all  branches  of  your  ad- 
ministration has  been  fully  realized. 

The  Art  Jury,  as  a  department  of  the  city 
government,  organized  under  legislative  authority, 
besides  being  required  to  pass  upon  all  works  of 
art  to  be  acquired  by  the  city,  may  have  referred 
to  it  matters  affecting  the  appearance  of  the  city, 
and  the  plans  of  any  construction,  which  the  city 
can  control  directly  or  indirectly.  Should  the 
city  own  property  which  it  proposes  to  sell  with 
restrictions,  it  is  proper  for  the  city,  without  further 
legislative  sanction,  to  provide  as  one  of  the  re- 
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strictions  that  the  plans  for  the  construction  or 
alteration  of  any  buildings  to  be  erected  upon  the 
property  shall  be  approved  by  the  Art  Jury.  It 
is  a  pleasure  to  record,  in  this  connection,  that 
during  the  past  year  this  extension  of  the  service- 
ableness  of  the  Art  Jury  was  provided  for  in  an 
ordinance  of  Councils,  which  was  duly  passed  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  authorizing  the  sale  by  the 
city,  of  a  lot  of  ground  fronting  on  the  Fairmount 
Parkway. 

During  the  calendar  year  1912,  sixty-seven 
submissions  were  made  to  or  considered  by  the 
Jury.  The  cost  of  the  structures  covered  by  such 
submissions  is  in  most  cases  capable  of  approxi- 
mate estimate  before  the  structures  are  begun, 
and  of  exact  statement  after  the  structures  are 
completed.  In  the  case  of  some  submissions, 
however,  it  is  impossible  to  state  their  value  in 
figures.  An  instance  of  this  kind  is  that  of  Sub- 
mission No.  9,  referred  to  in  our  First  Annual  Re- 
port, which  concerns  standard  designs  for  lamp- 
posts and  lanterns  to  be  erected  by  the  United 
Gas  Improvement  Company.  During  the  year 
this  matter  has  been  under  consideration  and  the 
admirable  examples  of  other  cities — notably  those 
of  Washington  and  Baltimore — have  been  secured 
for  comparison. 

Again,  certain  submissions  of  types  of  fixtures 
have  been  made  to  the  Jury.  Submissions  17-A, 
and  21  to  28,  covering  typical  designs  of  over- 
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hanging  signs,  a  subject  referred  to  hereafter  fully, 
and  No.  60,  a  typical  arrangement  for  attaching 
flags  to  buildings,  are  examples  of  submissions, 
the  value  of  which  cannot  be  estimated  in  dollars 
and  cents.  The  cost  of  an  individual  sign  or  of 
an  individual  arrangement  for  placing  flags  on 
one  building  could,  of  course,  be  stated  accurately; 
but,  as  the  submissions  were  made  as  submissions 
of  types  and  not  of  individual  cases,  no  estimate 
accompanied  them. 

The  total  cost  of  forty-five  of  the 
sixty-seven  submissions  made  or 
considered  during  the  year,  the 
total  cost  as  estimated  by  the  De- 
partments or  Bureaus  making  the 
submissions,  or  as  shown  by  con- 
tracts, was  $9,132,819.00 

The  total  cost  of  maintaining  the 
Art  Jurj'^  during  the  year,  including 
equipment  and  other  expenses  of 
the  initiation  of  a  new  Department, 
w^as  $3,933.58 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  the  relative  impor- 
tance of  the  different  submissions,  a  list  of  which 
is  attached  to  this  report.  Without  attempting 
to  do  so,  we  refer  to  different  classes  and  mention 
certain  important  examples  of  each  class. 

The  designs  of  twenty  bridges  were  covered  by 
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nineteen  submissions.  Owing  to  the  importance 
of  the  location  of  some  of  these  bridges,  their  effect 
upon  the  appearance  of  the  city  will  be  great. 

The  Broad  Street  Bridge  of  the  Pennsyl- 


Very  careful  consideration  was  given  to  the  de- 
sign of  the  new  bridge  to  be  erected  by  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad  Company  over  Broad  Street,  at 
the  North  Philadelphia  Station.  The  width  of 
Broad  Street  is  113  feet  and  it  is  crossed  obliquely 
by  the  railroad,  so  that  the  linear  measurement  of 
the  span  as  it  crosses  Broad  Street  is  141  feet. 
The  bridge  covers  in  width,  north  and  south,  along 
Broad  Street,  170  feet.  The  clearance,  that  is,  the 
space  from  the  pavement  to  the  lowest  portion  of 
the  span,  will  be  less  than  17  feet.  It  was  found 
impracticable  either  to  raise  the  bridge  or  to  lower 
the  street.  Under  these  physical  conditions,  the 
result  cannot  be  entirely  satisfactory.  The  design 
originally  submitted  provided  for  a  steel  exposed 
plate  girder,  like  the  one  that  carries  the  overhead 
freight  line  across  Market  Street  near  Thirtieth 
Street.  A  number  of  revised  designs  were  sub- 
sequently submitted,  and  the  final  design,  showing 
a  concrete-faced  bridge,  a  reproduction  of  which 
accompanies  this  report,  was  approved. 

Much  more  satisfactory,  because  the  conditions 
were  more  favourable,  were  the  final  designs, 
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covered  by  two  submissions,  of  three  bridges  to 
be  built  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  as 
follows : — 

The  bridge  across  the  Schuylkill  River,  above 
Girard  Avenue. 

The  bridge  across  Lansdowne  Drive. 

The  bridge  across  Girard  Avenue. 

These  bridges  will  accommodate  four,  instead  of 
two,  tracks  as  heretofore. 

The  Bridge  Over  the  Schuylkill  River 
The  existing  bridge  across  the  Schuylkill  will  not 
be  disturbed  at  the  present  time — until  the  life  of 
the  trusses  now  in  place  is  ended.  The  new  bridge 
will  be  immediately  north  of  the  present  bridge, 
and,  when  the  existing  bridge  is  rebuilt,  its  design 
will  doubtless  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  new 
bridge.  The  new  bridge  will  have  two  main  spans, 
consisting  of  stone  arches,  each  103  feet  in  length. 
The  dimensions  of  the  other  spans  are  set  forth  in  a 
print  accompanying  this  report.  These  two  stone 
arches  will  take  the  place  occupied  in  the  present 
bridge  by  a  steel  truss  girder.  The  existing  truss 
bridge  will  be  next  to  Girard  Avenue,  so  that  the 
full  effect  of  the  new  bridge  will  not  be  apparent 
from  the  south,  until  the  existing  bridge  is  rebuilt. 
The  revised  design  has  been  approved. 

The  Bridge  Over  Lansdowne  Drive 
The  widening  of  the  railroad  bridge  necessitated 
the  closing  of  one  of  the  five  arches  of  the  Lans- 
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downe  Drive  bridge.  The  four  remaining  arches 
would  have  been  extended  to  more  than  double 
their  former  width,  as  measured  at  right  angles 
to  the  tracks,  making  dark,  narrow  and  hence 
dangerous  tunnels  at  the  most  important  entrance 
to  West  Fairmount  Park.  At  the  suggestion  of 
the  Jury,  the  original  design  was  revised  to  pro- 
vide for  two  concrete,  elliptical  arches,  as  shown 
in  the  plan.    The  revised  design  was  approved. 

The  Bridge  Over  Girard  Avenue 
A  concrete-faced  steel  bridge  is  also  to  be 
erected  to  carry  the  railroad  over  Girard  Avenue, 
a  revised  design  of  which  has  been  approved. 

These  three  bridges  will  form  one  continuous 
viaduct,  1280  feet  in  length,  and  will  constitute 
one  of  the  notable  engineering  features  of  the  city. 

The  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railway 
Bridge  Over  Spring  Garden  Street 

Another  satisfactory  result  is  that  secured  by 
the  Jury's  action  on  Submission  No.  35,  viz.: 
The  design  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Rail- 
way Company's  bridge  across  Spring  Garden 
Street  at  Ninth  Street.  The  Railway  Company, 
in  order  to  increase  the  number  of  its  tracks,  had 
received  authority  to  duplicate  the  existing  bridge 
across  Spring  Garden  Street,  a  photograph  of 
which  is  reproduced  as  the  frontispiece  of  this  re- 
port.   It  was  to  be  a  steel  truss  bridge.    As  the 
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Jury  was  not  prepared  to  approve  such  a  design, 
the  situation  was  restudied,  with  the  result  that 
not  only  is  the  new  bridge  to  be  utterly  differ- 
ent in  character,  but  even  the  old  bridge  is  to 
come  down. 

Instead  of  two  parallel  steel  trusses,  a  single 
three-arch  concrete  bridge  is  to  span  this  important 
thoroughfare  of  the  city.  The  approved  design 
is  reproduced  herewith.  We  consider  these  illus- 
trations a  sufficient  comment  upon  the  importance 
of  this  result. 

The  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railway 


Another  important  bridge,  where  the  diffi- 
culties were  not  dissimilar  from  those  of  the  Broad 
Street  bridge  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  but 
were  considerably  greater,  because  of  the  greater 
length  of  the  bridge,  is  the  bridge  of  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Reading  Railway  across  Broad  Street 
at  Logan  Station.  This  bridge  will  cross  three 
streets  at  this  point, — Broad  Street,  Lindley 
Avenue  and  Old  York  Road, — its  length  being 
about  270  feet.  The  clearance  above  the  pave- 
ment is  but  nineteen  feet.  The  design  was  not 
finally  passed  upon  during  the  year  1912. 

In  regard  to  these  bridges  we  record  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  the  engineering  departments  of 
the  railroad  companies  with  the  city. 
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Bridge  Over  Broad  Street 


The  Main  Building  of  the  Free  Library  of 


The  most  costly  building  that  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Art  Jury  is  that  covered  by  Submis- 
sion No.  16,  consisting  of  the  designs  for  the  Main 
Building  of  the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  to 
be  erected  on  the  Parkway  between  Nineteenth 
and  Tw^entieth  Streets,  north  of  Vine  Street. 
The  estimated  cost  of  the  building,  which  will 
cover  an  area  of  about  two  acres,  is  $3,500,000. 
It  will  accommodate  1,500,000  volumes. 

The  general  design  of  the  building  was  approved, 
the  details  to  be  submitted  later. 

Other  notable  buildings  passed  upon  by  the 
Jury  are:  The  Recreation  Building  for  Athletic 
Playground;  designs  of  buildings  for  the  Home  for 
the  Feeble-minded;  designs  for  Police  and  Fire 
Stations  and  for  several  building^  to  be  erected 
in  Fairmount  Park.  The  action  of  the  Jury  on 
the  plans  of  these  buildings  is  noted  in  the  accom- 
panying list  of  submissions. 


Designs  for  a  number  of  proposed  monuments 
and  memorial  fountains  have  been  submitted. 
The  necessity  of  presenting  to  the  Jurj^  a  design 
of  worthy  character  has  apparently  not  always 
been  appreciated.  In  the  case  of  some  of  the 
smaller  fountains  very  much  better  designs  could 
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easily  have  been  secured,  which  would  have  cost 
less  to  execute  than  those  shown  in  the  designs 
presented.  A  number  of  the  designs  submitted 
were  disapproved.  It  should  not  be  necessary  to 
say  that  the  disapproval  of  the  Jury  was  in  no 
case  based  upon  the  cost  of  the  proposed  struc- 
ture. A  monument  that  was  to  have  cost  $50,000 
was  disapproved,  as  well  as  a  small  fountain  that 
was  to  have  cost  $900;  while  the  design  of  another 
fountain,  to  cost  $400,  was  approved. 

Southern  Plaza,  Southern  Boulevard  and 
League  Island  Park 

The  plans  for  the  Southern  Plaza,  for  League 
Island  Park,  and  for  the  Southern  Boulevard, 
which  is  to  connect  the  two,  have  been  con- 
sidered at  a  number  of  meetings  of  a  committee  of 
the  Jury,  attended  by  Director  Cooke,  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Works,  and  Chief  Webster, 
of  the  Bureau  of  Surveys,  Chief  Connell,  of  the 
Bureau  of  Highways,  and  other  city  officials. 
The  plans  are  interesting,  but  have  not  yet  been 
approved.  Revised  designs  are  being  awaited. 
The  plans  for  the  development  of  the  Northeast 
Boulevard  are  being  considered  by  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

Byberry  Tract 
A  matter  of  importance  is  Submission  No. 
47,  which  covers  the  general  development  of 
the  Byberry  farms  for  the  care  of  the  insane 
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and  feeble-minded  wards  of  the  city.  This 
concerns  the  general  layout  of  the  area  contain- 
ing over  one  thousand  acres  and  the  general  lo- 
cation of  various  groups  of  buildings  and  the 
roadways  connecting  them,  leaving  the  precise 
locations  of  particular  buildings  in  individual 
groups  to  be  determined  hereafter.  The  Jury 
approved  the  general  locations  of  three  groups 
of  hospital  buildings,  the  Administration  Group, 
the  Power  Plant,  the  Railroad  Siding  leading  to 
the  Power  Plant,  the  Sewage  Disposal  Plant,  the 
locations  of  roads  connecting  these  groups  of  build- 
ings, and  the  precise  location  of  two  dormitories 
for  feeble-minded  women  of  child-bearing  age  and 
two  dormitories  for  low-grade  imbeciles,  reserving 
to  the  Jury  the  approval  of  the  precise  locations 
of  all  buildings  to  be  erected  on  the  tract,  plans 
for  which  have  not  yet  been  submitted. 

Makble  Fire  Stations  Disapproved 
Frequently  broad  considerations  of  fitness,  quite 
as  much  as  of  design,  have  determined  the  action 
of  the  Jury.  It  was  proposed  to  erect  a  fire  station 
to  be  constructed  of  marble.  The  Jury  disap- 
proved of  the  use  of  marble  for  a  fire  station,  as  a 
matter  of  principle,  quite  apart  from  the  design. 
It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  that  the  Department  of 
Public  Safety  adopted  the  suggestion  that  brick 
be  used  instead.  This  is  the  important  part  of 
the  matter,  but  the  recommendations  of  the  Jury 
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caused  some  saving  in  expense,  reported  as  $1070, 
according  to  the  figures  given  to  the  Department 
in  one  bid.  It  is  not  usual  that  exact  figures  of 
bidders  are  thus  obtainable;  it  was  possible  in  this 
case  because  the  Department  asked  for  bids  for 
marble  (included  in  the  printed  specifications  be- 
fore the  Art  Jury's  action)  and  also  for  brick. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Cost 
Generally,  the  result  of  the  Jury's  action  has 
been  to  decrease  cost.  The  Jury  has  not  sought 
either  decrease  or  increase  of  cost  as  a  main  ob- 
ject. That  the  cost  has  been  reduced  in  many 
cases  shows  that  good  taste  and  economy  are 
often  synonymous.  The  Jury  has  not  hesitated, 
when  necessary,  to  recommend  changes  which 
have  increased  the  cost.  While  no  definite  figures 
are  available,  it  is  the  belief  of  the  Jury  that 
the  total  cost  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
bridges  across  Broad  Street  and  across  the 
Schuylkill  River  and  Girard  Avenue  will  be 
greater  than  it  would  have  been  had  the  original 
plans  been  approved.  This  expense  is  to  be 
borne  by  the  Railroad  Company  and  not  by  the 
city,  but  the  Jury  would  have  made  the  same 
recommendations  had  the  city  been  at  the  expense 
of  the  construction  of  these  bridges.  It  is  stated 
by  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
Reading  Railway  Company,  that  the  three-arch 
concrete  bridge,  to  be  constructed  across  Spring 


Garden  Street,  instead  of  the  steel  truss  bridge, 
will  not  cost  more  than  the  steel  truss  bridge  would 
have  cost,  owing  to  the  great  weight  and  strength 
that  would  have  had  to  be  given  to  the  steel  truss 
bridge  to  span  a  street  120  feet  in  width. 

Frequently  small  savings  of  from  $100  to  $500 
have  been  calculated  roughly  as  the  result  of  the 
Jurj'^'s  disapproval  of  mere  ornament  tacked  on  to 
structures  of  various  kinds.  Inasmuch  as  the 
cost  of  such  decorations  is  often  trifling,  no  attempt 
has  been  made  to  sum  up  the  saving  to  the  city 
in  regard  to  them. 

Water-tower  for  Philadelphia  General 


As  an  example  of  the  entire  readiness  of  the  Jury 
to  recommend  an  increase  in  expense,  if  that  is 
found  desirable,  we  refer  to  a  matter  commented 
upon  in  our  last  report,  viz.,  the  design  and  loca- 
tion of  a  water-tower  for  the  Philadelphia  General 
Hospital.  The  water-tower  as  at  first  designed 
was  to  be  of  open-work  steel  construction  and  was 
to  be  located  at  a  point  where  it  would  have 
dominated  the  grounds  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  especially  of  Hamilton  Walk,  which 
the  University  has  improved  into  a  park-like  public 
footway  extending  through  the  University  grounds 
from  Thirty-fourth  Street  to  Thirty -ninth  Street. 
The  Jury  recommended  that  the  design  of  the 
tower  be  improved  by  encasing  the  tower  with 
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Submission  No.  8 
Original  design  for  Water  Tower  for  Blockley. 
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brick,  covered  with  stucco,  like  the  other  municipal 
buildings,  the  tank  itself  to  be  encased  by  a  shingle 
covering  and  the  roof  to  be  made  of  shingles  in- 
stead of  corrugated  galvanized  iron.  The  Jury 
recognized  that  its  recommendations  would,  in 
this  case,  cause  the  expenditure  of  somewhat  more 
money.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  Director 
NeflF,  of  the  Department  of  Public  Health  and 
Charities,  requested  a  larger  appropriation  ac- 
cordingly, in  order  to  carry  the  Art  Jury's  recom- 
mendations into  effect,  and  that  Councils  granted 
the  request.  We  present  herewith  a  photograph 
of  the  original  and  the  revised  drawings. 


An  important  matter  in  its  bearing  upon  the 
beauty  and  safety  of  the  streets  is  Submission 
No.  17,  covering  overhead  signs.  The  Jury  was 
asked  to  pass  upon  one  of  the  signs  as  a  type. 
Its  action  was  as  follows: 

"The  Art  Jury  has  carefully  considered  the 
subject  of  overhanging  signs,  whether  illumin- 
ated or  not,  and  has  investigated  the  practice 
in  New  York,  Boston,  Washington,  and  the 
principal  foreign  cities.  The  Jury  has  con- 
cluded that  the  advantages  of  such  signs  are 
greatly  overbalanced  by  their  disadvantages. 
The  danger  to  pedestrians  from  all  signs  project- 
ing over  the  sidewalk  is  one  that  cannot  be  ob- 
viated and  is  in  itself  a  sufficient  reason  for 
refusing  permission  for  their  erection. 

"While  illuminated  signs  add  somewhat  to 
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the  light  of  the  city  at  night,  this  additional 
light  is  better  distributed  by  signs  parallel  to 
the  fagades  of  the  buildings,  to  which  they 
can  be  securely  affixed,  against  the  walls.  A 
continuous  series  of  overhanging  signs  interferes 
with  the  light  of  the  street  in  the  day-time  and 
reduces  the  value  of  properties  fronting  on  the 
street  because  of  the  unattractiveness  in  the 
view  along  the  street  overhead.  This  detri- 
ment to  the  appearance  of  streets  is  becoming 
accentuated,  as  signs  are  projected  from  build- 
ing after  building,  not  only  from  the  lower,  but 
from  the  upper  floors  as  well,  while  one  sign 
cuts  oflF  the  view  of  others  and  so  diminishes 
the  value  of  this  method  of  advertising.  A  con- 
tinuation of  the  process  will  result  disastrously 
to  the  appearance  of  the  city  as  a  whole  and 
will  be  an  increasingly  serious  menace  to  the 
lives  and  limbs  of  the  people  who  use  the  side- 
walks, as  the  signs  become  older  and  their  sup- 
ports rust  or  become  otherwise  weakened. 

"The  Jury  therefore  recommends  to  the  Chief 
of  the  Electrical  Bureau  and  the  Department 
of  Public  Safety  that  all  further  permits  for  the 
erection  of  signs  projecting  over  the  sidewalk 
be  refused. 

"It  further  recommends  that  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible a  general  plan  shall  be  devised  for  the 
ultimate  removal  of  all  such  signs  already  erected 
and  for  the  future  restriction  of  all  private  signs 
to  those  closely  attached  to  the  walls  of  build- 
ings and  parallel  therewith." 

The  Department,  feeling  that  it  was  compelled, 
under  the  terms  of  a  city  ordinance,  to  grant  per- 
mission to  erect  signs,  thereupon  requested  the 
opinion  of  the  Jury  as  to  the  character  of  certain 
designs,  submitted  as  types.    In  accordance  with 
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the  request  the  Jury  acted  upon  these  designs  and 
gave  its  opinion  for  or  against  each  one  of  them, 
on  the  assumption  that  the  Director's  discretion 
in  regard  to  their  erection  was  limited  to  their 
character  and  precise  location  in  each  case,  and  it 
recommended  that,  if  they  were  to  be  erected  at 
all,  such  signs  should  be  restricted  in  size  and  in  the 
extent  to  which  they  might  be  permitted  to  over- 
hang the  sidewalk,  while  the  Jury  repeated  its 
recommendation  against  all  such  signs. 


The  attention  of  your  administration  is  re- 
quested to  the  following  suggestion:  The  loca- 
tion, not  only  of  works  of  art,  but  of  buildings 
of  all  kinds,  is  frequently  of  as  much  importance 
as  the  design  of  the  buildings  themselves.  We 
refer  not  only  to  the  location  of  a  particular  build- 
ing upon  the  individual  plot  acquired  for  it,  but 
to  the  selection  of  the  plot  itself  before  its  acqui- 
sition. 

Public  buildings  ought  to  be  located  if  possible 
in  juxtaposition  to  each  other  or  grouped  around 
a  plaza  or  park.  We  refer  to  the  buildings  con- 
tinually being  erected  by  the  city,  state  and  na- 
tion. Their  site  is  often,  indeed  generally,  selected 
without  any  reference  to  the  neighborhood  of  other 
public  buildings.  This  is  a  waste  of  opportunity. 
A  school  building  erected  one  block  away  from  a 
park,  when  it  might  have  been  erected  fronting 
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upon  the  park;  a  public  library  located  within 
four  or  jfive  hundred  feet  of  a  school  or  park, 
instead  of  next  to  the  one  and  facing  the  other, 
a  public  bath-house  placed  one  or  two  blocks 
away  from  other  public  buildings,  such  as  those 
named — are  examples  of  what  is  meant  by  this 
suggestion.  We  urge  upon  all  public  officials, 
whether  under  your  authority  or  outside  of  it, 
that,  before  governmental  action  is  taken  to  ac- 
quire the  sites  of  buildings  to  be  erected  hereafter 
in  the  city,  the  opinion  of  the  Jury  as  to  the  loca- 
tions suggested  be  obtained.  This  will  ultimately 
bring  about  that  appropriate  grouping  of  public 
buildings  which  is  being  sought  more  and  more 
intelligently  by  everj^  city  in  the  United  States, 
and  which  has  been  sought  and  already  secured 
by  many  European  cities.  Any  one  familiar  with 
the  public  squares  and  plazas  of  European  cities, 
surrounded  partly  or  wholly  by  public  and  semi- 
public  buildings,  will  readily  realize  that  the 
location  of  those  buildings  was  not  haphazard, 
but  was  determined  after  careful  thought  by  some 
authority. 

As  the  city  has  to  pay  anyway  for  the  sites  of 
public  buildings  of  all  kinds,  it  may  just  as  well 
pay  for  good  locations  as  for  poor  ones.  By 
"good"  we  do  not  mean  "costly,"  but  locations 
•  •  where  the  eflFect  of  the  appearance  of  one  building 
will  be  improved  by  that  of  its  neighbor,  instead 
of  being  injured  by  it.    We  refer  here  not  only  to 
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the  monumental  buildings  of  the  city,  but  quite 
as  much  to  the  smaller  buildings  of  the  city,  such 
as  those  for  the  purveyors  of  the  Bureau  of  Water, 
police  and  fire  stations,  branch  libraries,  etc. 
There  is  no  reason  why  groups  of  smaller  buildings 
may  not  be  equally  attractive  as,  and  frequently 
more  picturesque  than,  the  greater  and  more 
classic  groups  that  should  be  formed  by  the  larger 
buildings  of  the  city. 

We  repeat  the  statement  made  in  our  first 
Annual  Report: — 

"The  proper  grouping  of  public  buildings  results 
in  a  total  of  attractiveness,  which  is  far  greater 
than  the  sum  of  its  individual  parts.  Such 
grouping  occasionally  requires  greater  expense, 
more  foresight  or  moderate  delays,  but,  as  public 
buildings  are  put  up  to  last  for  many  years, 
these  objections,  if  objections  they  are,  are  more 
than  offset  by  the  advantages  of  the  broader 
scheme." 

If  the  opinion  of  the  Jury  were  sought  before  a 
department  requests  action  by  Councils;  or  before 
Councils  act  upon  the  request;  or  before  the  ordi- 
nance is  approved  by  your  Honor,  these  results 
would,  in  the  course  of  years,  be  sure  to  follow. 


The  work  of  the  Jury  is  essentially  critical,  but 
at  the  same  time  intended  to  be  helpful  in  char- 
acter.   With  regard  to  some  submissions,  no  criti- 
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cisms  are  required  and  the  designs  or  plans  are 
approved  as  submitted.  With  regard  to  others, 
minor  criticisms  are  made  and  it  is  suggested  that 
the  plans  be  revised  accordingly.  With  regard  to 
yet  others,  the  criticisms  concern  important  mat- 
ters, sometimes  requiring  almost  complete  re- 
study,  or  disapproval.  It  would  obviously  be  im- 
possible for  the  work  of  the  Jury  to  be  satisfactor- 
ily done  and  it  would  obviously  create  needless 
irritation,  if  minor  or  major  criticisms  were  made 
public.  If  the  sessions  of  the  Jury  were  public,  a 
mere  suggestion  might  be  regarded  as  criticism,  or 
a  minor  criticism  might  be  exaggerated  into  a 
major  criticism  or  a  condemnation.  For  these 
reasons  the  meetings  of  the  Jury  are  in  general  re- 
served for  confidential  discussion,  and  only  its 
final  action  on  matters  submitted  to  it  is  made 
public.  Moreover,  it  frequently  happens  that 
submissions  are  made  to  it,  either  formally  or  in- 
formally, by  a  Department  or  Bureau  which  pre- 
fers to  select  its  own  time  for  announcing  its  plans. 
It  may  therefore  occasionally  happen  that  no  pub- 
lication of  even  final  action  of  the  Art  Jury  upon 
a  plan  will  be  made  until  a  considerable  time 
after  the  Jury  has  acted  upon  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  should  be  known  that  the 
meetings  of  the  Jury  are  held  monthly  at  a  stated 
time.  When  any  matter  is  submitted  to  the  Jury, 
it  is  immediately  referred  by  the  President  to  a 
committee  in  accordance  with  a  standing  regula- 
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tion.  The  committee  meets  promptly  and  con- 
siders the  plan.  When  the  committee  has  acted, 
a  report  of  its  recommendations  is  submitted  to 
the  Jury.  When  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Department 
or  Bureau  making  the  submission  to  have  early 
action,  a  special  meeting  of  the  Jury  may  be  called 
to  receive  and  act  upon  the  committee's  report, 
without  waiting  for  the  next  stated  monthly 
meeting.   Several  special  meetings  have  been  held. 


A  number  of  worthy  works  of  art  in  statuary 
and  painting  are  now  owned  by  the  city.  No 
complete  catalogue  of  them  exists.  Catalogues 
of  certain  sections  of  them  do  exist.  In  order 
that  facts  concerning  all  such  works  of  art  may 
be  available,  the  Jury  is  undertaking  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  comprehensive  catalogue  of  such  objects 
in  possession  of  the  city.  The  preliminary  work 
of  determining  the  form  that  the  catalogue  should 
take  has  been  considered  by  the  Jury  during  the 
past  year  and  the  collection  of  facts  and  photo- 
graphs of  individual  works  has  been  begun. 

Among  the  lists  already  in  existence  mention 
may  be  made  of  the  informal  description  of  the 
works  of  art  in  Independence  Hall  contained  in 
"The  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts 
and  Other  Collections  of  Philadelphia,"  by  Helen 
W.  Henderson;  a  list  of  the  works  of  art  presented 
to  the  city  by  or  through  the  Fairmount  Park  Art 


Catalogue  of  Works  of  Art 


36 


Association,  which  is  regularly  published  in  its 
annual  reports;  and  the  adequate  catalogue  of 
the  Wilstach  Collection,  under  the  control  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Fairmount  Park.  It  is  not  in- 
tended to  duplicate  the  catalogue  of  this  collec- 
tion, but  it  is  intended  to  present  a  complete 
catalogue  of  all  the  other  works  of  art  belonging 
to  the  city. 

On  behalf  of  the  Art  Jury : — 


Chas.  C.  Harrison, 


President 


Philadelphia,  February  3,  1913. 
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APPENDIX 


^L\TTERS  SUBMITTED  OR  CONSIDERED  IN  1912 

The  first  Annual  Report  of  the  Art  Jurj'-  covered 
matters  considered  by  it  during  January,  1912. 
This  report  covers  the  calendar  year  1912,  and  will, 
consequently,  overlap  the  former  report  to  the 
extent  of  one  month.  This  is  done  in  order  that 
each  report  after  the  first  shall  cover  a  full  calendar 
year. 

Of  the  submissions  noted,  four  were  made  during 
the  year  1911,  but  were  not  finally  acted  upon  until 
1912.  Forty-six  were  submitted  and  disposed  of 
during  the  year  1912,  and  sixteen  are  pending — 
either  because,  while  they  have  been  approved  in 
principle,  plans  of  details  are  being  awaited;  or 
because  revised  designs  are  being  awaited;  or  be- 
cause the  submissions  were  made  within  the  last 
week  or  ten  days  of  the  year.  Submission  No.  5, 
covering  the  design  of  League  Island  Park,  was 
originally  submitted  in  1911;  it  was  considered 
during  1912,  and  revised  designs  are  now  being 
awaited. 


2*  Morgue  and  Laboratory  for  Municipal  Hospi- 
*  Submission  No.  1  was  made  and  finally  acted  upon  in  1911. 


Submis- 
sion No. 
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108560A 


Submis- 
sion No. 


tal.  Design  approved  as  submitted  and  exact 
location  for  the  Laboratory  recommended. 

3  Main  Entrance  to  the  Grounds  of  the  Mu- 

nicipal Hospital  for  Contagious  Diseases. 
Exact  location  of  entrance  recommended. 

4  Buildings  for  the  Home  of  the  Feeble-minded. 

The  Jury  approved  the  designs  for  two  cot- 
tages for  the  higher  grade  of  the  feeble- 
minded, and  one  cottage  for  idiots,  on  cer- 
tain assumptions  as  to  minor  details.  After 
considerable  study,  the  exact  location  for 
these  buildings  was  chosen;  but  thereafter 
it  was  determined  that  the  buildings  should 
be  erected  not  on  the  Brown  Tract,  which 
w^as  assumed  as  the  location  in  the  submis- 
sion as  made  to  the  Jurj%  but  on  the  By- 
berrj'-  Tract, — referred  to  hereafter  under 
Submission  No.  47. 

5  Development  of  League  Island  Park, — sub- 

mitted in  1911,  considered  in  1912,  but  not 
finally  disposed  of,  revised  plans  being 
awaited. 

6  Two  Ward  Buildings  for  the  Hospital  for 

Contagious  Diseases.  Location,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Director,  approved.  De- 
signs approved  as  submitted. 

7  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  Broad 

Street  at  North  Philadelphia  Station.  After 
several  revisions,  final  designs  approved. 

8  Water-Tower  for  Philadelphia  General  Hos- 

pital. Location  recommended  and  revised 
design  approved. 

9  Lamp-Posts  for  the  United  Gas  Improvement 

Company.  Pending. 

10    Improvement  of  a  Triangle  at  17th  Street 
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sion No. 

and  Snyder  Avenue.  Revised  plan  ap- 
proved. 

11  Building  for  the  Purveyor  of  the  First  Dis- 

trict. Location  approved  as  submitted. 
Design  approved,  with  certain  exceptions. 

12  Sixty-fifth  Street  Bridge  over  P.  B.  &  W.  R. 

R.    Approved,  with  minor  changes. 

13  Seventy -second  Street  Bridge  over  P.  B.  & 

W.  R.  R.    Approved,  with  minor  changes. 

14  Recreation  Building  and  Other  Structures 

and  Plans  for  Public  Playground  at  26th 
and  Jefferson  Streets.  Revised  designs  ap- 
proved. 

15  Concrete  Coal  Bin,  George's  Hill,  Fairmount 

Park.    Revised  designs  approved. 

16  Main  Building  for  the  Free  Library  of  Phila- 

delphia. Revised  designs  approved  in  prin- 
ciple; details  not  yet  submitted. 

17  Electric  Signs   Overhanging  the  Sidewalk. 

Recommendations  made. 

17-A  Typical  Design  of  Overhanging  Electric 
Signs.  Approved,  with  certain  exceptions 
and  recommendations. 

18  Marble  Mask  for  Fountain,  offered  to  the 

City  by  Mrs.  Lucy  Pancoast  Smith.  Ap- 
proved. 

19  New  Pedestal  for  Columbus  Statue,  Fair- 

mount  Park.  Disapproved. 

20  Memorial  Fountain  to  Dr.  Harriet  S.  French, 

proposed  to  be  erected  in  Fairmount  Park. 
Disapproved. 

21  TjT)ical  Design  of  Overhanging  Electric  Sign. 

Disapproved. 
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22  Typical  Design  of  Overhanging  Electric  Sign. 

Approved  as  submitted. 

23  Typical  Design  of  Overhanging  Electric  Sign. 

Approved  as  submitted. 

24  Typical  Design  of  Overhanging  Electric  Sign. 

Approved  as  submitted. 

25  Typical  Design  of  Overhanging  Electric  Sign. 

Approved  as  submitted. 

26  Typical  Design  of  Overhanging  Electric  Sign. 

Approved,  with  certain  exceptions  and 
recommendations. 

27  Typical  Design  of  Overhanging  Electric  Sign. 

Approved,  with  a  modification. 

28  Typical  Design  of  Overhanging  Electric  Sign. 

Approved  as  submitted. 

29  Second-story  Addition  to  the  Pennsylvania 

Barge  Club,  Fairmount  Park.  Approved 
as  submitted. 

30  Design  of  Automobile  Danger  Signs.  Ap- 

proved, with  certain  modifications. 

31  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  the  Schuyl- 

kill River;  and  Bridge  over  Lansdowne 
Drive,  Fairmount  Park.  Designs  of  Lands- 
do  wne  Drive  Bridge  approved,  after  several 
revisions.  The  general  design  of  the 
Schuylkill  River  Bridge  approved;  details 
awaiting  action. 

32  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  Girard 

Avenue  west  of  the  Schuylkill.  After  sev- 
eral revisions,  final  design  approved, 

33  Shop  Sign  at  1432  Chestnut  Street.  Dis- 

approved. 
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34  Pastorius  Monument.    Original  design  dis- 

approved; new  design  awaited. 

35  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railway  Bridge  over 

Spring  Garden  Street  at  Ninth  Street. 
After  several  revisions,  final  design  ap- 
proved. 

36  Location  of  two  Cannon  on  Hamilton  Fish 

Plaza.  Pending. 

37  Tennis  Shelter  in  Fairmount  Park.  Design 

and  location  approved. 

38  Canoe  House,  West  River  Drive,  Fairmount 

Park.  Revised  design  approved;  revised 
location  approved. 

39  Canoe  House,  East  River  Drive,  Fairmount 

Park.  Revised  design  approved;  revised 
location  approved. 

40  Roof  for  Music  Pavilion  near  Strawberry- 

Mansion,  Fairmount  Park.  Pending. 

41  Private  Bridge  over  Philip  Street  south  of 

Green  Street.    Approved  as  submitted. 

42  Tablet    Containing   Inscription   for  Barry 

Memorial,  Independence  Square.  Disap- 
proved. 

43  Footbridge  on  Line  of  Blabon  Street  over 

Richmond  Branch  of  the  P.  &  R.  Ry.  Ap- 
proved as  submitted. 

44  City  Line  Avenue  Bridge  over  Indian  Run, 

Morris  Park.    Approved  as  submitted. 

45  Sixty-sixth  Avenue  Bridge  over  the  North 

Penn.  Railroad.    Revised  design  approved. 

46  Fountain  to  be  erected  on  Ninth  Street,  east 

side,  opposite  Clinton  Street.  Original  de- 
sign disapproved ;  new  design  being  awaited. 
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47  Comprehensive  Plans  for  Development  of 

Byberrj^  Tract.  Certain  general  features 
approved. 

48  Delaware  River  Pier  No.  38,  South.  Phila. 

&  Reading  Ry.  Co.  Pending. 

49  Effect  of  Overhead  Wires  on  Appearance  of 

the  City.  Pending. 

50  Montgomery  Street  Bridge  over  Connecting 

Railway,  Glen  wood  to  Sedgley  Avenues. 
Revised  design  approved. 

51  Footbridge  on  line  of  Westmoreland  Street, 

over  North  Penn.  R.  R.,  3d  Street  to  4th 
Street.    Design  approved  as  submitted. 

52  Bridge  to  carry  the  Low  Grade  Freight  Line 

of  the  Phila.  &  Reading  Railway  over  18th 
Street.  Design  approved,  with  recommen- 
dation as  to  planting. 

53  Wayne   Avenue   Bridge   over   Low  Grade 

Freight  Line  of  the  Phila.  &  Reading  Rail- 
way. Pending. 

54  Germantown  Avenue  Bridge  over  Low  Grade 

Freight  Line  of  the  Phila.  &  Reading  Rail- 
way. Pending. 

55  Bridge  to  carry  Low  Grade  Freight  Line  and 

Tabor  Branch  of  Phila.  &  Reading  Railw^ay 
over  Broad  Street,  Lindley  Avenue  and  Old 
York  Road,  at  Logan  Station.  Pending. 

56  Fire  Station  to  be  erected  on  Chelten  Avenue, 

east  of  Germantown  Avenue.  Revised  de- 
sign approved. 

57  Bequests  of  Works  of  Art,  etc.,  under  Will  of 

Bartholomew  Shea,  Deceased.  Acceptance 
of  bequests  not  approved. 
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58  Bridge  to  carry  Low  Grade  Freight  Line  of 

the  Phila.  &  Reading  Railway  over  Bel- 
field  Avenue.    Revised  design  approved. 

59  Concrete  Fountain  to  be  erected  at  60th 

Street,  Wharton  Street  and  Baltimore 
Avenue,  and  layout  of  Triangle.  Layout 
approved  and  revised  design  approved. 

60  Schematic  Design  for  Placing  National  and 

City  Flags  on  Buildings  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Works.  One  of  several  suggested 
methods  approved. 

61  Landscape  Plan  of  the  Southern  Boulevard. 

Pending. 

62  Landscape   Plan   of   the   Southern  Plaza. 

Pending. 

63  Landscape  Plan  of  the  Northeastern  Boule- 

vard, from  Second  Street  to  Rhawn  Street. 
Pending. 

64  Chester  Avenue  Bridge  over  the  P.  &  B. 

Central  Railroad,  west  of  49th  Street. 
Approved  as  submitted. 

65  Preliminary  Design  of  Main  Fagade  of  Fire 

Station,  Police  Station  and  Patrol  Garage, 
to  be  erected  on  Hunting  Park  Avenue, 
west  of  Schuyler  Street.  General  lines  ap- 
proved, with  certain  recommendations. 

66  Satterlee  Memorial  Tablet.  Pending. 

67  Building  for  Recreation  Room,  Refectory 

and  Kitchen  for  the  Feeble-minded  Group 
at  Byberry.  Pending. 

68  Private  Bridge  for  Pipe  across  Weccacoe 

Avenue.  Pending. 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
ART  JURY 


To  THE  Honourable  Rudolph  Blankenburg, 
Mayor  of  Philadelphia: 

Sir: — In  accordance  with  the  law  creating  the 
Art  Jury,  I  have  the  honour  to  present  a  report 
of  its  work  during  the  calendar  year  1913. 

The  membership  of  the  Jury  was  not  changed, 
Messrs.  Charles  Custis  Harrison  and  Edward 
T.  Stotesbury,  the  terms  of  whose  original  appoint- 
ments expired  on  the  first  Monday  of  April,  1913, 
having  been  reapp>ointed  by  you  for  the  full 
terms  of  four  years  and  their  appointments  having 
been  duly  confirmed  by  Select  Council. 

The  present  members  of  the  Art  Jury,  together 
with  their  terms  of  oflice,  are  as  follows: 
Rudolph  Blankenburg,  Mayor,  ex-ofl5cio. 
Charles    Custis    Harrison    and    Edward  T. 
Stotesbury;  terms  expire  the  first  Monday 
of  April,  1917. 
Hugh  H.  Breckenridge,  painter,  and  Leslie  W. 
Miller;  terms  expire  the  first  Monday  of 
April,  1914. 

Paul  P.  Cret,  architect,  and  Joseph  E.  Wide- 
ner;  terms  expire  the  first  Monday  of  April, 


1915. 


THE  NEW  YCRK 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

JrtTO««.'<eNOX  AND 
TlLOtN  FOUNDATIONS 


Digitized  by 


Digitized  by 


mron,  lcno^c  and 

T1L0£H  P0UN1>ATK>N8 


Digitized  by 


PUBLIC  L.gf^'AHY 


TILDh  N   PO    ^  DA  f  ION'3 


Digitized  by 


Charles  Grafly,  sculptor,  and  Eli  Kirk  Price,  a 
Commissioner   of   Fairmount   Park;  terms 
expire  the  first  Monday  of  April,  1916. 
The  officers  of  the  Art  Jury  during  the  past 
year    remained    as    heretofore,    viz.:  Charles 
Custis  Harrison,  President;  Leshe  W.  Miller, 
Secretary,  and  Andrew  Wright  Crawford,  Assistant 
Secretary'. 

The  Philadelphia  Museum  of  Art 
A  provision  of  the  Act  of  Assembly  creating 
the  Art  Jurv"  directs  that  it  "shall  from  time  to 
time  make  such  recommendations  for  improve- 
ments to  the  city  as  it  may  deem  advisable.*' 
This  power  has  not  heretofore  been  exercised. 
During  the  year  the  preUminary  plans  for  the 
Philadelphia  Museum  of  Art  were  submitted  to 
the  Jury,  but  have  not  been  finally  passed  upon. 
The  Jury  would,  however,  be  doing  less  than  its 
duty  as  the  official  custodian  of  the  art  interests 
of  Philadelphia,  were  it  to  fail  at  this  time  to 
urge  upon  your  administration  and  the  City 
Councils  the  importance  of  the  prompt  erection 
of  such  a  building.  It  is  to  be  placed  upon  a  very 
remarkable  site — one  that  is  hardly  equaled  by 
the  location  of  any  other  Art  Museum  in  the 
world — a  height,  on  the  axis  and  at  the  termina- 
tion of  a  wide  Parkway,  with  a  plaza  below  it 
in  front,  a  river  on  one  side,  far  beneath  it,  and 
on  the  other  side  the  expanse  of  a  great  park, 
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also  at  a  lower  level.  An  adequate  design,  com- 
mensurate with  the  advantages  of  the  site,  will 
be  the  especial  concern  of  the  Art  Jury. 

The  Art  Jury's  Extended  Jurisdiction 
The  extent  of  the  Art  Jury's  jurisdiction  and 
its  opportunities  of  service  to  the  city  were  very 
greatly  increased  during  the  year  by  the  Act  of 
Assembly  approved  July  24,  1913,  the  most 
important  provision  of  which  is  the  following: 
"Section  7.  No  construction  or  erection,  in  a 
city  of  the  first  class,  of  any  building,  bridge  or 
its  approaches,  arch,  gate,  fence,  or  other  struc- 
ture or  fixture,  which  is  to  be  paid  for,  either 
wholly  or  in  part,  by  appropriation  from  the  city 
treasury,  or  other  public  funds,  or  for  which  the 
city,  or  any  other  public  authority,  is  to  furnish 
a  site,  shall  be  begun,  unless  the  design  and  pro- 
posed location  thereof  shall  have  been  submitted 
to  the  jury,  at  least  sixty  days  before  the  final 
approval  thereof,  by  the  officer  or  other  person 
having  authority  to  contract  therefor.  The 
approval  of  the  jury  shall  also  be  required  in 
respect  to  all  structures  or  fixtures  belonging 
to  any  person  or  corporation,  which  shall  be 
erected  upon,  or  extend  over,  any  highway, 
stream,  lake,  square,  park  or  other  public  place, 
within  the  city,  except  as  provided  in  Section  6 
of  this  act.  In  deeds  for  land,  made  by  any  city 
of  the  first  class,  restrictions  may  be  imposed 
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requiring  that  the  design  and  location  of  struc- 
tures to  be  altered  or  erected  thereon  shall  be 
first  approved  by  the  art  jury  of  such  city. 
Nothing  requiring  the  approval  of  the  jury  shall 
be  erected,  or  changed  in  design  or  location, 
without  its  approval.  If  the  jury  fails  to  act 
upon  any  matter  submitted  to  it  within  sixty 
days  after  such  submission,  its  approval  of  the 
matter  submitted  shall  be  presumed." 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Art  Jury  now  extends  to  the  construction  of 
every  "building,  bridge  or  its  approaches,  arch, 
gate,  fence,  or  other  structure  or  fixture,  which 
is  to  be  paid  for,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  by 
appropriation  from  the  city  treasury,  or  other 
public  funds,  or  for  which  the  city,  or  any  other 
public  authority^  is  to  furnish  a  site."  It  should 
also  be  observed  that  the  design  and  location, 
and  any  change  in  design  or  location,  of  every 
structure  or  fixture  "belonging  to  any  person  or 
corporation,  which  shall  be  erected  upon,  or 
extend  over,  any  highway,  stream,  lake,  square, 
park  or  other  public  place,  within  the  city,"  must 
have  the  approval  of  the  Jury. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  understanding  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Art  Jury  and  of  its  methods 
of  work,  a  special  "Bulletin  of  Information"  was 
printed  and  distributed  during  the  autumn.  The 
Bulletin  contains  a  complete  copy  of  the  Act 
creating  the  Jury,  as  amended,  and  of  its  regu- 
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First  revised  plan  for  the  Southern  Plaza. 
Also  disapproved. 
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Final  revised  plan  for  the  Southern  Plaza.  Approved. 
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lations  for  submissions.  Copies  of  the  Bulletin 
may  be  had  on  application  at  the  office  of  the 
Art  Jury,  Room  119,  City  Hall. 

Work  of  Members  of  the  Art  Jury 
In  order  to  cover  cases,  in  which  the  profes- 
sional members  of  the  Jury  may  be  called  upon 
to  furnish  designs,  which  will  be  submitted  for 
action  by  the  Jury,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Art  Jury 
there  is  no  reason  for  any  member  of  the  Jury 
refusing,  on  account  of  his  membership  therein, 
to  accept  a  commission  for  a  work,  which  may  be 
submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Jury,  but  in 
the  event  of  such  submission  the  member  shall 
not  sit  with  any  committee,  to  which  the  work 
is  referred,  or  with  the  Jury  in  any  considera- 
tion or  action  thereon. 

"Resolved,  further.  That,  when  any  such 
work  is  submitted,  in  the  case  of  a  painter,  the 
Pennsylvania  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts,  in  the 
case  of  a  piece  of  sculpture,  the  National  Sculp- 
ture Society,  and  in  the  case  of  an  architectural 
subject,  the  Philadelphia  Chapter  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Architects,  shall  be  requested  to 
nominate  a  painter,  a  sculptor  or  an  architect,  as 
the  case  may  be,  to  serve  as  an  adviser  of  the 
Jury  in  reference  to  the  submission." 


Other  Art  Commissions 


It  is  significant  of  the  American  apprecia- 
tion of  the  necessity  of  securing  the  best  artistic 
results  in  municipal  construction,  without  appreci- 
able increase  of  cost,  and,  indeed,  as  the  experience 
of  the  Art  Jury  of  Philadelphia  shows,  with 
generally  a  net  decrease  of  cost,  that  there  are 
now  in  the  United  States,  besides  the  Federal 
Commission  of  Fine  Arts,  two  State  Art  Commis- 
sions and  nineteen  Municipal  Art  Commissions; 
and  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  note  that  Pennsylvania 
is  among  the  leading  States  in  this  regard  and  has 
authorized  the  creation  of  such  a  body  not  only 
in  Philadelphia,  but  in  Pittsburgh  and  Scranton 
as  well. 

Closely  akin  to  Art  Commissions  are  City 
Planning  Commissions  and  we  note  here  in  pass- 
ing that  the  last  legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
authorized  the  creation  of  Departments  of  City 
Planning  in  cities  of  the  third  class,  and  also  of 
Suburban  Planning  Commissions  for  the  area 
within  twenty-five  miles  of  the  limits  of  cities  of 
the  first  class.  All  of  this  justifies  optimism  as 
to  the  future  development  of  American  cities 
generally  along  more  attractive,  and,  hence 
more  commercially  valuable  lines.  As  Judge 
Sulzberger  pointed  out,  in  discussing  the  Fair- 
mount  Parkway  in  a  recent  opinion: 

"That  such  a  feature  of  a  great  city  is  of  value 
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cannot  be  denied.  *  *  *  It  increases  the  attrac- 
tiveness of  the  city,  induces  strangers  to  visit  it 
and  thus  enlarges  trade  and  commerce." 

Physical  Results  Now  Apparent 
During  the  past  twelve  months  the  work  of 
the  Jury  became  physically  apparent  through 
the  completion  of  works,  the  designs  of  which 
had  been  passed  upon  during  the  previous  calen- 
dar year.  We  reproduce  herewith  the  photo- 
graphs of  a  number  of  such  works,  together 
with  reproductions  of  designs  for  them  as  orig- 
inally conceived,  which  were  not  approved.  We 
believe  that  these  illustrations  speak  for  them- 
selves and  need  no  comment  other  than  that 
they  add  to  the  proofs  of  the  value  of  Art  Com- 
missions in  general,  a  statement  that  is  made 
here,  because  the  work  of  other  Art  Commis- 
sions has  uniformly  shown  results  similar  to 
those  published  herewith. 

Parks,  Plazas  and  Parkways 
Among  the  interesting  and  important  submis- 
sions that  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Jury 
are  those  relating  to  the  development  of  parks 
and  parkways.  We  regard  as  especially  satis- 
factory the  finally  approved  plan  for  the  South- 
ern Plaza  and  also  the  plans  for  the  Southern 
Boulevard  and  League  Island  Park.  The  plans 
for  the  Southern  Plaza  show  a  formal  interior 


square,  surrounded  by  an  informal  park,  with 
direct  means  of  foot  passage  through  the  Plaza 
on  diagonal,  as  well  as  on  east  and  west,  and 
north  and  south  lines.  We  believe  that  the  ulti- 
mate realization  of  this  plan  will  give  South 
Philadelphia  a  plaza  that  has  no  superior  in  any 
city  of  the  world.  The  plans  for  League  Island 
Park,  so  far  as  completed,  were  submitted  to  the 
Jury  and  those  for  the  western  portion  were 
approved.  This  wiU  give  that  section  of  the  city 
a  beautiful  water  park.  The  revised  plans  of 
the  Northeast  Boulevard  were  also  considered 
and  approved. 

The  plans  for  the  improvement  of  Rittenhouse 
Square,  of  Washington  Square  and  of  Vernon 
Park  received  the  careful  attention  of  the  Jury, 
and  the  completion  of  the  work  will  mark  a  new 
epoch  in  the  development  of  the  city's  open 
spaces.  Philadelphia  has  done  well  in  providing 
such  small  parks  and  it  is  the  purpose  of  the 
Jury  to  make  the  improvement  of  each  a  study 
in  itself. 

The  advice  of  the  Jury  was  voluntarily  sought 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Fairmount  Park  in  a 
number  of  matters,  including  the  proposed  enlarge- 
ment of  the  grounds  used  by  the  Zoological 
Society,  and  the  Jury  also  passed  upon  the  designs 
for  the  improvement  of  a  number  of  small  tri- 
angles of  ground  throughout  the  city.  The 
Jury  desires   to  call   the   attention   of  public- 
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Front  view  of  another  design  for  Historical  Monument. 
Approved,  subject  to  certain  changes. 
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Side  view  of  design  for  Historical  Monument.  Approved, 
subject  to  certain  changes. 
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spirited  citizens  to  the  opportunity  of  creating 
memorials  in  the  form  of  these  small  triangular 
grass  plots  at  street  intersections,  to  be  embel- 
lished or  not,  as  they  choose,  by  statuary.  They 
may  be  made  beautiful  in  either  case  and  the 
lots  themselves  are  frequently  not  costly. 

Delaware  River  Piers 
The  Jury  has  given  a  great  deal  of  attention 
to  the  plans  for  three  contiguous  piers  on  the 
Delaware  waterfront  near  Christian  Street. 
Two  of  these  piers  are  to  be  erected  by  the  City 
o^  Philadelphia  and  one  by  the  Philadelphia  and 
Reading  Railway  Company.  A  new  era  in  the 
development  of  the  waterfront  is  marked  by  the 
construction  of  these  piers,  now  under  way.  We 
reproduce  the  plans  herewith,  as  well  as  the 
original  plan  for  one  pier,  which  was  not  approved. 
Too  much  emphasis  on  the  regeneration  of  the 
Delaware  waterfront,  that  will  result  from  these 
precedents,  cannot  be  given. 


During  the  year  sixteen  public  street  and  rail- 
road bridges  were  considered.  The  importance 
of  securing  satisfactory  designs  for  such  struc- 
tures is  suflBciently  shown  by  the  illustrations 
of  this  Report. 

Five  private  bridges  were  also  considered. 
One  of  the  diflBcult  problems,  with  which  the 


Public  and  Private  Bridges 


Jury  has  to  deal,  is  that  of  these  private  struc- 
tures extending  across  streets.  There  has  here- 
tofore been  little  difficulty  in  securing  permis- 
sion for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  across  a  street, 
provided  it  was  constructed  of  such  inexpensive 
materials,  as  to  be  readily  removed,  if  the  per- 
mission to  maintain  it  should  be  revoked.  This 
has  resulted  usually  in  the  employment  of  the 
cheapest  and  ugUest  materials  available  in  the 
market.  Moreover,  the  proper  architectural 
treatment  of  a  small  bridge  over  a  street,  con- 
necting two  buildings,  often  of  diflferent  heights 
and  styles,  is  exceedingly  difficult  and  in  most 
cases  the  appearance  of  the  street  is  seriously 
injured  by  such  a  structure. 

New  York  City  Planning  Exhibition 
During  the  latter  part  of  November  and  the 
first  part  of  December,  the  result  of  the  work 
of  the  Art  Jury  was  exhibited  at  the  City  Plan- 
ning Exhibition  held  by  New  York  City  in  the 
Public  Library.  A  similar  exhibition  will  shortly 
be  made  in  Lyons  and  a  traveling  exhibition  is 
to  be  made  up  from  the  material  shown  at  the 
New  York  Exhibition. 
On  behalf  of  the  Art  Jury : 


Chas.  C.  Harrison, 


President. 


Philadelphia,  February  2,  1914. 


33 


35 


Digitized  by 


THE  NEW  TORK 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

A8TO«.  LENOX  AND 
TILD£H  POUNPATK>N8 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX 


Matters  before  the  Jury  in  1913 
The  following  list  covers,  in  numerical  order, 
the  plans  and  designs  submitted  prior  to  Jan- 
uary 1,  1913,  but  not  finally  disposed  of  before 
that  date,  as  well  as  plans  submitted  during 
1913,  whether  finally  disposed  of  or  not. 

Submis- 
sion No. 

5  Development  of  League  Island  Park — sub- 
mitted in  1911,  considered  in  1912  and 
1913.  Plan  for  portion  west  of  Broad 
Street  Boulevard  approved. 

9    Lamp  Posts  for  the  United  Gas  Improve- 
ment Company.  Pending. 
18    Marble  Mask  for  Fountain.    See  Submis- 
sion No.  88. 

20  Memorial  Fountain  in  honour  of  Dr.  Har- 
riet S.  French,  proposed  to  be  erected  in 
Fairmount  Park.  Pending. 

31  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  the 
Schuylkill  River.  Final  revised  design 
approved. 

34  Pastorius  Monument.  Preliminary  sketch 
model  tentatively  approved  and  exact 
location  determined  during  1913.  Pend- 
ing. 
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Submis- 
sion No. 


40  Roof  for  Music  Pavilion  near  Strawberry 
Mansion,  Fairmount  Park.  Pending. 

46  Fountain  to  be  erected  on  Ninth  Street, 
opposite  Clinton  Street.  Final  design 
approved. 

48  Delaware  River  Pier,  No.  38  (afterwards 
numbered  36),  South  Wharves.  Final 
design  approved. 

53  Wayne  Avenue  Bridge  over  Low  Grade 

Freight  Line  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
Reading  Railway.  Revised  design 
approved. 

54  Germantown    x\venue    Bridge    over  Low 

Grade  Freight  Line  of  the  Philadelphia 
and  Reading  Railway.  Revised  design 
approved. 

55  Bridge  to  carry  Low  Grade  Freight  Line 

and  Tabor  Branch  of  Philadelphia  and 
Reading  Railway  over  Broad  Street, 
Lindley  Avenue  and  Old  York  Road,  at 
Logan  Station.  Revised  design  approved 

61  Plan  of  the  Southern  Boulevard.  Pend- 

ing. 

62  Plan  for  the  Southern  Plaza.    Revised  plan 

approved,  with  certain  recommendations. 

63  Plan    of    the    Northeastern  Boulevard, 

from  Second  Street  to  Rhawn  Street. 
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Submis- 
sion No. 


66 
67 

68 
69 

70 
71 

72 
73 
74 
75 


Approved,  subject  to  certain  minor 
changes. 

Satterlee  Memorial  Tablet.  Design  ap- 
proved.   Exact  location  pending. 

Building  for  Recreation  Room,  Refectory 
and  Kitchen  for  the  Feeble-minded 
Group  at  Byberry.  Revised  design  ap- 
proved. 

Private  Bridge  for  Pipe  across  Weccacoe 
Avenue.    Design  approved. 

Laundry  Building  for  Feeble-minded 
Group  at  Byberry  Farms.  Design  ap- 
proved,  with  certain  recommendations. 

Plans  for  Municipal  Repair  Shop.  See 
Submission  No.  111. 

Tablet  proposed  to  be  erected  by  the  Law- 
School  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
on  Congress  Hall.  Location  disapproved. 
Design  not  considered. 

Plans  for  Fish  Hatchery  at  Torresdale. 
Pending. 

Southwark  Steamship  Pier,  Delaware  River. 

Revised  plan  approved. 
Southwark     Steamship     Pier,  Delaware 

River.    Revised  plan  approved. 
North  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over 

Lindley  Avenue.   Revised  plan  approved. 
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Submis- 
sion No. 

76  Private  Railroad  Bridge  over  Berks  Street 

for  N.  Snellenburg  &  Co.  Revised  plan 
approved. 

77  Philadelphia,    Newtown   and    New  York 

Railroad  Bridge  over  Duncannon  Ave- 
nue.  Revised  plan  approved. 

78  Philadelphia,    Newtown   and   New  York 

Railroad  Bridge  over  Fisher  Avenue. 
Revised  plan  approved. 

79  Philadelphia,    Newtown    and    New  York 

Railroad  Bridge  over  Tabor  Street.  Re- 
vised plan  approved. 

80  Philadelphia,    Newtown    and    New  York 

Railroad  Bridge  over  Mascher  Street. 
Plans  approved,  with  certain  recommen- 
dations. 

81  Preliminary    Plans    for    the  Philadelphia 

Museum  of  Art.  Pending. 

82  Proposed   Enlargement  of   Grounds  used 

by  Zoological  Society  in  Fairmount 
Park.  Pending. 

83  Type  of  Design  for  Refreshment  Stands  in 

Fairmount  Park.  Pending. 

84  Design  of  Refreshment  Stand  to  be  erected 

southwest  of  Woodford  Guard  House, 
Fairmount  Park.  Pending. 

85  Design  of  Brass  Memorial  Tablet  to  be 

erected  in  Starr  Garden,  Seventh  and 
40 


Digitized  by 


Submis- 
sion No. 

Lombard  Streets.  Design  approved,  with 
certain  recoramendations. 

86  Plans  of  Building  fronting  on  the  Parkway 

and  Callowhill  Street,  between  Twenty- 
third  and  Twenty-fourth  Streets.  Pend- 
ing. 

87  Design  of  Clock  on  Sidewalk  at  4233  Lan- 

caster Avenue.  Design  approved,  with 
certain  recommendations. 

88  Plans  for  the  Development  of  Rittenhouse 

Square.  Approved. 

89  Improvement  of  Triangle  at  Twelfth  Street, 

Clearfield  Street  and  Sedgley  Avenue. 
Plan  approved. 

90  Terminal  Building  at  Forty-eighth  Street 

and  Parkside  Avenue.  Philadelphia 
Rapid  Transit  Company.  Plan  ap- 
proved, with  certain  recommendations. 

91  Scheme  of  using  Red  Globes  for  Fire-Box 

Alarms  and  Blue  Globes  for  Lights  near- 
est Police  Stations.  Pending. 

92  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  Central  Rail- 

road Bridge  over  Fifty-fifth  Street.  Ap- 
proved, with  certain  recommendations. 

93.  Luzerne  Street  Bridge  over  Oxford  Road 
Branch  of  Connecting  Railway  (Bustle- 
ton  Railroad).    Revised  plan  approved. 

94    Bridge  of  Tabor  Branch   and  Newtown 
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<6ubmi8- 
sion  No. 


95 

96 
97 

98 
99 

100 
101 


Connecting  Railroad  (Philadelphia  and 
Reading  Railway)  over  Tenth  Street, 
between  Windrim  and  Wagner  Avenues. 
Approved,  with  certain  recommendations. 

Bridge  of  Tabor  Branch  and  Newtown 
Connecting  Railroad  (Philadelphia  and 
Reading  Railway)  over  Tenth  Street, 
between  Windrim  and  Wagner  Avenues. 
Approved,  with  certain  recommendations. 

Tabor  Street  Bridge  over  Tacony  Creek. 
Plan  approved. 

"G"  Street  Bridge  over  Connecting  Rail- 
road. Approved. 

Plan  for  the  development  of  Washington 
Square.  Pending. 

Plan  for  Dressing,  Locker  and  Attendants' 
Rooms,  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with 
Public  Bathing  in  Fore-Bay  near  Aquar- 
ium, Fairmount  Park.  Pending. 

Tablet  in  Memory  of  the  Sailors  of  the  U. 
S.  S.  ''Maine."  Approved. 

Memorial  Drinking  Fountain  to  be  erected 
by  the  Woman's  Pennsylvania  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Ani- 
mals, at  intersection  of  Baltimore  and 
Woodland  Avenues.  Approved,  with  cer- 
tain recommendations. 


Submis- 
sion No. 


102 
103 

104 

105 
106 
107 

108 
109 
110 

111 
112 


Design  for  Public  Comfort  Station,  Tor- 

resdale  Park.  Approved. 
Improvement  of  Triangle  at  Rising  Sun 

Avenue,   Tioga   and   Eleventh  Streets. 

Plan  approved. 

Request  for  opinion  as  to  desirability  of 
gilding  the  metal  work  of  the  Tower  of 
City  Hall.   Partly  negative  opinion  given. 

Plan  of  Proposed  Chimney  at  the  Torres- 
dale  Pumping  Station.  Approved. 

Plans  for  Bell  Telephone  Building,  Seven- 
teenth and  Arch  Streets.  Pending. 

Design  of  Footbridge  over  Amber  Street, 
south  of  Willard  Street.  Revised  design 
approved. 

Fountain  Street  Bridge  over  the  Schuylkill 

Canal.  Approved. 
Preliminary  Plans  for  the  Improvement  of 

Vernon  Park,  Germantown.  Pending. 
Plans  for  three  Store  Buildings  (temporary) 

on  Fifteenth  Street  below  Arch  Street. 

As  temporary  structures,  approved. 
Revised  Plans  for  Municipal  Repair  Shop 

at  new  location.  Approved. 

Plans  and  Location  of  Power  Plant  for 
Home  for  the  Indigent,  Holmesburg. 
Pending. 
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Submis- 
sion No. 

113  Plans  for  Underground  Comfort  Station, 

Ontario  Square.  Approved. 

114  Plan  for  Rustic  Bridge  over  stream  lead- 

ing from  Wading  Pool,  Hunting  Park. 
Approved,  with  certain  recommendations. 

115  Bridge  to  connect  the  rear  of  No.  406 

Market  Street  with  the  Bourse  Building. 
Disapproved. 

116  Design  for  Overhanging  Sign  at  No.  5551 

Germantown  Avenue.  Approved,  with 
certain  recommendations. 

117  Design  for  Overhanging  Sign  at  Nos.  1023- 

27  Chestnut  Street.  Pending. 

118  Design  for  Overhanging  Sign  at  No.  7673 

Germantown  Avenue.  Pending. 

119  Design    for    Electric    Lamp  Standard. 

Pending. 

120  Design  for  Overhanging  Sign  at  No.  4388 

Main  Street,  Germantown.  Approved. 

121  Request    for    modification    of    Plans  of 

the  Southern  Boulevard  heretofore  ap- 
proved. Pending. 
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Design  for  Lamp  Standard.     Approved  by  the  Art 
Jury,  subject  to  the  submission  of  a  model. 
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Hon.  Rudolph  Blankenburg,  ex-officio 


Joseph  E.  Widener 
Paul  P.  Cret,  Architect 

Charles  Grafly,  Sculptor 
Eli  Kirk  Price,  a  Commissioner 
of  Fairmount  Park. 
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Leslie  W.  Miller 
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FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  ART  JURY 


To  THE  Honourable  Rudolph  Blankenburg, 
Mayor  of  Philadelphia: 

Sir: — ^In  accordance  with  the  Act  of  Assembly 
creating  the  Art  Jury,  I  have  the  honour  to  present 
herewith  a  report  of  its  proceedings  during  the 
calendar  year  1914. 

The  Jury  was  first  appointed  October  7th,  1911. 
By  the  end  of  the  year  1913,  121  submissions 
had  been  made  to  it.  During  the  year  1914,  182 
submissions  were  made  to  it,  fifty  per  cent  more 
in  the  one  year  than  had  been  made  in  its  previous 
existence. 

In  addition  to  the  182  new  submissions  thus 
made,  17  submissions  made  prior  to  January  1st, 
1914,  were  also  considered  by  the  Jury  during  the 
past  year.  It  is  a  gratification  that  the  oppor- 
tunities of  service  by  the  Art  Jury  to  the  conMnu- 
nity  have  been  increased  in  such  measure. 
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Private  Street  Fixtures 


During  the  year  the  Jury  has  passed  upon  113 
private  structures  to  be  erected  on  or  over  public 
streets.  These  included  51  submissions  of  designs 
for  overhanging  electric  signs,  17  for  marquises 
and  awnings,  17  for  fire-escapes,  16  for  lamp- 
standards  and  brackets,  4  for  private  bridges  or 
other  structures  extending  across  streets,  8  for 
privately  owned  structures  of  various  kinds.  Each 
of  these  is  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  an  interference 
with  the  public's  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  street- 
It  is  desirable  that  attention  be  paid  to  the  in- 
creasing number  of  such  obstructions,  and  that 
ordinances  be  passed  either  to  limit  or  to  end  the 
use  of  the  public  street  space  for  such  private 
purposes. 

Illuminated  Overhanging  Signs 

When  the  first  designs  for  overhead  signs  were 
submitted  to  it,  the  Jury  adopted  a  general 
resolution  recommending  the  refusal  of  permits 
for  new  signs  and  the  removal  of  those  already 
erected.  The  Department  of  Public  Safety,  not 
being  prepared  to  refuse  all  applications  for 
permission  to  erect  such  signs,  requested  action 
by  the  Jury  upon  individual  signs  and  the  Jury 
has  accordingly  acted,  but  has  sought  to  minimize 
the  nuisance  as  much  as  possible.  This  it  has 
done  through  the  recommendation,  adopted  by 
the  Department  of  Public  Safety,  that  such  signs 


8 


be  limited  in  the  extent  to  which  they  may  be 
permitted  to  overhang  the  sidewalk.  The  Jury 
has  also  sought  to  make  these  signs  less  obnoxious 
and  less  garish  than  they  frequently  have  been. 

Each  sign  represents  a  cost,  which,  compared 
with  the  cost  of  other  undertakings  passed  upon 
by  the  Jury,  is  practically  negligible,  yet  the 
debasing  of  public  taste  resulting  from  the  erection 
of  these  signs  is  perhaps  greater  than  that  resulting 
from  any  other  cause.  The  Jury  therefore  here 
repeats  its  reconMnendation  concerning  this  matter, 
asking  your  attention  and  the  attention  of  City 
Councils  thereto: 

"The  Art  Jury  has  carefully  considered  the 
subject  of  overhanging  signs,  whether  illumi- 
nated or  not,  and  has  investigated  the  practice 
in  New  York,  Boston,  Washington,  and  the 
principal  foreign  cities.  The  Jury  has  con- 
cluded that  the  advantages  of  such  signs  are 
greatly  overbalanced  by  their  disadvantages. 
The  danger  to  pedestrians  from  all  signs  project- 
ing over  the  sidewalk  is  one  that  cannot  be 
obviated  and  is  in  itself  a  suflScient  reason  for 
refusing  permission  for  their  erection. 

"While  illuminated  signs  add  somewhat  to 
the  light  of  the  city  at  night,  this  additional 
light  is  better  distributed  by  signs  parallel  to 
the  fagades  of  the  buildings,  to  which  they  can 
be  securely  aflBxed,  against  the  walls.*  A  con- 
tinuous series  of  overhanging  signs  interferes 
with  the  light  of  the  street  in  the  day-time  and 
reduces  the  value  of  properties  fronting  on  the 
street  because  of  the  unattractiveness  in  the 
view  along  the  street  overhead.  This  detriment 
to  the  appearance  of  streets  is  becoming  accen- 
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tuated,  as  signs  are  projected  from  building 
after  building,  not  only  from  the  lower,  but 
from  the  upper  floors  as  well,  while  one  sign 
cuts  off  the  view  of  others  and  so  diminishes 
the  value  of  this  method  of  advertising.  A 
continuation  of  the  process  will  result  disas- 
trously to  the  appearance  of  the  city  as  a  whole 
and  will  be  an  increasingly  serious  menace  to 
the  lives  and  limbs  of  the  people  who  use  the 
sidewalks,  as  the  signs  become  older  and  their 
supports  rust  or  become  otherwise  weakened. 

"The  Jury  therefore  recommends  to  the 
Chief  of  the  Electrical  Bureau  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Safety  that  all  further  permits 
for  the  erection  of  signs  projecting  over  the 
sidewalk  be  refused. 

"It  further  reconMnends  that  as  soon  as 
possible  a  general  plan  shall  be  devised  for  the 
ultimate  removal  of  all  such  signs  already 
erected  and  for  the  future  restriction  of  all 
private  signs  to  those  closely  attached  to  the 
walls  of  buildings  and  parallel  therewith." 

Private  Lighting  Fixtures  for  Streets 

With  regard  to  private  street-lighting  fixtures, 
the  Jury  has  printed  a  memorandum,  copies  of 
which  may  be  had  on  application  at  the  ofiice  of  the 
Art  Jury,  Room  119,  City  Hall.  It  is  therein 
pointed  out  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Jury  it  is 
inadvisable  to  permit  private  lighting  along  curbs 
at  the  request  of  individual  appUcants  because: 
(1)  the  individual  apphcant  wants  lamps  placed 
on  his  own  portion  of  the  sidewalk  without  regard 
to  the  regular  spacing  of  the  Ughts  essential  to  a 
decorative  scheme  of  illumination;  (2)  in  deaUng 
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with  individual  applicants  a  continuous  line  of 
posts  cannot  be  secured,  for  every  commercial 
street  is  bordered  by  some  private  dwellings 
occupied  by  those  not  interested  in  advertising; 
(3)  shops  are  continually  changing  owners  or 
occupants,  and  the  new  owners  or  lessees  may  be 
unwilling  to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
lamps. 

The  Jury  therefore  recommends  "that  all 
private  lighting  and  advertising  fixtures  shall  be 
hereafter  limited  to  such  as  can  be  affixed  to  the 
walls  of  buildings  and  will  not  project  more  than 
four  feet  beyond  the  building  line  or  descend 
below  ten  feet  above  the  sidewalk." 

IVIarquises  and  Metal  Awnings 

The  rapidly  increasing  number  of  marquises 
and  metal  awnings  is  threatening  to  darken 
seriously  the  sidewalks  and  sensibly  to  diminish 
the  street  width.  The  Jury  recognizes  that  it  is 
a  convenience  to  patrons  of  hotels,  theatres 
and  shops  to  be  able  to  alight  from  conveyances 
under  shelter,  but  this  is  not  a  sufficient  reason 
for  their  use  so  extensively  as  now  permitted. 
Chestnut  Street,  for  instance,  is  gradually  being 
widened  ten  feet  under  the  ordinance  of  1883,  at 
considerable  expense  to  the  city.  But  the  great 
improvement  in  the  overhead  effect  of  this  addi- 
tional ^ddth  is  rapidly  being  lost  by  the  multiplica- 
tion of  these  overhead  obstructions,  which  extend 
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far  beyond  the  additional  width  all  the  way  to  the 
curb. 

In  the  judgment  of  the  x\rt  Jury  only  theatres, 
hotels  and  railroad  stations  should  be  permitted  to 
erect  such  marquises  or  metal  awnings  and  they 
should  be  limited  to  covering  the  space  of  the 
sidew^alk  immediately  in  front  of  only  one  entrance 
to  each  building. 

The  Jury  also  recommends  that  the  ordinance 
of  March  22d,  1900,  construed  to  require  supports 
at  the  curb  for  all  marquises,  be  either  repealed 
or  amended,  in  order  to  prevent  the  further  erec- 
tion of  such  additional  obstructions  to  the  side- 
walks. 

Public  Lighting  Fixtures  for  Streets 

For  two  or  three  years,  submissions  covering 
designs  of  public  street  lighting  standards  have 
been  under  consideration  by  the  Art  Jury.  No 
satisfactory  solution  has  yet  been  secured  in 
Philadelphia.  We  reproduce  herewith  lamp-posts 
and  lamps  in  use  in  Washington  for  electric 
lighting  and  in  Baltimore  for  gas  lighting,  and 
we  also  reproduce  the  design  of  the  standards  in 
front  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Terminal  in 
New  York.  The  Washington  and  Baltimore 
types  are  being  used  more  and  more  extensively 
in  those  cities  and  they  seem  to  show  a  design 
vastly  preferable  to  the  one  now  in  common  use 
in  Philadelphia. 


The  Jury  has  approved  certain  other  designs 
for  lamp-standards  and  some  of  these  are  also 
reproduced. 


During  the  year  23  designs  for  railroad  and 
street  bridges  were  considered,  and  the  results 
will  speak  for  themselves.  We  reproduce  here- 
with designs  of  various  bridges  passed  upon  in 
previous  years,  which  have  now  been  completed. 
Among  the  designs  considered  during  the  past 
year  was  the  bridge  to  carry  the  Southern  Boule- 
vard over  the  Belt  Line  and  five  bridges  for  League 
Island  Park.  A  new  bridge  for  the  Schuylkill 
Valley  line  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  over 
Wynnefield  Avenue,  one  of  the  very  important 
approaches  to  the  city,  is  under  consideration. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  comment  upon  the  very 
satisfactory  designs  for  street  bridges  made  by  the 
Bureau  of  Surveys  and  especially  to  call  attention 
to  its  introduction  of  colour,  by  means  of  tiles, 
into  the  designs  of  bridges  in  residential  sections. 
We  refer  to  the  completed  bridge  over  the  line 
of  Sixty-sixth  Avenue  North  over  the  North 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  and  to  the  design  for  a 
bridge  on  the  line  of  Sherwood  Avenue  over 
Indian  Run  in  Morris  Park.  We  hope  that  colour 
will  be  introduced  into  bridges  generally.  There 
is  no  reason  why  our  cities  should  give  the  impres- 
sion of  everlasting  greyness,  and  the  Art  Jury 
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heartily  approves  the  precedent  set  by  the  Bureau 
of  Surveys. 

Another  interesting  bridge  is  that  on  the  line 
of  Cambria  Street  over  the  Richmond  Branch  of 
the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railway,  where  by  a 
deviation  in  the  lines  of  the  streets  one  bridge  at 
right  angles  to  the  railroad  was  secured,  instead 
of  two  at  acute  angles.  The  design  itself  is 
unusually  interesting. 


A  number  of  matters  having  to  do  directly  or 
indirectly  with  the  Southern  Plaza,  the  Southern 
Boulevard,  League  Island  Park,  the  Northeastern 
Boulevard,  the  Fairmount  Parkway,  Vernon  Park, 
Washington  Square,  Rittenhouse  Square,  Juniata 
Park,  Bartram's  Garden  and  other  open  spaces 
were  considered  during  the  year.  Philadelphia 
is  setting  a  standard  for  the  country  in  several  of 
these  designs. 

Of  patriotic  and  national  interest  was  the  sub- 
mission of  plans  for  the  restoration  and  improve- 
ment of  Independence  Square  prepared  by  the 
Philadelphia  Chapter  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Architects.  The  Chapter  is  to  be  congratulated 
upon  the  success  of  the  unrequited  labours  of  its 
members. 


Among  the  submissions  of  buildings  we  comment 
especially  upon  a  charming  design  for  a  Fisheries 
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Building,  submitted  by  the  State  Department  of 
Fisheries. 

Other  important  buildings,  shown  by  plans 
submitted,  were  a  fire-house  for  Byberry,  an 
intake-chamber  building  for  the  sedimentation 
basin  of  the  Torresdale  Filter  Plant,  a  public 
comfort  station  for  Disston  Park,  and  refreshment 
pavilions  for  Bartram's   Garden    and  Juniata 


During  the  year  the  Art  Jury  approved  two 
portraits  of  former  Mayors,  and,  in  regard  to  such 
portraits  and  also  portrait  busts  to  be  made  here- 
after, made  the  following  recommendations: 

"The  Jury  approves  the  efforts  being  made 
to  complete  the  collection  of  portraits  of  Mayors 
of  the  City;  it  recommends  that  such  portraits 
should  hereafter  be  painted  during  the  terms 
of  office  of  the  respective  Mayors  and  suggests 
that  it  be  consulted  as  to  the  size  of  canvas  to 
be  used  in  each  case.  The  Jury  also  advises 
that,  in  future,  portrait  busts  of  Mayors  shall 
be  secured  during  their  respective  terms  of 
office,  the  Jury  to  be  consulted  as  to  size  in  each 
case.'' 

Works  of  Art  and  the  Art  Museum 

Eleven  submissions  covered  designs  or  locations 
or  alterations  to  monuments,  fountains  or  vases. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  latent  interest  in  these 
embellishments  of  the  city  and  it  is  the  object  of 
the  Art  Jury  to  arouse  this  latent  interest  into 
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action,  always  being  mindful,  however,  that  a 
work  of  art  should  be  a  work  of  art,  not  merely  a 
piece  of  granite  or  bronze,  or  a  covering  of  canvas 
by  pigment.  The  Art  Jury  is  confident  that  the 
completion  of  the  Art  Museum  will  be  marked  by  a 
considerable  expression  of  this  interest,  which  will 
take  the  form  of  public-spirited  gifts,  not  only 
of  great  collections,  but  of  individual  works  in 
sculpture  or  painting  as  well.  The  bequest  of 
the  late  Ellen  PhiUips  Samuel  to  the  Fairmount 
Park  Art  Association  of  a  fund  of  upwards  of  two- 
thirds  of  a  million  dollars,  the  income  to  be  used 
for  works  in  sculpture  to  be  placed  in  Fairmount 
Park,  is  a  precedent,  that  will  bear  its  full  fruition 
in  imitation  by  others,  only  when  the  city  tangibly 
shows  its  appreciation  of  the  civic  as  well  as 
economic  value  of  art  by  the  actual  erection  of 
the  Museum. 

A  list  of  matters  submitted  or  considered  during 
the  year  is  attached  hereto. 

On  behalf  of  the  Art  Jury: 


Chas.  C.  Harrison, 

Presidents 


PraLADELPHiA,  February  1,  1915. 
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APPENDIX 


MATTERS  SUBMITTED  OR  CONSIDERED  IN  1914 

For  action  on  submissions  made  and  finally 
passed  upon  before  January  1st,  1914,  see  previous 
reports.  The  following  list  covers,  in  numerical 
order,  the  plans  and  designs  submitted  before 
January  1st,  1914,  but  considered  after  that  date, 
as  well  as  those  submitted  during  1914,  whether 
finally  disposed  of  or  not.  Revised  plans  are 
frequently  requested:  this  list  gives  only  the 
final  action,  where  such  action  has  been  taken. 


5  Development  of  League  Island  Park.  Plant- 
ing Plans  approved  during  1914.  Pending. 
(See  Submissions  Nos.  61,  62,  139, 
140-1-2-3-4-5-6-7.) 

9  Lamp-Posts  for  the  United  Gas  Improve- 
ment Company.  Pending. 

20  Memorial  Fountain  to  Dr.  Harriet  S.  French. 
Approved. 

40  Roof  for  Music  Pavilion  near  Strawberry 
Mansion,  Fairmount  Park.  Pending. 

61  Plans  of  the  Southern  Boulevard.  Pending. 
During  the  year  1914  the  following  plans 
were  acted  upon: 


Typical  Cross  Sections;  one  from  Patti- 
son  Avenue  southward  to  the  point 
where  the  rise  to  the  Belvedere  is  to 
begin;  and  the  other,  from  Bigler 
Street  to  Pattison  Avenue.  Approved. 


Submis- 
sion No. 
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Submis- 
sion No. 


Portion  of  Boulevard  at  crossing  of 
railroad  tracks  and  a  plan  of  the 
Belvedere  subject  to  further  action 
on  architectural  details.  Approved. 

Bridge  to  carry  Broad  Street  over  the 
Joint  Four  Track  Railroad  (Belt  Line), 
subject  to  future  submission  of  archi- 
tectural details  of  parapet  walls  above 
the  level  of  the  bridge.  Approved. 
Plan  showing  details  of  parapets  for 
the  bridge  itself  also  approved. 

Revised  grading  plan  and  cross  section 
through  terminus.  Approved  as  pre- 
liminary plans,  with  certain  recom- 
mendations. 


62  Plans  of  the  Southern  Plaza.  Pending. 
During  the  year  1914  the  following  plans 
were  acted  upon: 

Revised  plan  of  detail  of  Central  Portion 

of  the  Plaza.  Approved. 
Revised  plan  for  pool.    Approved,  with 
recommendation. 

84  Design  of  Refreshment  Stand  to  be  erected 
southwest  of  Woodford  Guard  House, 
Fairmount  Park.  Approved. 

98  Plans  for  the  development  of  Washington 

Square.  Pending. 

99  Plans  for  Dressing,  Locker  and  Attendants' 

Rooms,  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with 
Public  Bathing  in  Forebay  near  Aquarium, 
Fairmount  Park.  Pending. 

106    Plans  for  Bell  Telephone  Building,  Seven- 
teenth and  Arch  Streets.  Approved. 

109    Preliminary  and  Final  Plans  for  the  Improve- 
ments  to   Vernon  Park,  Germantown. 
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SUBMIS- 
BION  No. 


General  Plans  approved,  except  the  Foun- 
tain. Pending. 

112  Power  Plant  for  the  Home  of  the  Indigent, 
Holmesburg.  Location  approved.  Pend- 
ing. 

115  Bridge  to  Connect  the  Bourse  Building  with 
the  Rear  of  No.  406  Market  Street.  Dis- 
approved. 

117  Design  for  Overhanging  Sign  at  Nos.  1023-27 

Chestnut  Street.  Approved. 

118  Design  for  Overhanging  Sign  at  No.  7673 

Germantown  Avenue.  Pending. 

119  Lamp  Standard.  Pending. 

121  Request  for  modification  of  Plans  of  the 

Southern  Boulevard  heretofore  approved. 
Open-Cut  Subway.    Not  approved. 

122  Electric  Sign,  Nos.  1241-45  North  Fifty- 

second  Street.  Approved. 

123  Electric  Sign,  No.   1010  Lehigh  Avenue. 

Approved,  with  recommendation. 

124  Lamp  Standard.  Disapproved. 

125  Lamp  Standards.  Disapproved. 

126  Lamp  Standard.  Disapproved. 

127  Lamp  Standard.  Disapproved. 

128  Lamp  Standard.  Disapproved. 

129  Bequest  to  City  of  Paintings  and  Money. 

Reconunendation  that  bequest  be  not 
accepted. 

130  Electric  Sign  for  S.  W.  corner  Thirteenth  and 

Commerce  Streets.  Approved. 

131  Combination  Patrol  and  Fire  Box  Post. 

Approved. 
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132  Reflector  for  Advertising  Sign,  No-  3521 

Market  Street.  Approved. 

133  Lamp  Standards.    Not  approved. 

134  Lamp  Standards  for  Chester  Avenue  Bridge. 

Approved. 

135  Shelter  Houses  at  the  Queen  Lane  Filters. 

Approved. 

136  Plans  for  Fish  Hatchery.  Approved. 

137  Electric  Sign  at  No.  2914  Kensington  Ave- 

nue.   Approved,  with  recommendation. 

138  Electric  Sign  at  Fifty-second  Street  and 

Girard  Avenue.  Pending. 

139  Overlook,  League  Island  Park.  Pending. 

140  Concert    Grove,    League    Island  Park. 

Approved,  with  certain  recommendations. 

141  Concrete  Bridge  on  Road  "C,"  League 

Island  Park.  Approved. 

142  Concrete  Bridge  on  Road  "A,"  League 

Island  Park.  Approved. 

143  Concrete  Bridge  on  Road  "D,"  League 

Island  Park.  Approved. 

144  Concrete  Bridge  on  line  of  Circuit  Road, 

League  Island  Park.  Approved. 

145  Concrete  Bridge  on  line  of  Circuit  Road, 

League  Island  Park.  Approved. 

146  Bubbler  Fountains,  League  Island  Park. 

Approved. 

147  Bubbler  Fountains,  League  Island  Park. 

Approved. 

148  Lamp  Posts.  Pending. 

149  Extension  to  Wayne  Avenue  Bridge  at 

Wayne  Junction.    No  action  taken. 
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150 

151 

152 

153 
154 

155 
156 
157 

158 
159 

160 

161 

162 

163 


Extension  to  Germantown  Avenue  Bridge, 
at  Wayne  Junction.    No  action  taken. 

Arc  Lamp  Standards.    Not  approved. 

Electric  Reflectors  for  Sign,  Ninth  Street  and 
Columbia  Avenue.  Approved. 

Bridge  on  line  of  Eighty-fourth  Street,  over 
Darby  Creek.  Approved. 

Bridge  on  line  of  Seventy-first  Street,  over 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  Washington 
Railroad.  Approved. 

Footbridge  on  line  of  Reed  Street,  over 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  Approved. 

Bridge  on  Une  of  Fifth  Street,  over  North 
Pennsylvania  Railroad.  Approved. 

Portrait  of  the  Hon.  Robert  T.  Conrad, 
First  Mayor  of  the  Consolidated  City. 
Approved. 

Vases  (reproduction  of  an  antique)  for 
Rittenhouse  Square.  Approved. 

Lamp  Post  erected  temporarily  in  City  Hall 
Court  Yard  to  test  high  pressure  gas 
lamps.  Approved,  for  temporary  installa- 
tion. 

Lamp  Post  and  Lantern  to  be  used  by  the 
City  in  1915  for  gas  and  gasoline  lighting. 
Pending. 

Public  School  Building  at  Forty-seventh  and 
Locust  Streets.    No  action  taken. 

Development  of  Independence  Square.  All 
plans  approved,  either  as  first  submitted 
or  as  revised,  including  the  design  of  lamp 
posts,  the  last  named  subject  to  the 
submission  of  the  location  of  the  posts. 

Revision  of  Electric  Lighting  of  Rittenhouse 
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164 

165 

166 
167 

168 

169 

170 

171 

172 

173 

174 

175 
176 


Square.  Location  of  lights  approved. 
Design  of  post  and  lantern  pending. 

Portrait  of  the  Hon.  John  E.  Reyburn. 
Approved. 

Lamp  Posts  for  Fifty-second  Street  and 
Wyalusing  Avenue.    Not  approved. 

Spring  Garden  Street  Grass  Plots.  Approved. 

Electric  Sign  at  No.  205  South  Fifty-second 
Street.  Approved. 

Electric  Sign  at  S.  E.  corner  Ninth  and 
Chestnut  Streets.  Approved. 

Electric  Sign  at  S.  E.  corner  Ninth  and 
Chestnut  Streets.  Approved. 

Electric  Sign  at  S.  E.  corner  Ninth  and 
Chestnut  Streets.  Withdrawn. 

Standard  Design  for  Temporary  Platforms 
over  Sidewalks.  Approved,  with  recom- 
mendation. 

Change  in  position  of  Bridge  (Private  Struc- 
ture) at  No.  2023  Naudain  Street,  west  of 
Twentieth  Street.  Approved. 

Re-location  of  Statue  known  as  "Miss 
Philadelphia."  Suggestion  of  new  loca- 
tion approved. 

Exterior  plans  of  Office  Building  (Private 
Structure)  to  be  located  on  the  N.  W. 
corner  of  Seventeenth  and  Arch  Streets. 
Approved. 

Electric  Sign  at  No.  126  Market  Street. 
Approved. 

Design  of  two  Electric  Signs  at  Broad  Street 
and  Snyder  Avenue  (Broadway  Theatre). 
Approved. 
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177 
178 

179 
180 

181 
182 

183 

184 

185 

186 


Temporary  installation  of  Pole  in  City  Hall 
Court  Yard  for  testing  high  pressure  gas 
lamps.  Approved,  as  temporary  struc- 
ture. 

Ten  Lamp  Standards,  numbered  178-A  to 
178-J.  Nos.  178-A  and  178-B  were 
approved,  subject  to  submission  of  loca- 
tion; Nos.  178-C  to  178-G  inclusive,  and 
178-J  were  not  approved;  No.  178-H  was 
approved,  subject  to  certain  exceptions; 
and  No.  178-1  was  approved,  with  certain 
reservations.  Nos.  178-H  and  178-1  are 
still  pending. 

Control  House  at  the  Queen  Lane  Filters. 
Approved. 

Alterations  to  School  Building  at  N.  W. 
corner  Nineteenth  and  Reed  Streets.  No 
action  taken. 

Marquise  at  N.  W.  corner  Fifty-second  and 
Locust  Streets.  Approved. 

Footbridge  on  Une  of  Warrington  Avenue, 
over  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  Central 
Railroad.  Approved. 

Apparatus  for  Displaying  News  Items,  Broad 
Street  and  Columbia  Avenue.    Not  ap- 
•  proved. 

Building  for  use  of  Child  Federation  to  be 
erected  in  the  City  Hall  Court  Yard. 
Approved,  as  temporary  structure. 

Base  Ball  Score  Board  for  Lincoln  Building, 
South  Penn  Square.  Approved,  as  tem- 
porary structure. 

Marquise  over  Footway  on  Broad  Street, 
between  Lehigh  Avenue  and  Somerset 
Street.  Approved. 
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188 
189 
190 
191 
192 
193 

194 

195 

196 
197 
198 
199 
200 


Temporary  Decorative  Electric  Sign  for  use 
during  Convention  of  National  Electric 
Light  Association.  Approved, 

Electric  Sign  at  No.  1312  Chestnut  Street. 
Approved. 

Electric  Sign  at  No.  3030  Kensington  Ave- 
nue. Approved. 

Electric  Sign  at  No.  5551  Germantown  Ave- 
nue. Approved. 

Electric  Sign  at  No.  2914  Kensington  Ave- 
nue. Approved. 

Electric  Sign  at  No.  936  Arch  Street.  Ap- 
proved. 

Electric  Sign  for  Parkway  Building,  S.  E. 
corner  Broad  and  Cherry  Streets.  Ap- 
proved. 

Fence  and  Entrance  Gates  for  Kingsessing 
Playground.  Approved,  with  recommen- 
dation. 

Electric  Flasher  Box  for  Globe  Theatre,  N. 
E.  corner  Juniper  and  Market  Streets. 
Approved. 

Marquise  over  Sidewalk,  S.  W.  corner  Fifth 
and  Cherry  Streets.  iVpproved. 

Design  of  Drinking  Fountain  for  Fairmount 
Park.  Pending. 

Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  807-813  Walnut 
Street.    Not  approved. 

Street  Signs  for  Congress  Hall.  Design 
approved;  location  pending. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Electric  Wire  Posts 
overhanging  Filbert  and  Commerce  Streets. 
Approved. 
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202 

203 
204 

205 

206 

207 
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209 

210 

211 

212 
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214 
215 
216 


Temporary  Trolley  Poles  for  Southern  Boule- 
vard. Approved. 

Fire  Escape  for  S.  W.  corner  Thirteenth  and 
South  Streets.  Approved. 

Bequest  of  Paintings,  etc.  Pending. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  2217  North  Twenty- 
ninth  Street.  Approved. 

Marquise  for  No.  4032  Market  Street.  Ap- 
proved. 

Marquise  for  N.  W.  corner  Broad  and  Race 
Streets.    Approved,  with  recommendation. 

Street  Lighting  Standard.  Pending. 

Fire  Escape  for  No.  1643  North  Broad 
Street.  Approved. 

Fire  Escape  for  S.  W.  corner  Thirteenth  and 
Spring  Garden  Streets.  Approved. 

Marquise  for  S.  W.  corner  Germantown 
Avenue  and  Tulpehocken  Street.  Ap- 
proved. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Insulator  Supports 
— Market,  Ludlow,  Chestnut,  Walnut  and 
South  Street  Bridges.  Approved. 

Fire  Escape  for  No.  1801  North  Broad 
Street.  Approved. 

Architectural  Treatment  of  Broad  Street 
Entrance  into  League  Island  Park.  Pend- 
ing. 

Fire  Escape  and  Fireproof  Doors  for  No. 
115  Chestnut  Street.  Approved. 

Extension  to  Belmont  Filter  Station.  Ap- 
proved. 

Plans  of  Belmont  Pumping  Station  Roof, 
Pent-House,   Tower   and  Hopper.  Ap- 
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proved,  reserving  jurisdiction  of  architect- 
ural details. 

217  Electric  Sign  for  No.  4032  Market  Street. 

Approved. 

218  Fire  Escape  and  Bay  Window  for  S.  W. 

corner  Fifteenth  and  Green  Streets.  Ap- 
proved. 

219  Electric  Sign  for  N.  W.  corner  Fifty-second 

and  Locust  Streets.  Approved. 

220  Proposed  Location  for  Four  Lamp  Posts 

for  Germantown  Avenue  above  Venango 
Street.    Not  approved. 

221  Eighteen  Lamp  Bracket  Designs.   Not  ap- 

proved. 

222  Fire  Escape  for  N.  E.  corner  Third  and 

Noble  Streets.  Approved. 

223  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  North 

Sixth  Street.  Approved. 

224  Marquise  for  No.  620  Market  Street.  Ap- 

proved. 

225  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  Brj^n 

Mawr  Avenue.  Pending. 

226  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  Wynne- 

field  Avenue.  Pending. 

227  Marquise  for  N.  W.  corner  Eighth  and 

Walnut  Streets.  Approved. 

228  Electric  Sign  for  No.  44  North  Eleventh 

Street.  Approved. 

229  Three-story  Bridge   between  buildings  on 

Hutchinson  Street,  south  of  Parrish  Street. 
Approved. 

230  Marquise  for  Nos.  3321-23  Chestnut  Street. 

Approved. 
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231  Brackets  on  Roof  of  Fairmount  Theatre,  N. 

W.  corner  Twenty-sixth  Street  and  Girard 
Avenue.  Approved. 

232  Electric  Sign  for  S.  W.  corner  Market  and 

Marshall  Streets.  Approved. 

233  Electric  Sign  for  No.  2625  West  Lehigh 

Avenue.  Approved. 

234  Fire  Escape  for  No.   309  North  Eighth 

Street.  Approved. 

235  Fire  Escape  for  Nos.  218-220  Walnut  Street. 

Approved. 

236  Fire  Escape  for  Lorraine  Hotel,  Broad  Stteet 

and  Fairmount  Avenue.  Approved. 

237  Fire  Escape  for  Nos.  1314-16  Ridge  Avenue. 

Approved. 

238  Clock  for  Sidewalk,  East  Side  of  German- 

town  Avenue,  twenty-five  feet  south  of 
Coulter  Street.  Approved. 

239  Elevated  Wire  Rope  Support  to  convey  Pipes 

over  Penn  Street,  north  of  Poplar  Street. 
Approved. 

240  Electric  Sign  for  No.  4124  Lancaster  Avenue. 

Approved. 

241  Marquise  at  Fortieth  and  Walnut  Streets. 

Pending. 

242  Trolley  Poles  for  use  on  Southern  Boulevard 

from  Pattison  Avenue  southward  1,565 
feet.    Approved,  with  condition. 

243  Fire  Escape  for  No.  4629  Frankford  Avenue. 

Approved. 

244  Two  Electric  Signs  for  Twelfth  Street,  Morris 

Street  and  Passyunk  Avenue.  Approved. 

245  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  Church 
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Street,  Frankford.  Approved,  as  tem- 
porary structure. 

246  Awning  Driveway  Cover  for  No.  1037  North 

Delaware  Avenue.  Approved. 

247  Electric  Sign  for  No.  4721  Frankford  Ave- 

nue. Approved. 

248  Combination  Fire  House  and  Police  Station 

with  Patrol  Garage,  at  N.  W.  corner 
Hunting  Park  Avenue,  Schuyler  and 
Twenty-second  Streets.  Approved. 

249  Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  937-41  South  Street. 

Approved. 

250  Electric  Sign  for  No.  824  North  Broad 

Street.  Approved. 

251  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Feeder  and  Trolley 

Wires  for  Eight  Bridges.  Approved. 

252  Marquise  for  No.   1810  Chestnut  Street. 

Approved. 

253  Electric  Sign  for  No.  23  North  Fifty-second 

Street.  Approved. 

254  Marquise  for  N.  E.  corner  Market  and 

Salford  Streets  (Cross  Keys  Theatre). 
Approved. 

255  Marquise  for  Nos.  2640-46  Kensington  Ave- 

nue. Approved. 

256  Electric  Sign  for  No.  3624  North  Broad 

Street.  Withdrawn. 

257  Typical  Span  Construction  for  Trolley  Poles, 

Reed  and  Wharton  Streets,  between 
Twenty -seventh  and  Thirty -fourth  Streets; 
Twenty-seventh  and  Thirty -fourth  Streets, 
between  Reed  and  Wharton  Streets.  Ap- 
proved. 

258  Electric  Sign  for  S.  E.  corner  Filbert  and 
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Juniper  Streets.  Approved,  with  condi- 
tion. 

Highway  Bridge  on  line  of  Glenwood  Avenue 
and  Seventh  Street  over  the  Richmond 
Branch  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading 
Railway.  Approved. 

Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railway  Com- 
pany's Bridge  over  Nixon  Street,  at 
Fountain  Street.  Approved. 

Shelter  and  Storage  Building  for  Whitehall 
Commons  Playground.  Approved,  as  tem- 
porary structure. 

Alteration  to  Fountain  and  Basin,  Wharton 
Square.  Approved. 

Public  Comfort  Station,  Disston  Park.  Ap- 
proved. 

Standard  Design  of  Iron  Awnings.  Not  ap- 
proved. 

Memorial  Fountain  to  General  John  Fulton 
Reynolds,  Reynolds  Post  Park,  and  a 
new  design  for  the  Park.  Pending. 

Refreshment  Pavilion,  Bartram's  Garden. 
Design  approved;  location  pending. 

Opening  of  TuUp  and  Emerald  Streets  under 
Richmond  Branch  of  Philadelphia  and 
Reading  Railway.  Approved. 

Refreshment  Pavilion,  Juniata  Park.  Design 
approved;  location  pending. 

Three  Ornamental  Iron  Lamp  Posts,  east 
side  of  Germantown  Avenue,  below  More- 
land  Street,  Chestnut  Hill.  Design  ap- 
proved, subject  to  submission  of  model; 
location  not  approved. 
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270  Drinking  Fountain  for  Horses  and  Smaller 

Animals.  Pending. 

271  Electric  Sign  for  No.  4443  Main  Street, 

Manay  unk.    Approved . 

272  Electric  Sign  for  No.  33  North  Eleventh 

Street.    Approved,  with  reservation. 

273  Electric  Sign  for  No.   701   West  Girard 

Avenue.  Pending. 

274  Awning  for  No.  1715  McKean  Street.  Ap- 

proved. 

275  Temporary  Arch  and  Pillars  for  Broad  Street, 

from  Walnut  to  Spruce  Street.  Approved, 
as  temporary  structures. 

276  Concrete  Pedestal  containing  Bubbler  Drink- 

ing Fountain.    General  Design.  Pending. 

277  Fire  Escape  for  S.  W.  corner  Thirteenth  and 

Cherry  Streets.  Approved. 

278  Temporary  Parapets  f or  Germanto wn  Avenue 

Bridge  over  the  Richmond  Branch,  Phila- 
delphia and  Reading  Railway.  Approved. 

279  Rostrum,  Memorial  to  Joseph  Fels.  Pend- 

ing. 

280  Electric  Sign  for  No.  2212  North  Front 

Street.  Approved. 

281  Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  3540-42  North  Seven- 

teenth Street  (Tioga  Theatre) .  Approved. 

282.    Electric  Sign  for  N.  W.  corner  Thirteenth 
and  Market  Streets.    Not  approved. 

283  PubHc  Comfort  Station  and  Band  Stand, 

Vernon  Park.  Withdrawn. 

284  Addition  to  Wister  Mansion  for  Museum 

and  Library,  Vernon  Park.  WithdrawTi. 
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285  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1622  South  Street. 

Pending. 

286  Design  and  location  of  Telephone  Poles 

across  the  Northeast  Boulevard  at  Castor 
Road  (Oxford  Circle).     Not  approved. 

287  Fire  Escape  for  No.  850  North  Franklin 

Street.  Approved. 

288  Electric  Sign  for  N.  E.  corner  Twelfth  and 

Girard  Streets.  Approved. 

289  Marquise  over  Footway  at  N.  E.  corner 

Seventh  Street  and  Girard  Avenue.  Dis- 
approved. 

290  Concrete  Arch  Bridge  on  line  of  Sherwood 

Avenue  over  East  Branch  of  Indian  Run, 
Overbrook.  Plans  generally  approved, 
with  certain  exceptions. 

291  Fire  Escape  for  No.  717  South  Eleventh 

Street.  Approved. 

292  Lamp  Brackets  (Eight)  for  N.  W.  corner 

Broad  Street  and  Susquehanna  Avenue. 
Pending. 

293  Flagpole  for  Fotterall  Square,  Twelfth  and 

Cumberland  Streets.  Approved. 

294  Fire  Escape  for  No.  228  North  Third  Street. 

Approved. 

295  Bridge  on  line  of  Cambria  and  A  Streets 

over  the  Richmond  Branch  of  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Reading  Railway.  Approved. 

296  Two  Electric  Signs  for  Piers  of  Pennsylvania 

Railroad  Bridge,  North  Philadelphia  Sta- 
tion.   Not  approved. 

297  Fire  Escape  for  Nos.  25  and  27  North 

Fourth  Street.  Pending. 
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298  Byberry  Road  Firehouse.  Pending. 

299  Electric  Sign  for  "Cross  Keys"  Theatre, 

Market  Street  near  Fifty-ninth  Street. 
Not  approved. 

300  Electric  Sign  (Temporary)  for  Wanamaker 

Store.  Approved. 

301  Intake  Chamber  Building  for  Sedimentation 

Basin,  Torresdale  Filter  Plant.  Approved. 

302  Ordinance  to  permit  John  B.  Stetson  Memo- 

rial at  Broad  and  Cayuga  Streets.  Affirma- 
tive recommendation. 

303  Bird  House  for  Zoological  Society  of  Phila- 

delphia. Pending. 
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MEMBERS 
DURING  1915 
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Hon.  Rudolph  Blankbnburg, 
Charles  Grafly,  Sculptor 
Eli  Kirk  Price,  a  Commis- 
sioner of  Fairmount  Park 

Charles  Custis  Harrison 
Edward  T.  Stotesbury 
Leslie  W.  Miller 
Hugh    H.  Breckenridge, 
Painter 

Joseph  E.  Widener 
Paul  P.  Cret,  Architect 
William  H.  Ball,* 
Edwin  Clark,* 

William  H.  Connell,* 
Carleton  E.  Davis,* 
Clayton  W.  Pike,* 
John  A.  Vogleson,* 
George  S.  Webster,* 


Mayor,  ex-officio 

Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
day of  April,  1916 

Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
day of  April,  1917 

Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
day of  April,  1918 

Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
day of  April,  1919 
Chief  .Bureau  of  City  Property 
Chief,  Bureau  of  Building 

Inspection 
Chief,  Bureau  of  Highways 
Chief,  Bureau  of  Water 
Chief,  Electrical  Bureau 
Chief,  Bureau  of  Health 
Chief   Engineer    and  Sur- 
veyor, Bureau  of  Surveys 


During  Dr.  Cret*s  absence,  the  Art  Jury  has  had  the  assistance  of 
Mr.  Milton  B.  MedarY,  Jr.,  Second  Vice-President  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Architects,  as  architectural  adviser. 

Charles  Custis  Harrison,  President 

Leslie  W.  Miller,  Vice-President 

Andrew  Wright  Crawford,  Secretary 


*  In  accordance  with  the  Act  of  Assembly  that  created  this  Department  of 
the  City  Government,  which  provides  that,  in  all  matters  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Art  Jury  pertaining  to  the  work  under  the  special  charge  of 
a  Bureau  in  any  Department  of  the  City,  the  head  of  such  Bureau  shall 
also,  for  the  time  being,  act  as  a  member  of  the  Jury  ex-officio,  the  Chiefs  of 
Bureaus  named  acted  as  members,  ex-officio,  on  matters  pertaining  to  work 
under  their  charge. 
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FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  ART  JURY 


To  THE  Honourable  Thomas  B.  Smith, 
Mayor  of  Philadelphia: 

Sir: — ^In  accordance  with  the  Act  of  Assembly 
creating  the  Art  Jury,  I  have  the  honour  to  pre- 
sent herewith  a  report  of  its  proceedings  during 
the  calendar  year  1915. 


The  Art  Jury  approved  in  principle  the  general 
scheme  and  location  of  the  Philadelphia  Museum 
of  Art,  reserving  to  the  Jury  the  right  to  pass  upon 
the  detailed  plans  to  be  submitted  from  time  to 
time.  The  general  plan  has  been  reproduced  in 
the  form  of  a  model  of  the  building  and  its  ap- 
proaches, at  a  scale  of  one-eighth  of  an  inch  to  the 
foot,  which  is  now  under  consideration  by  the  Jury. 

The  Jury  is  convinced  that  the  building  will  be 
one  of  great  distinction,  worthy  of  its  unique  site, 
the  natural  advantages  of  which  will  be  increased 
by  the  completion  of  the  Parkway  and  its  terminal 
plaza  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the  Museum. 


The  Art  Museum 
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The  building  will  be  worthy  of  the  Metropolis,  of 
which  it  will  be  for  many  years  the  chief  adorn- 
ment. 

It  is  a  matter  of  gratification  that  the  electors 
of  the  City  have  already  approved  two  loans  for 
this  project  and  that  the  City  Councils  have  indi- 
cated a  desire  to  provide  an  adequate  sum  for  the 
purpose.  The  actual  completion  of  the  Art  Mu- 
seum is  the  important  civic  purpose  now  to  be 
accomplished,  and  we  earnestly  recommend  it  to 
your  favourable  and  effective  consideration. 


During  the  year  eighty-four  submissions  were 
made  of  designs  for  private  structures  to  be  erected 
on  or  over  public  streets.  There  were  thirty-five 
submissions  of  designs  of  electric  signs,  including 
reflectors  and  brackets;  twenty-one  for  marquises 
and  awnings;  thirteen  for  fire-escapes  and  fifteen 
for  privately  owned  structures  of  various  kinds. 
All  of  these  are  examples  of  private  use  of  public 
space. 


The  experience  of  the  year  has  again  empha- 
sized the  importance  of  legislation  to  clear  away 
sidewalk  obstructions,  both  those  overhead  and 
those  on  the  surface.  We  record  with  pleasure 
that,  at  the  request  of  the  Art  Jury,  an  ordinance 
was  passed  limiting  to  four  feet  the  extent  to  which 


Private  Structures 


Sidewalk  Obstructions 
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marquises  or  awnings  may  extend  over  the  build- 
ing line,  except  in  front  of  railroad  stations,  theatres, 
and  hotels,  which  may  have  one  such  awning  ex- 
tending to  the  curb  in  front  of  one  door  of  the 
building  facing  on  each  street  from  which  it  may 
have  an  entrance.  The  ordinance  forbids  adver- 
tising on  marquises  or  awnings  erected  hereafter. 

There  are  other  matters  for  which  stringent 
rules  should  be  established  by  ordinances  of  Coun- 
cils. We  refer  especially  to  signs  hanging  over  the 
sidewalks,  whether  illuminated  or  not.  The  value 
of  such  signs  as  advertisements  is  temporary  and 
fictitious.  The  sign  first  erected  secures  some 
notice;  a  second  sign  alongside  of  it  secures  less 
notice,  and  may  shut  off,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the 
previous  sign  on  one  side;  a  third  sign,  placed  on 
the  other  side  of  the  first  sign,  may  completely 
destroy  its  value.  It  is  sometimes  urged  that  such 
illuminated  signs  add  to  the  lighting  of  the  city  at 
night.  They  do, — to  a  slight  extent, — ^but  it  has 
been  pointed  out  to  us  by  a  representative  of  one 
of  the  Street  Business  Men's  Associations  that 
many  of  them  are  lit  only  for  half  an  hour  or  an 
hour,  to  attract  the  attention  of  people  on  their 
way  to  theatres.  Some  of  them  are  not  lit  at  all, 
but  are  used  only  as  day-time  advertisements. 

We  here  repeat  the  recommendation,  contained 
in  our  Second  Annual  Report,  that  all  signs, 
whether  illuminated  or  not,  be  placed  parallel 
with  and  close  against  the  fagades  of  the  buildings 
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Outshore  elevation  of  one  of  the  Southwark  Municipal  Piers. 
Approved  by  the  Art  Jury. 
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to  which  they  are  attached.  If  aflBxed  in  this  way, 
one  sign  cannot  interfere  with  the  view  of  another, 
and  occupants  of  shops  in  the  middle  of  the  block, 
as  distinguished  from  those  at  the  corners — and 
there  are  many  more  interior  than  corner  proper- 
ties— may  secure  increased  advertising  at  a  lower 
cost,  while  furnishing  by  illuminated  signs  more 
light  to  the  sidewalk  at  night. 

Signs  flat  against  the  building  can  generally  be 
placed  so  as  not  to  injure  its  appearance.  This 
will  become  increasingly  evident  as  time  goes  on, 
beca,use  architects  can  readily  provide,  in  designs 
of  main  facades,  suitable  locations  for  such  signs. 
We  refer  in  this  connection  to  a  design,  which 
showed  a  V-shaped  sign,  that,  in  its  proposed  loca- 
tion, would  have  interfered  with  the  light  of  several 
windows.  The  design  was  disapproved,  and  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  Jury  the  applicant  referred 
the  question  to  the  architect,  who  offered  a  satis- 
factory solution  by  cutting  the  sign  into  two  and 
placing  each  half  between  two  windows  on  differ- 
ent portions  of  the  building. 

It  is  agreeable  to  report  that  the  Chairman  of 
the  Civic  and  Street  Improvement  Committee  of 
the  Chestnut  Street  Business  Men's  Association 
has  called  the  attention  of  the  Jury  to  a  systematic 
effort  suggested  by  that  Association  against  the 
abuse  of  the  projecting-sign  privilege.  The  Chair- 
man states:  "In  fact  this  abuse  was  one  of  the 
factors  which  led  to  the  organization  of  our  As- 
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sociation."  He  also  sent  us  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  an  out-of-town  company  operating  a  corner 
store  on  Chestnut  Street,  which  has  one  of  the 
largest  signs  on  that  street,  in  which  the  company 
stated: 

"We  fully  agree  with  you  that  the  sign  privi- 
lege on  Chestnut  Street  in  your  city  is  a  dis- 
grace. *  *  *  We  would  be  only  too  much 
pleased  to  remove  our  sign,  if  all  the  balance 
would  acquiesce  to  do  the  same.  *  *  *  We 
would  only  be  too  much  pleased  to  assist  to  try 
to  remove  them  all  on  Chestnut  Street.  *  *  * 
We  hope  that  you  will  be  successful  in  having 
them  all  removed,  and  we  will  be  only  too  glad 
to  do  the  same  with  ours." 

We  repeat  our  recommendation,  that  the  privi- 
lege of  using  the  public's  space  over  the  sidewalk 
for  private  advertising,  by  means  of  projecting 
signs,  whether  illuminated  or  not,  be  withdrawn. 


Private  Bridges,  Street  Clocks,  and  Other 


In  view  of  its  experience  of  the  past  years,  the 
Jury  earnestly  recommends  that,  before  an  ordi- 
nance is  presented  to  Councils,  any  applicant  who 
desires  to  erect  a  private  bridge,  street  clock,  or 
similar  structure  over  a  street  be  obliged  to  sub- 
mit the  design  of  the  structure  to  the  Jury  for  its 
approval.  In  this  way  the  applicant  may  save 
money,  as  he  is  required  to  pay  fifty  dollars  on  the 
passage  of  an  ordinance  to  authorize  the  erection 


Obstructions 
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of  such  a  structure,  but  it  cannot  be  erected  until 
approved  by  the  Jury.  During  the  past  year 
councilmanic  authority  was  given  to  carry  two 
iron  pipes  across  an  important  diagonal  highway 
containing  two  trolley  lines,  at  a  point  near  an 
entrance  to  Fairmount  Park,  and  the  applicant 
had  paid  the  fifty  dollars.  The  Jury  disapproved 
the  design  and  recommended  that  the  pipes  go 
underground  instead.  It  would  be  natural  for  the 
applicant,  having  paid  the  money,  to  feel  that  he 
had  acquired  a  right  to  proceed,  even  to  the  dis- 
figurement of  the  city,  but  it  is  a  pleasure  to  re- 
cord that  he  finally  saw  the  justice  of  the  Jury's 
position  and  went  again  to  Councils  and  secured 
authority  to  place  the  pipes  underground.  This 
should  have  been  done  in  the  first  place,  and  it 
would  have  been  done  had  the  matter  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Jury  before  the  first  ordinance  was 
passed. 

The  Jury  has  had  similar  experiences  in  regard 
to  street  clocks  and  other  designs.  We  therefore 
suggest  that  the  attention  of  Councils  be  called  to 
the  advisability  of  adopting  a  rule  requiring  every 
ordinance  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  structure, 
which  must  be  approved  by  the  Art  Jury,  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Jury  with  the  design  of  the  pro- 
posed structure,  before  being  acted  upon  by  the 
appropriate  committee  of  Councils. 
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The  City's  Piers 


During  the  year  the  Jury  approved  a  design  for 
a  Municipal  Pier  at  the  foot  of  McKean  Street. 
In  this  connection  attention  is  called  to  a  plan 
again  reproduced,  showing  a  private  pier,  proposed 
to  be  built  at  Catharine  Street  Wharf,  adjoining 
the  two  piers  of  the  city.  Owing  to  the  action  of 
the  Jury  the  design  of  this  pier  was  made  to  con- 
form to  that  of  the  city  piers  next  to  it.  These 
three  piers  constitute  a  new  standard  for  such 
structures.  The  outshore  elevations  of  the  two 
city  piers,  also  reproduced,  are  believed  to  be  un- 
surpassed in  design. 


During  the  year  thirty-three  submissions  of 
designs  for  railroad  and  highway  bridges  were  con- 
sidered. One  series  of  five  bridges  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad,  River  Front  Branch,  along  the 
north  side  of  Lehigh  Avenue,  includes  a  wall  along 
Lehigh  Avenue  from  Tulip  Street  to  Aramingo 
Avenue,  and  satisfactory  designs  have  been  sub- 
mitted. An  important  design  submitted  by  the 
Fairmount  Park  Commission  is  that  of  a  bridge 
over  the  Cresheim  Valley  Drive  to  carry  the  Chest- 
nut Hill  Branch  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading 
Railway.  Another  important  bridge  is  that  on  the 
line  of  Holme  Avenue  over  the  Pennypack  Creek 
in  Pennypack  Park. 


Street  and  Railway  Bridges 
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While  bridges  in  parks  are  of  unusual  interest, 
because  so  plainly  visible  from  the  park,  yet  fre- 
quently they  can  be  made  to  redeem  a  neglected 
portion  of  the  city,  inviting  better  private  con- 
struction. A  good-looking  railway  bridge  becomes 
an  asset  for  the  city,  through  the  creation  of  higher 
taxable  values  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  and  an 
asset  for  the  railroad  through  the  creation  of  good- 
will on  the  part  of  the  public.  The  result  of  the 
want  of  that  asset  has  been  demonstrated  by  recent 
railroad  history.  A  railroad  company  which  per- 
sists in  defacing  the  appearance  of  a  city  by  the 
erection  of  ugly  structures — structures  that  the 
public  must  look  at  every  day  of  every  year — must 
suflfer  in  the  opinion  of  citizens. 


The  Jury  passed  upon  the  designs  of  a  portion 
of  the  Frankford  Elevated  Railway.  An  elevated 
railway  is  so  much  cheaper  to  construct  than  a 
subway  that  the  city  ought  to  be  prepared  to 
spend  money  to  make  it  as  attractive  as  pos- 
sible. 

The  forthcoming  "City  Plan  for  Oakland  and 
Berkeley,"'  California,  states: 

"The  issue  to-day  is  not  noisy,  hideous  ele- 
vateds vs.  invisible,  noiseless  subways,  but  con- 
gested, expensive,  uneconomic  subways  vs.  good- 
looking,  airy,  efficient  and  economic  elevated 
railways." 


Elevated  Railways 
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The  most  costly  investment  that  a  city  can 
make  is  an  investment  in  ugliness.  Many  go  to 
see  a  city  which  is  beautiful  and  which  contains 


Detail  of  Annsbury  Street  bridge,  showing  use  of  tile  at  the 
top  of  the  pylon.  There  is  no  reason  why  our  cities  should 
give  the  impression  of  everlasting  grayness,  and  the 
Art  Jury  heartily  approves  the  precedent  of  the 
introduction  of  colour  into  bridges,  set 
by  the  Bureau  of  Surveys. 

beautiful  structures.  Few  go  to  see  a  city  that  is 
ugly.  Five  per  cent,  added  to  the  cost  of  an  over- 
head street  railway,  to  make  it  attractive,  would  be 
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more  than  compensated  by  the  resulting  increase 
in  values  of  abutting  properties. 

There  has  been  marked  improvement  in  the 
design  of  elevated  structures  in  other  cities.  With 
these  precedents  before  it,  Philadelphia  can  plead 
no  excuse  for  failure  to  make  its  elevated  railways 
as  attractive  as  the  best  anywhere.  The  example 
of  Philadelphia,  in  various  aspects  of  its  city  build- 
ing, has  recently  been  quoted  in  Australia,  in  Eng- 
land and  in  Germany,  as  well  as  in  many  American 
cities.  What  Philadelphia  actually  does,  especially 
in  such  undertakings  as  its  Rapid  Transit  system, 
is  not  only  of  local  concern,  but  of  international  in- 
terest, including  the  details  of  structures  as  well 
as  the  general  principles  involved.  Every  reason- 
able expense  should  be  borne  in  order  to  prevent 
any  street  from  being  burdened  for  years  to  come 
by  an  elevated  railway  that  would  be  a  monument 
of  ugliness,  miles  in  length. 


Eighteen  submissions,  received  or  considered  dur- 
ing the  year,  cover  matters  having  to  do  directly 
or  indirectly  with  various  parks,  parkways  and 
playgrounds,  including  the  Southern  Plaza,  the 
Southern  Boulevard,  League  Island  Park,  the  Shot- 
Tower  Playground,  Whitehall  Commons  Play- 
ground, etc. 

With  regard  to  the  Shot-Tower  Playground,  the 
Jury  suggested  to  the  Board  of  Recreation  the 


Parks  and  Parkways 


advisability  of  securing  more  ground  before  the 
design  for  the  playground  was  finally  acted  upon. 
The  Board  of  Recreation  accepted  the  suggestion, 
and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  the  acquisition 
of  a  proposed  addition  has  since  been  provided  by 
ordinance  of  Councils. 

Several  submissions  of  designs  that  will  aflFect 


Medallion  for  the  General  John  Fulton  Reynolds  Monument. 

Approved. 

the  appearance  of  parks  are  commented  upon  else- 
where. We  refer,  for  example,  to  the  lamp-stand- 
ards for  the  Fairmount  Parkway  and  the  North- 
east Boulevard,  to  the  Cresheim  Valley  bridge,  and 
to  the  bridge  to  carry  Holme  Avenue  over  the 
Pennypack  Creek  in  Pennypack  Park. 
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Lamp-standards 


It  is  a  satisfaction  to  report  improvement  in 
designs  for  lighting  standards.  Reference  is  made 
particularly  to  the  design  for  the  electric-light 
standards  for  the  Fairmount  Parkway,  which  the 
Jury  approved,  subject  to  the  submission  of  a 
model.  During  the  coming  year  the  design  for 
gas  lamp-posts  should  have  a  similarly  satisfactory 
solution. 


It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  the  Art  Jury  to  be  able 
to  approve  the  designs  of  several  monuments  and 
tablets  during  the  year.  The  need  of  presenting  a 
design  that  will  maintain  a  high  standard  of  art  is 
becoming  more  generally  recognized;  but,  appar- 
ently, we  are  duplicating  in  Philadelphia  the  ex- 
perience of  other  Art  Commissions  in  having  de- 
signs submitted  that  show  a  desire  to  use  the 
tablet  to  advertise  some  private  organization  or  a 
lack  of  realization  that  a  tablet  needs  designing. 
A  report  of  the  New  York  Art  Commission  states: 

"While  contrasted  with  other  forms  of  monu- 
ments the  tablet  is  inexpensive,  nevertheless,  a 
beautiful  tablet  cannot  be  cheap,  and  in  many 
cases  the  donors  seem  to  fail  to  appreciate  that 
it  requires  great  skill  and  ability  to  design  a 
beautiful  tablet,  and  that  adequate  skill  and 
ability  must  be  paid  for. 

"It  would  seem  that  many  of  those  desiring 
to  erect  tablets  look  upon  them  merely  as  records 


Monuments  and  Tablets 
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Portrait  of  the  Hon.  Robert  T.  Conrad,  First  Mayor  of 
the  Consolidated  City  of  Philadelphia.  Approved. 
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and  not  as  works  of  art.  Usually  the  facts  to  be 
recorded  are  put  in  large  and  conspicuous  letters 
and  figures,  and  the  name  of  the  organization 
erecting  the  tablet  is  made  very  prominent. 
There  seems  to  be  a  fear  that  the  important  facts 
will  be  overlooked  unless  very  much  emphasized. 
Often  the  letters  are  badly  designed  and  care- 
lessly executed,  the  lines  are  of  unequal  lengths, 
and  no  consideration  is  given  to  the  proper 
spacing.  The  unfortunate  eflfect  of  a  tablet  is 
often  due  to  an  attempt  to  incorporate  in  the 
design  the  insignia  of  a  society  erecting  it,  and 
sometimes  an  attempt  is  made  to  embody  many 
symbols.    *    *  * 

"Apparently  few  among  the  many  persons 
who  submit  designs  for  tablets  appreciate  the 
great  importance  of  the  inscription  itself.  Only 
those  who  have  attempted  to  word  an  inscrip- 
tion so  that  it  shall  express  concisely  and  clearly 
the  ideas  intended  and  so  that  the  lines  shall  be 
of  proper  length  respectively,  realize  that  not 
only  great  care  and  study,  but  in  many  cases  a 
considerable  degree  of  scholarship,  are  required  to 
compose  an  inscription  properly.  The  inscrip- 
tion is  the  most  important  part  of  a  commemora- 
tive tablet;  but,  even  though  the  inscription  be 
beautiful  and  well  arranged,  the  lettering  also 
must  be  beautiful  and  properly  executed. 

"In  order  to  increase  the  importance  of  the 
tablet,  usually  a  very  conspicuous  site  is  desired, 
and  often  it  is  proposed  to  bring  a  large  boulder 
and  place  it  in  the  midst  of  a  green  lawn  and  to 
set  the  tablet  in  it.  Tablets  erected  upon  rocks 
and  boulders  soon  become  merely  black  spots 
upon  light  surfaces.  A  beautiful  inscription 
carved  in  the  boulder  or  granite  itself  or  a  gran- 
ite or  marble  slab  set  into  the  rock  usually  would 
be  far  more  suitable.    *    *  * 

"Many  of  those  who  submit  designs  for  such 
tablets  consider  it  a  great  hardship  if  approval 


is  withheld,  and  seem  to  think  that  a  mere  tablet 
is  such  an  unimportant  matter  and  its  object 
and  the  motives  of  the  donors  so  worthy,  that 
any  design  submitted  ought  to  be  approved. 
Unfortunately  this  view  of  memorials  is  not 
wholly  confined  to  those  desiring  to  erect  tablets. 
While  the  Commission  is  not  opposed  to  this 
form  of  commemorating  persons  and  events,  it 
does  not  consider  a  cheap  and  ugly  tablet  a 


Comfort  Station,  Torresdale  Park.  Approved. 


worthy  method  of  commemoration,  and,  what 
is  most  important,  it  certainly  is  not  an  orna- 
ment to  the  city.  *  *  *  There  is  no  more 
forlorn-looking  object  than  a  granite  monument 
placed  in  the  middle  of  a  green  lawn.  It  is  a 
foreigner  to  all  its  nearest  neighbors.  *  *  * 
"While  the  Commission  may  be  in  entire 
sympathy  with  their  desire  to  honor  a  distin- 
guished person,  or  to  commemorate  an  important 
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event,  nevertheless  the  City  Charter  imposes  on 
the  Commission  the  duty  of  accepting  for  the 
City  only  monuments  of  meritorious  character, 
to  be  erected  on  suitable  sites,  keeping  constantly 
in  mind  that  a  monument  once  erected  becomes 
a  permanent  fixture." 


Independence  Hall  is  its  own  best  monument 
and  its  own  best  inscription.  In  regard  to  this 
building,  the  Art  Jury  disapproved  a  tablet,  pro- 
posed to  be  placed  on  one  of  its  walls,  but  recom- 
mended its  insertion  in  the  pavement  adjoining  the 
building. 

During  the  year,  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  new 
submissions  were  made  to  the  Jury  and,  in  addi- 
tion, twenty-four  submissions  made  prior  to  Jan- 
uary 1,  1915,  were  considered. 

A  list  of  all  matters  submitted  to  or  considered 
by  the  Jury  during  the  year  is  appended  hereto. 

On  behalf  of  the  Art  Jury: 


Independence  Hall 


Chas.  C.  Harrison, 

President 


Philadelphia,  February  7,  1916. 
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APPENDIX 


MATTERS  SUBMITTED  OR  CONSIDERED  IN  1915 

For  action  on  submissions  made  and  finally 
passed  upon  before  January  1,  1915,  see  previous 
reports.  The  following  list  covers  the  plans  and 
designs  submitted  before  January  1,  1915,  but 
considered  after  that  date,  as  well  as  those  sub- 
mitted during  1915,  whether  finally  disposed  of  or 
not.  Revised  plans  are  frequently  requested. 
This  list  gives  only  the  final  action,  where  such 
action  has  been  taken. 


5  Development  of  League  Island  Park.  Gen- 
eral Plan  for  League  Island  Park  approved 
in  principle,  with  certain  reservations. 
(This  plan  has  to  do,  also,  with  Submis- 
sions Nos.  61, 139, 140,  and  213.)  Pending. 
61  Southern  Boulevard.  Re-revised  Grading 
Plan,  between  Pattison  Avenue  and  Gov- 
ernment Avenue,  approved,  subject  to 
approval  of  location  and  planting  of  trees 
by  Commissioners  of  Fairmount  Park. 
(See,  also,  report  on  Submission  No.  5.) 
Pending. 

139  Overlook,  League  Island  Park.    (See  report 

on  Submission  No.  5.)  Pending. 

140  Concert  Grove,  League  Island  Park.  (See 

report  on  Submission  No.  5.)  Pending. 
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213  Architectural  Treatment  of  Broad  Street 
Entrance  into  League  Island  Park.  (See 
report  on  Submission  No.  5.)  Pending. 

34  Pastorius  Memorial  Monument,  Vernon  Park, 
Germantown.  Third-size  or  working  model 
approved,  with  suggestions  for  larger  model, 
the  bas-reliefs  being  approved  as  working 
models  only.  Pending. 

62    Southern  Plaza.    Final  plans  approved. 

66  Satterlee  Hospital  Memorial,  Clarence  Clark 
Park.  Revised  design  and  wording  ap- 
proved, with  changes.  Location  approved. 
Changes  in  the  lines  of  walks  of  park  ap- 
proved. 

81  Museum  of  Art,  northwest  side  of  Fairmount 
Plaza.  Substituted  preliminary  plans  ap- 
proved in  principle;  detailed  plans  to  be 
submitted.  Pending. 

98  Development  of  Washington  Square.  Plan 
showing  revision  in  lines  of  walks  approved 
as  representing  the  execution  of  part  of 
recommended  plan.  Pending. 

115  Bridge  to  connect  the  Bourse  Building  with 
the  rear  of  No.  406  Market  Street.  Re- 
vised plan  approved. 

162  Development  of  Independence  Square.  De- 
tails of  Sub-structure  of  Barrj'^  Monument, 
and  treatment  of  its  surroundings,  ap- 
proved. Locations  of  Gas  Lamp-Posts  ap- 
proved. 

216  Belmont  Pumping  Station  Roof,  Pent-House, 
Tower  and  Hopper.  Design  for  Ash  Hoist 
approved.  Pending. 

225  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge,  Schuylkill 
Division,  over  Bryn  Mawr  Avenue.  Re- 
vised design  approved. 
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265  Memorial  Fountain  to  General  John  Fulton 

Reynolds,  Reynolds  Post  Park,  and  new 
design  for  Park.  Revised  design  of  Foun- 
tain approved;  revised  design  for  Park 
approved. 

266  Refreshment  Pavilion,  Bartram's  Garden. 

Location  approved. 

268  Refreshment  Pavilion,  Juniata  Park.  Reso- 
lution not  to  act  on  location  adopted. 

273  Electric  Sign  for  No.  701  West  Girard  Ave- 
nue.   Revised  drawing  approved. 

279  Rostrum — Memorial  to  Joseph  Fels.  Dis- 
approved. 

283  Public  Comfort  Station  and  Band  Stand, 
Vernon  Park.  Approved. 

290  Concrete  Arch  Bridge  on  line  of  Sherwood 
Avenue,  over  East  Branch  of  Indian  Run, 
Overbrook.    Substituted  plans  approved. 

292  Lamp  Brackets  for  northwest  corner  Broad 
Street  and  Susquehanna  Avenue.  Ap- 
proved. 

298  Byberry  Road  Firehouse.  Design  approved. 
Revised  design  of  Cupola  approved. 

303  Bird  House  for  Zoological  Society  of  Phila- 

delphia. Approved. 

304  Marquise  at  Nos.  1529-31  Chestnut  Street. 

Approved. 

305  Electric  Sign  for  No.  23  North  52d  Street 

(A),  Belmont  Theatre.  Substituted  de- 
sign approved. 

306  Flagpole  for  Wharton  Square.     Design  ap- 

proved.    Changed  location  chosen. 

307  Two  Electric  Signs  for  No.  23  North  52d 

Street  (B),  Belmont  Theatre.  Design  ap- 
proved. 


SS 
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308  Electric  Sign  for  No.  23  North  52d  Street 

(C),  Belmont  Theatre.    Design  approved. 

309  North  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over 

Fisher  Avenue.  Approved. 

310  Fire  Escape  for  No.  1703  North  20th  Street. 

Approved. 

311  Nurses'  Home  and  Observation  Building, 

Philadelphia  Hospital  for  Contagious  Dis- 
eases, Second  and  Luzerne  Streets.  Ap- 
proved. Pending. 

312  Philadelphia  and  Newtown  Connecting  Rail- 

road Bridge  over  Third  Street,  Olney. 
Approved,  subject  to  final  approval  of  de- 
tail of  lamps. 

313  Street  Clock   and  Lamp-Post,  No.  4536 

Frankford  Avenue.  Pending. 

314  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1531  Chestnut  Street. 

Revised  plan  approved. 

315  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  (Chestnut  Hill 

Branch)  over  Allegheny  Avenue.  Revised 
plans  approved. 

316  Chime  Clock  for  Sixth  and  Spring  Garden 

Streets.  Disapproved. 

317  Simpson  Memorial.    Designs  disapproved. 

318  Overhead  Sign  for  No.  2943  North  Twenty- 

second  Street.  Disapproved. 

319  Two  Electric  Reflectors  for  No.  23  North 

52d  Street.    Revised  plans  approved. 

320  Lamp  Standards  for  the  Fairmount  Parkway. 

Designs  approved,  subject  to  submission 
of  models.  Locations  of  Standards  and 
Trees  approved  from  Logan  Square  to 
Twenty-second  Street.  Pending. 

321  Electric  Sign  for  No.  818  North  Broad  Street. 

Revised  design  approved;     location  ap- 
proved. 
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322  Fire  Escape  for  No.  919  Ridge  Avenue.  Re- 

vised plan  approved. 

323  Electric  Light  Fixture  for  Globe  Theatre, 

on  Market  Street  east  of  Juniper  Street. 
Approved. 

324  Electric  Light  Fixture  for  Globe  Theatre,  on 

Juniper  Street  north  of  Market  Street. 
Approved. 

325  Planting  Plans  in  connection  with  the  Phila- 

delphia and  Reading  Railway  Company's 
Eighteenth  Street  Bridge.  Approved. 

326  Bridge  across  West  Centre  Entrance  to  City 

Hall,  second  and  third  floors,  to  connect 
oflSces  in  Prothonotary's  Department.  Dis- 
approved. 

327  Recreation  Building  and  Wading  Pool,  Car- 

penter Street  between  Front  and  Second 
Streets.  (Shot-Tower  Playground.)  Pend- 
ing. 

328  Recreation  Building,  Swimming  Pool  and 

Wading  Pool,  Waterview  Park,  German- 
town.  Approved. 

329  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1228  Chestnut  Street. 

Revised  design  and  location  approved. 

330  Electric  Sign  for  No.  938  Market  Street. 

Revised  design  and  location  approved. 

331  Electric  Sign  for  No.  105  South  Thirteenth 

Street.  Approved. 

332  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1207  Market  Street. 

Revised  design  and  location  approved, 
with  condition. 

333  Location  of  New  Library  Building,  Mac- 

Pherson  Square.  Approved. 

334  Bronze  Tablet  in  Independence  Square,  in 

commemoration  of  the  reading  by  John 
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Nixon,  on  July  8,  1776,  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  Pending. 

335  Bridge  to  support  Pipes  and  Conduits  over 

Ridge  Avenue  west  of  Calumet  Street. 
Disapproved. 

336  Electric  Sign  for  No.  4102  Lancaster  Avenue. 

Revised  design  approved,  with  modifica- 
tion; location  approved. 

337  Extension   of   Fifty-eighth   Street  Bridge 

(Cobb's  Creek  Parkway)  over  Baltimore 
Central  Railroad.  Approved. 

338  Marquise  for  No.  802  Vine  Street.  Pending. 

339  Electric  Sign  for  No.  3100  Kensington  Ave- 

nue. Design  and  revised  location  ap- 
proved. 

340  Electric  Lamp  over  Sidewalk  at  Nos.  4545-49 

Lancaster  Avenue.  Disapproved. 

341  Shelter  for  General  Grant's  Cabin,  Fair- 

mount  Park.  Designs  disapproved,  with 
recommendation. 

342  Fire  Escape  for  No.  334  Market  Street.  Ap- 

proved. 

343  Fire  Escape  for  the  northwest  corner  of 

Germantown  and  Lehigh  Avenues.  Ap- 
proved. 

344  Fire  Escape  for  the  northwest  comer  of 

Eighth  Street  and  Girard  Avenue.  Ap- 
proved. 

345  Development  of  Cornelius  Park,  Frankford. 

Revised  plan  of  Walks  approved,  with 
condition. 

346  Bridge  of  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railway 

(Chestnut  Hill  Branch)  over  Cresheim 
Valley  Drive,  Fairmount  Park.  Location 
and  second  revised  design  approved. 

36 


Digitized  by 


SUBMIS- 
BION  No. 


347 
348 
349 

350 
351 
352 

353 
354 

355 

356 

357 
358 

359 


Bridge  over  Wissahickon  Creek,  at  Livesey's 
Lane,  Fairmount  Park.  Modified  approval. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  2258  North  Front 
Street.    Approved,  with  proviso. 

Memorial  Tablet  to  H.  J.  Schwarzmann, 
Memorial  Hall,  Fairmount  Park.  Ap- 
proved. 

Whitehall  Commons  Playground,  Frank- 
ford.    Revised  plan  approved. 

Marquise  for  No.  1102  Sansom  Street.  Dis- 
approved. 

Plot  Plan  for  Playground  at  Twenty-sixth, 
Twenty-seventh,  Moore  and  Morris 
Streets.  Approved,  with  exception  and 
note. 

Electric  Sign  and  Electric  Lanterns  for  No. 
1420  Chestnut  Street.  Approved. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  624  Market  Street. 
Location  and  revised  design  approved, 
with  condition. 

Replacement  of  Superstructure  of  three 
Bridges  of  Pennsylvania  Railroad  over 
Streets.  Approved. 

Fountain  for  Horses  and  Smaller  Animals  for 
the  northwest  corner  of  Baltimore  Avenue 
and  Cobb's  Creek  Parkway.  Design  ap- 
proved preliminarily.  Pending. 

Alterations  to  Dental  Hall,  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  Approved. 

Fountain  for  Horses,  Smaller  Animals  and 
Persons,  for  No.  4205  Walnut  Street. 
Disapproved,  but  permission  given  for 
erection  for  experimental  purposes  only, 
for  one  year. 

Marquise  for  the  northeast  corner  of  Thir- 
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teenth  and  Montgomery  Streets.  Dis- 
approved. 

Holme  Avenue  Bridge  over  Pennypack  Creek, 
Pennypack  Park.  Re-revised  architec- 
tural plan  approved.  Revised  plan  for 
curbing  on  and  adjacent  to  Bridge,  ap- 
proved. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  5217  Chestnut  Street. 
Approved,  with  condition. 

Awning  for  the  southeast  corner  of  Fifty- 
second  and  Market  Streets.  Revised  de- 
sign approved,  with  condition. 

Fire  Escape  for  No.  932  Market  Street.  Re- 
vised plan  approved. 

Marquise  for  No.  28463^.  Kensington  Ave- 
nue. Approved. 

Robert  Morris  Memorial,  for  the  southwest 
corner  of  Broad  and  Arch  Streets.  Pend- 
ing. 

Marquise  for  Building  at  the  northeast  corner 
of  Seventeenth  and  Walnut  Streets.  Re- 
vised plans  approved. 

Scale  House  in  City  Hall  Court- Yard.  Ap- 
proved. 

Drinking  Fountain  for  Fotterall  Square. 
Disapproved.  Pending. 

Three-Story  Bill-Boards  for  the  northeast 
corner  of  Thirty-third  and  Market  Streets. 
Disapproved. 

Alteration  to  Chimney  Parapet,  Queen  Lane 
Pumping  Station.  Approved. 

Granite  Watering  Trough  for  the  southwest 
corner  of  Waterloo  Street  and  Lehigh  Ave- 
nue. Location  approved.  Revised  design 
approved,  with  condition. 
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Whitby  Avenue  and  Fifty-third  Street 
Bridge  over  the  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more Central  Railroad.  Approved  as  pre- 
liminary drawing.  Pending. 

Fire  Escape  for  the  rear  of  No.  1508  Walnut 
Street.  Revised  plan  approved,  with  con- 
dition. 

Coal  Storage  Equipment,  Queen  Lane  Pump- 
ing Station.  Five  original  plans  approved; 
one  revised  plan  approved. 

Marquise  for  the  northwest  comer  of  Fifty- 
second  and  Ludlow  Streets.  Approved. 

New  Parkway  Front  for  Building  at  Nos. 
1619-23  Arch  Street.  Substituted  plans 
approved. 

Front  Street  Bridge  over  Municipal  Hospital 
Drive.  Approved. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  (Schuylkill 
Division)  over  Main  Street  and  Green 
Lane,  Manayunk.  Revised  plans  approved. 

Memorial  Tablet  to  Caesar  Rodney,  Inde- 
pendence Hall.  Disapproved. 

Canopy  over  Entrance  to  Building  at  the 
northwest  comer  of  Forty-seventh  Street 
and  Woodland  Avenue.  Withdrawn. 

Electric  Sign  for  "Cross  Keys"  Theatre, 
Market  Street  near  Fifty-ninth  Street. 
Approved. 

Marquise  for  Nos.  1520-22  Market  Street. 
Approved. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  2300  Market  Street. 
Approved,  with  exception. 

Portrait  of  Colonel  Thomas  Forrest,  Inde- 
pendence Hall.  Portrait  approved;  label 
and  location  pending. 

Drinking  Fountain  for  Fifteenth  Street,  east 
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side,  south  of  Locust  Street.  (Subsequent 
location,  Fifty-second  Street  and  Lancas- 
ter Avenue.)  Approved  for  temporary  use 
at  Fifty-second  Street  and  Lancaster  Ave- 
nue. 

386  Building  for  Shelter,  etc.,  Westmoreland 

Playground.  Approved,  with  condition. 

387  Lamp  Standard  for  use  on  the  Northeast 

Boulevard  and  for  South  Street.  Design 
approved.  Location  of  Standards  on 
Northeast  Boulevard,  from  Broad  Street 
to  Rhawn  Street,  approved,  with  excep- 
tions and  recommendation.  Pending. 

388  Pennsylvania   Railroad   Bridge  (Chestnut 

Hill  Branch)  over  Seventeenth  Street. 
Revised  design  approved. 

389  New  Parkway  Front  for  Building  at  No. 

1625  Arch  Street.  Approved. 

390  Diamond  Street  Bridge  over  Connecting 

Railway.  Approved. 

391  Post  for  Fire  Alarm  Boxes  on  the  Fairmount 

Parkway.  Design  approved;  location 
pending. 

392  Fire  Escape  Balcony  on  rear  portion  of 

Building  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Broad 
and  Jefferson  Streets.  Approved,  with 
modification. 

393  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1510  Chestnut  Street. 

Revised  design  approved;  location  ap- 
proved. 

394  Fire  Escape  for  No.  140  West  Lehigh  Avenue. 

Location  approved;  revised  design  ap- 
proved. 

395  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  (River  Front 

Branch)  over  Tulip  Street.  Design  for 
Bridge  approved,  with  condition.  Design 
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for  Walls  along  Lehigh  Avenue,  between 
Tulip  Street  and  Aramingo  Avenue,  ap- 
proved. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  (River  Front 
Branch)  over  Aramingo  Avenue,  Ap- 
proved, with  condition. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  (River  Front 
Branch)  over  Belgrade  Street.  Re-revised 
design  approved. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  (River  Front 
Branch)  over  Thompson  Street.  Re- 
revised  design  approved. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  (River  Front 
Branch)  over  Richmond  Street.  Ap- 
proved, with  condition. 

Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  1520-22  Market 
Street.    Revised  plans  approved. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company's  Electrifi- 
cation Supports  and  Wiring  over  Girard 
Avenue,  Lansdowne  Drive  and  the  Schuyl- 
kill River.    Reluctantly  approved. 

Orthodox  Street  Bridge  over  Frankford 
Creek.  Approved. 

Marquise  for  the  southwest  corner  of  Fifty- 
second  and  Sansom  Streets.  Re-revised 
plan  approved. 

Awning  for  the  southwest  corner  of  Twenty- 
fourth  Street  and  Indiana  Avenue.  Re- 
revised  design  approved. 

Post  for  Police  Boxes  on  the  Fairmoimt  Park- 
way.   Design  approved;  location  pending. 

North  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over 
Annsbury  Street.  Approved. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  5211  Market  Street. 
Approved. 
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408  Fire  Escape  for  No.  1339  Ridge  Avenue. 

Revised  plan  approved. 

409  Ornamental  Hood  (Awning)  for  No.  2452 

North  Broad  Street.  Approved. 

410  Fire  Escape  for  the  southeast  comer  of 

Eighth  Street  and  Columbia  Avenue.  Ap- 
proved. 

411  Canopy  for  the  northeast  corner  of  Belmont 

and  Girard  Avenues.  Withdrawn. 

412  Canopy  for  No.  938  Market  Street.  With- 

drawn. 

413  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railway  Bridge 

(Richmond  Branch)  over  Emerald  Street. 
Revised  plans  approved. 

414  Pennsylvania   Railroad   Bridge  (Chestnut 

Hill  Branch)  over  Sixteenth  Street  and 
Indiana  Avenue.  Approved. 

415  (a)  Broad  Street  Subway,  Section  1;  En- 

closure for  Hoist  Shafts,  etc.,  City  Hall 
Plazas;  and  (b)  Derrick  Platform  and 
Bin,  in  Court-Yard  of  City  Hall.  Ap- 
proved, with  condition. 

416  Frankford  Elevated  Railway,  Sections  Nos. 

1  to  16  inclusive.  Design  for  the  route 
in  Front  Street,  between  Callowhill  Street 
and  Germantown  Avenue.  Approved. 

417  Pennsylvania   Railroad   Bridge  (Chestnut 

Hill  Branch)  over  Horter  Street.  Approved. 

418  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  Tablet,  East  Gable 

Wall,  under  Arcade,  Independence  Hall. 
Pending. 

419  Torresdale  Avenue  Bridge  over  Frankford 

Creek.   Revised  plan  approved. 

420  Fifty-fourth  Street  Bridge  over  Philadelphia, 

Baltimore  and  Washington  Railroad.  Ap- 
proved. 
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421  Poinsett  Memorial  Tablet,  Clarkson  Park. 

Pending. 

422  Fixtures,  etc.,  for  Pennsylvania  Railroad 

Electrification.  Approved,  with  condition. 

423  Sign  for  Metropolitan  Opera  House.  Dis- 

approved. 

424  Park  at  Ringgold  and  Elkhart  Streets.  Ap- 

proved. 

425  Fire  Escape  for  No.  425  South  Fifteenth 

Street.  Approved. 

426  Brackets  for  No.  1014  Market  Street.  Dis- 

approved. 

427  Marquise  for  Standard  Theatre,  No.  1124 

South  Street.  Withdrawn. 

428  Electric  Sign  for  the  southeast  corner  of 

Juniper  and  Filbert  Streets.  Approved, 
with  condition. 

429  Relocation  of  certain  Statues  on  the  City 

Hall  Plaza.  Pending. 

430  Temporary  Footbridge,  Hartwell  Lane,  over 

Chestnut  Hill  Branch  of  Pennsylvania 
Railroad.  Approved,  as  temporary  struc- 
ture. 

431  Chelten  Avenue  Bridge  over  Chestnut  Hill 

Branch  of  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  Re- 
vised plan  approved. 

432  Penn's  Prayer  Tablet,  City  Hall  Court-Yard. 

Pending. 

433  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1021  Chestnut  Street. 

Pending. 

434  Philadelphia,   Baltimore   and  Washington 

Railroad  Bridge  over  Island  Avenue.  Sub- 
stituted plans  approved. 

435  Pennsylvania    Railroad    Bridge,  Fairhill 

Branch,  over  Tioga  Street.  Disapproved. 
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436  Municipal  Pier,  foot  of  McKean  Street,  Del- 

aware River.    Revised  plans  approved. 

437  Electric  Sign  for  No.  833  North  Broad  Street. 

Disapproved. 

438  Bulletin  Board  for  No.  238  North  Broad 

Street.  Withdrawn. 

439  Restoration  of  Chestnut  Hill  Water  Tower, 

Pending. 

440  Four  Marquises  for  the  southwest  corner  of 

Broad  and  Rockland  Streets,  Logan.  Ap- 
proved. 

441  Fire  Escape  for  the  northwest  corner  of 

Thirteenth  and  Shunk  Streets.  Approved. 

442  Electric  Sign  for  No.  6007  Market  Street. 

Approved. 

443  Frankford  Elevated  Railway:  Sections  Nos. 

16  and  17.  Approved  as  to  single-column 
construction.  Pending. 

444  Portrait  of  the  Hon.  Rudolph  Blankenburg, 

Mayor  of  Philadelphia.  Pending. 

445  New  Parkway  Front  to  Building  at  No.  112 

North  Sixteenth  Street.  Approved  as 
temporary  structure. 

446  Electric  Sign  for  No.  644  Snyder  Avenue. 

Disapproved. 

447  Alterations  and  Additions  to  Property  No. 

213  North  Twenty-first  Street,  Municipal 
Court  Building.  Approved,  as  a  tempo- 
rary structure. 

448  Marquise  for  No.  2006  Diamond  Street. 

Disapproved. 

449  Electric  Light  Brackets,  west  side  of  Broad 

Street  above  Rockland  Street.  Disap- 
proved. 

450  Marquise  for  No.  1614  North  Seventeenth 

Street.  Pending. 
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451  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1508  Market  Street. 

Disapproved. 

452  Hood  over  Doorway  for  No.  225  South  Broad 

Street.  Disapproved. 

453  Marquise  for  Building  at  the  southeast  corner 

of  Ninth  and  Sansom  Streets.  Pending. 

454  Electric  Sign,  with  Clock,  for  No.  5614  Ger- 

mantown  Avenue.  Pending. 


45 


Digitized  by 


i 


Digitized  by 


SIXTH 
ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE 
ART  JURY 


Digitized  by 


Digitize  i  by 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE 


MRT  JURY 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


PHILADELPHIA 
1916  . 


0^- 


Digitized  by 


MEMBERS 
DURING  1916 


Hon.  Thomas  B.  Smith,  Mayor,  ex  officio 


Charles  Custis  HARRisoNf 
John  Frederick  Lewis} 
Edward  T.  Stotesbury 
Leslie  W.  Miller 
Hugh  H.  Breckenridge, 

Painter 
Joseph  E.  Widener 
Paul  P.  Cret,  Architect 
Charles  Grafly,  Sculptor 
Eli  Kirk  Price,  Park  Com- 
missioner 
William  S.  Twining* 
George  S.  Webster* 

Ernest  L.  Tustin* 

Chester  E.  Albright* 
Alexander  M.  Bible* 
Edwin  Clark* 

William  H.  Connell* 
Frank  J.  Cummiskey* 

Carleton  E.  Davis* 
William  G.  McAlljster* 

James  F.  McLaughlin* 
John  A.  Vogleson* 


} Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
day of  April,  1917 

! Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
day of  April,  1918 

)  Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
i     day  of  April,  1919 

1 Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
day of  April,  1916 

Director,  City  Transit 
Director,  Wharves,  Docks  and 
Ferries 

President,  Board  of  Recrea- 
tion 

Chief,  Bureau  of  Surveys 
Chief,  Bureau  of  Lighting 
Chief,  Bureau  of  Building  In- 
spection 
Chief,  Bureau  of  Highways 
Chief,  Bureau  of  City  Prop- 
erty 

Chief,  Bureau  of  Water 
Superintendent,   Bureau  of 

Charities 
Chief,  Electrical  Bureau 
Chief,  Bureau  of  Health 


During  Dr.  Cret*s  absence,  the  Art  Jury  has  had  the  assistance  of 
Mr.  Milton  B.  MedARY,  Jr.,  as  architectural  adviser. 

Charles  Custis  Harrison,  President,  January  to  October 
Joseph  E.  Widener,  President,  after  October 
Leslie  W.  Miller,  Vice-President 

Andrew  Wright  Crawford,  Secretary 


t  Member  of  the  Art  Jury  January  to  October,  inclusive. 
t  Member  of  the  Art  Jury  alter  October. 

*  In  accordance  with  law,  in  all  matters  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Art 
Jury  pertaining  to  the  work  under  the  special  charge  of  a  Bureau  in  any  other 
Department  of  the  City,  the  head  of  such  Bureau  (or  where  the  matter  comes 
directly  under  the  head  of  the  Department,  then  the  Director  of  such  De- 
partment) is,  for  the  time  being,  a  member  of  the  Jury  ex  officio. 
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SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ART  JURY 


To  THE  Honourable  Thomas  B.  Smith, 
Mayor  of  Philadelphia: 

Sir: — ^In  accordance  with  law,  I  have  the  honour 
to  present  herewith  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Art  Jury  during  the  calendar  year  1916. 

Mr.  Charles  Custis  Harrison  resigned  the  presi- 
dency of  and  membership  in  the  Art  Jury  on  No- 
vember 1,  1916,  forwarding  the  following  letter: 

"Dear  Mr.  Crawford: 

I  have  today  sent  to  the  Mayor  my  resignation 
as  a  Member  of  the  Art  Jury  of  Philadelphia.  It 
is  with  sincere  regret  that  I  have  taken  this  ac- 
tion, as  you  may  well  understand. 

I  will  ask  you  to  state  to  the  members  of  the 
Art  Jury  at  their  next  meeting  the  reason  of 
my  retirement,  which,  briefly,  is  the  increasing 
amount  of  thought  and  time  now  given  to  other 
Public  matters. 

It  is  certainly  pleasant  to  know  that  during  all 
our  discussions  of  great  importance,  there  has 
been  entire  cordiality,  and  I  cannot  recollect  a 
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single  unkind  word  spoken  at  any  one  of  our 
numerous  meetings  during  the  last  five  years. 
I  beg  to  remain 

Faithfully  yours, 

Chas.  C.  Harrison." 

[Enclosure] 
"Copy. 

November  1,  1916. 

"Dear  Mr.  Mayor: 

As  Your  Honour  will  already  have  known,  it 
has  been  my  purpose  for  several  months  past  to 
resign  my  position  as  a  Member  of  the  Art  Jury 
of  Philadelphia,  and  I  do  so  with  sincere  regret. 

Other  questions  of  interest  to  the  Community 
take  a  great  deal  of  my  time,  and  it  is  for  this 
reason  that  I  now  retire  from  the  Board.  Having 
been  a  Member  from  the  beginning,  I  have  had 
the  chance  to  know  how  important  to  the  City 
its  functions  are,  and  I  hope  that  the  Art  Jury 
may  have  your  cordial  support  and  increasing 
interest  during  the  years  of  your  Administration. 

I  beg  to  remain 

Very  Respectfully  Yours, 

Chas.  C.  Harrison. 

To 

The  Hon.  Thomas  B.  Smith,  Mayor, 
City  Hall,  Philadelphia." 

The  Art  Jury  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Art  Jury 
have  learned  of  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Charles 
Custis  Harrison  as  a  member  of  the  Jury  with 
the  greatest  regret.  Mr.  Harrison  has  been 
President  of  the  Art  Jury  since  its  creation,  five 
years  ago,  and  has  given  largely  of  his  time  and 
thought  to  perfecting  the  working  of  this  depart- 
ment of  the  City  Government  during  its  forma- 
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tive  period.  His  services  to  civic  art  in  the  City 
of  Philadelphia  have  been  of  vital  importance." 


Mr.  John  Frederick  Lewis  was  appointed  by  you 
to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Mr.  Harrison  and  Mr. 
Joseph  E.  Widener  was  elected  by  the  Jury  Presi- 
dent for  the  remainder  of  the  ofiScial  year  ending 
in  April,  1917. 

The  Art  Museum  and  Other  Buildings  for  the 


Designs  for  public  buildings  which  will  set  the 
architectural  standard  for  the  Fairmount  Parkway 
from  Logan  Square  to  the  Fairmount  Plaza,  have 
been  under  consideration  by  the  Art  Jury.  Plans 
for  the  Philadelphia  Museum  of  Art — ^both  draw- 
ings and  model — ^have  been  the  subject  of  espe- 
cially careful  consideration.  Realizing  the  impor- 
tance of  this  building,  owing  to  its  remarkable  loca- 
tion on  a  promontory,  commanding  the  valley  of  the 
Schuylkill  northwestward  through  Fairmount  Park 
and  southeastward  and  southward  over  what  will 
ultimately  be  the  Schuylkill  Embankments  and 
dominating  the  Fairmount  Parkway  throughout  its 
length,  the  Art  Jury  determined  to  secure  the  very 
best  advice  available  and  during  the  year  has  had 
the  assistance  of  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Burt  L. 
Fenner  of  the  firm  of  McKim,  Mead  and  White,  of 
New  York,  and  Mr.  Arnold  W.  Brunner  and  Mr. 
John  Russell  Pope,  also  of  New  York,  and  M. 


Fairmount  Parkway 
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The  Stephen  Greene  Building,  Fronting  on  the 
Parkway.  Approved. 
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Jacques  Greber,  of  Paris.  The  northwestern  por- 
tion of  the  building,  as  shown  in  the  model,  has  been 
revised.  Final  action  has  not  yet  been  taken  by  the 
Jury. 

The  Jury  has  finally  approved  the  plans  for  the 
Philadelphia  Free  Library,  which  is  to  be  located 
on  the  north  side  of  Logan  Square,  where  the  Fair- 
mount  Parkway  enters  it,  between  Twentieth  and 
Nineteenth  Streets.  M.  Greber  has  recommended 
that  the  property  bounded  by  Nineteenth  and 
Eighteenth  Streets,  fronting  on  the  Square,  should 
also  be  acquired  for  the  erection  of  a  building  of  the 
same  general  design  and  proportions,  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  two  similar  buildings  fronting  on  the 
Place  de  la  Concorde  in  Paris,  separated  by  the  Rue 
de  la  Madeleine,  as  these  would  be  separated  by 
Nineteenth  Street.  This  recommendation  the  Art 
Jury  endorses. 

The  Jury  has  also  approved  the  plans  for  the 
Municipal  Auditorium,  which  is  to  be  located  be- 
tween Twenty-first  and  Twenty-second  Streets.  It 
will  be  octagonal  in  form,  thus  introducing  an  in- 
teresting variation  in  the  buildings  along  the  Park- 
way. In  accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  indi- 
vidual members  of  the  Art  Jury,  a  runway,  sixty 
feet  in  width,  it  is  understood,  will  pass  under 
the  building  between  Twentieth  and  Twenty-first 
Streets,  affording  access  to  storage  space  secured 


by  excavating  under  the  entire  auditorium.  All 
sides  of  the  building  will  be  conspicuous,  as  in  the 
case  of  nearly  every  building  that  will  front  upon 
this  portion  of  the  Parkway,  and  they  have  re- 
ceived corresponding  treatment. 

Because  of  the  rapidity  with  which  important 
sites  are  being  sought  along  the  Parkway,  it  is  de- 
sirable to  record  here  the  action  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission in  designating  the  plot  of  ground  fronting 
on  the  Plaza  between  Spring  Garden  Street  and  the 
Parkway,  extending  thence  southeastwardly  along 
the  Parkway  to  the  Crescent,  as  the  site  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts.  Balanc- 
ing this  building,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Park- 
way, a  location  has  been  set  aside  for  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Museum  and  School  of  Industrial  Art.  The 
Park  Commission  has  also  allotted  the  ground  be- 
tween the  site  of  the  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts  and 
the  Auditorium  for  a  Cathedral.  The  State  Com- 
mission, appointed  to  select  a  site  for  a  building  to 
accommodate  the  various  State  boards  and  officials 
whose  principal  business  is  in  Philadelphia,  has  de- 
cided to  recommend  to  the  Legislature  the  ground 
along  the  northeast  side  of  the  Parkway  between 
Twentieth  and  Twenty-first  Streets  for  a  State 
Building.  If  this  recommendation  is  adopted,  all 
of  the  sites  available  for  important  buildings  on  the 
northeast  side  of  the  Parkway,  between  Logan 
Square  and  the  Plaza,  will  have  been  allotted. 
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On  the  other  side  of  the  Parkway,  the  ground 
from  Twentieth  Street  to  Twenty-first  Street  should 
be  secured  for  the  Municipal  Court  Building. 
There  will  then  remain  but  two  other  important 
sites,  one  extending  from  Twenty-first  Street  to 
Twenty-second  Street,  and  the  other  from  Twenty- 
second  Street  to  Twenty-third  Street,  which  should 
be  acquired  for  other  public  or  semi-public  build- 
ings. The  Parkway  itself  should  further  be  com- 
pleted by  the  addition  to  the  Parkway  and  the 
Park  of  the  ground  lying  between  their  present 
boundaries,  Powelton  Avenue  and  the  River.  This 
is  needed  partly  for  the  protection  of  the  Parkway 
and  also  for  a  proper  approach  to  the  Schuylkill 
Embankments. 

The  Art  Jury  has  passed  upon  designs  for  tem- 
porary alterations  to  a  number  of  buildings  along 
the  Parkway  between  Logan  Square  and  the  City 
Hall.  The  development  of  this  section  of  the  Park- 
way will  naturally  follow  the  general  character  of 
the  principal  buildings  recently  erected  around  the 
City  Hall.  It  is  important  that  a  more  or  less  uni- 
form treatment  of  this  neighborhood  should  be  se- 
cured. It  is  especially  important  that  a  new  Broad 
Street  Station  shall  be  constructed,  with  an  appro- 
priate f  agade  extending  along  the  Parkway  to  Cuth- 
bert  Street,  Filbert  Street  being  surrendered  to  the 
Railroad  and  the  Station  being  set  back  to  the 
west  side  of  Fifteenth  Street,  thus  opening  a  plaza 
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between  Fifteenth  Street  and  the  City  Hall  to  corre- 
spond with  the  plaza  between-  Arch  Street  and  the 
City  Hall.  Whether  the  tracks  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  should  be  depressed  from  the  Schuylkill  to 
Fifteenth  Street  below  the  level  of  the  intersecting 
streets,  thus  relieving  the  territory  immediately 
north  of  Market  Street  from  the  incubus  of  the 
overhead  lines  of  the  Railroad — an  incubus  that  can 
be  avoided  in  no  other  way — is  a  matter  that  is  de- 
serving of  careful  consideration.  If  such  a  subway 
is  constructed,  the  space  belonging  to  the  Railroad 
Company  above  its  present  right-of-way  can  be 
used  for  such  buildings  as  a  post-oflBce,  like  the  post- 
oflSce  over  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  at  Eighth 
Avenue  in  New  York  and  like  a  number  of  build- 
ings over  the  New  York  Central  Railroad,  including 
the  New  York  Central  Station  itself.  This  of  course 
will  involve  a  large  expenditure  by  the  Company 
and  perhaps  by  the  City,  but  the  project  is  well 
worth  serious  study,  as  it  will  afford  an  opportunity 
for  the  through-routing  of  trains  via  a  subway, 
either  under  Broad  Street  or  some  other  street,  and 
eliminate  the  waste  of  land  and  the  excessive  ex- 
pense of  operation,  which  a  stub-terminal  always 
entails.  The  through-routing  principle  is  being 
adopted  by  modern  city-planners  throughout  the 
world. 
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Statuary  for  the  Parkway 


The  Art  Jury  has  preliminarily  approved  the 
re-location  of  certain  statues,  heretofore  placed 
around  City  Hall,  on  new  sites  along  the  Parkway 
and  in  the  Southern  Plaza,  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestions  of  a  Committee  appointed  by  it,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  C.  L.  Borie,  Jr.,  Chairman,  B.  A. 
Haldeman  and  John  T.  Windrim. 

The  Jury  recommends  that  the  necessary  appro- 
priation for  new  pedestals  for  one  or  two  of  these 
monuments  shall  be  made  at  as  early  a  day  as  pos- 
sible. This  is  particularly  desirable  for  the  pedestal 
of  the  equestrian  statue  to  be  erected  in  the  South- 
ern Plaza,  the  admirable  plan  for  the  central  por- 
tion of  which,  heretofore  approved  by  the  Art  Jury, 
has  now  been  largely  carried  into  execution. 


Closely  connected  with  the  development  of  the 
Fairmount  Parkway  is  the  development  of  the  Em- 
bankments of  the  Schuylkill  River,  a  project  that 
has  been  for  some  years  under  more  or  less  public 
discussion  and  also  under  consideration  by  various 
branches  of  the  City  Government,  including  the 
Bureau  of  Surveys,  the  Committee  on  Comprehen- 
sive Plans  and  the  Art  Jury.  The  opportunity  that 
the  Schuylkill  affords  to  duplicate  such  improve- 
ments as  the  Thames  Embankment  in  London,  the 
Seine  Embankment  in  Paris,  the  Charles  River  Em- 


The  Schuylkill  Embankments 
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bankment  in  Boston,  the  Lake  Front  improvements 
in  Toronto,  the  water-front  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and 
similar  improvements  in  most  cities  of  Europe,  is 
particularly  good,  because  the  Delaware  River, 
with  its  admirable  opportunities  for  a  great  port  in 
South  Philadelphia  and  in  Southwest  Philadelphia 
extended  to  Chester,  will  relieve  the  Schuylkill  of 
the  necessity  of  caring  for  great  maritime  traflSc  and 
yet  will  make  it  especially  desirable  for  water-borne 
traflSc  of  a  secondary  class.  The  Schuylkill  is  just 
about  the  width  of  the  Seine  in  Paris,  which  means 
that  it  is  not  too  broad  nor  too  narrow  to  produce 
a  superb  effect.  Its  width  is  just  what  is  desirable 
for  this  purpose. 

The  taxation  interests  of  the  City  are  involved, 
because,  where  such  improvements  have  been  car- 
ried out,  the  highest  classes  of  taxable  properties 
seek  the  water-front.  In  Philadelphia,  only  low- 
class  improvements  have  been  erected  along  the 
Schuylkill;  indeed  a  large  part  of  the  western  bank 
contains  only  cattle-sheds  or  similar  temporary 
structures  and  much  of  the  ground  is  completely 
open.  This  represents  a  direct  monetary  loss  to  the 
City  from  the  low  assessments  for  taxation  and  the 
consequent  restriction  of  its  borrowing  capacity. 

Under  the  Seine  Embankment  are  two  terminals 
of  great  continental  railroads.  Under  the  Thames 
Embankment  runs  the  four-track  Metropolitan 
underground  railway.  Under  the  embankments  in 
Vienna  and  other  cities  run  other  railroads.  The 
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presence  of  the  railroads  along  the  Schuylkill  is 
therefore  no  obstacle  to  the  construction  of  this  im- 
provement and  their  electrification,  which  must  come 
within  a  few  years,  will  eliminate  any  question  of 
the  smoke  nuisance  or  other  diflSculty  of  operation. 

As  the  initial  step  toward  this  important  project 
an  ordinance  has  been  introduced  in  Councils  by 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  to  appropriate 
$7500  for  a  preliminary  survey  of  the  river  banks, 
and  at  its  meeting  on  September  29,  1916,  the  Art 
Jury  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

'^Whereas  the  City  is  about  to  reconstruct  the 
South  Street  Bridge  and  to  construct  a  new  bridge 
on  the  line  of  University  Avenue  across  the  Schuyl- 
kill, and  the  levels  at  which  these  bridges  are  built 
will  either  promote  or  obstruct  the  project  for  the 
Schuylkill  Embankments;  and — 

^'Whereas  if  that  project  is  well  carried  out,  it 
will  increase  the  City's  income  from  the  taxation 
of  abutting  and  neighboring  properties,  and  will 
greatly  improve  the  appearance  of  the  City  and 
enhance  its  reputation  throughout  the  United 
States;  and — 

'^Whereas  the  architectural  appearance  of  these 
bridges  should  be  in  general  harmony  with  the  en- 
tire scheme  for  the  Schuylkill  Embankments: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Art  Jury  urges  the  passage 
and  approval  of  the  proposed  ordinance  to  appro- 
priate Seven  thousand  five  hundred  (7500)  dollars 
to  the  Department  of  Public  Works  for  the  making 
of  surveys  and  plans  for  the  improvement  of  the 
territory  adjacent  to  the  Schuylkill  River  from 
Callowhill  Street  southward." 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  this  money  may  soon 
be  made  available. 
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Piers 


The  standard  set  for  City  piers,  shown  by  illus- 
trations of  our  last  Report,  has  been  maintained  in 
the  design  of  two  piers  at  Cherry  Street  and  Kenil- 
worth  Street,  passed  upon  by  the  Jury  during  the 
year.  In  conjunction  with  the  widening  of  Dela- 
ware Avenue,  these  piers  are  giving  the  riparian 
appearance  of  the  City  a  distinction  equal  to  that 
of  any  city  in  this  country  or  abroad. 

Park  Buildings  and  Park  Designs 
A  number  of  designs  for  such  structures  as  care- 
takers' houses  and  convenience  stations,  to  be  lo- 
cated in  parks  or  playgrounds,  were  acted  upon  by 
the  Jury  during  the  year. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  the  introduction  of 
pools  into  parks  is  being  sought  more  and  more. 
There  appears,  however,  to  be  unnecessary  concern 
lest  adults  or  children  may  be  wet  by  fountains  or 
may  fall  into  the  pools,  and  consequently  it  is  fre- 
quently proposed  to  surround  them  by  costly  iron 
fences.  There  is  no  reason  why  such  pools  should 
be  more  than  six  inches  deep  at  their  borders,  slop- 
ing down  to  a  depth  of  a  foot  and  a  half  at  the 
centre,  the  six-inch  depth  being  carried  four  or  five 
feet  in  from  the  margin  and  thus  protecting  even 
the  smallest  child.  If  this  form  of  construction  is 
adopted,  the  money  that  would  otherwise  be  spent 
upon  fences  could  be  used  to  better  advantage  in 
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securing  pieces  of  statuary,  which  can  readily  be 
obtained  at  reasonable  prices.  The  exhibitions  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts  con- 
tinually present  charming  little  fountains,  which  are 
admirably  adapted  to  sites  in  public  parks.  Ref- 
erence may  be  made  to  such  fountains  as  Miss  Par- 
son's "Turtle  Baby"  and  to  some  of  the  many 
charming  things  by  Miss  Janet  Scudder,  as  exam- 
pies  of  the  works  of  many  sculptors  that  are  avail- 
able for  fountains  at  reasonable  cost. 


In  addition  to  four  new  submissions  of  fountains 
or  other  works  of  sculpture,  the  Art  Jury  considered 
during  the  year  the  Pastorius  Memorial,  which  is 
now  well  on  toward  completion  and  promises  a  good 
result. 

The  need  for  securing  an  artistic  design  for  works 
of  sculpture  has  been  recognized  by  the  donors  in 
some  cases,  but  not  in  all.  One  submission  of  a 
new  design  was  at  least  frank:  it  showed  a  stock 
cemetery  tombstone  as  the  model  of  a  memorial 
for  a  public  park.  The  design  was  of  course  dis- 
approved, the  Art  .  Jury  expressing  its  opinion 
"that  no  public  Park  is  a  suitable  location  for 
a  mortuarj^  monument."  Nevertheless,  a  similar 
cemetery  design  was  subsequently  submitted,  with 
the  addition  of  a  figure,  which  made  it  even  more 
unsuitable. 


IVJONUMENTS  FOR  PaRKS 
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Independence  Hall 


In  the  last  Report  of  the  Art  Jury  it  was  re- 
marked that  "Indei)endence  Hall  is  its  own  best 
monument  and  its  own  best  inscription."  The  Art 
Jury,  therefore,  had  disapproved  the  placing  of  a 
proposed  tablet  on  an  exterior  wall  of  the  building. 

The  interior  of  Independence  Hall  should  like- 
wise be  preserved  from  the  desecration  of  making  it 
a  storehouse  of  all  sorts  of  personal  memorials.  It 
should  be  put  to  no  use,  that  will  in  any  way  de- 
tract from  its  character  as  the  most  precious  his- 
toric building  on  the  American  continent.  The 
building  is  and  will  always  remain  absolutely 
unique  and  its  walls  should  be  kept  free  of  every- 
thing, for  which  they  are  not  suited  or  for  which 
they  were  not  used,  when  the  standard  of  Inde- 
pendence was  raised  there. 

The  Philadelphia  General  Hospital 
Designs  for  two  buildings  for  the  Philadelphia 
General  Hospital,  Blockley,  were  acted  upon  during 
the  past  year.  One  was  for  an  addition  to  the 
Nurses'  Home,  which,  being  an  extension,  could  be 
designed  only  as  an  extension.  The  other  was  for 
the  Pathological  Laboratory,  which,  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  Art  Jury,  is  to  be 
located,  not  as  originally  proposed,  but  on  the  axis 
of  the  new  group  of  buildings. 

The  development  of  this  institution  is  one  of  the 


most  interesting  and  one  of  the  most  diflScuIt  prob- 
lems before  the  Art  Jury.  Some  of  the  old  build- 
ings are  distinctly  fine.  Whether  or  not  they  are 
capable  of  being  altered  in  accordance  with  modern 
hospital  requirements,  and,  if  so,  whether  they  are 
so  located,  as  to  be  capable  of  being  brought  into 
a  consistent  scheme,  are  matters  under  considera- 
tion by  the  Jury.  The  Pathological  Building  is  de- 
signed in  more  or  less  accord  with  the  buildings  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania;  it  will  be  nearer 
those  buildings  than  it  will  be  to  the  old  buildings 
of  the  Almshouse.  It  is  a  service  building,  as  dis- 
tinct from  a  hospital  building,  and  the  design  was 
therefore  approved.  It  should  form  the  nucleus  for 
all  other  service  buildings  of  the  group. 

The  general  development  of  Blockley  should  be 
in  harmony  with  that  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  a  comprehensive  scheme  for  both  in- 
stitutions should  be  evolved.  This  is  particularly 
important,  because  the  University  buildings  and 
Blockley  will  be  the  only  groups  of  buildings  be- 
tween Woodland  Avenue  and  the  Schuylkill  Em- 
bankment Drive. 


Designs  for  thirty -seven  railroad,  street  and  pri- 
vate bridges  were  submitted  during  the  year, 
among  them  a  number  of  important  ones.  The 
design  for  the  South  Street  Bridge,  approved  pre- 
liminarily, is  referred  to  in  the  resolution  heretofore 
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quoted  concerning  the  Embankments  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill. The  design  for  the  Henry  Street  Bridge  over 
the  Wissahickon,  at  a  location  as  important  as  that 
occupied  by  the  famous  Walnut  Lane  Bridge,  was 
received  by  the  Jury  only  a  day  or  two  before  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  it  was  therefore  not  acted  upon 
during  1916.  A  railroad  viaduct  of  four  arches 
across  Leverington  Avenue,  Manayunk,  presented 
an  interesting  example  of  the  necessary  dependence 
of  the  design  of  railroad  bridges  upon  the  city  plan 
of  streets. 

The  design  for  a  railway  bridge  across  the  Schuyl- 
kill in  Fairmount  Park  has  been  the  subject  of  a 
number  of  extended  discussions  looking  to  securing 
the  best  possible  result  at  a  reasonable  expense  to 
the  railway  company,  without  causing  the  City 
financial  loss — artistic  though  it  may  be — in  the 
value  of  Fairmount  Park.  The  value  of  the  City's 
actual  holdings  of  property,  even  though  such  prop- 
erty may  not  be  and  should  not  be  pledged  for 
the  public  debt,  is,  nevertheless,  necessarily  in  the 
minds  of  City  bondholders.  Of  two  cities  with  the 
same  assessed  valuations  and  with  the  same  bor- 
rowing capacity,  the  city  that  owns  many  millions 
of  dollars'  worth  of  property  will  sell  its  bonds  on 
better  terms  than  the  city  that  owns  no  such  prop- 
erty. It  is  therefore  a  matter  of  public  concern 
that  the  bridges  of  the  City,  particularly  in  Fair- 
mount  Park,  shall  be  such  as  to  enhance  the  value 
of  the  entire  property.  The  Art  Jury's  function  is 
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to  endeavour  to  make  every  bridge  hereafter  built 
in  Fairmount  Park  a  distinct  point  of  attraction 
for  visitors,  a  distinct  centre  of  interest,  a  distinctly 
beautiful  thing. 

An  important  highway  bridge,  which  will  de- 
cidedly affect  the  appearance  of  Pennypack  Park, 
in  which  it  is  located,  and  which  will  be  crossed  by 
tens  of  thousands  of  inter-city  motorists,  is  that  of 
Bensalem  Avenue  over  the  Pennypack  Creek.  The 
well-studied  design  of  the  Bureau  of  Surveys  for 
this  bridge  has  been  approved. 

Private  Advertising  Structures  on  or  over 


In  previous  Reports  of  the  Art  Jury  reference  has 
been  made  to  the  number  of  private  structures 
erected  on  or  over  public  streets,  all  of  which  are 
examples  of  use  of  public  space  for  private  profit. 

The  importance  of  structures,  so  far  as  the  ap- 
pearance of  cities  is  concerned,  has  practically  no 
relation  to  their  cost.  A  thing  that  may  cost  only 
a  hundred  dollars  may  have  a  greater  effect,  espe- 
cially for  evil,  on  the  appearance  of  the  city  than  a 
structure  that  may  cost  a  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  handsome  fagade  of  a  theatre  may  be 
ruined,  and  usually  is,  by  an  electrical  advertise- 
ment. A  monumental  office  building  may  have  a 
marquise  erected  at  one  corner,  so  that,  as  expressed 
by  an  eminent  Philadelphia  architect,  "the  build- 
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ing  looks  like  a  horse  with  one  ear  cocked  up  and 
the  other  laid  flat."  Various  street  fixtures,  like 
lamp-posts,  may  be  so  badly  designed  or  so  unne- 
cessarily multiplied,  as  to  give  the  city  an  ugly  ap- 
I)earance,  despite  the  fact  that  its  individual  build- 
ings may  be  handsome. 

The  condition  of  the  central  streets  of  Philadel- 
phia is,  in  a  number  of  instances,  shockingly  bad. 
The  Art  Jury  approaches  this  matter  from  the  pub- 
lic financial  point  of  view,  namely,  the  effect  on  the 
pocketbooks  of  its  constituents,  the  citizens,  be- 
cause of  the  lack  of  that  appeal  to  the  money  of 
travellers  that  comes  from  the  creation  of  a  city 
famed  for  the  attractiveness  of  its  streets.  The 
Jury  approaches  the  matter  also  from  the  point  of 
view  of  aesthetics  and  from  that  of  sidewalk  traflSc 
requirements.  There  are  a  number  of  the  most  im- 
portant streets  of  the  city  where  the  sidewalk 
widths  available  for  traflSc  purposes  are  reduced  to 
one-third  of  their  potential  width.  Stairways  lead- 
ing to  basement  shops,  parallel  with  the  lines  of  the 
streets,  are  permitted  to  occupy  a  portion  of  the 
highway,  though  there  is  no  public  reason  why  they 
should  not  be  placed  in  a  parallel  position  only  four 
feet  away,  within  the  lines  of  the  building.  Such 
stairways  are  sometimes  surrounded  by  show-cases, 
a  cool  use  of  a  space  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  pub- 
lic sidewalk  for  private  advertising.  There  is  no 
reason,  if  a  man  may  have  an  outside  stairway  lead- 
ing from  the  sidewalk,  down  to  a  subway  shop,  why 


he  should  not  have  an  outside  stairway  leading 
from  the  sidewalk  up  to  the  second  floor  of  the 
building.  Even  when  closed,  ordinary  cellar  stairs, 
the  doors  of  which  are  set  flush  with  the  pavement, 
are  sometimes  surrounded  by  iron  railings  attached 
to  the  pavement,  thus  permanently  reducing  the 
sidewalk  space. 

Such  examples,  as.  the  subway  entrances  on  Mar- 
ket Street  east  and  west  of  Thirteenth  Street,  are 
but  types  of  the  lack  of  consideration  that  has  so 
far  been  given  to  this  increasing  nuisance  of  side- 
walk obstruction,  with  its  many  ramifications. 
Hand-carts  and  similar  temporary  obstructions  are 
permitted  on  the  sidewalks  for  ten  or  fifteen  min- 
utes, stretched  into  an  hour  or  two.  Fruit-stands, 
news-stands  and  private  electric  and  gas  lamp- 
posts, sometimes  fitted  with  a  triangular  advertis- 
ing screen  around  the  light — ^affording  an  interest- 
ing commentary  on  the  plea  that  the  standard  is 
put  up  to  light  the  street — are  permitted.  Adver- 
tising covering  the  whole  fagade  of  buildings — 
which  could  be  checked,  if  not  eliminated,  by  an 
increasing  taxation  per  square  foot  for  space  so 
used — continues  unrestrained.  Roof  signs,  which 
could  readily  be  arranged,  when  not  in  use,  to 
swing  back  flat  on  the  roofs  of  the  buildings  over 
which  they  are  erected,  could  also  be  compelled  by 
taxation  to  be  fitted  with  such  devices,  for,  other- 
wise, they  could  be  made  subject  to  a  heavy  tax. 
The  multiplication  of  trolley  poles  is  not  discour- 
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aged,  although  we  have  examples  of  the  absence  of 
such  poles  in  the  attachment  of  the  wires  directly 
to  the  Arcade  Building,  the  Bellevue-Stratford  and 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  wall  west  of  Fifteenth 
Street.  Moreover,  we  have  the  precedent  set  for 
this  great  city  by  the  little  city  of  Allentown,  where, 
it  is  announced,  all  street  obstructions  are  to  depart 
from  its  most  important  street,  the  trolley  wires  be- 
ing attached  to  buildings  instead  of  to  poles,  the 
fire  plugs  being  sunk  into  and  made  level  with  the 
pavement,  and  signs  being  placed  parallel  with  the 
buildings  instead  of  projecting  over  the  sidewalks. 
In  downtown  Minneapolis  trolley  poles  are  a  thing 
of  the  past.  The  Philadelphia  Rapid  Transit  Com- 
pany has  formally  promised  co-operation  in  this 
respect,  whenever  the  City  or  any  individuals  are 
prepared  to  start  the  improvement. 

Mail  boxes  should  be  let  into  the  walls  of  build- 
ings as  they  are  abroad.  While  fire-alarm  boxes 
should  perhaps  be  located  at  the  curb,  there  is  no 
reason  why  police  boxes  should  not  be  inserted  in 
the  walls  of  buildings.  The  cost  of  acquiring  this 
easement  of  insertion,  either  by  purchase  or  by  con- 
demnation, would  be  infinitesimal. 

The  increase  of  sidewalk  encroachment  has 
already  become  so  intolerable,  that  one  of  the  most 
important  Business  Men's  Associations  of  the  city 
has  been  created  to  deal  with  one  phase  of  it,  the 
overhead  sign  nuisance. 

We  repeat  the  recommendation  heretofore  made, 
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that  legislation  should  be  had,  as  it  already  has 
been  had  in  other  metropolitan  cities,  to  wipe  away 
these  sidewalk  nuisances  of  every  kind  from  at  least 
the  central  section,  comprising  the  old  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia, bounded  by  the  two  rivers  and  Vine  and 
South  Streets. 

The  Art  Jury  is  happy  to  record  that,  in  accor- 
dance with  its  recommendations  in  individual  cases, 
a  number  of  ordinances  to  permit  the  erection  of 
street  clocks  and  of  marquises  to  extend  across  the 
sidewalk  were  vetoed  by  your  Honour  or  recalled 
by  Councils  at  your  suggestion.  The  usual  plea, 
that  public  convenience  requires  such  a  clock,  was 
made  diverting  in  one  case  by  the  fact  that  the 
clock  of  Independence  Hall  was  directly  in  view 
from  the  location,  where  it  was  proposed  to  erect 
the  street  clock.  Of  course  the  significant  part  of 
the  proposed  ordinance  was  a  phrase  permitting  an 
advertisement  to  be  placed  upon  the  face  of  the 
clock. 

Permission  is  frequently  sought  for  the  erection 
of  permanent  roofs,  extending  over  the  sidewalks 
of  streets,  to  protect  loading  platforms  of  commer- 
cial establishments.  During  the  year  a  submission 
was  made  of  designs  for  such  awnings,  covering  the 
full  width  of  the  pavements,  for  a  building  extend- 
ing from  one  street  to  another.  There  are,  however, 
examples  of  the  proper  use  of  private  property,  in- 
stead of  public  property,  for  such  purposes.  '  A 
number  of  recently  erected  buildings  are  provided 


with  loading  platforms  under  the  cover  of  arcades 
within  the  building  lines — such  as  those  of  an  im- 
portant mercantile  house  on  Arch  Street,  a  printing 


Muss  at  52d  and  Market  Streets,  suggesting  what  has 
been  avoided  at  the  Stations  of  the  Frankford 
Elevated  Railway,  through  the  adoption  of 
the  Art  Jury's  suggestion  that  abutting 
property  be  acquired  and  the  stair- 
ways to  the  stations  and  plat- 
forms be  placed  inside  the 
building  Unes. 

establishment  at  Seventh  and  Walnut  Streets,  an 
ice  manufacturing  plant  near  Twenty-sixth  and 
South  Streets,  the  headquarters  of  a  series  of  restau- 
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rants  on  South  Tenth  Street  and  a  mercantile 
establishment  on  Juniper  Street,  and,  in  its  report 
disapproving  the  designs  of  proposed  awnings  to 
extend  over  sidewalks,  the  Jury  stated  that  it  "is 
of  opinion  that  the  reproduction  of  loading  plat- 
forms, with  sheds  projecting  beyond  the  building- 
line,  is  undesirable,  and  that  loading  platforms  in 
arcades  within  the  building-line  would  be  prefer- 


It  is  a  gratification  to  note  that  several  ordi- 
nances have  been  enacted  ordering  the  removal  of 
all  awnings  on  certain  streets,  or  portions  of  streets, 
such  as  South  Street,  Girard  Avenue,  etc. 


The  Art  Jury  has  consistently  refused  to  approve 
designs  for  private  bridges  or  awnings  over  streets 
that  were  to  be  executed  in  corrugated  iron.  After 
it  has  been  erected  for  a  year  or  two,  this  material 
rusts,  cracks  and  sags  down  between  supports,  and 
gives  a  generally  dilapidated  look  to  its  neighbor- 
hood. It  is  a  bad  advertisement  for  the  concern 
and  the  property  in  front  of  which  it  is  located.  The 
Jury  has  accordingly  insisted  upon  designs  to  be 
carried  out  in  some  other  material,  to  the  ultimate 
advantage  of  both  the  applicant  and  the  public. 

Advertising  Flags  and  Banners 
The  increasing  number  of  advertising  flags  and 
banners,  for  which  permits  were  sought  to  hang 
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over  and  across  the  public  highways,  another  form 
of  street  nuisance,  for  which  during  the  year  thirty- 
nine  applications  were  received,  caused  the  Art 
Jury  to  address  the  following  communication  to 
the  Director  of  the  Department  of  Public  Safety: 

"My  dear  Sir: 

"I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Art  Jury,  on  motion  of  his  Honor, 
the  Mayor,  I  was  instructed  to  forward  to  you  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ell  wood  B.  Chapman, 
Chairman  of  the  Civic  &  Street  Improvement 
Committee  of  the  Chestnut  Street  Business 
Men's  Association,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Art  Jury  under  date  of  June  22d,  calling 
attention  to  the  recent  multiplication  of  adver- 
tising flags  and  banners  in  the  central  streets  of 
the  City  and  asking  whether  appropriate  meas- 
ures cannot  be  taken  by  the  exercise  of  the  police 
power  of  the  City  through  the  executive  to  abate 
this  growing  nuisance,  without  having  recourse 
to  legislation  by  Councils. 

"I  was  further  directed  to  inform  you  that, 
while  the  Acts  of  Assembly  prescribing  its  powers 
and  duties  do  not  require  the  Art  Jury  to  pass 
upon  the  design  and  location  of  anything  erected 
on  or  extending  over  a  highway,  except  a  '  struc- 
ture' or  'fixture',  and  flags  or  banners  do  not 
appear  to  be  embraced  in  either  of  the  foregoing 
terms,  yet  the  members  of  the  Jury  have  felt 
that,  if  their  opinion  on  a  matter  of  design  were 
sought  by  any  other  department  of  the  City  gov- 
ernment, their  advice  ought  to  be  at  the  disposal 
of  such  department  and  they  have  therefore 
gladly  passed  upon  the  designs  of  all  street  ban- 
ners and  flags  submitted  to  them  by  your  Depart- 
ment. 

"The  Art  Jury  is  however  advised  that  no 
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structure,  fixture,  banner  or  flag  may  lawfully  be 
erected  or  extended  over  any  highway  or  other 
public  place  in  the  City,  unless  express  authority 
for  such  erection  or  extension  has  been  given  by 
the  Legislature  or  by  Councils,  and  that,  unless 
anyone,  who  undertakes  to  erect  a  sign  or  hang 
out  a  banner  over  or  across  any  portion  of  a  high- 
way, can  show  legislative  authority  for  his  proj- 
ect, it  is  entirely  within  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  police  to  prevent  this  illegal  invasion  of  the 
public  right  to  the  unobstructed  enjoyment  of 
light  and  air  along  the  highway. 

"  No  legislative  authority  appears  to  have  been 
given  for  the  hanging  of  advertising  flags  or  ban- 
ners over  the  streets  and  the  Art  Jury  heartily 
joins  in  the  recommendations  made  by  the  Chest- 
nut Street  Business  Men's  Association,  that  your 
Department  shall  adopt  a  general  regulation,  by 
which  no  permit  shall  be  issued  for  the  hoisting 
over  a  street  of  any  banner  or  flag  containing  an 
advertisement  of  any  kind,  whether  political, 
philanthropic  or  commercial,  and  that  the  police 
shall  be  instructed  to  see  that  the  regulation  is 
strictly  enforced. 

"This,  of  course,  would  not  interfere  in  any 
way  with  the  display  of  the  national,  state  or  city 
colors  or  the  flags  of  organizations,  if  free  from 
advertising  matter." 

[Copy  of  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Ell  wood  B. 
Chapman,  Chairman  of  the  Civic  and  Street 
Improvement  Committee  of  the  Chestnut 
Street  Business  Men's  Association.] 


"My  dear  Mr.  Crawford: 

"We  have  frequently  had  cause  to  complain 
about  the  obstruction  of  Chestnut  Street  by 
various  advertising  flags  and  banners. 

"Only  a  short  time  ago,  in  a  comparatively 


June  22,  1916. 
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short  distance,  Chestnut  Street,  east  of  Broad 
Street,  was  inflicted  with  a  political  banner  ex- 
tending all  the  way  across  the  street;  a  philan- 
thropic one  of  the  same  size;  a  dark  flag  with 
white  letters,  telling  how  cheap  shoes  were  sold, 
extending  two-thirds  of  the  width  of  the  pave- 
ment; not  to  mention  various  others  displayed 
by  hotels. 

"Is  it  not  within  the  police  power  of  the  city, 
without  any  specific  ordinance,  to  regulate  such 
nuisances,  and  have  you  not  some  control  over 
them  as  well? 

"I  think  I  recall  some  adverse  criticism  in  re- 
gard to  prohibiting  a  banner  advertising  some 
philanthropic  scheme.  Could  not  any  criticism 
of  this  kind  be  avoided  if  there  were  a  general 
regulation  eliminating  everything  of  the  kind, 
whether  political,  philanthropic  or  advertising 
schemes,  making  the  only  exception,  national 
colors,  or  other  patriotic  insignia  for  special 
occasions.^" 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with 
the  foregoing  recommendation,  the  Department  of 
Public  Safety  (Bureau  of  Police)  issued  the  follow- 
ing order: 


"General  Order  No.  236        August  5, 1916 
ADVERTISING  BANNERS 


I  The  advertising  banners  of  various  sizes, 
strung  from  building  to  building  and  across 
the  footways  and  highways  of  many  sections 
of  the  city,  are  not  only  unsightly  and  dan- 
gerous, but  a  nuisance  and  contrary  to  law. 

II    The  Ordinance  of  Councils  declares  it  to  be 
a  nuisance  to  extend  or  project  any  sign 
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board,  pole  or  other  device  into  or  over  any 
of  the  footways  of  any  street  below  the  top 
of  the  first  story  or  to  a  greater  distance  than 
four  feet  three  inches  on  any  of  the  other 
parts  of  such  building. 

III  The  Ordinance  covering  Arch,  Market  and 
Chestnut  streets  only  permits  a  sign  to  ex- 
tend two  feet  from  the  building  line,  and  that 
above  the  first  story. 

IV  You  will  notify  all  parties  who  have  placed 
such  advertising  banners  across  any  street 
that  they  are  violating  the  law  and  must  be 
removed.  Upon  failure  to  do  so,  in  a  rea- 
sonable time,  you  will  report  the  facts  to  this 
office  in  order  that  summons  may  be  issued 
for  the  offenders. 


"Approved: 
William  H.  Wilson, 
Director." 

Street  Stairways  Avoided  on  the  Frankford 
Elevated  Railway 
We  are  happy  to  report  that  a  nuisance  that  ex- 
ists at  every  station  of  the  Market  Street  Elevated 
Railway,  has  been  prevented  on  the  Frankford 
Elevated  Line  through  the  adoption  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  City  Transit  of  a  recommendation  made  by 
the  Art  Jury.  We  refer  to  the  obstruction  of  side- 
walks caused  by  stairways  leading  from  the  street 
to  the  station  platforms.    The  Art  Jury  recom- 


By  order  of 


James  Robinson, 
Superintendent. 
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mended  that  no  station  building  should  be  erected 
over  the  street  and  that  no  stairway  should  be  per- 
mitted to  come  down  on  the  sidewalk,  but  that,  in- 
stead, abutting  properties  should  be  acquired  and 
the  stations  and  stairways  be  constructed  entirely 
inside  the  building  lines,  leaving  only  the  platforms 
over  the  street.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the 
Department  of  City  Transit,  recognizing  the  gain 
to  the  City,  has  acted  upon  the  suggestion  and  is 
planning  all  its  stations  and  stairways  to  go  inside 
the  building  lines.  Admirable  plans  for  the  build- 
ings themselves  have  been  prepared  and  have  been 
considered  by  individual  members  of  the  Art  Jury 
at  several  informal  conferences.  While  the  plans 
have  not  yet  been  formally  presented  to  the  Jury, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  stations,  instead  of 
darkening  and  generally  spoiling  the  character  of 
the  streets,  will  distinctly  improve  their  appear- 
ance. 

We  recommend  that  negotiations  be  entered  into 
with  the  Philadelphia  Rapid  Transit  Company  with 
a  view  to  securing  similar  results  on  Market  Street 
east  of  the  Schuylkill,  by  removing  all  sidewalk 
subway  entrances  and  placing  them  within  the 
property  lines,  as  at  the  Fifth  Street  Station,  and, 
west  of  the  Schuylkill,  by  removing  the  stairways 
at  least  and  placing  them  similarly  within  the  build- 
ing lines. 

During  the  year,  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  new 
submissions  were  made  to  the  Jury  and,  in  addi- 


tion,  sixteen  submissions,  made  prior  to  January  1, 
1916,  were  considered. 

A  list  of  all  matters  submitted  to  or  considered  by 
the  Jury  during  the  year  is  appended  hereto. 

On  behalf  of  the  Art  Jury: 


Joseph  E.  Widener, 

President. 


PfflLADELPHiA,  February  5,  1917. 
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APPENDIX 


MATTERS  SUBMITTED  OR  CONSIDERED  IN  1916 

For  action  on  submissions  made  and  finally 
passed  upon  before  January  1,  1916,  see  previous 
Reports.  The  following  list  covers  the  plans  and 
designs  submitted  before  January  1, 1916,  but  con- 
sidered after  that  date,  as  well  as  those  submitted 
during  1916,  whether  finally  disposed  of  or  not. 
Revised  plans  are  frequently  requested.  This  list 
gives  only  the  final  action,  where  such  action  has 
been  taken. 


16  The  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia  (Central 
Building).  Design  and  exterior  materials 
approved. 

34  Pastorius  Memorial  Monument,  Vernon  Park, 
Germantown.  Working  model  of  the  Pil- 
grim group  for  front  of  monument  ap- 
proved, reserving  right  to  pass  upon  fin- 
ished work  before  final  acceptance.  Re- 
vised location  considered,  but  original  site 
adhered  to.  Final  model  in  plaster  of 
crowning  figure  approved.  Full-size  plas- 
ter models  of  bas-reliefs  of  sides  approved. 
Full-size  plaster  model  of  rear  bas-relief 
approved.  Revised  designs  of  inscriptions 
for  sides  and  front  and  rear  of  pedestal  ap- 
proved, subject  to  the  submission  of  full- 
size  drawings  of  inscriptions. 
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Submis- 
sion No. 

98  Development  of  Washington  Square.  Alter- 
ations to  pedestal  and  new  location  for 
Monument  approved. 

162  Development  of  Independence  Square.  De- 
sign for  brackets  supporting  lanterns  at- 
tached to  buildings  and  materials  for  light- 
ing fixtures  approved. 

313  Street  Clock  and  Lamp-post  for  No.  4536 
Frankford  Avenue.  Approved. 

327  Recreation  Building  and  Wading  Pool,  Shot- 
Tower  Playground.  Pending. 

379  Memorial  Tablet  to  Caesar  Rodney,  Inde- 
pendence Hall.  Pending. 

384  Portrait  of  Colonel  Thomas  Forrest,  Inde- 
pendence Hall.  .  Hanging  of  portrait  and 
design  of  label  approved. 

395  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge,  River  Front 
Branch,  over  Tulip  Street.  Approved, 
with  exception. 

429  Re-location  of  Monuments  on  City  Hall 
Plaza.  Recommendations  of  Committee 
adopted  subject  to  future  submission  of  de- 
signs for  pedestals  and  of  precise  locations 
for  final  action  of  Jury. 

432  Penn's  Prayer  Tablet,  City  Hall.  Re\dsed 
design  and  revised  location  approved. 

443  Frankford  Elevated  Railway;  Sections  Nos. 

16  and  17.  Approved. 

444  Portrait  of  Mayor  Blankenburg.  Approved. 

452  Hood  over  Doorway,  No.  225  South  Broad 

Street.  Approved. 

453  Marquise  for  building  at  S.  E.  corner  of 

Ninth  and  Sansom  Streets.  Approved,  with 
condition. 

454  Electric  Sign  with  Clock  for  No.  5614  Ger- 
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455 
456 
457 
458 
459 
460 
461 
462 
463 

464 


465 
466 


mantown  Avenue.   Approved,  with  condi- 
tion. Pending. 
Electric  Sign  for  S.  E.  corner  of  Fifty-sixth 
and  Delancey  Streets.  Pending. 

Section  through  Concrete  Walks,  Clarence  H. 
Clark  Park.  Withdrawn. 

Refreshment  Pavilion,  Cornelius  Park,  Frank- 
ford.   Approved,  with  suggestion. 

Convenience  Station,  Cornelius  Park,  Frank- 
ford.  Approved. 

Convenience  Station,  Westmoreland  Park. 
Approved. 

Fire  escape  for  No.  41  South  Water  Street. 
Location  and  revised  design  approved. 

Enclosures  for  Stairways,  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road Bridge  at  Chelten  Avenue.  Approved. 

Fire  Escape  for  Nos.  431-433  Market  Street. 
Approved. 

Painting  of  Walls  of  the  Mayor's  Reception- 
Room,  City  Hall,  and  Rehanging  of  Pic- 
tures, &c.  Color  approved.  Rehanging 
approved. 

Highway  Bridge,  Bensalem  Avenue  over  Pen- 
nypack  Creek.  Design  approved,  with  ex- 
ception. Revised  designs  for  lighting  stan- 
dards and  lamps  approved.  Design  for 
lamp-post  in  middle  of  bridge  at  north  end 
approved  with  exception .  Arrangement  for 
sidewalks  and  approaches  approved.  De- 
sign for  entrance  post  at  Lexington  Avenue 
approved. 

Pumping  Station,  Upper  Roxborough  Reser- 
voir. .  Approved. 

North  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  on  line 
of  Godfrey  Avenue.  Approved,  with  pro- 
viso. 
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467  Marquise  for  N.  W.  comer  of  Thirteenth  and 

Appletree  Streets.  Approved. 

468  Walks  for  portion  of  Clarence  H.  Clark  Park 

between  Chester  and  Kingsessing  Avenues. 
Revised  plan  and  material  for  walks  ap- 
proved. 

469  Banner  over  Highway,  for  charitable  purpose. 

Approved. 

470  Old-Fashioned  Fire-House  to  front  on  Park- 

way. Design  approved  and  location  chosen. 

471  Fire  Escape  for  No.  2847  Frankford  Avenue. 

Approved. 

472  Banner  over  Highway,  for  commercial  pur- 

pose.  Submission  not  completed. 

473  Awning  for  rear  of  Nos.  1203-1205  Filbert 

Street.  Location  and  revised  design  ap- 
proved. 

474  Private  Bridge  over  Tacony  Street  south  of 

Orthodox  Street.  Location  and  revised  de- 
sign approved. 

475  Awning  for  No.  2742  Kensington  Avenue. 

Approved. 

476  Fountain  for  north  side  of  Lehigh  Avenue  be- 

tween Sixth  and  Seventh  Streets.  Revised 
plan  approved  with  recommendation; 
other  location  suggested. 

477  Power  Plant  for  Byberry  Farms.    Plans  for 

portion  of  Power  Plant  now  to  be  erected 
approved,  including,  as  temporary  struc- 
ture, stack  of  Alphons  Custodis  brick. 

478  Banner  over  Highway,  for  charitable  purpose. 

Submission  not  completed. 

479  Private  Bridge  over  Mascher  Street,  north  of 

Oxford  Street.   Design  disapproved. 

480  Gate-House  and  Approaches  for  South  En- 

48 


Digitized  by 


Submis- 
sion No. 

trance  to  Philadelphia  Zoological  Garden. 
Revised  design  approved. 

481  Pennsylvania   Railroad   Superstructure  of 

Bridge  over  Twenty-second  Street.  Design 
approved,  without  pilasters. 

482  Pennsylvania   Railroad   Superstructure  of 

Bridge  over  Orthodox  Street.  Design  ap- 
proved, with  condition.  Pilasters  disap- 
proved. 

483  Pennsylvania   Railroad   Superstructure  of 

Bridge  over  K  Street.  Design  approved, 
with  condition.  Pilasters  disapproved. 

484  Banners  over  Highways,  for  charitable  pur- 

pose. Approved. 

485  Banner  over  Highway,  for  commercial  pur- 

pose. Submission  not  completed. 

486  Fire  Escape  for  Building  at  S.  W.  corner  of 

Montgomery  Avenue  and  Marvine  Street. 
Approved. 

487  Memorial  Fountain  for  Intersection  of  Locust 

and  Thirty-sixth  Streets  and  Woodland 
Avenue.  Design  and  location  approved, 
with  conditions.  Pending. 

488  Pennsylvania   Railroad   Superstructure  of 

Bridge  over  Kensington  Avenue.  Ap- 
proved. 

489  Banners  over  Highways  (Flower  Show).  De- 

sign approved. 

490  Banner  over  Highway,  for  religious  purposes. 

Approved. 

491  Fire  Escape  for  Nos.  21-23-25  North  Second 

Street.  Approved. 

492  Fire  Escape  for  No.  26  South  Seventh  Street. 

Approved. 

493  Fire  House  at  Montgomery  Avenue  and  Wil- 

dey  Street.  Approved. 
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494  Ridge  Avenue  Highway  Bridge  over  Pennsyl- 

vania Railroad  (Connecting  Railway).  Ap- 
proved. 

495  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railway  Super- 

structure of  Bridge  over  Ridge  Avenue. 
Revised  design  approved. 

496  Hood,  Lantern  and  Sign  for  "Mole  Street 

Inn,"  No.  22  South  Mole  Street.  Design 
and  location  of  Hood  and  Lantern  ap- 
proved. Design  and  location  of  Sign  dis- 
approved. 

497  Hoods  for  Building  at  S.  E.  corner  of  Chest- 

nut and  Twenty-third  Streets.  Disap- 
proved. 

498  Recreation  Building  and  Swimming  Pool, 

Kiiigsessing  Recreation  Centre.  Location 
approved.  Interior  plans  approved.  Re- 
study  of  exterior  plans  suggested.  Pending. 

499  Banner  over  Highway,  for  military  purposes. 

Design  approved,  with  suggestion. 

500  Banner  over  Highway,  for  charitable  purpose. 

Approved. 

501  Alterations  and  Additions  to  Fire-House  at 

No.  4214  Ridge  Avenue.  Approved. 

502  Charles  Allen  Smith  Memorial,  McPherson 

Square.  Pending. 

503  Marquise  for  No.  433  Tabor  Road.  Disap- 

proved. 

504  Banner  over  Highway,  for  political  purposes. 

No  action  taken. 

505  Fire  Escape  for  Nos.  1033-35  West  Girard 

Avenue.   Approved,  with  condition. 

506  Marquise  for  No.  4  North  Thirteenth  Street. 

Disapproved. 

507  Fire  Escape  for  Building  at  No.  1801  North 

Broad  Street.    Approved,  with  condition. 
50 


Digitized  by 


Submis- 
sion No, 

508  Banners  over  Highways,  for  civic  purposes. 

Design  and  locations  approved. 

509  Banner  over  Highway,  for  charitable  purpose. 

No  action  taken. 

510  Painting  of  City  Hall  Tower.  Pending. 

511  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  Greene 

Street.   Revised  design  approved. 

512  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  Mount 

Pleasant  Avenue.  Approved,  with  condi- 
tion. 

513  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  Twenty- 

first  Street.  Pending. 

514  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  Spring- 

field Avenue.   Approved,  with  condition. 

515  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  Twenty- 

second  Street.   Revised  design  approved. 

516  Banner  over  Highway,  for  commercial  pur- 

pose. Disapproved. 

517  Marquise  for  Theatre,  N.  E.  corner  of  Ger- 

mantown  Avenue  and  Venango  Street.  Re- 
vised design  approved. 

518  Banner  over  Highway,  for  commercial  pur- 

pose. Disapproved. 

519  Street  Clock  for  No.  2806  Germantown 

Avenue.  Design  approved,  with  condition ; 
location  approved. 

520  Banner  over  Highway,  for  charitable  purpose. 

No  objection  made. 

521  Banner  over  Highway,  for  charitable  purpose. 

Approved. 

522  Highway  Bridge  at  intersection  of  Highland 

and  Seminole  Avenues  over  Pennsylvania 
Railroad.   Revised  design  approved. 

523  Temporary  Poster  of  Poor  Richard  Club,  City 

Hall  Court  Yard.  Approved. 
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524  Banner  over  Highway,  for  safety  purposes. 

No  objection  made. 

525  Margie  Street  Highway  Bridge  over  Connect- 

ing Railway.  Revised  design  approved, 
with  recommendation. 

526  Marquise  for  Building,  S.  E.  corner  of  Fif- 

teenth and  Locust  Streets.  Location  and 
revised  design  approved. 

527  Hood  for  No.  936  Market  Street.  Design  dis- 

approved. 

528  Banner  over  Highway,  for  charitable  purpose. 

No  objection  made. 

529  Gasoline  Filling  Station,  Northeast  Boule- 

vard and  Oxford  Road.  Disapproved. 

530  Banner  over  Highway,  for  military  purpose. 

Approved. 

531  Banners  over  Highways,  for  charitable  pur- 

pose.  No  objection  made. 

532  Banner  over  Highway,  for  convention.  Sub- 

mission not  completed. 

533  Banner  over  Highway,  for  civic  purpose.  No 

objection  made. 

534  Fire  Escape  for  Nos.  1532-34-36  Passyunk 

Avenue.  Approved. 

535  Banner  over  Highway,  for  religious  purpose. 

No  objection  made. 

536  Banners  over  Highways,  for  civic  purpose. 

No  objection  made. 

537  Banner  over  Highway,  for  charitable  purpose. 

No  objection  made. 

538  Awning  for  rear  of  Nos.  1021-35  Market 

Street.  Location  and  revised  design  ap- 
proved. 

539  Banner  over  Highway,  for  convention.  No 

objection  made. 
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540  Banner  over  Highway,  for  convention.  No 

objection  made. 

541  Banners  over  Highway,  for  convention.  No 

objection  made. 

542  Permanent  Cable  over  Market  Street  to  dis- 

play American  Flag.  No  objection  offered 
to  erection  of  temporary  cable,  but  perma- 
nent cable  disapproved. 

543  Banner  over  Highway,  for  convention.  No 

objection  made. 

544  Automobile  Building  facing  north  side  of 

Parkway  near  Wood  Street.  Disapproved. 

545  Private  Bridge  over  Hope  Street,  connecting 

Nos.  2418-20  North  Front  Street  and  Nos. 
2406-12  Hope  Street.  Re-revised  design 
approved. 

546  Banner  over  Highway,  for  charitable  purpose. 

No  objection  made. 

547  Flag  over  Highway,  for  commercial  purpose. 

Disapproved. 

548  Banner  over  Highway,  for  civic  purpose.  No 

objection  made. 

549  Removal  of  Arc  Lamp  used  for  Barber  Post, 

from  No.  6  to  No.  10  North  Thirteenth 
Street.  Approved,  with  condition. 

550  Private  Bridge  over  Allegheny  Avenue  east  of 

Nineteenth  Street.  Revised  design  and  lo- 
cation approved. 

551  Banner  over  Highway,  for  charitable  purpose. 

No  objection  made. 

552  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  Fountain 

Street,  Manayunk.  Approved. 

553  Erie  Avenue  Bridge  over  North  Pennsylvania 

Railroad.  Revised  design  approved. 

554  Fire  Escape  for  No.  1701  Poplar  Street.  Ap- 

proved. 
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Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railway  Bridge 
over  Luzerne  Street.  Revised  design  ap- 
proved. 

Caretaker's  House  and  Fences  for  Park, 
Catharine  and  Queen  Streets  west  of  Sec- 
ond Street.  Pending. 

Lamp  Standard  and  Seat  for  Park,  Catharine 
and  Queen  Streets  west  of  Second  Street. 
Disapproved. 

Banner  over  Highway,  for  naval  purposes. 
No  objection  made. 

Marquise  for  Coliseum  Theatre.  Approved. 

Two  Marquises  for  N.  W.  corner  of  Front  and 
Dauphin  Streets.  Design  for  one  Marquise 
and  location  approved. 

Banner  over  Highway,  for  charitable  purpose. 
Submission  not  completed. 

Cherry  Street  Municipal  Pier.  Approved. 

Kenilworth  Street  Municipal  Pier.  Approved. 

Columbia  Bridge  of  Philadelphia  and  Read- 
ing Railway  over  Schuylkill,  Fairmount 
Park.  Pending. 

Fire  Escape  for  N.  W.  corner  of  Second  and 
Fitzwater  Streets.  Approved,  with  condi- 
tions. 

Hoods  for  Doorways  of  Seven  Houses,  Whit- 
tier  Centre  Housing  Company.  Approved. 

Barn,  Stable  and  Wall  for  Bureau  of  City 
Property,  League  Island  Park.  Approved, 
with  recommendation. 

Banner  over  Highway,  for  military  purpose. 
Design  approved. 

Banner  over  Highway,  for  charitable  purpose. 
No  action  taken. 
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House  for  Park  Superintendent,  Bartram's 
Garden.  Approved. 

Marquise  for  No.  1447  North  Thirteenth 
Street.  Disapproved. 

Banner  over  Highway,  for  convention.  De- 
sign approved. 

Banner  over  Highway,  for  patriotic  purpose. 
Approved. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  Levering- 
ton  Avenue,  Manayunk.  Approved. 

South  Street  Bridge  over  Schuylkill  River. 
Preliminary  plan  approved,  with  sugges- 
tions. 

Awning  for  Nos.  710-724  Filbert  Street.  Dis- 
approved. 

Ashbumer  Street  Bridge  over  Pennsylvania 
Railroad.  Approved. 

Linden  Avenue  Bridge  over  Pennsylvania 
Railroad.  Approved. 

Convent  Lane  Footbridge  over  Pennsylvania 
Railroad.  Approved. 

Fifth  Street  Bridge  over  Philadelphia  and 
Reading  Railway.  Approved. 

Private  Bridge  over  Webster  Street,  east  of 
Broad  Street.  Approved,  with  condition. 
Pending. 

Marquise  for  Wellington  Hotel,  N.  E.  corner 
of  Nineteenth  and  Walnut  Streets.  Ap- 
proved. 

Parkway  Wall  for  No.  1619  Arch  Street.  Dis- 
approved. 

Parkway  Front  for  Property  at  N.  E.  corner 
of  Sixteenth  and  Arch  Streets.  Re-revised 
design  approved. 
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585  Municipal  Auditorium.  Approved,  with  rec- 

ommendation. 

586  Addition  to  Nurses'  Home,  Philadelphia  Gen- 

eral Hospital.  Approved. 

587  Marquise  for  Great  Northern  Theatre,  west 

side  of  Germantown  Avenue  below  Erie 
Avenue.  Location  and  revised  design  ap- 
proved. 

588  Caretaker's  House,  Clarence  H.  Clark  Park. 

Location  and  revised  design  approved. 

589  Street  Clock  in  front  of  Nos.  3635-37  Ger- 

mantown Avenue.  Location  and  revised 
design  approved. 

590  Garage  at  No.  2132  Wood  Street,  facing 

Parkway.  Approved,  as  temporary  struc- 
ture. 

591  Pathological  Laboratory,  Philadelphia  Gen- 

eral Hospital.  Design  approved;  new  loca- 
tion recommended. 

592  Tunnel  under  and  across  Margie  Street,  south 

of  Sedgley  Avenue.  Location  and  re- 
revised  design  approved. 

593  Pool  and  Fountain,   &c.,  Durham  Park. 

Pending. 

594  Two  Highway  Bridges,  Cobb's  Creek  Park- 

way, over  Cobb's  Creek.  Location  and  pre- 
liminary plans  approved.  Pending. 

595  Street  Clock  for  N.  W.  comer  of  Fifty-second 

and  Chancellor  Streets.  Disapproved. 

596  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  Cottman 

Street.  Approved,  with  condition. 

597  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  Long- 

shore Street.  Approved,  with  condition. 

598  Awnings  over  Pavements  of  Webb  Terminal 

Warehouse  Addition,  Water  Street,  Dela- 
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ware  Avenue  and  Walnut  Street.  Disap- 
proved, with  recommendation. 

Restoration  and  Rehanging  of  Four  Paintings 
in  Independence  Hall.  Programme  ap- 
proved. Pending. 

Painting  in  Oil  of  Dr.  Bodo  Otto,  Surgeon, 
Revolutionary  War.  Pending. 

Painting  in  Oil  of  Patrick  Gordon,  Colonial 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania.  Disapproved. 

Alterations  to  Residence  No.  1614  Appletree 
Street  on  Parkway.  Pending. 

Entrance  to  Office  Building,  Fourth  Street 
and  Lehigh  Avenue.  Approved. 

Standard  Size  and  Design  of  Signs  for  Tem- 
porary Platforms  over  Sidewalks  during 
Building  Operations.  Standard  selected 
and  approved. 

Muhlenberg  Monument.  Pending. 

Bulletin  Boards  for  Entrances  of  City  Hall. 
Pending. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Superstructure  of 
Bridge  over  Rittenhouse  Street.  Approved, 
with  condition. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Superstructure  of 
Bridge  over  Graver's  Lane.  Pending. 

Marquise  for  building  at  N.  W.  corner  of 
Thirteenth  and  Spruce  Streets.  Disap- 
proved. 

Sign  for  Premises  No.  736  South  Twentieth 
Street.  Disapproved. 

Alterations  to  Building  to  be  used  for  Fire 
Station,  Oak  Lane.  Revised  design  ap- 
proved. 

Alterations  to  Fire  Station,  No.  3546  Ger- 
mantown  Avenue.  Approved. 
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613  Parkway  Front  for  Building,  S.  W.  corner  of 

Sixteenth  and  Arch  Streets.  Approved  as 
temporary  structure. 

614  Henry  Avenue  Bridge  over  Wissahickon 

Creek.  Pending. 

615  Building   Containing   Repair-Shop,  Store- 

Rooms,  &c.,  for  Bureau  of  Water.  Pending. 
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SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ART  JURY 


To  THE  Honourable  Thomas  B.  Smith, 
Mayor  of  Philadelphia: 

Sir: — In  accordance  with  law,  I  have  the  honour 
to  present  herewith  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Art  Jury  during  the  calendar  year  1917. 


Easily  the  most  important  event,  so  far  as  the 
art  interests  of  the  City  and  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia are  concerned,  was  the  bequest  to  the  City 
by  John  G.  Johnson  of  his  collection  of  works  of 
art.  So  important  is  the  collection,  that  this  was 
indeed  the  outstanding  art  event  of  the  year 
throughout  the  United  States.  The  collection  is 
a  superb  one,  whether  considered  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  remarkable  merit  of  many  of  the 
individual  works  of  art  or  from  the  extent  of  the 
field  covered  in  a  masterly  way  by  the  expertness 


The  Johnson  Bequest 
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of  knowledge  of  the  donor,  as  well  as  by  his  cath- 
olicity of  taste.  This  Department  of  the  City 
Government,  acting  in  harmony  with  other  De- 
partments and  with  the  Councils,  promptly  ap- 
proved the  acceptance  of  the  bequest. 

Mr.  Johnson's  residence,  in  which  the  collec- 
tion is  now  housed,  was  included  in  the  gift,  but 
it  is  not  available  in  its  present  form  for  an  ade- 
quate display  of  the  great  number  of  works  of  art 
it  contains  and  there  may  be  therefore  some  delay 
in  making  the  collection  available  for  public  in- 
struction and  enjoyment. 

The  Art  Jury  was  happy  to  accede  to  your  re- 
quest and  that  of  the  residuary  legatees  under 
the  Will  of  Mr.  Johnson  to  act  as  arbiter  in  deter- 
mining the  "Objects  of  Personal  Use  and  Orna- 
ment" as  distinct  from  "Objects  of  Household 
Use  and  Adornment,"  the  former  of  which  go  to 
the  residuary  legatees.  In  accordance  with  your 
suggestion,  a  special  committee  of  the  Jury  was 
appointed  to  pass  upon  the  articles  in  question 
and  it  has  completed  its  work,  but,  as  its  report 
will  be  presented  during  1918,  the  subject  is  not 
further  referred  to  here. 


During  the  year  the  Jury  has  had  further  con- 
ferences with  the  architects  for  the  Philadelphia 
Museum  of  Art,  Messrs.  Trumbauer,  Zantzinger 


The  Art  Museum 


and  Borie,  and  also  with  Messrs.  Arnold  W. 
Brunner,  Burt  L.  Fenner  and  John  Russell  Pope, 
of  New  York,  and  M.  Jacques  Greber,  of  Paris. 
The  conferences  emphasized  the  great  importance 
of  the  outlook  from  and  the  views  toward  the 
southwestern  and  northwestern  sides  of  the  build- 
ing. This  is  due  to  the  remarkable  fortune  of  the 
City  in  possessing  a  promontory,  directly  on  the 
axis  of  the  Parkway,  which  dominates  a  large  por- 
tion of  Fairmount  Park,  the  whole  of  the  Park- 
way, and  two  stretches  of  the  river,  which  bends 
just  as  it  touches  the  foot  of  the  promontory. 
Some  changes  were  made  in  the  details  of  the 
design  for  the  river  fagades  of  the  building,  to 
take  advantage  of  these  features  of  the  site.  At 
its  meeting  in  March,  the  Jury  adopted  resolu- 
tions approving  the  plans  submitted,  in  accordance 
with  the  revised  model,  with  certain  additional 
recommendations. 

Gr£ber*s  Plans  for  the  Parkway 
As  President  of  the  Art  Jury,  I  had  the  honour 
of  suggesting  to  you  and  to  the  Fairmount  Park 
Commission  the  employment  of  M.  Jacques  Greber, 
of  Paris,  one  of  the  most  eminent  landscape  archi- 
tects of  the  time,  to  prepare  plans  for  the  land- 
scape work  along  the  Parkway. 

In  the  development  of  this  great  public  improve- 
ment Philadelphia  has  an  extraordinary  oppor- 
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tunity  actually  to  duplicate,  and  in  some  respects 
to  surpass,  the  most  famous  of  all  the  great  drives 
of  the  world,  the  Champs  Elysees.  And  it  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  the  extraordinary  public 
interest  in  and  appreciation  of  M.  Greber's  plans, 
upon  their  recent  exhibition,  have  confirmed  the 
judgment  of  the  municipal  authorities  in  securing 
such  an  artist  as  their  adviser. 

Few  Philadelphians  have  any  conception  of  the 
revenue  the  City  will  derive  from  carrying  out 
these  plans,  through  the  attraction  their  execu- 
tion will  offer  to  visitors.  It  is  a  well  established 
fact  that  the  cities  abroad,  which  have  attracted 
the  most  visitors,  are  those  which  have  maintained 
their  art  treasures  and  have  beautified  their  high- 
ways and  their  parks  with  plans  such  as  are  now 
offered  to  Philadelphia. 

The  Report  for  1914  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Dominion  Parks  of  Canada  gives  the  following 
figures  of  the  revenue  derived  from  tourist  trafiic: 

1.  Annual  revenue  of  France  from  tourist 

traffic  $500,000,000 

2.  Annual  revenue  of  Switzerland  from 

tourist  traffic   150,000,000 

3.  Annual  revenue  of  Italy  from  tourist 

traffic   100,000,000 

4.  Annual  revenue  of  Maine,  U.  S.  A., 

from  tourist  traffic   40,000,000 

5.  Expenditure   of    American  tourists 

abroad  in  1910.   350,000,000 

"Mr.  W.  T.  Hobson,  organizer  of  the  Canadian  Travel 
Association  (formerly  General  Advertising  Agent  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway),  has  prepared  a  careful  esti- 
mate of  the  amount  of  money  spent  by  tourists  in  Canada 
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last  year.  His  figures  are  $50,000,000.  Startling  as  it 
may  appear,  these  figures  place  the  value  of  tourist 
traffic  in  the  fourth  position  with  respect  to  revenue  from 
Canada's  national  resources.    The  comparison  is: 

Field  crops,  Canada,  1913  $509,437,000 

Forest  products,  Canada,  1913 .  . .  161,093,000 

Minerals,  Canada,  1913   102,300,000 

Tourist  traffic,  Canada,  1913 ....  50,000,000 
Fisheries,  Canada,  1913   43,667,000 

"The  figures  compiled  are  calculated  to  emphasize  the 
tremendous  commercial  potentialities  of  the  tourist  traffic. 
Nothing  attracts  tourists  like  national  parks.  Therefore, 
national  parks  provide  the  chief  means  of  bringing  to 
Canada  a  stream  of  tourists  and  a  stream  of  tourists*  gold, 

*  *  *  "It  is  perhaps  as  important  to  keep  Canadian 
money  in  Canada,  as  it  is  to  attract  foreign  money  to  the 
Dominion." 

An  enormous  tide  of  travel  is  flowing  by  Phila- 
delphia's doors.  From  its  situation,  between  New 
York  and  the  capital  of  the  United  States,  it  has 
an  admirable  opportunity  to  attract  visitors  pass- 
ing between  these  two  cities  by  the  creation  of 
this  great  Parkway,  with  its  Museum  and  other 
buildings  as  proposed.  While  it  is  of  course  neces- 
sary to  spend  large  sums  of  money  on  public 
utilities,  such  as  sewers,  fire  and  police  stations, 
schools  and  libraries,  for  the  health  and  comfort  of 
our  citizens,  these  in  no  way  attract  and  hold 
tourists,  whose  expenditures  mean  so  much  to  any 
city. 

Municipal  Improvements  in  War-Time 
The  Art  Jury  has  of  course  nothing  to  do  with 
the  actual  execution  of  the  plans,  upon  which  it 
passes,  nor  is  it  its  function  to  determine  when 
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any  work  should  be  begun,  but  the  Act  of  As- 
sembly, under  which  this  Department  of  the  City 
was  created,  authorizes  it  to  make  recommenda- 
tions concerning  such  matters. 

The  war  presents  apparent  diflBculties  in  regard 
to  undertaking  the  construction  of  public  improve- 
ments, and  these  difficulties  may  easily  lead  to 
erroneous  conclusions.  The  first  duty  of  civiliza- 
tion is  to  win  this  war  for  liberty,  but  there  is 
danger  that  in  our  zeal  to  win  the  war  we  may 
lose  sight  of  some  things  that  would  make  our 
participation  in  the  war  really  efficient.  While 
before  the  war  fifty-eight  garden  suburbs  and 
garden  cities  had  been  erected  in  England,  which 
are  admirable  in  their  plan  and  remarkable  in  their 
attractiveness,  none  of  them  equals  Well  Hall,  a 
town  built  by  the  British  Government  for  muni- 
tions workers  since  the  war  began.  It  is  perhaps 
equally  noticeable  that  in  Marseilles  a  great 
monumental  bridge  has  been  completed  since  the 
war  began  and  in  battle-torn  Rheims  a  completely 
adequate  city  plan,  with  encircling  boulevards, 
parks,  and  other  things  in  the  nature  of  beautifica- 
tion,  have  been  prepared  in  the  last  year  or  two, 
while  in  Toronto  the  first  section  of  a  public  Art 
Museum  has  just  been  completed  and  is  expected 
to  be  ready  for  opening  early  next  autumn. 

The  preparation  of  adequate  plans  for  the 
growth  of  the  City's  population,  whether  these 
plans  be  for  original  construction  in  such  suburban 
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territory  as  the  region  around  Hog  Island  or  for 
re-construction  near  the  centre  of  the  City, — such 
as  plans  for  adequate  means  of  communication 
with  Hog  Island  by  river  embankments  along  the 
Schuylkill, — should  be  pushed  with  vigour.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  war  is  presenting  to  Philadel- 
phia an  absolute  necessity  for  city  planning  and 
city  building. 

It  appears  that  in  the  last  two  years  and  a 
half  a  population  greater  than  the  entire  popula- 
tion of  Columbus,  Ohio,  has  been  added  to  the 
City  and  its  suburbs.  The  Hog  Island  operation 
alone  will  employ  thirty  thousand  workmen,  who 
with  their  families  will  constitute  a  direct  addi- 
tion to  the  City  of  about  120,000  people.  With 
similar  increases  in  other  plants,  already  stretch- 
ing from  Bristol  to  Wilmington,  we  shall  have  to 
prepare  plans  and  execute  them  for  a  further  addi- 
tion, in  the  next  year  or  two,  of  200,000  more 
people  to  the  City's  population.  If  we  knew  the 
war  would  end  in  six  months  or  a  year,  it  might 
be  wise  to  postpone  important  projects;  but,  if 
the  war  is  to  last  four  or  five  years,  the  success 
of  Philadelphia's  contribution  toward  the  winning 
of  the  war  may  actually  depend  upon  the  creation 
of  a  great  traflBc-way,  perhaps  as  wide  as  the  North- 
east Boulevard,  paralleling  the  river,  from  the 
present  built-up  section  of  Southeast  Philadelphia 
to  the  State  line. 

Those  cities,  in  which  the  population  during 


the  war  will  be  more  or  less  at  a  standstill,  may 
perhaps  wisely  postpone  city  planning  and  the 
execution  of  city  planning  projects,  but  those,  hke 
Philadelphia,  to  which  great  masses  of  people  are 
being  drawn  through  the  enormous  suction  of  war 
industries,  must  take  correspondingly  adequate 
measures  for  city  building. 


Temporary  Parkway  Structures 

During  the  year,  the  Jury  passed  upon  a  num- 
ber of  structures  for  the  Parkway,  which  were 
generally  of  minor  importance.  Several  of  the 
submissions  concerned  the  temporary  rebuilding 
of  fronts  or  backs  of  buildings,  cut  diagonally  by 
the  Parkway  lines.  One,  however,  was  for  a  roof 
sign,  visible  from  the  Parkway.  Naturally,  this 
was  disapproved.  The  design  for  a  gateway  to 
the  Friends'  Burial  Ground  was  approved  and  it 
has  since  been  carried  out,  opening  up  to  public 
view  this  charming  old  property  and  in  effect 
bringing  into  the  Parkway  a  semi-public  park  of 
several  acres. 


The  Independence  Hall  Collection 

During  the  year  the  Art  Jury  has  given  careful 
attention  to  the  interesting  and  unique  collection 
of  paintings  in  Independence  Hall.    One  of  the 


pernicious  developments  of  the  past  thirty  or 
forty  years  in  all  museums,  in  Europe  as  well 
as  in  the  United  States,  has  been  the  activity  of 
so-called  "restorers" — more  properly  styled  "de- 
stroyers." 

The  Jury,  during  the  year,  had  submitted  to 
it  proposals  for  restoring  certain  famous  and  very 
valuable  portraits.  The  restoration  was  in  each 
case  limited  by  direction  of  the  Jury  to  such  work 
as  would  not  destroy  either  the  monetary  or 
artistic  value  of  the  paintings.  The  experience 
of  the  Jury  with  the  City's  paintings  is  sufficient 
to  show  the  importance  of  entrusting  the  care  of 
any  collection  of  paintings  only  to  the  most  expert. 


The  influence  of  bridges  upon  the  income  of 
cities  is  becoming  more  and  more  imderstood. 
They  may  either  elevate  a  degraded  neighborhood 
or  degrade  an  attractive  one.  An  ugly  bridge, 
built  in  a  region  of  high  values,  will  depress  those 
values,  causing  a  corresponding  reduction  in  the 
City's  income  and  borrowing  capacity.  A  hand- 
some bridge  will  increase  values,  with  resulting 
increase  in  income  and  borrowing  capacity.  This 
is  particularly  true  of  such  bridges  as  those  pro- 
jected on  the  lines  of  University  Avenue  and  South 
Street  across  the  Schuylkill.  The  Art  Jury  there- 
fore has  given  careful  study  during  the  year  to 
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those  two  important  projects  and  satisfactory  re- 
sults have  been  obtained. 

Another  important  design  considered  was  one 
for  a  bridge  on  the  line  of  Holme  Avenue  over 
Wooden  Bridge  Run.  Here  the  primary  con- 
sideration was  not  the  design,  but  the  question 
whether  the  immediate  surroundings  of  the  bridge 
would  be  built-up  land  or  a  park.  Wooden  Bridge 
Run  is  naturally  an  extension  of  Pennypack  Park 
and  leads  directly  to  the  little  cemetery  in  which 
Thomas  Holme,  William  Penn's  surveyor,  is  buried. 
The  Art  Jury  has  accordingly  requested  advice  as 
to  whether  the  City  should  not  ultimately  acquire 
the  valley  of  this  Run  as  a  portion  of  its  park 
system.  The  Jury  recommends  that  it  do  so  and 
that  this  addition  to  the  park  be  placed  upon  the 
city  plan  at  once. 

The  novel  design  for  the  handsome  viaduct 
along  Twenty -fifth  Street,  for  the  Delaware  Ex- 
tension of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  appro- 
priately suggests  great  strength  and  has  been 
approved. 

Columbia  Bridge  over  the  Schuylkill,  in  the 
heart  of  Fairmount  Park,  has  finally  been  well 
designed.  As  first  projected,  it  would  have  ap- 
peared, from  two  points  of  view,  like  a  solid  wall 
directly  across  the  river.  It  will  now  have  a 
series  of  elliptical  arches,  which  will  prevent  that 
result  and  will  permit  glimpses  of  delightful 
stretches  of  water*   Its  construction  will  cause  a 


jgreat  improvement  in  that  region  of  tlie  park,  as  it 
will  succeed  a  steel  truss  bridge  of  the  ugliest  type. 

It  is  not  alone,  however,  in  such  striking  places 
that  the  Art  Jury  has  secured  results  that  will 
add  to  the  beauty  of  their  surroundings  and  there- 
fore to  the  pleasure  of  the  citizens,  but  in  minor 
streets  as  well.  It  was  proposed  to  put  a  pipe 
bridge  across  Orianna  Street.  A  committee  visited 
the  site  and  noticed  the  changing  vistas  of  the 
street,  due  to  slight  changes  in  its  line,  which 
make  it  really  picturesque.  The  Jury  thereupon 
disapproved  the  design  and  location  of  the  pipe 
support  and  suggested  that  communication  be- 
tween the  two  buildings  be  placed  underground, 
without  introducing  such  a  serious  disfigurement 
over  the  street. 

Similarly,  the  Art  Jury  disapproved  a  bridge 
to  connect  two  buildings  on  the  opposite  sides  of 
Sansom  Street.  The  Jury  noted  the  fact  that  it 
was  entirely  possible  to  get  a  connection  between 
the  buildings  underground,  the  passageway  being 
no  lower  than  the  floor  of  the  Arcadia  Cafe.  An 
ordinance  granting  permission  for  the  structure 
was  however  passed  and  approved.  In  view  of 
what  the  Superior  Court  says  in  Lennon  vs. 
Porter,  65  Superior  Court  94,  it  appears  that  the 
ordinance  has  no  validity.  The  Superior  Court  in 
this  decision,  which  was  rendered  in  the  past 
year,  says:  "TAe  decision  in  Reimer's  Appeal^ 
suprUy  established  the  principle  that  it  was  not  within 
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the  power  of  the  city  by  fecial  ordinance  to  grant 
to  a  particular  individual  the  right  to  maintain  a 
permanent  structure  extending  over  the  street.'* 


Buildings 


Plans  for  a  number  of  important  buildings  were 
considered,  such  as  the  Logan  Branch  Library,  one 
of  the  buildings  for  the  Byberry  group  of  hospitals 
and  five  buildings  for  League  Island  Park.  The 
members  of  the  Art  Jury  were  particularly  pleased 
with  the  designs  of  the  last  mentioned  group. 

The  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Stations,  ow- 
ing to  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  materials,  were 
re-designed  with  a  view  to  bringing  them  within 
the  sums  allowed  for  their  erection.  It  is  inter- 
esting to  note  in  this  connection,  that  it  was  found 
cheaper  to  use  marble  than  sandstone  for  some 
of  the  details.  One  satisfactory  result  of  the  Art 
Jury's  study  of  the  design  will  be  obtained  through 
the  adoption  by  the  Department  of  City  Transit 
of  the  Jury's  recommendation,  that  no  station- 
building  shall  be  erected  over  a  street,  and  no 
stairway  therefore  will  come  down  to  the  side- 
walk, but  all  stations  and  their  approaches  will  be 
constructed  entirely  within  the  building-lines. 

The  Art  Jury  was  glad  to  approve  the  designs 
for  two  more  of  the  admirable  Moyamensing 
Piers,  at  Wolf  and  Ritner  Streets,  which  are  well 
conceived;  but  a  different  feeling  was  created  by 
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the  submission  of  the  indefensible  proposition  to 
erect  a  commercial  wharf  at  the  foot  of  Penn 
Treaty  Park.  It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  the 
Art  Jury's  authority  to  disapprove  the  erection  of 
a  structure  which  has  been  duly  authorized,  for  its 
function  is  limited  to  the  approval  or  disapproval 
of  designs  and  locations  of  structures  or  fixtures, 
as  distinct  from  passing  upon  the  desirability  of 
their  erection  at  all;  it  therefore  approved  the 
design  of  the  wharf  building  for  Penn  Treaty 
Park,  but  it  took  occasion  to  add  to  its  approval: 

*  *  *  "  the  Art  Jury  at  the  same  time  expresses 
its  keen  regret  that  the  greater  part  of  the  water- 
front of  the  only  riverside  park  of  the  built-up 
City  on  the  Delaware  River  should  be  diverted 
from  the  park  use,  for  which  it  had  been  acquired 
and  developed,  to  a  comnaercial  use,  for  which 
some  other  property  could  have  been  acquired  by 
purchase  or  condemnation. 

"Land  acquired  for  use  as  a  public  park  has  in 
a  few  cases  been  suggested  for  another  public 
use,  such  as  a  site  for  a  free  public  library,  but 
this  is  the  first  instance  in  Philadelphia  of  the 
deliberate  diversion  of  park  land  to  commercial 
purposes  yielding  private  profit." 

Sidewalk  Nuisances  Erected  and  Maintained 
FOR  Private  Gain 

While  the  chief  purpose  of  sidewalks  is  to  fur- 
nish passage  along  a  street,  yet,  as  stated  by  the 
Superior  Court  in  Lennon  vs.  Porter  (65  Superior 
Court  94):— 
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"T|ie  right  of  passing  along  or  over  a  public 
highway  has  connected  with  it  certain  incidents, 
which  are  essential  to  the  proper  enjoyment  of 
it,  such  as  light,  air  and  view.  If  abutting  owners 
had  the  right  to  cover  it  over,  so  as  to  shut  out 
the  light  from  above,  its  enjoyment  would  not 
only  be  greatly  interfered  with,  but  it  might  often 
be  rendered  dangerous  and  practically  useless." 

All  of  these  pubHc  rights  have  been,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  seriously  interfered  with  in  Philadelphia^ 
as  well  as  in  many  other  cities-  This  interference 
has  taken  so  many  forms  and  has  resulted  in  so 
many  nuisances,  either  created  under  the  author- 
ity of  ordinances  passed  decades  ago,  or,  as  in 
many  cases,  erected  in  arrogant  defiance  of  the 
city  authorities,  that  the  Art  Jury  has  received  a 
number  of  communications  seeking  the  removal  of 
such  nuisances  either  in  individual  cases  or  in 
general.  The  owner  of  one  store  is  permitted  to 
interfere  unjustly  with  the  business  of  his  neigh- 
bors through  the  erection  of  a  sign  that  extends 
over  the  sidewalk,  advertising  for  the  time  being 
the  store,  in  front  of  which  it  is  placed,  but  thereby 
pocketing  the  stores  on  either  side  of  it,  unless 
each  one  of  these  erects  a  sign  and  pushes  it 
farther  out  than  the  first  one,  in  which  case  it  in 
turn  is  hidden.  This  has  become  especially  notice- 
able in  cities  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia 
among  them,  since  the  introduction  of  electric 
signs;  but  the  nuisance  of  unilluminated  signs  is 
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almost  as  great,  although  they  are  generally  less 
oflfensive  in  design  than  the  former. 

In  the  case  of  electric  signs,  more  brilliantly 
lighted  streets  can  be  secured,  if  all  such  signs 
are  placed  parallel  with  the  fagades  of  buildings. 
Every  shop  can  then  aflford  to  have  an  electric 
sign;  otherwise  each  sign  interferes  with  the  one 
next  to  it,  unless  the  one  later  erected  is  either 
pushed  out  farther  over  the  sidewalk,  in  which 
case  the  limit  of  the  street  is  soon  reached;  or 
unless  each  sign  is  raised  higher  and  higher  up  the 
fagade  of  the  building  in  utter  disregard  of  its 
eflfect  upon  the  appearance  of  the  structure,  the 
result  being  that  the  street  soon  looks  like  either 
a  mushroom  town  of  the  Middle  West  or  an  alley 
in  Chinatown. 

Elementary  justice  demands  an  absolutely  equal 
advantage  for  each  store  along  the  sidewalk. 
This  can  be  secured  in  only  one  way,  by  compell- 
ing each  sign,  whether  illuminated  or  noty  to  be 
parallel  with  and  placed  flat  against  the  fagade  of 
its  building. 

The  Art  Jury  has  been  endeavouring,  so  far  as 
lies  within  the  scope  of  its  authority,  to  persuade 
applicants  to  adopt  this  elementary  principle  of 
justice,  and  not  without  some  success.  The  Busi- 
ness Men's  Associations  of  the  City  are  more  and 
more  giving  their  hearty  support  and  are  using 
direct  efforts  with  individuals  toward  securing 
this  result.  The  following  letter,  recently  received 
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from  The  Chestnut  Street  Business  Men's  Asso- 
ciation, is  an  illustration  of  this  sort  of  co-operation: 

"November  9,  1917. 

"Andrew  Wright  Crawford,  Esq., 
Secretary  of  the  Art  Jury, 
City  Hall,  Philadelphia. 
My  dear  Mr.  Crawford: 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Chestnut  Street  Business  Men's  Associa- 
tion, held  November  8th,  I  was  instructed  to 
request  the  Art  Jury  to  refuse  its  approval  for 
any  signs  on  Chestnut  Street  which  are  not  placed 
flat  against  the  front  of  the  building. 

Will  you  kindly  advise  me  as  to  what  action 
the  Jury  takes  upon  this  question? 

Very  truly, 
George  Albert  Drovin, 

Secretary."' 

The  Art  Jury  adopted  the  following  resolution 
concerning  overhanging  signs: 

'^Resolvedy  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Art 
Jury,  no  signs  projecting  over  the  street  from 
the  face  of  a  building  should  be  approved  for 
Chestnut,  Walnut,  Spruce  or  Pine  Streets,  be- 
tween the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill  Rivers,  or 
the  intersecting  streets,  between  Chestnut  and 
Pine  Streets,  and  that  no  V-shaped  projecting 
sign  should  be  approved  for  any  street.'' 

Notice  of  this  action  was  sent  to  the  Walnut 
Street  Business  Association,  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing letter  was  received  in  reply: 

SO 
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December  10th,  1917. 


"Mr.  A.  W.  Crawford,  Secty., 
Art  Jury, 
City  Hall, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Dear  Mr.  Crawford: 

We  are  pleased  to  receive  your  resolution  in 
re  projecting  signs.  Can  we  anticipate  that  this 
is  the  first  step  towards  legislation  removing 
them? 

Thanking  you  for  a  further  advice,  I  am,  with 
best  regards. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Walnut  Street  Business  Association, 

E.  J.  Berlet,  President." 

A  letter  from  a  New  York  realty  company  was 
also  recently  received,  which  reads,  in  part,  as 
follows: 


"We  write  to  complain  about  a  showcase 
which  has  been  placed  in  front  of  *  *  * 
store  at  *  *  *  Market  Street  and  which 
projects  a  foot  or  18  inches  beyond  the  building 
line  thereby  considerably  blocking  the  view  of 
passersby  to  the  show  windows  of  our  tenant. 
In  addition  to  the  inconvenience  to  our  tenant, 
the  show  cases  do  not  add  to  the  appearance  of 
the  street  and  they  considerably  narrow  the 
sidewalk  at  a  point  where  it  is  already  too  nar- 
row because  of  the  subway  kiosk  existing  at 
this  point. 

"We  earnestly  request  that  you  inspect  the 
location  and  order  the  showcase  removed." 

These  are  three  instances  of  the  very  general 
demand  that  has  arisen,  not  only  in  Philadelphia, 
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but  in  other  cities  as  well,  for  the  abolition  of  all 
sorts  of  sidewalk  nuisances,  wherever  it  is  possible, 
and  for  their  very  decided  diminution  in  other 
cases.  In  previous  reports  of  the  Art  Jury  this 
matter  has  been  referred  to  and  it  is  one  of  the 
principal  subjects  of  the  report  for  1916.  An 
ordinance  is  now  before  Councils,  which  would 
make  a  marked  improvement  in  this  respect. 
While  the  ordinance  might  well  be  amended,  so 
as  to  compel  the  removal  of  all  signs  that  project 
over  the  street,  but  permitting  them  to  be  placed 
parallel  with  the  fagade  of  the  buildings,  and  while, 
in  a  few  other  respects,  the  ordinance  should  be 
made  more  vigourous,  nevertheless  the  Jury  has 
adopted  the  following  resolutions: 

''Resolvedy  That  the  Art  Jury  endorses  the 
proposed  Ordinance,  entitled  ^An  Ordinance 
regulating  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  strvjc- 
tureSy  devices  or  fixtures  appurtenant  to  buildings 
or  their  use  or  in  any  way  encroaching  upon  or 
above  the  sidewalks,  or  projecting  beyond  the 
building  lines,  in  the  streets  or  highways  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  and  providing  penalties  for 
violations  thereof,  and  recommend  its  passage. 

''Further,  Resolved,  That  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  forward  this  resolution  to  Councils 
with  a  favourable  recommendation." 

The  ordinance  having  failed,  as  yet,  to  pass,  it 
is  now  recommended  that  it  be  amended  as  above 
suggested  and  promptly  passed. 


Marquises  and  Metai^  Awnings 
The  Art  Jury  has  in  a  number  of  instances  re- 
fused its  approval  of  designs  for  marquises  or 
metal  awnings  and  recommended  to  the  Chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Highways  that  no  marquise  be 
allowed  at  certain  locations,  this  recommendation 
being  made  because  under  the  ordinance  of  Coun- 
cils it  is  left  to  his  discretion  whether  or  not  to 
grant  such  permits.  Councils  have  furthered  the 
same  object  through  the  passage  of  ordinances 
ordering  the  removal  of  metal  awnings  already 
erected  over  certain  streets.  One  such  ordinance, 
that  of  June  11,  1914,  directed  the  removal  of  all 
awnings  on  South  Street  between  the  Delaware 
and  Schuylkill  Rivers.  This  was  the  ordinance 
which  was  attacked  in  Lennon  vs.  Porter,  already 
referred  to.  Its  validity  was  upheld.  Not  only 
did  the  Court  say,  as  already  quoted,  that,  "if 
abutting  owners  had  the  right  to  cover  over  a 
public  highway,  so  as  to  shut  out  the  light  from 
above,  its  enjoyment  would  not  only  be  greatly 
interfered  with,  but  it  might  often  be  rendered 
dangerous  and  practically  useless;''  but  it  added: 
"It  is  clearly  within  the  powers  of  the  legislature 
to  at  any  time  prohibit  the  maintenance  by  owners 
of  abutting  property  of  any  structure  connected 
with  their  buildings  extending  over  public  streets, 
and  this  power  they  may  delegate  to  municipalities, 
to  be  exercised  within  the  municipal  limits." 
There  are  all  sorts  of  pleas  advanced  by  indi- 
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vidual  applicants  or  by  contractors,  who  have 
induced  such  applicants  to  enter  into  contracts 
with  them  for  the  erection  of  these  nuisances. 
One  amusing  plea,  always  presented  with  great 
gravity  and  assumed  deep  knowledge  of  the  law 
and  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  Americans,  is 
that  an  ordinance  of  Councils,  directing  the  re- 
moval of  signs,  awnings,  etc.,  from  only  one  street, 
or  only  one  side  of  a  street,  is  "class  legislation." 
It  is  diflScult  to  understand  what  is  meant  by  this 
popular  and  grandiloquent,  but  entirely  vague 
phrase;  but  it  has  been  completely  disposed  of  in 
the  decision  of  Lennon  vs.  Porter,  the  Court  not- 
ing that  Philadelphia  has  the  power,  by  the  Act 
of  1838,  to  make  "such  and  so  many  rules  and 
regulations''  as  to  public  highways,  "as  to  the 
Councils  may  seem  expedient;"  *  *  *  "when 
the  legislature  by  express  grant  confers  on  a  mu- 
nicipality the  power  to  regulate  a  specific  local 
affair,  the  municipality  may  do  so  by  ordinances 
that  apply  to  particular  streets  and  not  to  all 
the  streets  within  its  boundaries;"  this  power 
being  subject  to  the  limitation,  that  it  is  "not 
within  the  power  of  the  city  by  special  ordinance 
to  grant  to  a  particular  individual  the  right  to 
maintain  a  permanent  structure  extending  over 
the  street." 

Particularly  significant  is*  the  statement  of  the 
Court:  ^'When  an  ordinance  under  which  an  awn- 
ing was  authorized  is  repealed^  the  owner  ceases  to 


have  any  authority  for  his  intrusion  upon  the* 
public  street The  use  of  the  word  "intrusion'* 
is  happy,  because  accurate. 

Second  Conference  of  Pubuc  Art 


At  the  invitation  of  the  Art  Jury,  the  Second 
Conference  of  Art  Commissions  of  the  United 
States  was  held  in  Philadelphia  on  May  15,  1917. 
The  Conference  met  in  the  Mayor's  Reception 
Room  in  the  morning,  the  members  were  enter- 
tained at  Lynnewood  Hall  by  the  President  of 
the  Art  Jury  in  the  afternoon  and  a  dinner  was 
given  to  the  Conference  by  the  Mayor  in  the 
evening.  Following  the  precedent  set  by  the  New 
York  Art  Commission,  which  called  the  First 
Conference  and  reported  the  proceedings  in  one 
of  its  annual  reports,  the  Art  Jury  prints,  as  an 
appendix  hereto,  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Second  Conference.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
in  passing  the  growth  throughout  the  United 
States  in  the  number  of  such  departments  in 
recent  years,  as  evidenced  by  the  records  of  the 
Conference.  In  Pennsylvania  two  cities  now  have 
such  departments  as  constituent  portions  of  their 
governments,  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh,  and  one 
is  authorized  for  Scranton. 

During  the  year  1917,  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  new  submissions  were  made  to  the  Art  Jury 


Departments 


Digitized  by 


•  and,  in  addition,  twenty-six  submissions,  made 
prior  to  January  1,  1917,  were  considered. 

A  list  of  all  matters  submitted  to  or  considered 
by  the  Jury  during  the  year  is  appended  hereto. 

On  behalf  of  the  Art  Jury: 


Joseph  E.  Widener, 
President. 


Philadelphia,  February  4,  1918. 
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MATTERS  SUBMITTED  OR  CONSIDERED  IN  1917 

For  action  on  submissions  made  and  finally 
passed  upon  before  January  1,  1917,  see  previ- 
ous Reports.  The  following  list  covers  the  plans 
and  designs  submitted  before  January  1,  1917,  but 
considered  after  that  date,  as  well  as  those  sub- 
mitted during  1917,  whether  finally  disposed  of  or 
not.  Revised  plans  are  frequently  requested. 
This  list  gives  only  the  final  action,  where  such 
action  has  been  taken. 


34  Pastorius  Monument.  Full-size  drawings  of 
revised  inscriptions  on  front  and  sides  of 
pedestal  approved;  re-revised  inscription 
for  rear  of  pedestal  approved,  with  con- 
ditions. Pencfing. 

81  Philadelphia  Museum  of  Art.  Revised  pre- 
liminary plans  approved;  the  Ground 
Plan,  designs  of  Front  Elevation,  Side 
Elevation,  revised  design  for  Rear  Eleva- 
tion, and  other  plans,  approved,  with  ex- 
ceptions and  recommendations.  Pending. 

226  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  on  line  of 
Wynnefield  Avenue,  Revised  design  ap- 
proved. 


Sttbmis- 

BION  No. 


SuBins- 
SION  No. 


311 

320 

365 
439 

464 

487 

502 

556 

563 
564 
570 

575 

579 


Front  Street  Retaining  Wall  at  Philadelphia 
Hospital  for  Contagious  Diseases.  Plans 
approved,  with  exception.  Pending. 

Lamp  Standards  for  the  Fairmount  Parkway- 
Pending. 

Robert  Morris  Memorial.  Pending. 
Restoration  of  Chestnut  Hill  Water  Tower. 
Pending. 

Highway  Bridge  on  line  of  Bensalem  Avenue. 
Pending. 

Development  of  Intersection  of  Thirty-sixth 
Street,  Locust  Street  and  Woodland 
Avenue.  Revised  design  for  planting 
space  approved,  with  condition. 

Charles  Allen  Smith  Memorial,  McPherson 
Square.  Revised  design  disapproved  and 
Art  Jury's  opinion  repeated  that  a  mor- 
tuary monument  is  not  suitable  for  a  pub- 
lic park. 

Caretaker's  House  and  Fences  for  Queen 
Park.  Location  and  revised  design  of 
House  approved.  Design  of  Fence  ap- 
proved. 

Kenilworth  Street  Pier  (Municipal).  Sub- 
stituted plans  approved. 

Columbia  Bridge  over  the  Schuylkill  River. 
Final  design  approved. 

House  for  Park  Superintendent,  Bartram's 
Garden.  Revised  substituted  design  ap- 
proved. 

South  Street  Bridge  over  the  Schuylkill 
River.  Re-revised  preliminary  design  ap- 
proved. 

Convent  Lane  Footbridge.  Revised  substi- 
tuted plan  approved,  as  temporary  struc- 
ture. 
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Submis- 
sion No. 

594  Two  Bridges  for  Cobb's  Creek  Parkway  over 
Cobb's  Creek.  Upper  Bridge  approved; 
Lower  Bridge  approved,  with  exceptions. 
Revised  plan  of  details  approved,  with 
minor  modification. 

598  Metal  Awnings  over  Pavements  of  Webb 
Terminal  Warehouse  Addition,  Delaware 
Avenue,  Water  Street  and  Walnut  Street. 
Location  and  revised  design  approved, 
with  condition. 

600  Painting  in  Oil  of  Dr.  Bodo  Otto,  Surgeon 
of  the  Revolutionary  War.  Disapproved 
in  default  of  satisfactory  evidence  of  its 
authenticity  as  a  historic  likeness.  Pend- 
ing. 

602  Alterations  of  Parkway  Front  of  Residence 
No.  1614  Appletree  Street.  Approved,  as 
a  temporary  structure. 

604  Standard  Size  and  Design  of  Signs  for  Tem- 
porary Platforms  over  Sidewalks.  Amend- 
ment to  resolution  in  regard  to  regulation 
of  size  of  signs  approved. 

608  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Superstructure  of 
Bridge  over  Graver's  Lane,  Chestnut  Hill. 
Approved,  as  a  temporary  structure. 

611  Alterations  to  Building  for  Fire  Station, 

Oak  Lane.   Revised  design  approved. 

612  Alterations  to  Fire  Station,  No.  3546  Ger- 

mantown  Avenue.  Substituted  plan  ap- 
proved. 

614  Henry  Avenue  Bridge  over  Wissahickon 

Creek.  Pending. 

615  Building  to  Contain  Repair-Shop,  Store- 

Rooms,  etc.,  for  Bureau  of  Water,  at 
Twenty-sixth,  Jeflferson  and  Master  Streets. 
Pending. 
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SUBMIB- 
BION  No. 

616  Buildings  for  Tubercular  Division,  Philadel- 

phia General  Hospital.  Designs  and  loca- 
tions approved: 

617  Buildings  for  Working  Classes,  Philadelphia 

Hospital  for  Insane.  Designs  and  locations 
approved. 

618  Pennsylvania   Railroad   Superstructure  of 

Bridge  over  Twenty-fifth  Street.  Revised 
design  approved. 

619  Pennsylvania   Railroad   Superstructure  of 

Bridge  over  Jeflferson  Street.  Design  ap- 
proved, with  proviso. 

620  Pennsylvania  Railroad   Superstructure  of 

Bridge  over  Dauphin  Street.  Re-revised 
design  approved. 

621  Footway  and  Footbridge  on  line  of  Harvey 

Street,  Manayunk.  Approved,  subject  to 
submission  of  simplified  design  for  lan- 
terns. Pending. 

622  Cornice  and  Balconies  for  Building,  Nos. 

661-669  North  Broad  Street.  Revised 
design  for  Cornice  approved.  Design  for 
Balconies  approved. 

623  Private  Footbridge  over  Montgomery  Street, 

between  Fourth  and  Fifth  Streets.  Re- 
vised design  approved. 

624  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  Disston 

Street,  Tacony.  Revised  design  approved. 

625  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  Comly 

Street,  Wissinoming.  Revised  design  ap- 
proved. 

626  Canopy  over  Door,  No.  35^  South  Eighth 

Street.  Disapproved. 

627  Marquise  for  Building  at  N.  E.  comer  Fif- 

teenth Street  and  Lehigh  Avenue.  Dis- 
approved. 

SO 
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SUBIOB- 
SION  No. 

628  Private  Footbridge,  American  Street  north 

of  Glenwood  Avenue.  Revised  design  re- 
quested. Pending. 

629  Fountain  and  Walks  for  Park  at  Front,  Allen 

and  Hope  Streets.  Design  approved,  with 
modifications.  Submission  withdrawn  tem- 
porarily. 

630  Wagon-Scale  for  Philadelphia  and  Reading 

Railway  Company,  north  side  of  Allegheny 
Avenue,  east  of  22d  Street.  Design  and 
location  disapproved. 

631  Commercial  Wharf  for  Penn  Treaty  Park. 

Design  approved,  with  statement  of  rea- 
sons for  regret. 

632  Canopies  over  Sidewalk  on  Building  at  N.  W. 

corner  Chestnut  Street  and  Delaware 
Avenue.  Design  and  location  for  one 
Marquise  over  door  on  Chestnut  Street 
approved. 

633  Administration  Building  and  Grit  Chamber  for 

Frankford  Intercepting  Sewer.  Approved. 

634  Re-Painting  of  Exterior  of  Old  Town  Hall, 

Germantown.    Colours  approved. 

635  Two  Canopies  for  Building  at  No.  34  North 

Fifth  Street.  Disapproved. 

636  Convenience  Station,  Wharton  Square.  De- 

sign and  location  approved. 

637  Convenience  Station,  Reyburn  Square.  De- 

sign approved,  if  satisfactory  location  is 
submitted.  Pending. 

638  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  S.  W. 

corner  Allegheny  and  Kensington  Avenues. 
Revised  design  approved,  with  condition. 

639  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  N.  E. 

corner  Allegheny  and  Kensington  Avenues. 
Design  approved,  with  condition. 
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640  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  N. 

W.  comer  K  and  Tioga  Streets.  Substi- 
tuted plans  approved. 

641  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  S.  E. 

corner  Kensington  Avenue  and  Tioga 
Street.   Substituted  plans  pending. 

642  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  N. 

W.  comer  Kensington  and  Torresdale 
Avenues.    Substituted  plans  approved. 

643  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  S.  E. 

corner  Kensington  and  Torresdale  x\ venues. 
Substituted  plans  approved. 

644  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  Nos. 

4270-72  Frankford  Avenue.  Revised  de- 
sign approved,  with  condition. 

645  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  Nos. 

4269-71  Frankford  Avenue.  Revised  de- 
sign approved,  with  condition. 

646  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  No. 

4604  Frankford  Avenue.  Design  approved, 
with  condition. 

647  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  S.  E. 

corner  Frankford  Avenue  and  Margaret 
Street.   Design  approved,  with  condition. 

638-647  Designs  of  Typical  Connecting  Passage, 
Platform  Enclosure  and  Railings  of  Frank- 
ford Elevated  Railway  Stations.  Ap- 
proved. 

648  Marquise  for  Nos.  329-335  South  Broad 

Street.  Disapproved. 

649  Band  Stand,  League  Island  Park.  Location 

and  revised  design  approved. 

650  Comfort  Station,  League  Island  Park.  Loca- 

tion and  revised  design  approved. 

651  Boat-House  and  Pavilion,  League  Island 
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Park.  Location  and  revised  design  ap- 
proved. 

652  Pavilion,  League  Island  Park.    Design  and 

location  approved  preliminarily.  Pending. 

653  Overlook,  League  Island  Park.  Location 

and  revised  design  approved. 

654  Temporary  Shelter  over  Sidewalk,  southwest 

comer  Tenth  and  Chestnut  Streets.  De- 
sign and  colouring  approved. 

655  Label  for  Frames  of  the  Sharpless  Collection, 

Independence  Hall.  Label  and  style  of 
lettering  approved,  with  suggestion. 

656  Gasoline  Service  Station,  S.  W.  corner  40th 

and  Walnut  Streets.    Design  approved. 

657  Gateway  to  Friends'  Burial  Ground,  N.  E. 

comer  17th  Street  and  The  Parkway.  De- 
sign approved. 

658  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Fixtures  for  Electri- 

fication of  Philadelphia  Terminal  Division. 
Designs  approved  for  wiring  at  following 
Bridges:  34th  Street,  33d  Street,  iOxford 
Street,  Columbia  Avenue,  Montgomery 
Avenue,  29th  Street,  Abbottsford  Avenue, 
Queen  Lane  and  Wissahickon  Avenue, 
Coulter  Street,  Morris  Street,  Schoolhouse 
Lane,  Walnut  Lane,  Wayne  Avenue,  Duval 
Street,  Johnson  Street,  Allen  Lane,  Gowen 
Avenue,  Willow  Grove  Avenue;  also,  de- 
sign approved  for  Signal  Mast  Brackets 
for  29th  Street  Bridge. 

659  Parkway  Front  for  Premises  No.  120  North 

17th  Street.  Approved,  as  a  temporary 
structure. 

660  Balcony  for  No.  2140  West  Indiana  Avenue. 

Design  approved. 
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661  Two  Highway  Bridges  on  line  of  Holme 

Avenue  over  the  Bustleton  Railroad  and 
Wooden  Bridge  Run.  Preliminary  plans 
of  Curbs,  Planting  and  general  arrange- 
ment of  the  two  bridges  approved,  with 
condition.  Pending. 

662  Forty-ninth  Street  Bridge  over  the  Phila- 

delphia, Baltimore  and  Washington  Rail- 
road. Approved. 

663  Engine  House  No.  4,  Lardner's  Point  Pump- 

ing Station.  Location  and  revised  design 
approved. 

664  Moyamensing  Piers,  Nos.  82  and  84,  South 

Delaware  Wharves.    Design  approved. 

665  Restoration  of  Five  Original  Portraits,  Inde- 

pendence Hall  Collection.  Certain  work 
approved.  Pending. 

666  Standard  Electric  Light  Post  for  Parks  and 

Squares.  Withdrawn. 

667  Alterations  to  Doorway  at  No.  5213  Chest- 

nut Street.  Design  approved  in  principle. 
Pending. 

668  Pedestal  and  Base-Exedra  for  Statue  of  Thor- 

finn  Karlsefni.  Pending. 

669  Fire  Escape  for  Store  Building  near  Ninth 

and  Market  Streets.  Design  and  location 
approved. 

670  Addition  to  Ryerss  Museum  Building,  Bur- 

holme  Park.  Revised  design  requested. 
Pending. 

671  Flag  Pole  for  Market  Square,  Germantown. 

Design  and  location  approved. 

672  Acquisition  by  City  of  Fountain  by  Zeitlin. 

Acquisition  not  recommended. 

673  Balcony  for  No.  905  Clinton  Street.  Ap- 

proved, as  a  temporary  structure. 
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674  Private  Bridge  to  Connect  Nos.  1218-1222 

Sansom  Street  with  Rear  of  Nos.  1218- 
1222  Chestnut  Street.  Disapproved. 

675  Marquise  for  Nos.  1233-39  Callowhill  Street. 

Disapproved. 

676  Signs  for  Temporary  Fence  surrounding  site 

of  Main  Building  for  the  Free  Library  of 
Philadelphia.  Design,  with  modification, 
approved;  change  in  locations  required. 

677  Vase  and  Fern-Box  for  Rittenhouse  Square, 

proposed  for  Top  of  Wall  of  Fountain. 
Disapproved. 

678  Recruiting  Posters  for  display  on  The  Park- 

way. One  design  approved;  location  dis- 
approved. 

679  Public  Comfort  Station,  Washington  Square. 

Design,  with  modification,  and  location 
approved,  conditionally. 

680  Poquessing  Avenue  Bridge  over  the  Penny- 

pack.   Revised  design  approved. 

681  Pipe  Support  over  Street  at  No.  844  Orianna 

Street.   Disapproved,  with  statement. 

682  Power  Plant  for  Philadelphia  General  Hos- 

pital.  Design  and  location  approved. 

683  Marquise  for  Building  Nos.  1528-32  Spruce 

Street.  Disapproved. 

684  Pent  Eaves  over  Bulk  Windows,  Building  at 

N.  E.  corner  52d  and  Harlan  Streets. 
Disapproved. 

685  Private  Footbridge  over  Florist  Street,  west 

of  Second  Street.  Approved. 

686  Pent  Eaves  over  Doorways  and  Bulk  Win- 

dows  of  Building  Nos.   314-18  South 
Fourth  Street.  Disapproved. 
^87    Alterations  to  Eight  Windows  of  City  Hall. 
Approved. 
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688  Temporary  Sign  for  No.  1602  Arch  Street. 

Approved. 

689  Electric  Light  Brackets  for  Building  at 

Seventh  and  Willow  Streets.  Approved. 

690  Logan  Branch  of  the  Free  Library  of  Phila- 

delphia. Design  approved,  with  recom- 
mendation. 

691  Pennsylvania   Railroad   Overhead  Freight 

Line  Electric  Power  Crossings  of  South, 
Walnut,  Chestnut,  Ludlow  and  Market 
Streets.  Approved. 

692  Awning  for  Nos.  22-24  North  Delaware 

Avenue.  Disapproved. 

693  Alterations  to  No.  1431  Arch  Street.  Ap- 

proved as  temporary''  structure. 

694  Roof  Sign  for  No.  2506  Fairmount  Avenue. 

Disapproved. 

695  Protective  Lamp-Posts  for  the  Northeast 

Boulevard.    Approved . 

696  University  Avenue  and  Thirty-fourth  Street 

Bridge  over  the  Schuylkill.  Revised  pre- 
liminary plan  approved;  details  to  be  sub- 
mitted. Pending. 

697  Mt.  Airy  x\ venue  Bridge  over  Sprague  Street 

and  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railway. 
General  plan  approved;  details  to  be  sub- 
mitted. Pending. 

698  Stable  for  north  side  of  Carleton  Street, 

west  of  24th  Street.  Approved,  as  tem- 
porary structure. 

699  Temporary  Structure  for  Red  Cross  Hospital 

No.  1,  The  Parkway,  west  of  17th  Street. 
Pending. 

700  Hood  (Smoke  Shield)  for  Building  at  N.  W. 

corner  Ninth  and  Poplar  Streets.  Ap- 
proved. 
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701  Street  Clock  for  No.  12  North  Sixtieth  Street. 

Disapproved. 

702  Viaduct,  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Delaware 

Extension.   Approved,  with  condition. 

703  Electric  Sign  for  Building  at  N.  E.  corner 

Broad  and  Wallace  Streets.  Disapproved. 

704  Six  Electric  Signs,  as  follow: 

S.  W.  comer  Broad  Street  and  Montgom- 
ery Avenue.  Approved. 

No.  1718  Ridge  Avenue.  Approved. 

N.  W.  corner  Fifth  and  Wingohocking  • 
Streets.  Approved. 

No.  3426  Market  Street.  Approved. 

No.  234  South  Sixtieth  Street.  Approved. 

No.  1228  South  Twelfth  Street.  Approved. 

705  Seven  Electric  Signs,  as  follow: 

No.  909  North  Seventh  Street.  Approved. 
No.  1533  Ridge  Avenue.  Approved. 
No.  1336  South  Penn  Square.  Approved. 
No.  2540  W.  Allegheny  Avenue.  Approved. 
Nos.  1334-36  W.  Allegheny  Avenue.  Ap- 
proved. 

S.  E.  corner  41st  Street  and  Girard  Avenue. 

Approved. 
No.  3713  Spruce  Street.  Disapproved. 

706  Electric  Sign  for  No.  221  South  Broad  Street. 

Approved  conditionally. 

707  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1025  Market  Street. 

Disapproved. 

708  OflSce  Building  for  S.  W.  corner  Sixteenth 

and  Arch  Streets.  Approved. 

709  Electric  Sign  for  No.  3141  Frankford  Avenue 

[Allegheny  Theatre].  Approved. 

710  Electric  Sign  for  north  comer  Kensington 

Avenue  and  H  Street.  Approved. 

711  Electric  Sign  for  S.  E.  corner  Blair  and 

Palmer  Streets.  Approved,  with  condition. 
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712 

713 
714 
715 
716 
717 
718 

719 
720 
721 

722 
723 
724 
725 
726 
727 


Electric  Sign  for  No.  3616  Germantown 
Avenue.  Disapproved;  revised  design  re- 
quested. Pending. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  308  North  Eighth 
Street.    Approved,  with  condition. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  103  North  Eleventh 
Street.  Disapproved. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  514  South  Broad  Street. 
Abandoned. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  1627  Sansom  Street. 
Approved. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  3030  Kensington 
Avenue.   Approved,  with  modification.. 

Electric  Sign  for  S.  W.  corner  Sixteenth  and 
Thompson  Streets.  Approved,  with  modi- 
fication. 

Two  Electric  Signs  for  S.  E.  corner  Ella  and 

Clearfield  Streets.  Disapproved. 
Sales  Building  at  Nos.  1627-29  Arch  Street, 

with  Parkway  Front.  Approved. 
Pennsylvania   Railroad   Superstructure  of 

Bridge  over  Twenty-second  Street,  on  line 

of  Connecting  Railway.   Design  approved 

for  one  span. 
Electric  Sign  for  No.  11  North  Sixtieth 

Street  (Replacement).  Disapproved. 
Electric  Sign  for  No.  3657  Woodland  Avenue. 

Approved,  with  modification. 
Electric  Sign  for  No.  100  South  Eleventh 

Street.   Approved  conditionally. 
Electric  Sign  for  No.  5526  Spruce  Street. 

Approved  conditionally. 
Electric  Sign  for  No.  2722  Girard  Avenue. 

Disapproved. 


Electric  Sign  for  No.  201)^  South  Tenth 
Street.  Disapproved. 
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728  Electric  Sign  for  No.  715  South  Fourth 

Street.  Disapproved. 

729  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1535  Ridge  Avenue. 

Disapproved. 

730  Electric  Sign  for  Building  at  N.  W.  corner 

Rising  Sun  Avenue  and  the  Northeast 
Boulevard.  Disapproved. 

731  Electric  Sign  for  St.  John's  Church,  Third 

and  Brown  Streets.  Disapproved. 

732  Electric  Sign  for  No.  33  South  Eleventh 

Street.    iVpproved  conditionally. 

733  Electric  Sign  for  No.  126  Arch  Street.  Ap- 

proved conditionally. 

734  Electric  Sign  for  S.  E.  corner  Broad  Street 

and  Columbia  Avenue.  Approved. 

735  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1317  North  Broad 

Street.  Revised  design  and  location  ap- 
proved. 

736  Electric  Sign  for  No.  4367  Cresson  Street. 

Approved  conditionally. 

737  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1204  Chestnut  Street. 

Disapproved. 

738  Electric  Sign  for  S.  W.  corner  Thirty-second 

and  Market  Streets.  Approved  condi- 
tionally. 

739  Electric  Sign  for  No.  144  North  Broad  Street. 

Approved. 

740  Electric  Sign  for  N.  W  corner  Broad  Street 

and  Columbia  Avenue.  Substituted  de- 
sign approved,  with  condition  as  to  loca- 
tion. 

741  Electric  Sign  for  No.  699  North  Broad  Street. 

Approved. 

742  East  Front  for  Building  at  Nos.  1619-23 

Arch  Street.  Disapproved. 
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743  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railway  Bridge 

over  Tulip  Street.  Revised  design  of  End 
Elevation  approved. 

744  Electric  Sign  for  No.  5024  Wayne  Avenue. 

Design  and  revised  location  approved. 

745  Electric  Sign  for  No.  812  North  Broad  Street. 

Disapproved. 

746  Acceptance  by  City  of  John  G.  Johnson  Be- 

quest. Approved. 

747  Electric  Sign  for  Building  at  N.  E.  comer 

58th  and  Arch  Streets.  Design  approved, 
with  condition  as  to  location. 

748  Projecting  Clock  for  Nos.  922-924  North 

Broad  Street.  Disapproved. 

749  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1138  North  Second 

Street.  Revised  design  and  revised  loca- 
tion approved. 

750  Abraham  H.  Fisher  Memorial  Fountain. 

Pending. 

751  Electric  Sign  for  No.  3141  Frankford  Avenue. 

Disapproved. 

752  Electric  Sign  for  First  Regiment  Armory. 

Approved,  as  a  temporary  sign. 

753  Electric  Sign  for  No.  754  South  Broad  Street. 

Disapproved. 

754  Two  Electric  Reflectors  for  N.  W.  corner  of 

Fifty-second  and  Walnut  Streets.  No 
objection. 

755  Electric  Sign  for  N.  W.  corner  of  Sixty- 

second  and  Pine  Streets.  Disapproved. 

756  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1443  South  Street. 

Approved  conditionally. 

757  Electric  Sign  for  S.  E.  corner  Percy  and 

Green  Streets.  Disapproved. 

758  Electric  Sign  for  No.  35  North  Seventeenth 

Street.  Disapproved. 
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759  Electric  Sign  for  No.  929  North  Broad  Street. 

Approved. 

760  Electric  Sign  for  S.  E.  corner  Broad  Street  and 

Girard  Avenue.  Approved  conditionally. 

761  Electric  Sign  for  No.  5607  Germantown 

Avenue.  Pending. 

762  Electric  Sign  for  No.  743  Spruce  Street.  Dis- 

approved. 

763  Electric  Sign  for  N.  W.  comer  Ninth  and 

Market  Streets.  Disapproved. 

764  Electric  Sign  for  No.  2032  North  Sixteenth 

Street.  Disapproved. 

765  Electric  Sign  for  N.  E.  corner  Fifty-seventh 

and  Catharine  Streets.  Approved. 

766  Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  1222-24  Filbert  Street. 

Disapproved;  revised  design  requested. 

767  Electric  Sign  for  No.  685  North  Broad  Street.  . 

Disapproved. 

768  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1401  Ridge  Avenue. 

Approved. 

769  Electric  Sign  for  No.  2102  North  Front 

Street.  Disapproved. 

770  Public  Convenience  Station,  William  Lanier 

Park.  Approved. 

771  Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  308^310  North  Third 

Street.    Approved  conditionally. 

772  Electric  Sign  for  No.  255  South  Sixtieth 

Street.    (See  Submission  No.  781.) 

773  Frame  Passage  for  Red  Cross  Hospital  No.  1. 

Approved. 

774  Mallery  Memorial  Fountain  (alternate  loca- 

tions submitted).   Design  approved,  with 
exception;  location  selected. 

775  Electric  Sign  for  No.  4910  North  Broad 

Street.  Disapproved. 
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776  Private  Bridge  over  Delaware  Avenue,  south 

of  Porter  Street.  Pending. 

777  Electric  Sign  for  N.  E.  corner  Eighth  and 

Porter  Streets.  Disapproved. 

778  Separation  of  "Objects  of  Personal  Use  and 

Ornament"  from  "Objects  of  Household 
Use  and  Adornment,"  bequeathed  by  the 
late  John  G.  Johnson.  Pending. 

779  Electric  Sign  for  No.  3132  Richmond  Street. 

Pending. 

780  Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  615-617  Fitzwater 

Street.  Pending. 

781  Electric  Sign  for  No.  255  South  Sixtieth 

Street.  Revised  design  and  location  ap- 
proved. 

782  U.  S.  Government  Sign  for  Small  Booth  on 

East  Plaza  of  City  Hall.  Design  approved, 
with  conditions. 

783  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1409  Columbia  Avenue. 

Disapproved. 

784  Electric  Sign  for  N.  W.  corner  Seventh  and 

Spring  Garden  Streets.  Disapproved. 

785  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1535  Ridge  Avenue. 

Pending. 

786  Electric  Sign  for  No.  201^  South  Tenth 

Street.  Disapproved. 

787  Electric  Sign  for  No.  103  North  Fifteenth 

Street.  Disapproved. 

788  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1938  Columbia  Avenue. 

Withdrawn. 

789  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1750  North  Broad 

Street.  Disapproved. 

790  Electric  Sign  for  No.  4261  Frankford  Avenue- 

Pending. 
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791  Temporary  Banner  over  Highway  for  charit- 

able purpose.  Approved. 

792  Doorway,  Steps  and  Columns  for  Olney  Bank 

Building.   Revised  plans  approved. 

793  Electric  Sign  for  N.  W.  corner  Sixth  Street 

and  Girard  Avenue.  Design  and  revised 
location  approved. 

794  Colour  for  Temporary  Platform  over  Pave- 

ment at  Nos.  1211-15  Chestnut  Street. 
Disapproved. 

795  Alterations  and  Additions  to  Building  of 

Chemical  Engine  Company  No.  6,  Bustle- 
ton.  Approved,  with  exception;  revised 
design  requested.  Pending. 

796  Awning  for  Building  at  S.  W.  corner  Sixth 

and  Ranstead  Streets.  Disapproved. 

797  Temporary  Canvas  Sign  to  Advertise  Exhi- 

bition of  Canadian  Official  War  Photo- 
graphs. Design  approved;  location  indi- 
cated. 

798  Electric  Sign  for  No.  6338  Woodland  Avenue. 

Design  approved;  location  disapproved. 

799  Electric  Sign  for  N.  E.  corner  Fifty-second 

and  Chestnut  Streets.  Approved. 

800  Temporary  Electric  Sign  for  First  Regiment 

Armory.  Approved. 

801  Electric  Sign  for  No.  7  South  Tenth  Street. 

Approved^ 

802  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1412  Girard  Avenue. 

Approved. 

803  Marquise  for  Building  at  the  N.  E.  corner 

of  Sixteenth  and  Spruce  Streets.  Disap- 
proved. 

804  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1905  Columbia  Avenue. 

Disapproved. 
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805  Electric  Sign  for  No.  46  South  Second  Street. 

Disapproved. 

806  Fire  Escape  for  Building  at  S.  W.  comer  of 

Sixth  and  Wilder  Streets.  Approved. 

807  Two  Lamp  Standards  for  Bell  Telephone 

Company's  Germantown  Central  OflSce 
Building.  Approved. 

808  Flagpole  for  Fortieth  Street  and  Lancaster 

Avenue.  Pending. 
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PROCEEDINGS 
OF  THE  SECOND  CONFERENCE  OF 
FEDERAL,  STATE  AND  MUNICIPAL 
DEPARTMENTS  OF  ART 


The  Second  Conference  of  Federal,  State  and 
Municipal  Art  Commissions  of  the  United  States 
was  held  in  Philadelphia  on  May  15,  1917,  at  the 
invitation  of  the  Philadelphia  Art  Jury.  The 
opening  session  was  in  the  Mayor's  Reception 
Room,  City  Hall.  The  proceedings  were  as  follows : 

The  Conference  was  called  to  order  by  Mr. 
Joseph  E.  Widener,  President  of  the  Philadelphia 
Art  Jury. 

Mr.  Widener:  In  calling  the  meeting  to  order, 
I  take  pleasure  in  introducing  Mayor  Smith,  of 
Philadelphia.  We  are  all  greatly  indebted  to  him 
for  his  encouragement  of  our  efforts  to  improve 
the  city  generally.  We  have  very  important  plans 
in  the  course  of  execution  now,  which  I  am  sure 
will  be  completed  in  the  course  of  the  next  few 
years  and  which  will  remain  a  great  monument  to 
this  administration. 

Mayor  Smith:  Gentlemen  and  members  of  the 
National,  State  and  Municipal  Art  Departments 


of  the  United  States:  It  is  with  great  pleasure 
and  peculiar  satisfaction  that  I  extend  to  you  a 
most  cordial  welcome  to  Philadelphia  on  this 
beautiful  May  morning.  When  I  became  Mayor 
of  the  city,  or  shortly  after  I  had  assumed  the 
duties  of  the  position,  I  was  confidentially  informed 
that  the  Art  Jury  of  Philadelphia  was  a  useless 
tail  to  the  administration  kite  and  that  I  would  do 
well  to  discourage  the  members  and  eventually 
have  them  disband  as  an  Art  Jury.  Being  a  little 
superstitious,  I  did  not  like  the  reference  to  the 
kite  business  in  connection  with  the  administra- 
tion, for  a  kite  is  something  that  goes  up  in  the 
air  and  that  was  the  one  thing  that  I  did  not  want 
my  administration  to  do.  Nevertheless,  it  was 
with  a  little  suspicion  that  I  looked  the  members 
over  upon  the  occasion  of  the  first  meeting  in  my 
office;  but  I  found  that  the  Art  Jury  was  com- 
posed of  men  of  standing  and  ability  in  our  com- 
munity, men  who,  I  very  shortly  learned,  were 
peculiarly  qualified  to  act  in  the  capacity  in  which 
they  were  acting.  Shortly  after  our  first  meeting, 
I  made  a  tour  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  with  one 
of  my  directors  to  inspect  such  improvements  as 
had  been  brought  about  during  my  predecessor's 
term. 

When  I  went  down  Spring  Garden  Street,  I  saw 
that  a  beautiful  artistic  concrete  bridge  had  been 
erected  there  in  place  of  an  old  iron  bridge,  that 
I  recalled.   Up  on  North  Broad  Street  is  another 
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one  of  the  same  character.  I  presume  you  will 
pass  under  it  and  have  an  opportunity  to  view  it 
on  your  way  to  Mr.  Widener's  place  for  lunch. 
All  over  the  city  I  was  confronted  with  improve- 
ments of  that  character,  all  of  which  can  be  attrib- 
uted to  the  Art  Jurj\  Under  the  circumstances 
I  became  very  greatly  interested  in  the  meetings 
of  the  Art  Jury  and  I  have  endeavored  to  be  pres- 
ent on  each  occasion,  when  they  assembled  to  go 
over  plans. 

The  Art  Jury  of  Philadelphia  passes  on  every 
public  improvement.  I  have  not  agreed  with 
them  always,  but,  where  I  have  not  agreed  with 
them,  it  has  been  on  trifles  and  on  matters  that 
do  not  affect  the  city's  appearance  greatly;  and  in 
one  or  two  instances  little  matters  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  city  have  been  insisted  upon  by  the  Art 
Jury,  where  I  felt  it  unnecessarj'^;  but,  neverthe- 
less, it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  say  to  you  men, 
gathered  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  en- 
gaged in  similar  wonderful  work,  that  I  believe 
to-day  there  is  not  an  organization  of  any  char- 
acter, having  for  its  object  assistance  in  building 
municipalities  along  right  lines,  that  does  more 
capable  or  efficient  work  than  the  Philadelphia 
Art  Jury.  (Applause.) 

Without  a  doubt — and  having  in  mind  respect 
for  all  organizations  with  which  I  come  in  con- 
tact as  Mayor  of  the  city,  and  which  organizations 
are  engaged  in  the  laudable  work  of  assisting  the 
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administration  to  do  the  right  thing — ^there  is 
none  as  beneficial  to  the  city  and  to  its  people 
as  the  Art  Jury;  and  that  is  why  I  bid  you  a 
cordial  welcome  to  Philadelphia  on  this  beautiful 
May  morning  and  that  is  why  I  do  it  with  a 
peculiar  satisfaction.  (Applause). 

Mr.  Widener:  Gentlemen,  I  have  invited  Mr. 
Brunner  to  take  the  chair  and  he  has  kindly  con- 
sented to  do  so. 

Mr.  Arnold  W.  Brunner,  of  New  York:  Mr. 
Widener  and  Gentlemen:  I  suppose  I  should  be- 
gin by  calling  the  meeting  to  order,  and  by  stat- 
ing that  as  there  is  no  special  order  of  business,  or 
roll  to  be  called,  or  minutes  to  be  read,  the  dis- 
cussion is  open. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  of  New  York:  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  certainly  cannot  tell  you  anything 
that  you  don't  already  know  about  our  Art  Com- 
mission of  New  York.  We  are  interested  in  what 
directions  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Commission 
should  be  extended.  I  have  noticed,  within  the 
last  year  or  two,  that  a  great  many  organizations 
have  taken  much  more  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  Art  Commission  than  ever  before.  When 
models  of  monuments  have  been  submitted,  for 
example,  they  have  sent  in  letters,  often  in  pro- 
test— I  may  say  rarely  in  commendation  of  these 
models, — and  I  have  wondered  if  perhaps  our  Art 
Commission,  and  the  Art  Jury  here — I  don't  know 
if  you  are  modest,  but  I  think  you  are — ^should 
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not  try  to  give  more  publicity  to  their  work. 
I  don't  mean  that  we  should  have  a  Publicity 
Committee,  but  I  do  feel  that  it  might  help  us, 
if  we  would  issue  statements  more  frequently 
than  we  do  in  New  York.  We  rather  withdraw 
from  public  notice.  We  do  not  fill  up  the  report- 
ers with  information.  If  they  want  the  facts,  of 
course  we  give  them  the  facts;  but  we  do  not 
take  the  reporters  into  our  confidence,  and  I  am 
not  sure  but  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  we 
did.  In  Philadelphia,  as  in  other  large  cities, 
there  is  a  large  body  of  highly  intelligent  people 
who  are  vitally  interested  in  our  work,  and  who 
are  vitally  interested  in  having  us  accept  only  first- 
class  designs.  I  am  not  sure  that  it  would  not  be 
a  good  thing  to  make  our  work  better  known. 
I  do  not  mean  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Public 
Service  Commission  of  New  York,  and  publish  a 
journal;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  we  might,  in 
some  way,  combine,  to  show  your  work  and  our 
work  and  different  commissions'  work  in  different 
cities,  and  perhaps  issue  a  publication  once  a 
quarter.  We  might  all  the  time,  each  jury  in  its 
own  city,  take  the  public  into  its  confidence  and 
show  what  it  is  doing  and  what  the  problems  are. 

It  is  easy  enough  to  say  a  Commission  should 
not  approve  a  particular  monument,  but  we  know 
that  it  is  very  difficult  not  to  approve  it.  We  know 
what  is  back  of  it.  We  know  the  influences.  We 
know  all  the  trouble  we  have  been  through  in 
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order  to  get  the  monument  as  good  as  it  is,  and 
we  know  very  well  how  diflficult  it  is,  sometimes, 
to  turn  down  a  monument  that  is  fairly  good, 
and  ask  for  a  masterpiece. 

There  is  another  matter  that  I  want  to  speak 
of  here,  which  has  been  agitated  very  much.  I 
believe  our  Art  Commission  has  authority  over 
all  street  signs  projecting  over  the  sidewalk,  that 
is,  those  standing  out  horizontally  or  set  at  an 
angle;  but  we  have  never  assumed  that  authority, 
though  the  charter  says  distinctly  that  the  design 
of  anything  that  extends  over  or  upon  land  be- 
longing to  the  city  must  be  approved  by  the  Art 
Commission.  I  think  you  took  that  matter  up 
here,  didn't  you,  Mr.  Crawford.'^ 

Mr.  Andrew  Wright  Crawford,  of  Phila- 
delphia: It  is  one  of  the  powers  of  the  Art  Jury. 

Mr.  Adams:  A  look  down  along  any  of  the  best 
streets  in  New  York,  shows  that  one  of  the  things 
that  makes  for  the  greatest  hideousness  is  the 
street  signs.  Not  only  the  different  sizes  and  the 
way  they  stick  out  and  extend  over  the  strfeet, 
but  the  ugly  lettering, — ^and  I  believe  the  time  is 
coming  when  the  Art  Commission  of  New  York 
will  take  hold  of  that  problem  and  see  that  the 
street  signs  are  improved. 

By  the  improvement  of  the  business  signs  I 
think  we  could  improve  our  city  very  much. 
(Applause.) 
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Chairman  Brtjnner:  This  problem  of  street 
signs,  which  Philadelphia  has  tackled  and  which 
New  York  is  a  little  bit  shy  of,  is,  to  my  mind, 
a  little  dependent  on  the  appeal  that  the  Art 
Commission  makes  and  the  stage  that  the  Art 
Commission  has  reached  in  the  city's  confidence. 
If  the  city  believes  in  the  Art  Commission,  it  will 
follow  where  the  Art  Commission  leads.  Then 
the  Commis^on  can  go  ahead  and  regulate  signs 
and  do  a  great  deal;  but  in  many  communities  the 
Art  Commission  has  been  obliged  to  be  a  little  bit 
timid  and  has  had  to  feel  its  way  a  little  bit  slowly 
and  get  the  confidence  of  the  public  a  little  bit 
slowly;  and,  until  it  has  the  public's  confidence, 
we  shall  have  to  go  slowly  on  this  problem  of  the 
disfigurement  of  the  city  by  ugly  signs. 

I  am  not  speaking  of  bill-boards,  but  just  busi- 
ness signs,  and  I  believe  that  our  civic  friends  in 
New  York  will  be  quite  willing,  if  properly  ap- 
proached, to  help. 

We  have  been,  for  several  years,  passing  upon 
designs,  on  which  we  have  no  right  to  pass,  legally, 
but  Mr.  Bell  and  I  arranged  with  the  men  of  the 
License  Bureau — he  was  very  much  disgusted 
V  with  moving  picture  buildings,  especially  the  side 

walls — so  Mr.  Bell  said,  "Will  you  pass  upon 
those  informally?  They  do  not  come  under  your 
authority."  I  took  the  matter  up  with  Mr. 
.  deForest,  our  President,  and  he  said,  "Yes,  there 
is  no  reason  why  we  should  not."    And  I  found 
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our  city  oflBcers  quite  sympathetic  on  anything 
of  that  sort,  and  I  believe  they  are  quite  willmg 
to  give  their  aid. 

Mr.  Cutler,  have  you  been  able  to  stop  these 
aiwful  embellishments  in  Rochester? 

Mr.  James  G.  Cutler,  of  Rochester:  Rochester 
is  a  small  city,  only  250,000  people,  but  its  Art 
Commission  has  made  considerable  progress,  and 
I  am  glad  to  express  here  our  appreciation  of  the 
fact  that  this  progress  is  largely  due  to  having  our 
Commission  represented  at  the  last  Conference, 
which  took  place  in  New  York  City. 

Street  signs,  particularly  electric  signs,  are  a 
very  serious  trouble  to  us.  Under  the  terms  of 
the  charter  amendment,  which  provides  for  the 
Art  Commission  of  Rochester,  the  Commission 
has  jurisdiction  absolutely  over  any  structure,  in- 
cluding, of  course,  signs,  which  projects  over  any 
street,  and  consequently  we  have  to  pass  on  elec- 
tric signs  and  have  had  to  accept  certain  signs 
that  we  would  much  rather  have  disapproved; 
but  we  feel  we  have  to  go  slowly,  and  to  lead  pub- 
lic opinion  rather  than  attempt  to  force  it. 

As  I  have  said  before,  we  are  troubled  with 
electric  signs,  which  we  would  be  very  glad  to 
get  rid  of.  Now  that  I  am  on  my  feet,  gentle- 
men, I  would  like  to  make  this  suggestion: — 
signs  which  do  not  project,  that  is,  which  are 
attached  to  the  side  of  the  building,  are  not, 
strictly  speaking,  under  the  control  of  the  Art 


Commission,  and,  I  suppose,  are  not  generally  so 
controlled  in  other  cities.  I  have  had  the  feeling 
for  some  time  that  the  use  of  the  sides  of  buildings 
for  advertising  purposes,  that  is,  for  advertising  a 
business  that  is  not  done  in  the  building  itself, 
ought  to  be  prevented.  And  it  appears  to  me  it 
might  be  prevented  by  taxing  the  use  of  the  build- 
ing for  that  purpose,  that  is,  taxing  any  sign  placed 
or  painted  on  the  building  simply  as  a  speculation 
on  the  part  of  the  owner  or  tenant,  which  has  no 
reference  to  the  business  done  in  that  building. 
Such  a  tax,  if  made  progressive,  would  wipe  out 
the  greatest  nuisances.  For  instance,  we  have  a 
sign  on  one  building  in  Rochester  forty  feet  square, 
advertising  some  kind  of  a  cigarette — which  dis- 
figures the  whole  street,  of  course.  I  think  that 
might  be  prevented.  I  think  that  signs  on  vacant 
buildings,  offering  the  property  for  sale,  might  be, 
with  great  propriety,  limited  in  size.  Where  a 
man  puts  a  sign  16  feet  long  and  10  feet  wide  to 
advertise  that  his  property  is  for  sale,  the  chances 
are  it  is  disfiguring;  a  sign  2  feet  long  and  2  feet 
high  would  answer  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Charles  D.  Maginnis,  of  Boston:  I  have 
always  thought  that  the  road  from  Philadelphia 
to  Boston  is  a  perfect  scandal,  and  on  this  trip 
I  noticed  that  the  business  of  advertising  has  been 
carried  to  the  point,  where  a  billboard  has  been 
put  so  as  to  straddle  a  beautiful  little  stream,  with 
the  diabolical  intent  of  making  an  asset  out  of 
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the  reflection.  I  say  nothing  of  the  course  of  tin 
cans  on  the  way  and  the  infinite  number  of  back 
yards,  which  are  within  view  from  the  windows 
and  which  are  a  dreadful  hardship  to  the  traveler. 

I  was  very  much  interested  in  what  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  New  York  Commission  had  to  say 
about  gaining  the  public's  attention  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  Art  Commission.  Unfortunately,  the 
thoughts  of  the  public  are  getting  harder  and 
harder  to  grasp.  The  public  seem  to  be  satisfied, 
if  the  Art  Commission  gains  the  public  eye.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  gain  the  public  ear;  and  yet, 
to  gain  the  public  eye  has  become  one  of  the  mod- 
ern sciences.  I  remember  a  clever  bit,  given  by 
Mr.  Dooley.  He  said,  "I  never  read  anything 
but  the  Bible  and  Shakespeare."  When  asked  if 
he  constantly  read  them,  he  said,  "No,  but  I 
make  a  breakwater  out  of  them.  They  stand 
between  me  and  all  modern  literature  and  I  sit 
behind  them  calm  and  content,  leaving  Hall  Caine 
to  rage  without."  (Laughter.) 

My  own  early  impressions  of  Philadelphia  were 
very  definitely  colored  by  its  official  architecture. 
I  knew  Philadelphia  possessed  very  admirable 
suburban  architecture  and  that  the  official  archi- 
tecture was  of  a  standard  calculated  to  belie  it 
painfully.  Many  things  have  happened  since 
then  and  it  is  very  good  for  me  to  come  now  and 
see  the  prevalence  of  the  idea.  Those  little 
brochures,  the  reports  of  yoiu-  Art  Jury,  are  very 
enlightening. 
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Our  Commission's  function  is  purely  advisory. 
We  are  working  very  prudently,  so  as  to  gain  as 
much  as  possible  public  as  well  as  official  sanction 
and  approval.  The  Boston  City  Commission  has 
very  much  larger  authority,  with  veto  power. 
I  don't  know  whether  it  is  true  that  the  measure 
of  the  culture  of  a  city  is  the  degree  of  liberty  and 
authority  that  is  given  to  its  Art  Commission,  but 
it  seems  to  me  that  that  would  be  a  fair  gauge. 

I  was  very  much  surprised,  as  I  entered  North 
Philadelphia  Station,  to  notice  that,  what  was 
formerly  a  very  offensive  railway  bridge  had  been 
given  quite  a  presentable  appearance.  It  was 
very  individual  and  seemed  to  be  the  result  of  a 
conscious  effort  to  qualify  a  most  objectionable 
type  of  structure;  and  I  was  not  surprised,  there- 
fore, when  the  last  publication  of  the  Art  Jury 
disclosed  the  fact  that  that  was  one  of  the  things 
the  Art  Jury  had  been  concerned  with.  To  me, 
that  was  very  interesting,  because  in  Boston  we 
have  absolutely  no  control  over  projects  of  that 
nature.  We  are  concerned  with  the  carving  of 
cherry  stones,  and  look  on  at  the  big  things,  the 
big  bridges  being  built,  with  an  absolutely  helpless 
gaze,  and  so  it  goes.  We  have  always  felt  that 
our  function  ought  to  extend  to  works  of  architec- 
ture. We  have  discussed  that  frequently  and  have 
wondered  how  it  was  that  in  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia men  of  such  manifest  importance  and  in- 
fluence, men  of  such  engrossing  business  interests, 
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should  take  account  deliberately  of  the  artistic 
aspect  of  projects,  which  must  have  involved  a 
great  deal  of  time  on  their  part. 

Mr.  Rudolf  Eickemeyer,  of  Yonkers:  As  a 
member  of  the  Art  Commission  of  the  beautiful 
city  on  the  Hudson,  Yonkers,  I  would  say  that  our 
powers  are  very  limited.  A  few  years  ago  we  had 
occasion  to  spend  $10,000  for  the  City  Hall,  for 
mural  decorations,  and,  according  to  an  Act  of  the 
Legislature,  when  a  city  is  to  spend  that  sum  of 
money,  it  must  have  an  Art  Commission;  so 
Mayor  Bromley  appointed  three  members,  two 
of  whom  survive.  In  the  first  place,  the  Com- 
mission stopped  a  bill  from  going  through  which 
would  have  given  the  City  Hall  a  very  poor  set  of 
pictures.  Our  Commmission  then  secured  a  com- 
petition that  brought  in  two  members  of  the  Mural 
Painters'  Society  of  New  York,  and  we  had  a 
really  magnificent  competition.  Now  the  pictures 
are  installed,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  no  City 
Hall  has  $10,000  better  invested  in  mural  work 
than  the  City  of  Yonkers. 

But  our  powers  are  very  limited,  I  am  sorry 
to  say.  A  short  time  ago  the  city  had  occasion 
to  erect  lighting  fixtures  along  the  main  highways, 
and  my  co-laborer  on  the  Board,  Mr.  ChamberUn, 
and  I  stood  absolutely  helpless.  We  wished  the 
city  to  have  a  competition  for  designs.  Then  we 
would  have  had  something  that  wouJd  have  had  a 
personality,  some  finish  to  it;  instead  of  that,  the 
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aldermen  purchased  a  stock  design  and  spent 
thousands  of  dollars  to  put  these  fixtures  up — ^and 
on  the  base  is  the  advertisement  of  the  man  who 
cast  the  fixtures.  (Laughter.) 

I  hope,  before  Mr.  Chamberlin  and  I  have  left 
the  Commission,  that  we  shall  have  done  some- 
thing in  our  city  towards  the  abolition  or  limita- 
tion of  advertising  signs.  The  southern  part  of 
our  city  is  a  really  beautiful  section;  when  I  was 
a  boy,  it  was  pasture  land;  then  the  city  con- 
tained 10,000  people;  now  there  are  100,000. 
The  southern  end  of  our  city  houses  a  total  of 
nearly  30,000  people;  and  yet  the  advertising  men 
have  made  inroads  into  that  section.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  traffic  from  our  southern  end  to  New 
York,  and  the  advertising  concerns  have  taken 
possession  of  every  possible  piece  of  land.  But 
they  have  seen  the  "handwriting  on  the  wall" 
and  they  no  longer  have  rough  posts;  now  they 
have  signs  that  are  really  splendidly  arranged  and 
the  matter  placed  on  those  boards  is  not  so  bad 
after  all;  as  a  sop  to  the  people,  feeling  that  if 
they  do  not  do  something  along  pictorial  lines  we 
would  get  after  them,  they  once  in  a  while  dis- 
play a  really  beautiful  cartoon — one,  I  recall  a  few 
years  ago,  of  "The  Nativity,"  and  many  people 
stopped  to  enjoy  it. 

The  inroad  of  these  billboards  is  damaging  this 
section.  How  can  you  stop  these  people  .^^  Only 
by  restrictive  enactment  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
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men.  And  I  hope,  before  we  get  through,  there 
will  be  made  some  suggestion  that  will  enable  us 
to  get  after  the  legislature,  and  see  if  we  cannot 
do  something  to  stop  these  people  from  really 
spoiling  our  city;  instead  of  making  things  better 
for  the  city,  they  make  them  worse. 

Mr.  Widener:  Mr.  Brunner  has  requested  me 
to  express  my  views  on  the  subject.  In  view  of 
the  powers  of  Art  Juries  in  cities  of  the  first  class 
in  Pennsylvania,  I  think  a  great  deal  depends  upon 
their  action;  I  think  we  must  consider  the  Art 
Jury  as  of  an  educational  nature;  and,  when  we 
have  the  opportunity  to  do  important  work  and 
the  peopJe  see  the  work  accomplished  by  Art 
Juries  and  Art  Commissions,  I  think  we  will  be 
able  to  ask  greater  privileges  and  powers  at  their 
hands.  I  know  that  in  the  past  there  have  been 
probably  as  many  mistakes  made  in  Philadelphia 
as  in  any  city  in  this  country.  Yet  I  don't  believe 
there  is  any  city  in  the  world  that  has  had  greater 
opportunities  to  be  made  beautiful.  The  first 
error,  made  many  years  ago,  was  the  erection  of 
the  building  in  which  we  are  now,  which  divided 
one  of  the  greatest  thoroughfares  this  country  has 
produced.  It  has,  in  a  way,  divided  the  town,  in 
a  manner  that  is  more  or  less  unreasonable.  If 
you  take  the  two  blocks  south  of  this  building, 
you  will  find  property  as  highly  valued  as  almost 
any  in  this  country.  Two  blocks  north  you  will 
find  a  lumber  yard.    I  cannot  but  feel  that  this 
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building  is  partially  responsible  for  that,  because 
it  has  prevented  Broad  Street  from  being  a  great 
boulevard.  I  think  you  will  all  agree  that  a  park- 
way or  boulevard  is  a  very  necessary  thing  for 
any  great  city;  and,  as  long  as  we  have  lost  the 
opportunity  to  have  Broad  Street  become  such  a 
great  avenue,  we  are  now  working  very  hard  to 
try  to  accomplish  soipething  that  will  be  a  credit 
to  this  City  in  the  way  of  a  parkway  which  will 
go  from  the  City  Hall  direct  to  the  entrance  to 
Fairmount  Park.  We  are  now  completing  a  plan 
for  this  parkway,  which  I  think  we  all  feel  will  be 
a  greater  advance  than  any  that  has  ever  been 
made  in  this  country.  The  conditions  have  per- 
mitted the  Parkway  being  planned  as  practically 
a  reproduction  of  the  Champs  Elysees,  in  Paris, 
which  I  think  is  admitted  to  be  the  greatest  avenue 
in  existence.  It  is  proposed,  at  the  end  of  the 
Parkway,  at  the  entrance  to  the  Park,  to  erect  our 
Museimi  of  Art;  and  along  the  Parkway  various 
municipal  buildings  and  buildings  of  an  important 
character  will  be  located.  When  that  has  been 
accomplished,  the  City  of  Philadelphia  will  thank 
the  Art  Jury  for  any  advice  or  service  we  may 
have  been  able  to  render  in  accomplishing  this 
great  work;  and  I  think  that,  when  the  people 
have  seen  something  done,  they  will  be  willing  to 
give  greater  recognition  and  greater  authority  to 
those  who  are  responsible  for  it.  (Applause.) 


Mr.  Frederick  Bigger,  of  Pittsburgh:  I  have 
been  especially  interested  in  this  discussion  of  the 
different  jurisdictions  of  Art  Commissions.  In 
regard  to  signs  you  must  have  the  business  men 
believe  in  you;  you  must  meet  them  on  their  own 
ground. 

When  you  get  the  architect  to  consult  you  at 
the  inception  of  work,  you  will  be  taking  a  step 
toward  later  on  extending  your  jurisdiction.  In 
Pittsburgh  we  are  giving  illustrated  talks  in  the 
public  schools;  we  do  not  confine  ourselves  to 
discussing  art  topics  alone,  but  all  the  points  that 
an  Art  Jury  is  supposed  to  cover;  so  that  at  least 
the  coming  generation  will  have  some  understand- 
ing of  the  way  in  which  we  bring  order  out  of 
chaos,  and  they  will  conquer  later  on  the  objec- 
tions that  the  Art  Jury  itself  cannot  overcome. 

Mr.  Eli  Kirk  Price,  of  Philadelphia:  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  had  counted  upon  the  pleasure  of 
coming  here  as  a  student  rather  than  as  an  in- 
structor of  this  Conference,  in  view  of  the  large 
number  of  our  friends  from  other  Cities  and  States, 
who  are  here  to  represent  their  respective  Art 
Departments;  but  it  gives  me  great  pleasure,  in 
following  up  what  the  gentleman  from  Pittsburgh 
has  just  said,  to  point  out  the  advantage,  which 
the  Philadelphia  Art  Jury  has  had  in  the  sym- 
pathetic co-operation  of  the  heads  of  other  De- 
partments of  the  City  Administration.  A  new 
Department — especially  a  Department  whose  f  unc- 
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tion  is  necessarily  critical,  which  is  clothed  with 
authority  to  express  its  opinion,  and  in  a  very 
definite  way,  about  the  work  of  the  other  De- 
partments of  the  City  Government — ^might  nat- 
urally expect  to  be  received  with  anything  but 
cordial  sympathy.  But  the  Philadelphia  Art  Jury 
has  been  very  fortunate  in  enlisting  the  active 
support  of  the  other  city  Departments,  that  do 
constructive  work.  They  are  taking  more  and 
more  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Jury.  Bridge 
building  is  a  very  important  part  of  city  adminis- 
tration in  Philadelphia  on  account  of  the  widely 
spread  railway  system  and  the  great  number  of 
streets  and  railroads  to  be  crossed — ^usually  not  at 
grade — and  there  are  a  great  number  of  bridges  to 
be  built  all  the  time;  instead  of  waiting  for  the 
plans  for  such  bridges  to  be  completed  at  large 
expense  and  with  great  detail  for  contract  drawings, 
before  submitting  them  to  the  Art  Jury,  the  engi- 
neers in  charge  of  bridge  building  for  the  City 
have  now  quite  constantly  submitted  preliminary 
sketches  in  pencil  before^  developing  their  plans 
in  detail.  That  has  resulted  in  enormous  sav- 
ing in  time  and  in  getting  valuable  suggestions 
from  the  architectural  members  of  the  Jury,  so 
that  bridges  are  now  being  designed  in  the  very 
best  way  from  the  start,  instead  of  being  subjected 
to  criticism  after  the  work  has  been  completed, 
which  used  to  be  the  ordinary  way  in  such  matters. 
I  know  the  Philadelphia  Jury  is  a  very  young 


61 


body  compared  with  the  New  York  Commission 
and  the  Boston  Commission,  but  it  has  been  for- 
tunate in  getting  the  confidence  of  the  city  ad- 
ministration. 

It  might  be  very  advantageous,  if  it  were  pos- 
sible to  present  to  the  public  the  work  that  is 
being  done  by  the  Jury;  and  I  hope,  before  long, 
it  will  be  possible  to  publish  a  bulletin — of  an 
entirely  unpretentious  kind — ^from  time  to  time, 
say  every  two  or  three  months,  giving  a  summary 
of  the  work  of  the  Jury  and  the  character  of  the 
matters  it  has  passed  upon.  I  think  that  would  be 
distinctly  beneficial.  The  yearly  report  is  a  more 
formal  publication,  intended  for  the  archives  of 
the  city;  a  less  formal  bulletin  would  be  of  great 
benefit  in  getting  the  public  to  understand  our 
work.  (Applause.) 

Chairman  Brunner:  The  fine  work  of  the 
Philadelphia  Art  Jury  is  not  a  matter  of  chance, 
but  of  wise  administration,  just  as  in  New  York, 
where  we  have  worked  very  hard  for  a  definite 
principle.  It  is  hard  to  find  men  who  have  the 
time  to  give  to  it — with  sixty  or  seventy  millions 
of  dollars  worth  of  work  to  pass  on.  But  the 
Philadelphia  Art  Jurj^  is  working  for  a  principle, 
the  principle  being,  first,  not  to  antagonize  other 
Departments  but  to  make  friends  of  them,  so  that 
they  will  feel  we  are  helping  them  and  not  acting 
as  a  clog;  and,  if  we  can  prove  that  we  can  piass 
intelligently  on  sixty  or  seventy  million  dollars 


worth  of  work  a  year — ^whether  purchases  of  mural 
paintings  or  lamp  posts  or  sculpture  or  what  not, 
if  that  can  be  done  without  irritation,  so  that  the 
heads  of  other  Departments  will  not  feel  they  are 
annoyed,  but  assisted,  the  next  step  will  be  to 
give  authority  to  control  greater  works,  paving, 
parks,  bridges,  and  then,  by  degrees,  the  greater 
thoroughfares. 

Mr.  Frederick  H.  Denman,  of  Mt.  Vernon, 
N.  Y.:  I  have  been  particularly  impressed  with 
this  matter  of  signs  and  I  think  I  see  one  of  the 
great  diflSculties  that  Art  Commissions  have  in 
handling  that  particular  matter.  One  of  the  rail- 
road cuts  near  Mt.  Vernon  has  been  planted  with 
vines  and  ramblers,  so  that  in  June  and  July  that 
cut  is  a  thing  of  beauty;  and  yet  that  same  rail- 
road disfigures  its  cars,  both  inside  atid  outside, 
with  all  kinds  of  yellow  advertising — ^yellow  in 
color  and  in  substance. 

This  matter  of  signs  is  one  that  must  depend 
very  largely  on  suggestion.  We  might  undertake 
legislative  work  with  some  degree  of  success,  but 
what  we  have  to  do  in  our  community  is  to  appeal 
rather  than  to  enforce.  There  are  times  when  we 
are  helpless.  There  are  times  when  we  are  not 
permitted  to  look  in  and  when  our  offered  advice 
is  not  acceptable.  We  are  limited  to  a  certain 
number  of  things  we  can  advise  upon;  but  we 
cannot  allow  the  community,  in  which  we  hold  this 
ofBce,  to  go  on  with  sign  planting,  to  the  detriment 
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of  our  entire  town,  without  protest.  One  of  the 
things  we  seem  to  be  unable  to  do  in  this  country, 
in  every  part  of  the  country,  is  to  subdue  that 
lust  for  $30  a  month,  or  $300  a  year,  or  whatever 
it  may  be,  that  a  man  offers  us  for  the  right  to 
put  signs  along  our  property, — ^along  the  Boston 
Road  or  the  White  Plains  Road,  New  York, — 
and  we  fall  for  it,  because  it  reduces  our  taxes 
that  much;  and  the  same  is  true  about  the  City 
of  Philadelphia;  and  I  think  of  nothing  better 
than  to  tax  the  owner,  so  that  he  cannot  afford  to 
yield  to  the  money  demand. 

That  is  the  position  that  the  railroads  seem  to 
be  in  at  the  present  time.  They  cannot  afford  to 
receive  a  15%  freight  increase,  if  they  are  going 
to  be  assessed  20%  for  it;  and  by  charging  a 
person  pretty  heavily  for  using  his  land  for  im- 
necessarily  large  signs  or  ugly  signs,  we  have  an 
equally  good  means  of  checking  them.  (Applause.) 

Chairman  Brunner:  This  is  a  question  of  our 
standards,  mental  standards,  educational  stand- 
ards, artistic  standards.  What  ought  our  stand- 
ards to  be?  Should  we  say  "This  is  about  the 
best  we  can  get  in  this  city.^"  Or  shall  we  wait 
for  a  Michael  Angelo.'^ 

A  number  of  artists  and  sculptors  compete; 
there  is  a  good  jury;  and  a  fountain,  for  instance, 
is  produced,  that  a  certain  number  of  people  do 
not  like,  and  they  stop  you  on  the  corner  and  say, 
"How  did  you  let  such  a  terrible  thing  go  up?" 
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and  the  newspapers  make  fun  of  it;  and  then  you 
explain,  "That  is  the  best  product  of  the  art  of 
sculpture  of  to-day/'  What  is  your  Art  Commis- 
sion to  do?  Perhaps  we  didn't  like  it  very  much, 
either.  Shall  we  take  the  best  the  period  pro- 
duces or  shaJl  we  wait  for  another  Michael  Angelo? 

Mr.  Charles  Moore,  of  Detroit:  I  don't  think 
we  can  wait.  I  was  very  much  interested  in  what 
the  gentleman  from  Yonkers  stated.  He  said, 
"We  had  a  competition  and  we  got  a  result  that 
few  cities  can  reach."  Now,  he  has  had  such  a 
unique  experience  as  the  result  of  competition, 
that  I  was  very  much  interested,  and  I  thought 
I  would  get  acquainted  with  him  after  this  meet- 
ing and  ask  him  how  he  accomplished  that  result 
by  competition.  When  we  come  here,  each  city 
knows  its  own  failings  and  its  own  shortcomings. 
As  I  go  from  city  to  city  I  see  lots  of  things,  that 
I  wish  we  had  in  Detroit  and  that  I  wish  we  could 
accomplish  in  Detroit.  I  was  very  much  interested 
in  what  the  gentleman  from  Boston  said  and  in 
his  diflSculties;  but,  when  I  go  to  Boston  and  walk 
along  the  edge  of  their  new  basin  and  see  how  the 
Institute  of  Technology  has  a  great  slice  of  it  and 
how  the  bridge  finishes  the  vista  down  at  the  other 
end,  and,  as  I  drive  60  miles  over  Boston^s  boule- 
vards, it  makes  me  wish  some  other  cities  could 
do  that  and  that  the  same  spirit  would  prevail, 
that  induced  Boston  to  produce  such  results. 

When  I  go  to  New  York  and  see  such  a  station 
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as  is  there,  that  a  great  railroad  has  been  per- 
suaded to  build — a  great  building,  not  solely  for 
the  commercial  uses  of  it — ^two-thirds  of  it  out  of 
patriotism,  and  one-third  for  station  business — 
wish  we  had  such  a  thing  in  Detroit,  where  nine- 
tenths  is  commercial  in  the  new  station,  that  is 
built  there,  and  the  one-tenth  that  is  artistic  has 
been  put  down  in  a  hole. 

When  I  come  to  Philadelphia  and  my  friend 
Crawford  takes  me  out  to  see  this  City's  new 
improvements  and,  when  Crawford  and  I  were  in 
Kansas  City  last  week  and  saw  the  parkways 
that  have  been  building  there,  and  the  great  park 
of  1300  acres  they  have  been  given;  and,  when  I 
see  the  great  plans  that  have  been  carried  out  in 
Chicago — and  in  Los  Angeles  and  in  Dallas, 
Texas,  where  the  great  railroad  has  been  moved 
out  of  the  center  of  the  city,  so  they  can  have  a 
proper  development  of  their  city,  it  makes  me 
feel  there  is  a  great  spirit  throughout  the  whole 
United  States;  and,  while  we  talk  about  lamp 
posts,  and  street  signs,  which  are  important,  do 
not  miss  the  great  current  of  public  improvement 
that  is  running  throughout  the  United  States. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  a.  W.Longfellow,  of  Boston:  Mr.  Chair- 
man, we  are  the  oldest,  I  believe,  of  the  Art  Com- 
missions and  perhaps  have  the  least  power;  and 
we  came  here  to  learn  in  what  way  we  or  our  suc- 
cessors could  get  more  power  and  do  more  good. 
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Our  work  in  Boston  is  to  do  what  we  can  to 
better  things  when  we  are  called  in.  We  see 
things  done  all  the  while,  as  to  which,  on  account 
of  the  method  of  our  incorporation,  we  have  noth- 
ing to  say,  and  have  no  power. 

Chairman  Brunner:  We  will  welcome  any  dis- 
cussion or  bit  of  information  from  any  quarter. 
It  is  so  difficult  to  start  questions,  because  we 
have  practically  the  same  difficulties.  One  point 
I  may  make,  that  is  perhaps  not  entirely  familiar 
to  you.  In  New  York  we  were  so  enthusiastic 
with  our  work,  we  formed  a  little  club  called  "Art 
Commission  Associates,''  and,  when  we  worked, — 
and  overworked — for  three  years,  w-e  were  sorry 
when  it  was  over;  so  we  made  the  little  society, 
formed  of  those  who  had  been  members  of  the 
Commission.  Now  the  Art  Commission  itself  asks 
our  opinion  about  submissions. 

After  a  man  has  served  on  the  Commission  and 
served  his  time — speaking  like  a  convict — ^he  does 
not  forget  all  about  it,  and  it  keeps  together  men 
who  are  enthusiastic  over  it. 

Mr.  a.  Augustus  Healy,  of  New  York:  Mr. 
Brunner  has  not  told  what  they  have  done.  That 
body  has  done  some  important  work.  In  the  first 
place  they  designed  a  City  Flag — orange,  white 
and  blue.  The  Art  Commission  Associates  had 
charge  of  the  great  restoration  of  our  dear  old 
City  Hall,  which  was  so  nearly  burned  down  the 
other  day;  and  they  have  been  called  together  a 
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good  many  times,  twenty  or  twenty-five  times, 
and  they  have  given  good  advice  on  some  important 
things.   They  have  done  important  work. 

Mr.  Cutler:  On  the  subject  of  signs  I  had  some 
strong  feelings  and  I  may  have  given  the  impres- 
sion to  this  company  that  Rochester  has  been  par- 
ticularly concerned  with  signs.  I  should  be  sorry 
to  leave  that  impression  on  your  minds.  There 
has  been  some  talk  of  lack  of  powers  and  it  has 
occurred  to  me  that  it  might  not  be  entirely  un- 
interesting, if  I  were  to  trace  for  you,  in  a  very 
few  words,  the  very  slow  way,  in  which  we  pro- 
gressed toward  an  Art  Commission  in  the  City  of 
Rochester. 

In  1911  a  number  of  citizens  became  enthusi- 
astic in  reading  of  City  Plans  for  other  cities  and 
organized  "The  City  Improvement  Commission," 
an  entirely  voluntary  association,  which  financed 
itself,  and  we  were  fortunate  in  obtaining  the  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  Brunner  and  Mr.  Robinson,  and  a 
traction  expert  of  New  York;  and  a  City  Plan  for 
Rochester  was  presented  by  those  gentlemen  at  a 
dinner,  largely  attended,  and  floated  off  with  what 
we  thought  a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm.  Nothing 
whatever  was  done  with  that  Plan,  except  to 
exhibit  the  drawings  and  obtain  a  certain  amount 
of  newspaper  publicity.  Four  years  ago  I  went 
to  New  York  to  the  First  Conference  of  Art  Com- 
missions there  with  Mr.  George  Eastman,  one  of 
our  most  progressive,  public  spirited  citizens; 
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and,  as  the  next  step,  Mr.  Eastman  financed  a 
Bureau  of  Research  for  Rochester,  which  has  gotten 
into  friendly  relations  with  the  various  City  De- 
partments, so  that,  when,  about  two  years  ago, 
the  City  Administration  appointed  a  City  Plan- 
ning Commission,  so-called,  consisting  of  three 
municipal  officers,  none  of  whom  had  any  special 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  the  Bureau  of  Municipal 
Research  took  the  matter  up  and,  the  Art  Commis- 
sion having  then  been  instituted,  the  two  bodies 
worked  together  and  obtained  an  amendment  of 
the  charter,  under  which  we  are  to  have,  in  the 
City  Engineer's  office,  a  superintendent  of  city 
planning  and  an  Advisory  Board  on  City  Planning, 
consisting  of  four  men  not  connected  with  the 
City  Government,  who  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
mayor.  Some  little  time  ago  the  Barge  Canal  was 
to  be  carried  through  one  end  of  our  most  im- 
portant City  Park  and  the  head  of  the  State  De- 
partment of  Engineering  was  very  much  surprised 
to  find  that  he  could  not  build  any  bridge  in  the 
Park  without  the  approval  of  the  Art  Commission. 
The  result  is  that  we  are  to  have  four  very  hand- 
some concrete  bridges  in  the  Municipal  Park. 

The  Art  Commission  of  Rochester  has  the 
power  to  require  a  model  to  be  made  and  sub- 
mitted for  any  public  work,  which  it  regards  as 
inadequately  represented  by  drawings. 

I  say  this  for  the  benefit  of  the  gentlemen  from 
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Massachusetts,  who  do  not  possess  powers  which 
we  seem  to  possess.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Charles  L.  Borie,  of  Philadelphia:  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  initiative  in  these  various 
juries  and  commissions  is  always  negative.  Some- 
times they  have  a  certain  amount  of  negative 
power,  but  things  are  brought  to  them  for  their 
approval.  I  think  that  very  often  that  creates 
a  prejudice  in  the  public  mind;  it  gives  the  pub- 
lic an  idea  that  the  Art  Jury  has  no  initiative. 
Of  course,  it  is  not  true,  but  that  is  the  human 
way  to  look  at  it.  I  ask  the  question,  "Why  is 
it  so.^  What  are  their  difficulties  in  taking  a  posi- 
tive stand  instead  of  a  negative  one?  Why  is  it 
that  Art  Commissions  as  a  rule  leave  it  to  other 
bodies  to  propose  new  things,  to  propose  new 
parks  and  avenues,  or  what  you  choose;  but  are 
unable,  or  do  not,  do  it  themselves.^*'  A  moment 
ago  it  was  stated  that  the  past  members  of  the 
New  York  Art  Commission  had  done  some  con- 
structive work,  but  the  Jury,  the  Commission, 
does  not  do  that.  Is  there  any  way  of  getting 
over  that?   And  is  it  impossible? 

Chairman  Brunner:  I  think  it  is  an  important 
thing.  An  Art  Jury  cannot  pass  upon  its  own  work 
and  pass  upon  it  intelligently;  it  is  a  jury  and  it 
decides  upon  projects  brought  to  it.  If  it  takes 
the  initiative  in  the  designs  for  the  Park  statues, 
for  instance,  then  it  would  sit  in  judgment  on 
itself.    Then  its  functions  would  be  divided  into 
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two  parts — to  plan  new  projects  and  to  pass  upon 
what  is  submitted  by  the  City  Departments. 
There  must  be  a  line  of  demarcation. 

Mr.  Borie:  That  was  not  my  point,  but  the 
suggestion  of  things  that  might  be  done.  If  an 
open  lot  is  on  the  outskirts  of  the  City,  it  would 
seem  suitable  to  me  that  the  Art  Commission 
should  say  to  the  Department  of  Public  Works, 
"Isn't  this  a  suitable  lot  to  be  improved  in  this 
way.^'*  There  is,  say,  a  very  ugly  bridge  belong- 
ing to  the  City  or  to  a  corporation.  Is  it  not 
possible  for  the  Art  Jury  to  say  to  the  corpora- 
tion or  to  the  City  authorities  controlling  muni- 
cipal structures,  "This  is  pretty  bad.  Don't  you 
think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  change  it,  alter 
it,  or  take  it  down — what  you  choose — That 
would  start  the  ball  rolling. 

Mr.  Adams:  I  don't  like  to  get  on  my  feet  so 
often;  but  the  Art  Commission  of  New  York  did 
that  several  years  ago.  We  selected  a  man  to  go 
around  and  select  sites  for  monuments.  I  believe 
that  work  could  be  done  most  efficiently  by  em- 
ploying experts,  who  would  say,  "There  is  a  place 
for  a  monument."  That  suggests  a  difficulty  we 
have  with  monuments.  The  donors  come  to  us 
with  their  own  design,  made  without  regard  to  the 
location  the  monument  is  to  have. 

Mr.  Borie:  The  public  do  not  hear  that  the 
Art  Jury's  criticism  is  always  constructive. 

Chairman  Brunner:  I  think  there  is  no  doubt 
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that  the  decisions  of  Art  Juries  have  been  gen- 
erally kept  very  quiet,  because  of  the  well-founded 
and  amiable  feeling  of  not  wanting  to  hurt  any- 
body's reputation.  Instead  of  saying,  "This  is 
the  worst  thing  we  ever  saw" — merely  nothing 
happens. 

Mr.  Crawford:  So  far  as  the  functions  of  the 
Art  Jury  in  Philadelphia  are  concerned,  they  are 
given  the  power  to  make  what  recommendations 
they  choose.  But  that  power  has  been  very 
slightly  exercised;  an  instance  is  the  recommen- 
dation to  set  Broad  Street  Station  back  west  of 
Fifteenth  Street. 

There  is  one  matter  that  should  be  threshed 
out.  I  hesitate  to  state  it,  because  I  don't  want 
to  put  you  from  New  York  and  you  from  Boston 
at  each  other's  throats.  I  believe  the  gentlemen 
from  Boston  said  their  Commission  was  the  old- 
est Art  Commission  and  I  believe  the  New  York 
gentlemen  have  always  stated  they  are  the  oldest. 

Chairman  Brunner:  It  looks  older. 

Mr.  Crawford:  I  don't  know  whether  it  only 
looks  older  or  really  is. 

The  Park  System  of  Kansas  City  is  most  extraor- 
dinary. It  reminded  me  of  a  man  who  was  wear- 
ing a  dress-suit  coat,  white  dress-suit  vest  and 
soiled  blue  jeans  trousers.  I  think  many  of  our 
cities  are  in  that  situation. 

In  St.  Louis,  with  regard  to  signs — I  don't 
know  whether  Mr.  Butler  of  St.  Louis  will  be 


here  or  not — they  have  kept  all  projecting  signs 
within  18  inches  of  the  wall.  One  of  the  most 
impressive  recent  performances  in  Chicago  was 
the  removal  in  the  down-town  section  of  all  the 
projecting  signs  and  many  sidewalk  fixtures. 

I  think  we  will  all  agree  that,  if  in  one  city  of 
the  United  States  each  thing  were  done  as  well 
as  it  is  done  in  any  one  of  our  American  cities,  no 
city  in  Europe  or  South  America  would  excel  it. 
No  city  in  Europe  has  such  admirable  street  lamp- 
posts as  Baltimore  and  Washington. 

How  can  we  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  Art 
Commissions?  Can  we  extend  it  to  private  houses 
erected  on  private  property.^  Where  excess  con- 
demnation is  possible,  we  can.  The  city  can  sell 
the  excess  property  it  purchases  or  condemns  with 
the  restriction,  that  every  building  that  goes  up 
on  that  excess  property  shall  be  approved  by  the 
Municipal  Art  Department.  Can  it  go  further? 
I  think  only  recently,  in  some  cities  of  northern 
Europe,  they  have  appointed  Bureaus  of  Building 
Advice.  In  the  case  of  the  Bureau  of  Building 
Advice,  the  applicant  does  not  have  to  comply 
with  that  advice;  it  is  merely  recommendatory. 
But  so  great  is  the  moral  authority  of  the  Bureau, 
that,  I  am  informed,  in  nearly  every  case  their 
advice  is  complied  with.  Why,  in  the  United 
States,  could  not  that  power  be  given  to  Art  Com- 
missions? Perhaps  an  executive  order  alone  to  the 
Bureau  of  Building  Inspection  to  submit  plans  to 
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an  Art  Department  would  be  sufficient.  I  see  no 
reason  why  power  of  that  kind  should  not  be  given. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Healy,  of  New  York:  The  suggestion  is 
of  great  importance,  but  what  stands  in  the  way 
in  New  York  is  the  fact  that  we  have  not  been 
able  to  get  the  practice  of  excess  condemnation 
adopted,  though  a  Constitutional  Amendment  has 
granted  the  power.  After  that  has  been  put  into 
practice,  and  a  large  space  of  ground  taken  by 
the  city  for  general  improvements,  it  would  seem 
to  follow  as  a  natural  succession  that  the  improve- 
ment itself  would  be  given  in  charge  of  the  con- 
stituted authorities,  which  would  be  the  Art  Com- 
mission or  Art  Bureau.  We  have  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  on  the  Brooklyn  side  of  the  river,  a 
striking  instance  or  example  of  the  need  of  excess 
condemnation.  There  is  a  large  section  consisting 
of  a  number  of  acres  at  the  end  of  one  of  the 
Brooklyn  bridges,  where  the  property  is  now 
wanted  for  no  use  whatever.  It  has  been  declin- 
ing as  a  place  of  residence.  Formerly  it  was  con- 
sidered the  best  residential  part  of  the  old  City  of 
Brooklyn;  but  gradually  the  property  has  been 
declining  in  value.  The  character  of  the  buildings 
has  been  changed  from  private  residences  to  apart- 
ment houses  of  a  not  very  attractive  or  distin- 
guished character.  And  the  portions  of  the  main 
thoroughfare  which  were  formerly  occupied  by 
important  buildings,  have  now  declined,  until  they 
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are  not  now  wanted  for  any  purposes  whatever; 
so  it  is  not  a  first  class  residential  section,  not  a 
manufacturing  section,  not  a  shopping  section. 
There  it  is,  declining.  What  is  needed  in  the 
case  is  the  principle  of  excess  condemnation  put 
into  practice.  There  is  a  large  section  that  should 
be  taken  by  the  City  and  properly  laid  out,  deco- 
rated with  a  fountain,  possibly,  and  with  monu- 
ments. The  territory  is  large  enough  to  make  a 
notable  section  of  the  city,  situated  as  it  is  very 
favorably,  centrally — it  should  be  made  a  first  class 
residential  section;  but  every  attempt  that  has 
been  made  to  get  the  principle  of  excess  condem- 
nation adopted  has  been  at  once,  at  the  very  be- 
ginning, thwarted;  and  it  has  been  said  it  is  an 
improper  thing.  But  I  agree  with  Mr.  Crawford 
that  it  is  most  important  to  have  that  principle 
established,  as  it  has  been  with  such  great  suc- 
cess in  European  cities.  And  the  result  would  not 
only  be  great  improvement  in  the  esthetic  value 
of  our  cities,  but,  in  many  cities,  as  in  the  case 
to  which  I  have  referred,  it  would  produce  a  great 
increase  in  the  value  of  property. 

While  I  am  on  my  feet,  let  me  say,  as  the  oldest 
member  of  the  Art  Commission  of  New  York,  I 
have  been  for  twenty  years  exceedingly  interested 
in  the  progress  of  this  movement  of  Art  Commis- 
sions and  Art  Juries  in  the  cities  of  the  country. 
And  it  is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  me  to  come  to 
Philadelphia  and  to  hear  from  Mr.  Widener  and 


75 


Mr.  Price  of  the  advance  that  has  been  made  and 
is  being  made  in  Philadelphia  in  this  matter.  The 
very  interesting,  instructive  reports,  which  we 
have  received,  of  the  work  of  the  Art  Jury  have 
given  us  an  earnest  of  what  we  might  expect  from 
personal  contact  with  members  of  the  Art  Jury 
and  from  hearing  what  is  actually  being  done. 
And  this  work,  this  idea  of  the  Art  Commission, 
is  bound  to  spread,  bound  to  increase,  and  greater 
power  is  bound  to  be  given.  In  the  case  of  the 
New  York  Art  Commission  in  the  very  beginning 
we  had  a  very  distinguished  Commission,  consist- 
ing of  McKim,  the  architect;  John  LaFarge,  the 
painter;  French,  the  sculptor;  John  Bigelow,  the 
Mayor,  and  one  or  two  others;  but  the  very  first 
principle,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Art  Com- 
mission, was  that  we  must  not  go  too  fast;  this 
is  a  new  thing.  We  were  looked  upon  by  the 
members  of  the  different  departments  of  the  city 
government  very  much  as  your  Mayor  told  us  he 
regarded  the  Art  Jury,  when  he  first  came  into 
office  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia — very  much 
that  feeling  of  distrust,  a  feeling  that  the  Art 
Commission  was  likely  to  be  more  of  an  annoy- 
ance than  a  help  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Therefore,  we  must  go  slow  and  be  very  consid- 
erate of  the  feelings  of  the  heads  of  departments. 
We  must  make  our  way  into  their  confidence; 
and,  proceeding  in  that  way,  we  succeeded. 

Our  powers  were  very  limited  at  first.   We  had 
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jurisdiction  only  of  public  buildings  that  would 
cost  a  million  dollars  or  more.  Now  these  powers 
have  been  extended,  so  that  the  Art  Commission 
has  jurisdiction,  the  absolute  control,  the  veto 
power  over  any  sort  of  building,  statue  or  even 
lamp  post;  everything  erected  in  the  city  must  be 
submitted  and  is  submitted  to  the  Art  Commis- 
sion, and  the  Art  Commission  now  is  regarded 
with  very  much  favor  by  the  heads  of  departments. 
So  far  from  being  an  annoyance,  it  was  found  by 
them  to  be  an  aid  and  a  help;  and  they,  naturally 
haying  pride  in  the  work  to  be  done  in  their  respec- 
tive departments,  were  very  anxious  that  the 
buildings  should  be  of  an  excellent  character  in 
design,  type  and  construction;  so  they  welcomed 
the  aid  of  the  Art  Commission,  and  the  Art  Com- 
mission has  been  disposed  to  act  promptly  in  dis- 
posing of  matters  brought  to  their  attention,  so 
as  not  to  cause  unnecessary  delay.  We  have 
progressed  in  power  and  public  confidence,  and 
especially  in  the  confidence  of  the  heads  of  de- 
partments, with  whom  we  come  in  contact. 

And  I  think  that  is  the  way  that  power  can  be 
secured  and  increased  in  other  cities.  Naturally, 
after  the  Art  Commission  has  acquired  a  certain 
degree  of  confidence,  further  jurisdiction  can  be 
asked  for,  and,  as  in  our  case,  probably  will  be 
granted;  and  I  think  that  Art  Commissions  in  all 
cities,  including  Boston,  will  find  that,  if  they  ask 
from  their  city  authorities  the  power  which  they 
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want  and  especially  if  that  request  is  backed  up 
by  the  prominent  organized  bodies  of  the  city, 
they  will  get  it. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  matter  which  has  been 
talked  about  so  much,  the  matter  of  signs — that 
is  a  subject  I  have  had  in  mind  for  many  years. 
I  sometimes  feel,  when  going  through  parts  of 
New  York,  like  closing  my  eyes,  the  ugliness  is 
so  great,  caused  by  the  signs,  by  the  projecting 
awnings  and  by  all  sorts  of  hideous  objects,  which 
are  thrust  upon  the  public  sight  as  one  passes 
through  certain  streets.  Now,  that  is  an  exceed- 
ingly difficult  matter,  and  it  can  only  be  dealt 
with  as  the  result  of  an  aroused  public  opinion  on 
the  subject.  The  way  to  secure  that,  is  to  cause 
various  bodies  in  the  city  to  agitate  the  subject; 
when  the  matter  is  presented  to  the  public  in  its 
worst  aspects,  with  the  request  that  some  modifica- 
tion be  made,  I  believe  that  regulations  will  be 
passed,  which  will  at  least  cause  a  certain  amount 
of  modification.  That  is  to  say,  the  very  worst 
of  the  uglinesses  may  be  removed;  and,  when 
that  has  been  done,  the  public  will  be  prepared 
for  the  next  step  and  the  awnings  and  all  project- 
ing signs  can  be  removed;  and  then  the  next  step 
will  be  to  regulate  the  signs  that  do  not  project 
over  the  public  thoroughfares.  It  is  not  necessary 
for  them  to  be  removed  entirely;  but,  if  they  are 
subjected  to  regulation,  very  likely  the  result  will 
be  that  the  advertisers  themselves  will  find  that 
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regulated  advertising  is  very  much  more  effective 
as  advertising  than  unregulated  and  ugly  adver- 
tising. 

Hon.  George  E.  Datesman,  Director  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  of  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia: I  will  instance  a  few  of  the  things,  that 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  has  been  striving 
for,  in  the  way  of  clearing  the  streets  of  obstruc- 
tions. The  space  given  to  vehicular  travel  in  the 
street  is  largely  encroached  upon  by  the  deposit  of 
building  materials,  to  a  point  within  18  inches  of 
the  car  track,  if  there  is  a  car  track  in  the  street. 
Assuming,  then,  a  26-foot  wide  cartway,  between 
curb  and  curb,  a  car  track,  and  one  side  filled  with 
building  material,  possibly  up  to  within  18  inches 
of  the  car  track,  and,  within  a  few  doors,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street,  another  pile  of  building 
material — which  is  permitted  under  existing  ordi- 
nances— and  you  have  a  condition  creating  a  nar- 
row throat  on  a  principal  thoroughfare,  an  ob- 
struction to  traffic,  which  would  be  very  hard  to 
adjust. 

With  this  in  mind  and  with  the  idea  of  pro- 
viding for  increased  traffic, — there  has  been  a 
several  hundred  per  cent  increase  within  the  last 
three  years  on  our  main  thoroughfares — we  pro- 
vided in  a  bill,  that  has  been  considered  by  Coun- 
cils, but  I  believe  not  yet  reported,  for  removing 
the  right  of  builders  to  place  this  building  material 
upon  the  streets  of  the  city  within  the  central 
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area,  between  the  two  rivers  and  between  Spring 
Garden  Street  on  the  north  and  South  street  on 
the  south.  The  streets  belong  to  the  people,  both 
for  pedestrian  and  vehicular  travel,  and  it  is  not 
.  proper  that  the  property  owner  should,  by  placing 
his  own  property  upon  a  certain  street,  feel  he  has 
a  right  to  that  street  to  the  exclusion  of  the  public. 
The  removal  of  the  right  to  place  building  material 
on  the  streets  will  no  doubt  aid  us  in  carrying  on 
traffic  in  the  central  part  of  the  city,  as  well  as 
in  removing  something  that  is  extremely  unsightly. 
We  have  had  cases  in  the  heart  of  the  city  where, 
for  more  than  a  year,  on  opposite  corners  of  an 
intersection  building  material  has  lain,  so  that  the 
vehicular  travel  has  had  to  give  that  intersection 
a  wide  berth.  We  know  that  in  New  York  they 
have  accomplished  this,  against  the  protest  of 
many  individuals.  We  have  contended,  in  our 
representations  to  the  Committee,  that  we  must 
get  away  from  this  village  idea  that  the  property 
of  the  individual  must  exist  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  rights  of  the  community. 

Now,  as  to  footway  obstructions:  we  have  a 
good  many  ordinances  about  the  matter — some  of 
which  are  contradictory;  all  of  them  were  co- 
related  by  a  Committee,  composed  of  representa- 
tives of  the  different  bureaus  that  have  to  do  with 
the  highways,  and  representatives  also  of  the  Law 
Department  and  building  inspectors;  and  the 
Committees  drafted  one  comprehensive  ordinance, 
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by  which  permanent  charges  would  be  regulated 
and  by  which  there  would  be  a  uniform  procedure 
in  the  matter  of  issuing  permits;  and  which  would 
provide  structures  for  the  protection  of  pedes- 
trians, which  would  be  of  proper  strength  to  receive 
the  building  material  and  also  meet  the  demands 
of  the  Art  Jury,  because  these  street  structures 
must  go  to  the  Art  Jury  for  approval.  I  think  a 
very  satisfactory  result  has  been  accomplished  in 
the  drafting  of  this  ordinance.  It  has  taken 
about  six  months  for  discussioft  and  decision  and 
the  committee  of  Councils  having  charge  of  it 
reported  it  favorably,  I  think,  yesterday,  so  that 
it  is  likely  to  be  made  into  a  law  and  become 
operative  within  the  next  two  weeks.  (Applause.) 

The  morning  session  thereupon  adjourned.  The 
Conference  was  entertained  at  luncheon  at  Lynne- 
wood  Hall  by  President  Widener,  and  during  the 
afternoon  inspection  was  made  of  his  collections 
of  paintings,  sculptures,  tapestries,  illuminated 
manuscripts  and  other  works  of  art. 

In  the  evening  a  dinner  was  tendered  to  the 
Conference  at  the  Ritz-Carlton  by  Mayor  Smith, 
when  there  were  the  following  proceedings: 

ToASTMASTER  Brunner:  May  I  suggest  that 
this  Convention  has  had  a  very  delightful  time  in 
the  City  of  Philadelphia.^   I  know  just  what  you 
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are  thinking  of,  I  know  you  are  bubbling  over 
with  enthusiasm  over  the  great  things  Philadelphia 
has  done,  the  great  things  the  Art  Jury  has  done; 
and  they  could  not  have  been  done  unless,  the 
administration  of  Philadelphia,  unless  the  Mayor, 
had  given  not  only  his  support,  but  his  enthusi- 
astic support,  to  it.  (Applause.) 

And  I  also  want  to  suggest  that  this  dinner  is 
tendered  to  this  Conference  by  the  Honorable 
Thomas  B.  Smith,  Mayor  of  Philadelphia.  I  will 
ask  you  to  rise  and  drink  to  the  health  of  the 
Mayor.  (All  assembled  rise  and  drink  to  the 
Mayor's  health.)  (Applause.) 

Mayor  Smith:  Mr,  Toastmaster,  let  me  say, 
that,  when  I  welcomed  this  delegation  of  splendid 
men  to  Philadelphia  this  morning,  they  were 
strangers  to  me  and  I  was  a  stranger  to  them. 
Nevertheless,  that  welcome  came  from  the  heart. 
It  was  most  sincere.  Now,  having  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  associate  with  you  gentlemen  while  en- 
joying the  splendid  hospitality  of  Mr.  Widener, 
the  President  of  the  Art  Jury  (applause),  I  wish  to 
emphasize  that  welcome  and  to  ask  you  to  come 
to  Philadelphia  again.  I  almost  feel  like  singing 
the  Swan  Song,  I  regret  so  much  the  parting; 
and  I  understand  you  do  leave  tomorrow  for 
other  parts. 

If  you  think  as  much  of  Philadelphia  as  Phila- 
delphia's Mayor  thinks  of  you,  come  back  to  us 
again  (applause)  and  you  will  find  the  same  spirit 


of  hospitality  awaiting  you,  as  you  found  when 
you  arrived  this  morning.  (Applause.) 

Chairman  Brunner:  Gentlemen,  the  greater 
part  of  this  entertainment  is  due  to  Mr.  Widener, 
who  begs  me  not  to  call  upon  him,  but  we  shall 
never  forget  that  visit  to  that  great  house,  that 
great  collection  and  that  great  collector  (applause) ; 
and  I  won't  ask  you  to  drink  his  health,  for  he 
has  asked  me  not  to  do  even  that;  but  modesty 
goes  with  great  collectors.  After  seeing  Mr, 
Widener's  collection,  and  the  wonderful  things 
Philadelphia  is  doing  in  city  planning,  and  the 
great  work  the  Art  Jury  is  doing — the  thought 
occurs  to  me,  at  this  time  of  stress,  when  these 
Allies  are  our  allies  and  we  are  all  working  and 
doing  our  best  for  the  cause  of  right  over  might 
(applause)  and  honor  and  patriotism  and  freedom, 
that  possibly  the  arts  of  peace  are  not  very  im- 
portant; that  what  we  all  stand  for  in  this  as- 
sembly is  not  to  make  the  statues  a  little  bit 
better  and  not  to  make  the  boulevards  a  little 
straighter  and  not  to  plant  the  trees  according 
to  the  last  dogma  of  landscape  architecture  and 
not  to  say  whether  buildings  are  of  the  renaissance 
or  other  periods  or  who  paints  our  paintings, 
whether  modern  or  cubist;  but,  what  you  are  all 
working  for  and  giving  your  heartfelt  enthusiasm 
and  energy  to,  is  not  for  these  details  in  making 
the  cities  beautiful,  but  in  making  them  more 
habitable,  so  that  you  will  be  considered  in  the 
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fight  for  right  (applause);  and,  if  we  can  make 
patriots,  we  are  doing  very  good  work,  indeed. 

I  ask  Mr.  John  Frederick  Lewis,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Art  Jury  and  President  of  the 
Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts,  to  speak.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Lewis:  It  is  a  great  honor  to  be  called 
upon  to  say  even  a  few  words  at  this  meeting,  yet 
I  cannot  feel,  Mr.  Toastmaster,  that  calling  upon 
me  was  entirely  of  your  own  volition,  but,  in  the 
words  of  the  Lord,  "I  believe  you  were  instigated 
by  the  devil."  (Laughter.) 

Chairman  Brunner:  I  do  not  admit  it,  sir. 

Mr.  Lewis:  I  probably  ought  not  to  lay  em- 
phasis on  that.  You  know  this  matter  of  emphasis 
is  wholly  a  matter  of  opinion.  You  probably  re- 
collect the  story  of  the  Scotch  clergyman,  who  was 
asked  to  preach  about  the  prophet  of  Baal,  who 
was  called  upon  to  go  out  and  meet  the  man  of 
God;  but  he  read  the  text  from  the  sacred  book 
thus,  "He  said  unto  his  sons  'saddle  me  an  ass,' 
and  they  saddled  him."  (Laughter.)  He  did  not 
appreciate  the  fact  that  the  words  in  italics  in  the 
King  James  version  were  supplied  by  the  trans- 
lator and  thought  they  ought  to  be  emphasized; 
and  some  of  his  parishioners  thought  something 
had  been  left  out  of  the  sacred  book,  and  he 
promised,  upon  the  succeeding  Sunday,  to  correct 
his  mistake.  He  then  read  the  passage, "He  said 
unto  his  sons,  *  saddle  me  an  ass,'  and  they  saddled 
him.''  (Laughter.) 
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And  so,  you  see,  whatever  emphasis  you  choose 
to  lay  on  this  matter  of  art,  is  purely  a  matter 
of  opinion  and  nothing  else.  I  believe  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts  and  also 
as  a  member  of  the  Art  Jur^  and  a  member  also 
of  the  Comprehensive  Plans  Committee  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  that  I  ought  to  say  some- 
thing to  you  with  reference  to  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia as  a  centre  of  art.  I  hardly  know  what 
to  say  to  you,  nor  where  to  begin,  because  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  has  the  unique  distinction,  so 
far  as  I  know,  among  the  cities  in  the  world,  of 
being  the  only  one  foimded  in  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, or  seventeenth  century,  probably,  to  be  more 
correct,  which  was  laid  out  upon  a  definite  plan, 
conceived  in  England  and  brought  to  this  country 
by  William  Penn,  and  then  built  according  to 
that  plan;  and  the  plan  was  so  successful  as  an 
eflFort  in  city  planning,  that  in  about  seventeen 
years  after  Philadelphia  was  founded  she  had 
seven  hundred  houses  and  five  thousand  inhabi- 
tants. And  she  certainly  became  the  greatest 
city  in  the  country  and  the  real  metropolis  of  our 
nation.  You  know  that  Philadelphia,  in  the  field 
of  literature,  established  the  first  paper  mill, 
through  her  Rittenhouse.  She  set  up,  through 
her  Bradford,  the  first  printing  press.  She  printed 
the  first  Bible  ever  printed  in  America.  She  pub- 
lished the  first  magazine.  She  established  the 
first  public  library.    She  printed  the  first  daily 
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newspaper  ever  issued  upon  the  western  hemi- 
sphere. In  the  field  of  science,  it  is  not  generally 
known,  but  she  established  the  first  medical  col- 
lege; she  established  the  first  society  in  America 
for  the  study  of  natural  science;  and,  what  is 
not  generally  known  at  all,  she  plowed  the  waters 
of  the  Delaware  with  the  first  boat  ever  propelled 
by  steam. 

In  the  matter  of  art,  it  is  not  generally  known 
that  the  first  society  for  the  promotion  of  art  was 
established  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  I  know 
that  this  morning,  among  the  genial  gentlemen 
from  Boston  and  New  York,  there  was  consider- 
able discussion  as  to  whether  the  Art  Commission 
of  Boston  was  older  than  the  Art  Commission  of 
New  York,  or  vice  versa;  and,  looking  at  the 
respective  delegates  from  these  two  cities,  I 
thought  it  was  becoming  personal,  as  to  the  men 
themselves;  but  I  can  claim,  without  the  shadow 
of  a  chance  of  contradiction,  for  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia, that  the  establishment  of  the  first  art 
society  on  this  continent  was  here,  and  that  was 
The  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts. 
(Applause.) 

As  early  as  1781,  a  citizen,  Charles  Willson 
Peale,  began  the  formation  in  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia of  a  society  for  the  study  of  art;  and  it 
is  a  curious  fact,  that,  though  his  first  efforts 
failed,  he  was  subsequently  aided  by  William 
Rush,  another  citizen  of  Philadelphia,  the  first 
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American  sculptor,  and  they  formed  together  the 
Columbiana;  and  then  they  formed  in  1805  the 
Aciademy  of  the  Fine  Arts,  which  exists  today, 
with  practically  the  same  charter  granted  us  one 


Now,  in  order  that  you  should  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  believing  what  I  say,  I  have  brought  with 
me  the  original  agreement,  not  a  copy  of  it,  but 
the  original  manuscript,  dated,  "Philadelphia, 
December  29th,  1794,''  for  an  association  of  artists 
in  America,  for  the  promotion  and  encouragement 
of  the  fine  arts.  Note  the  words  "America;" 
and  note  the  place,  "The  City  of  Philadelphia," 
where  these  artists  signed.  And  to  this  document 
were  attached  the  signatures  of  all  the  great  Ameri- 
can artists  of  the  18th  century  then  living.  It 
is  curious  and  unfortunate  that,  as  they  paid 
their  dues,  the  line  of  the  pen  was  run  through 
their  signatures,  and,  while  I  regret  to  announce 
the  fact,  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  they  seem 
almost  to  a  man  to  have  paid  their  dues,  so  that 
almost  all  the  names  are  crdssed;  but  still  we  have 
here  the  names  of  almost  all  the  great  artists  of 
the  day  and  I  would  like  to  hand  this  paper 
around  to  you,  as  the  original  manuscript  which 
led  to  the  first  art  association  in  America.  I 
would  like  you  to  see  it  and  handle  it. 

Now,  taking  the  long  stride  down  to  the  pres- 
ent age  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  we  come  to 
the  Art  Jury.  You  know,  the  Art  Jury  is  regarded 


hundred  and  twelve  years  ago. 


Digitized  by 


as  a  sort  of  municipal  buffer.  There  is  not  any 
doubt  that  the  present  administration  of  the 
municipality  has  ample  power  to  deal  with  the 
matter  of  street  signs.  I  heard  something  this 
morning  of  a  legislative  condemnation  of  them; 
the  law  would  be  perfectly  valid,  but  woe-betide 
any  oflBcer  of  any  municipality  who  would  dare 
to  undertake  by  himself  to  enforce  such  a  law  as 
that;  but  I  say  to  you,  "God  help  any  municipal- 
ity that  has  not  an  Art  Jury."  Where  there  is 
one,  the  executive  oflBcer  can  say,  "Oh,  you  get 
that  approved  by  the  Art  Jury,  and,  if  they  ap- 
prove it,  all  right.  If  they  do  not,  of  course,  I 
am  powerless  to  act."  (Laughter.) 

In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to 
give  art  juries  too  much  power.  What  they  ought 
to  have  is,  not  power  in  the  community,  but  pub- 
lic confidence.  What  they  ought  to  have  is  not 
the  ability  to  force  men  to  obey  their  judgment, 
but  power  to  convince  them  that  what  they  have 
to  do  is  right  and  the  suggestions  they  make  ought 
to  be  carried  out.  And  I  believe  that,  if  the  Art 
Jury  of  Philadelphia  keeps  on  doing  as  it  has  done 
and  adding  to  the  record,  which  it  has  made  al- 
ready, it  will  accomplish  its  results  almost  wholly 
by  the  force  of  persuasion;  by  saying  to  the  archi- 
tects— with  due  deference  to  those  present,  who 
are  the  chief  offenders,  (Laughter) — "Now,  you 
have  got  a  monstrous  building  here,  we  will  refer  you 
to  an  architect,  who  will  make  some  suggestions 
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about  it/'  We  do  not  exercise  aiiy  positive  power; 
all  we  have  is  a  negative  power.  We  will  labor  as 
Jacob  did  with  the  angel,  and,  if  necessary,  we 
will  struggle  all  night;  we  will  do  what  we  can, 
and,  if  we  can't,  we  will  tie  you  up  with  the  sixty- 
day  rule,  until  you  think  about  it. 

What  we  have  to  do  today  is  to  inculcate  the 
love  of  art.  I  believe  there  is  no  factor,  which 
has  had  more  influence  in  the  present  time  than 
love  of  art  (applause);  I  believe  that,  when  the 
German  government  desecrated  the  Rheims  Cathe- 
dral, they  did  more  harm  to  the  German  army  than 
if  they  had  lost  a  dozen  corps.  (Applause.)  And 
I  am  of  opinion  that,  if  the  Rheims  Cathedral, 
that  temple  of  art,  falls,  the  German  government 
will  fall  at  the  same  time.  (Applause.) 

However,  this  is  not  the  time  for  a  war  address, 
and  I  will  not  make  one;  I  only  want  to  inculcate 
the  doctrine  that  art  is  not  for  you  or  for  me, 
but  for  the  whole  community;  and  it  is  for  art 
juries  to  love  art  for  itself  and  to  seek  to  have 
others  receive  it;  and,  as  soon  as  they  do  that, 
I  think  we  will  get  universal  peace.  (Applause.) 

Chairman  Brunner:  Gentlemen,  New  York 
and  Boston  bow  to  Philadelphia;  the  powers  of 
persuasion,  of  diplomacy,  are  theirs.  I  am  not 
going  to  make  a  series  of  speeches;  I  am  like  the 
chairman  of  the  House  Committee  in  a  club,  I 
am  to  point  out  the  celebrities;  the  next  celeb- 
rity I  will  point  out  will  be  my  friend,  Mr. 
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Cutler,  of  Rochester.  Mr.  Cutler  has  been  mayor 
of  Rochester  and  has  been  on  its  Art  Commission 
for  many  years.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Cutler:  Mr.  Toastmaster  and  gentlemen: 
I  hate  to  disagree  with  the  toastmaster,  but  I 
have  a  very  poor  opinion  of  the  persuasive  pow- 
ers, which  are  to  be  found  in  the  City  of  New 
York.  I  have  tried  my  very  best  to  persuade  the 
toastmaster  that  I  could  not  make  a  speech  and 
that  there  was  no  use  whatever  in  calling  upon 
me  for  one;  but  I  remember  the  case  of  the  young 
man  and  the  young  lady  who  sat  at  opposite  ends 
of  a  long  sofa.  He  said  to  her,  "If  I  should  throw 
you  a  kiss,  what  would  you  say?"  She  said,  "I 
would  say  you  were  the  laziest  man  I  ever  saw." 
(Laughter.)  Well,  I  do  not  feel  that  I  can  just  throw 
you  a  kiss  (Laughter) ;  I  must  make  an  effort  to 
say  just  a  few  words,  if  it  is  nothing  more  than 
an  attempt  to  acknowledge  my  appreciation  of 
the  great  and  generous  hospitality,  which  has  been 
extended  to  me  in  many  ways  this  day. 

My  connection  with  Art  Commission  work  is, 
of  course,  associated  with  municipal  work  and  I 
think  of  my  experience  as  a  mayor;  and,  as  I 
find  it  dangerous  to  try  to  tell  a  story  in  and 
among  persons  whose  stories  are  not  altogether 
known  to  me,  I  am  going  to  tell  you  one  storj^  of 
my  own  experience.  It  happened,  when  I  was 
about  to  become  a  candidate  for  a  second  term  as 
mayor.    We  were  commencing  work  on  a  large 
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distributing  reservoir  and  in  Rochester  we  have 
a  great  many  Italian  laborers.  There  was  some 
diflSculty  between  the  Italian  laborers,  who  were 
employed  on  this  reservoir,  and  the  contractors, 
and  a  committee  called  at  the  mayor's  oflBce,  to 
ask  my  intervention  for  their  protection  against 
longer  hours  and  lower  wages  than  their  union 
required.  My  competitor  for  the  mayoralty  was 
a  Mr.  Johnson,  whose  campaign  was  based  on 
economy,  upon  a  criticism  of  the  very  consider- 
able amount  of  public  work  which  I  had  under- 
taken. Well,  naturally,  I  saw  the  contractor  and 
represented  to  him  the  unwisdom  of  disturbing 
the  Italian  vote  just  at  that  particular  crisis, 
with  the  result  that  what  these  gentlemen  desired 
was  accomplished.  Shortly  afterward,  a  committee 
called  at  the  Mayor's  oflSce  and  the  spokesman 
addressed  me  in  this  way:  He  said,  "Mr.  Mayor, 
you  are  a  gooda  man  and  nexta  fall  we  all  for  you. 
No  lika  Mr.  Johnson;  no  spenda  da  mon." 
(Laughter.) 

I  should  feel  that  I  had  not  availed  myself  of 
this  opportunity  in  any  practical  way,  if  I  did 
not  say  a  few  words,  in  regard  to  what  has  been 
shown  to  us  in  Philadelphia  today.  The  visit  to 
Mr.  Widener's  home  and  collection  is  something, 
for  which,  as  I  said  to  him  when  I  left  the  house, 
my  adjectives  were  entirely  exhausted.  I  had 
nothing  more  to  say.  But  it  is  an  experience 
which  will  be  very  long  remembered;  and  I  esteem 


it  a  very  great  privilege  to  have  lived  long  enough, 
to  find  all  over  the  United  States  a  consistent, 
intelligent  and  energetic  effort  to  do  something 
more  adequate,  than  has  ever  been  done  before, 
with  regard  to  improving  the  planning  and 
beautification  of  our  cities. 

The  city  in  which  I  live,  like  Topsy,  "just 
growed."  There  was  no  plan.  And,  of  course, 
in  a  small  city,  under  the  circumstances,  we  have 
a  great,  serious  problem  before  us.  It  is  very 
difficult,  in  the  first  place,  to  get  the  citizens  to 
appreciate  the  value  of  the  improvements,  which 
we  should  like  to  make;  and  it  is  very  difficult, 
perhaps  even  more  difficult,  to  get  the  money 
appropriated  to  do  the  work  with.  It  is  a  great 
advantage,  which  you  gentlemen  of  Philadelphia 
have,  and  this  I  hope  you  appreciate,  that  you 
live  in  a  city  where  you  have  not  only  the  energy, 
but  the  means  to  carry  out  these  great  improve- 
ments. (Applause.) 

Chairman  Brunner:  Gentlemen,  I  think  my 
powers  of  persuasion  have  been  proven — well,  I 
won't  say  anything  more,  because  Mr.  Cutler  is 
looking  at  me;  but  this  legal  document,  which  is 
most  interesting,  suggests  that  we  must  have  a 
legal  basis  for  our  artistic  aspirations;  I  ask  Mr. 
Justice  Von  Moschzisker  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Pennsylvania  to  address  you. 

Judge  Von  Moschzisker:  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
must  congratulate  you  upon  being  an  accom- 


plished  gentleman,  which  is  proven  by  the  pro- 
nunciation of  Mr.  Justice  Von  Moschzisker's 


I  was  warned  about  ten  minutes  ago  that  I 
should  be  called  upon.  When  I  came  here  tonight 
and  Mr.  Crawford  told  me  he  expected  I  would 
say  something,  the  first  thing  I  looked  at  was  the 
menu,  which  said,  "Art  Conference."  I  did  not 
know  what  it  was  all  about.  I  knew  the  Art 
Jury  here  was  doing  considerable  work  and  I 
knew  there  were  Art  Juries  and  Commissions  in 
other  cities  doing  similar  work,  but  that  is  all 
I  knew  about  it,  before  I  was  invited  here  tonight. 

There  is  nothing  in  life  that,  to  my  mind, 
appears  to  be  more  essential  than  the  arts.  If 
we  can  inculcate,  as  Mr.  Lewis  has  said,  a  sense 
of  the  beautiful  in  all  men,  we  will  have  a  better 
world.  If  all  men  loved  the  beautiful  as  much  as 
they  love  the  worldly  things  that  are  not  so  im- 
portant, I  doubt  that  there  would  be  wars  that 
destroy  the  great  works  of  art  and  the  greatest 
work  of  art  of  all,  mankind  itself. 

Those  of  us  who  love  art  realize — but  I  think 
there  is  a  certain  love  of  art  in  the  soul  of  every 
man,  though,  like  everj^thing  else,  it  takes  years 
to  bring  it  out  and  give  it  a  real  status; — that  you 
men,  who  have  undertaken  the  beautifying  of 
cities,  have  undertaken  a  great  and  noble  work. 
Mr.  Lewis  said  that  Philadelphia  is  well  laid  out. 
It  is  a  classical  joke  of  the  New  Yorker,  who  says 
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it  "ought  to  be  well  laid  out,  it  has  been  dead 
long  enough" — (laughter);  but  that  joke  is  not 
well  taken — Philadelphia  is  moving  on  and  has 
been  moving  on  and  has  a  great  programme 
under  way  today.  It  is  about  to  build  a  Parkway 
that  will  vie  with  the  Champs  Elysees  and  Mayor 
Smith  will  have  as  the  monument  of  his  adminis- 
tration the  finishing  of  that  Parkway.  (Applause^ 
We  are  going  to  build  a  great  art  gallery  at  the 
end  of  it  and  numerous  other  buildings  are  planned 
along  it. 

It  has  always  been  a  regret  of  mine  that  we, 
here  in  Pennsylvania,  have  not  adhered  to  the  old 
colonial,  consistently.  If,  in  place  of  that  great 
temple  we  have  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  called 
"The  Public  Buildings,"  we  had  just  built  four 
beautiful  colonial  buildings,  how  much  more  at- 
tractive and  more  in  keeping  it  would  have  been. 
In  Harrisburg  we  have  only  one  building,  a  great, 
great  capitol — I  don't  know  how  you  would  classify 
that  capitol.  But,  if  we  had  not  attempted  to 
copy  the  old  works,  how  much  more  attractive  it 
would  have  been,  how  much  more  picturesque, 
how  much  more  Pennsylvanian  it  would  have 
been;  and  I  trust  that  now,  along  the  Parkway, 
that  idea  will  have  some  force  and  that  we  will 
adhere  to  what  we  might  call  our  own  architec- 
ture, the  Georgian  architecture.  There  is  no  more 
beautiful  group  of  buildings  anywhere,  to  my  mind, 
in  the  world,  that  I  have  seen,  than  the  group  down 
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at  Sixth  and  Chestnut  Streets,  Independence  Hall 
and  Congress  Hall,  and  the  other  buildings  there. 
I  never  go  by  them  that  I  am  not  struck  with 
their  beauty  afresh.  We  are  proud  of  them,  and 
justly  proud  of  them.  I  think  the  men  we  have 
on  the  Art  Jury  are  imbued  with  the  spirit  of 
Philadelphia.  They  are  going  to  do  great  things, 
and  are  doing  great  things,  for  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

I  am  not  going  to  attempt  to  make  a  great 
address  here  tonight,  but  will  add  to  the  welcome 
you  have  received;  and  just  one  more  thought: 
I  know  you  have  been  to  Mr.  Widener's  home  and 
have  seen  one  of  the  greatest  of  art  collections. 
A  gentleman  at  the  table  here  said,  "Mr.  Widener 
is  the  son  of  a  great  father.  He  is  now  taking  an 
interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  this  community. 
He  will  add  force  to  the  community."  We  all 
welcome  him  to  the  ranks  of  great  public  men. 
(Applause.) 

Chairman  Brunner:  The  matter  of  signs  has 
disturbed  the  world  for  many  years,  even  in  Addi- 
son's time.  I  shall  ask  Mr.  Eickemeyer,  who  comes 
from  the  flourishing  town  of . Yonkers-on-the-Hud- 
son,  to  tell  us  about  the  signs  of  the  time  in  his 
quarter  of  the  world.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Eickemeyer:  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentle- 
men: As  members  of  this  Convention,  I  would 
like  to  speak  to  you  about  a  matter  which  con- 
cerns our  city.    Mr.  Chamber lin  and  I  come 
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from  a  place,  which  has  a  very  remarkable  situa- 
tion. Like  Rome,  it  is  built  on  seven  hills,  but 
old  Rome  had  only  the  Tiber;  it  did  not  have  a 
river  like  the  Hudson,  nor  did  it  have  these  great 
basaltic  volcanic  cliffs,  called  the  Palisades. 

What  Yonkers  sorely  needs  is  a  renaissance  of 
respect  for  property.  Emerson  says,  "The  health 
of  the  eye  demands  a  horizon."  We  are  all  satis- 
fied, if  we  can  see  far  enough.  Perhaps  that  is 
the  reason  why  every  Yonkerite  believes  in  the 
city.  A  short  time  ago  our  Hungarian  citizens 
came  together  and  made  up  their  minds  there 
should  be  shown  a  reminder  of  the  patriotism  of 
their  own  country,  and  they  collected,  in  small 
sums,  money  enough  to  erect  a  statue  to  Kos- 
ciuszko;  and  they  had  a  grand  time  and  really 
erected  a  very  splendid  statue;  but  the  next  morn- 
ing, after  the  unveiling,  Kosciuszko  woke  up  to 
find  that  his  sword  was  gone.  We  had  occasion 
to  erect  a  soldiers'  and  sailors'  monument  a  short 
time  ago,  really  a  very  splendid  monument,  too, 
except,  perhaps,  for  the  figure  at  the  top,  which 
was  added  towards  the  end  and  was  made  a  present 
by  the  women  folks,  end  it  could  not  be  refused, 
and  so  it  was  put  up  there  and  spoiled  a  splendid 
monument;  but  one  morning,  as  I  was  going 
through  the  park,  I  saw  that  a  corner  of  the  plate 
where  the  words  of  President  Grant  were  quoted, 
was  missing.  The  words  that  were  taken  from 
the  quotation  were,  "Let  us  have  peace;"  and  I 
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told  the  Mayor  that  that  was  very  fortunate, 
because  all  we  had  to  do  now  is  to  say,  "Let  us 
have  a  piece." 

I  had  occasion,  three  or  four  years  ago,  to  spend 
some  weeks  in  England,  and  I  went  out  to  the 
Kew  Gardens.  In  England,  when  the  rhododen- 
drons bloom— those  beautiful  flowers  which  come 
from  our  own  Pennsylvania  mountains — the  citi- 
zens make  pilgrimages  to  these  gardens,  much  as 
the  Japanese  do,  when  they  go  out  to  see  their 
cherry  trees  in  bloom.  When  they  go  out  to  this 
beautiful  park,  thousands  of  men,  women  and 
children  are  there,  and  there  is  only  one  simple 
sign,  which  reads,  "Please  don't  tread  on  the  turf," 
and  nobody  did.  When  lunch-time  came,  the 
people  sat  around  and  opened  their  lunch-baskets 
and  were  everywhere;  and  in  the  evening,  I  made 
up  my  mind  I  should  like  to  see  the  place  after 
that  vast  crowd  had  left  it,  because  I  have  been 
caught  in  the  Bronx  Park  after  a  crowd  had  left  it. 

Such  was  the  respect  for  property  in  that  place 
that,  after  that  crowd  had  gone,  I  found  not  a 
piece  of  paper  as  big  as  a  penny;  such  was  the 
respect  for  property. 

I  had  occasion,  some  years  ago,  to  go  to  Bo- 
hemia. There  the  situation  was  rather  different 
from  that  in  England.  A  cousin  of  mine  had  in- 
terests in  the  Black  Forest,  and  I  was  anxious  to 
see  this  section  and  to  see  how  the  people  lived 
there.    I  found  them  living  as  in  the  old  feudal 


97 


days.    They  had  their  villages  and  very  fine  vil- 
lages.   They  went  out  in  the  morning  to  their 
plots  of  ground.    When  you  go  to  the  plots  of 
ground,  there  are  no  fences.   Every  shepherd  had 
his  little  plot  of  ground,  which  he  used  for  plant- 
ing or  for  grazing,  and  nobody  encroached  on  his 
neighbor's  property.  It  was  not  disturbed-  Every- 
body knew  he  would  harvest  the  crop  on  his  par- 
ticular piece  of  ground.    In  the  early  morning  I 
saw  the  plums  hanging  on  the  trees  and  I  said 
to  my  cousin,  "What  a  pity  these  trees  are  on 
the  highways."    He  could  not  understand.  He 
said,  "Why  should  they  not  be  on  the  highways.^" 
I  said,  "They  will  be  picked  long  before  they  are 
ripe."  He  said,  "Not  at  all.  Every  tree  is  owned 
by  somebody  who  will  go  up  when  the  plums  are 
ripe  and  gather  them." 

Now,  this  was  a  community  of  poor  people. 
In  the  saw-mill  they  work  from  five  in  the  morn- 
ing until  five  at  night.  Their  diet  is  sour  milk 
and  potatoes,  with  black  bread.  Meat  they  never 
have.  Just  think  of  the  luxury  of  this  fruit, 
which  could  be  theirs  for  the  stealing.  It  was 
left  there;  and  there  you  have,  again,  the  respect 
for  property. 

You  may  say,  "What  has  that  to  do  with  such 
a  big  Convention  as  this?"  I  want  to  say  that  it 
has  everything  to  do  with  it.  We  must  rely  on 
the  training  of  our  people;  we  must  have  them 
respect  our  property. 
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.  You  say,  "Well,  suppose  you  can  police  your 
property,  suppose  you  can  protect  it,  in  what 
way  will  your  property  be  benefited?"  Just  stop 
and  think  a  moment.  If  we  could  abolish  all  our 
fences,  tear  down  our  stone  walls,  take  our  gates 
away  and  then  plant  flowers  and  bring  our  flowers 
and  shrubs  to  the  curb,  gentlemen,  that  would 
mean  more  for  the  beautifying  of  the  city  than 
anything  our  Art  Commissions  could  possibly  do. 

Having  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion for  many  years,  I  always  want  to  get  back 
to  the  school;  and  I  want  to  begin  at  the  begin- 
ning and  take  hold  of  the  children;  and  the  prob- 
lem is,  "How  can  we  train  our  children  and  bring 
them  up,  so  that  they  will  have  the  same  respect 
for  their  neighbors'  property,  as  they  have  for 
their  own,  and  leave  it  and  protect  it  just  as  well 
as  the  foreigners  today?''  (Applause.) 

Chairman  Brunner:  Gentlemen,  Mr.  Eicke- 
meyer's  mention  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors' 
Monument  reminded  me  of  what  a  French  scholar 
said,  when  on  a  tour  of  the  United  States,  during 
which  he  saw  all  the  soldiers'  and  sailors'  monu- 
ments. He  said,  "Now  I  know  what  you  mean 
by  the  horrors  of  war."  (Laughter.) 

Before  I  call  the  last  speaker,  allow  me  again 
to  thank  the  Mayor  and  Mr.  Widener  and  all 
who  have  with  them  lavished  the  hospitality  that 
has  been  extended  to  us. 

I  will  now  ask  Mr.  Leslie  W.  Miller,  Vice-Presi- 
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dent  of  the  Art  Jury  of  Philadelphia,  to  speak, 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Miller:  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen: 
It  is  good  to  be  here;  it  is  good  to  hear  re-affirmed 
the  truths,  which  such  organizations  as  are  repre- 
sented here  exist  to  affirm  and  which  cannot  be 
affirmed  too  often,  but  which  still  require,  and 
will  require  for  long  years  to  come,  illustration. 
I  think  we  have  a  feeling  of  the  need  of  this 
affirmation  and  re-affirmation.  It  is  not  for  noth- 
ing that  the  great  improvements  of  the  day,  that 
the  great  movements  of  the  day,  patriotic  as  well 
as  every  other  kind  of  uplift,  are  made  very  largely 
in  the  name  of  art;  and,  curiously  enough,  even 
among  bodies  like  this,  it  has  to  be  affirmed  so 
often,  as  to  why  this  is  so.  I  have  heard  at  such 
meetings  as  this,  at  which  some  of  these  very  men 
have  been  present,  the  purely  artistic  side  of  the 
work  to  be  undertaken  spoken  of  apologetically, 
not  to  say,  shamefacedly.  There  is  a  feeling  at 
the  back  of  many  of  our  heads  that  art  is  some- 
thing, after  all,  in  its  essence,  that  we  can  do  very 
well  without.  That  is,  it  is  one  of  the  last  things 
we  usually  make  a  place  for;  and,  when  our  good 
Mayor  repeated  this  morning  the  advice  that  was 
given  to  him  when  he  entered  office,  it  struck  a 
responsive  chord,  because  I  knew  his  predecessors 
had  had  exactly  the  same  said  to  them — "among 
the  things  we  can  do  without,  among  the  things 
that  ought  to  be  the  first  to  go,  is  that  Art  Jury. 
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We  have  to  have  a  lot  of  other  things  (no  need  to 
enumerate  them),  things  so  obviously  good  and 
necessary,  that  would  absorb  the  energies  and 
resources  of  the  country  and  the  city  for  a  long 
time  to  come.  They  must  be  attended  to  first* 
The  art  we  can  do  without."  That  lingering  feel- 
ing is  at  the  back  of  many  and  many  a  conscien- 
tious objection  in  this  city  today,  and  in  every  city. 
Is  it  true.^  It  is  certainly  not  true.  The  contrary, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  true  and  always  has  been 
true  and  always  will  be  true,  that  the  one  thing 
the  mind  and  spirit  of  man  cannot  do  without  is 
the  thing  that  art  symbolizes  and  stands  for* 

In  clarifying  our  thought  on  the  subject,  we 
begin  by  saying  what  it  is  not.  It  is  always  neces- 
sary to  repeat  that.  Art  is  not  a  thing  of  pretty 
amusement,  to  take  care  of  our  leisure  and  help 
us  create  idleness.  It  is  not  a  plaything;  it  is  not 
an  adornment;  it  is  not  something  stuck  on,  as 
so  much  of  our  architecture,  after  the  structure  is 
practically  completed.  It  is  never  that.  It  never 
was  that.  It  is  not  to  any  great  extent — except 
as  these  embodiments  and  expressions  of  it  are 
necessary  to  the  symbol — ^a  matter  of  beautifica- 
tion  or  added  charm  or  anything  of  the  sort. 

What  is  it.^  It  is  the  qualification  and  per- 
petuation of  the  ideal,  the  spiritual  force  that  has 
always  led  men,  everythere,  to  do  and  to  give 
the  best  that  is  in  them,  the  expression  of  a  noble 
purpose  in  the  service  of  the  uplift  of  humanity. 
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The  essential  thing  about  art  is  not  the  pretty 
thing,  not  even  the  beautiful  building,  not  even 
the  beautiful  city.  It  is  the  thing  in  the  spirit, 
in  the  soul  of  man,  that  aspires,  that  leads  him 
and  beckons  him  on  to  do  things,  that  are  above 
and  beyond  the  sordid  spirit  and  material  aims  of 
his  existence.  It  is  the  essence  of  the  patriotic 
spirit  that  dominates  this  country  and  the  world 
today.  It  is  the  spirit  that  made  Greece,  that 
made  Italy,  when  it  was  at  its  best,  that  has 
made  and  transformed  France  and  through  France 
the  world.  (Applause.) 

What  we  call  art,  the  picture,  the  statue,  the 
beautiful  building — these  are  not  the  thing,  they 
are  not  the  essential  thing  at  all.  But  men  long 
ago  formulated  fairly  well  in  their  heart  of  hearts 
this  purpose;  and  all  the  uplift  that  the  world 
has  known  from  that  day  to  this  has  been  achieved 
in  following  that  worship,  for  which  Greece  is  a 
synonym  and  has  been  during  the  ages.  Greece 
is  still  a  watchword  for  the  earth;  when  man 
would  do  a  deed  of  worth,  he  points  to  Greece. 
It  is  the  spirit — not  the  painting,  not  the  archi- 
tecture— ^it  is  the  Greek  spirit,  that  has  trans- 
formed and  is  destined  to  transform  the  world. 

Art  is  the  symbol.  Those  forms  of  art,  with 
which  we  are  familiar  and  which  it  is  our  busi- 
ness largely  to  promote,  are  means  or  avenues  of 
approach,  which  point  the  way;  but  the  essential 
thing  is  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  uplifting  the 
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world,  the  mind  and  the  spirit  of  man.  And  so, 
it  is  not  for  nothing — it  could  not  have  been  other- 
wise— ^that  the  crowning  features  of  one  magni- 
ficent improvement  here,  which  you  have  witnessed 
the  growth  of  today — is  not  a  Court  of  Justice;  is 
not  a  Hall  of  Legislation;  is  not  a  great  establish- 
ment of  any  kind  for  the  administration  of  any 
material  things  whatever;  but  a  Palace  of  Art, 
something  consecrated  and  dedicated  to  man's 
sense  of  the  ideal,  which  will  symbolize  the  senti- 
ment for  his  upward  and  onward  growth. 

This  paper,  which  has  just  been  handed  around 
to  you,  means  much  more  than  the  charter  of  ah 
art  school.  It  contains  the  names  of  many  of 
the  men  who  made  Philadelphia.  If  it  had  been 
written  a  few  years  earlier,  you  would  have  found 
Franklin's  name  at  the  head  of  it,  you  would 
have  found  Rittenhouse's,  you  would  have  found 
most  of  the  men,  whose  memories  are  the  most 
precious  heritage  of  this  beautiful  State,  this  noble 
City  of  ours,  not  because  they  loved  art  as  suchj 
but  because  of  what  it  symbolized  and  what  it 
meant;  and  every  time  ,we  gather,  as  we  do  on 
occasions  like  this,  when  we  highly  resolve  to  pro- 
mote this  work,  to  improve  art,  not  as  an  end, 
but  as  a  means — we  discuss  methods,  we  have  dis- 
cussed them  here,  we  always  discuss  them — what 
should  be  the  main  reliance  for  carrying  on  the 
work.^  Should  it  be  advisory;  should  we  try  to 
advise  people  of  what  is  good  and  right  or  should 
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we  have  the  power  to  enforce  it?  Should  Art 
Juries  take  the  initiative  and  try  to  teach  the 
people  what  they  ought  to  want  or  should  they 
have  the  power  to  tell  them  positively  what  they 
should  not  have? 

•  There  is  no  need  of  this  division;  recognizing  the 
purpose  that  these  movements  all  exist  for,  to 
serve,  you  must  recognize  that  we  must  include 
both  these  divisions.  A  good  deal  was  said  to- 
day— wanted  to  rebut  it  then,  I  have  a  chance  to 
do  it  now — about  the  need  of  initiative  and  of 
advice  and  of  help  in  the  promotion  of  good  things 
in  the  community;  that  the  Art  Jury  should  not 
confine  itself  to  the  critical,  that  it  should  not 
confine  itself  to  the  veto. 

Now,  the  work  of  the  jury  or  the  commission 
must  include  both  initiative  and  veto.  The  Art 
Jury  of  Philadelphia  and  probably  the  art  juries 
or  commissions  of  every  other  city  do  an  enormous 
amount  of  good,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  taking  initia- 
tive, in  giving  advice;  but,  in  the  very  nature  of 
things,  those  are  not  the  things  that  are  proclaimed 
from  the  housetops.  They  are  not  the  things  that 
are  made  public.  They  do  not  get  into  print  at 
all.  The  best  work  possible  that  our  Art  Jury  has 
done  does  not  admit  of  printing  in  a  report.  Often 
it  is  done  quietly,  with  the  idea  of  not  hurting 
anybody's  feelings.  It  is  oflFering  a  kind  of  advice 
in  a  kind  of  way  that  shall  be  accepted  as  helpful 
and  not  as  critical  or  as  faultfinding  at  all.  Almost 
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every  project,  that  comes  before  us,  is  treated — 
I  may  say  it  here,  as  I  could  not  say  it  in  all  places 
— ^in  very  much  such  a  spirit  as  this,  "It  is  a  very 
good  thing;  we  sympathize  with  this  object,  with 
its  purpose;  but  it  certainly  could  be  done  better." 
Not  that  the  Jury  knows  everything,  not  that 
here  is  a  court  of  last  appeal,  not  that  its  mem- 
bers are  authorities,  from  whose  judgment  there 
is  no  appeal;  but  because  it  seems  best  to  lopk 
at  this  thing  from  the  point  of  view  of  conveying, 
of  perpetuating,  the  traditions  of  doing  good  work 
for  the  public,  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  has  always 
been  done, — in  pointing  to  precedents,  in  showing 
mistakes,  and  how  to  find  them,  and  in  possibly 
improving,  and  just  on  right  lines,  the  things, 
which,  while  well-intentioned  and  possibly  very 
well  started,  can  certainly  be  done  better,  if  we 
take  it  seriously  enough.  Many  of  the  things — 
violate  no  confidence,  I  think,  in  saying  it — many 
of  the  things,  that  we  have  in  Philadelphia  today, 
of  which  we  are  most  proud,  and  that  were  cited 
today  with  most  approval,  are  things  that  have 
come  to  the  jury  in  rather  crude  form,  and  very 
undesirable  form;  but  the  promoters  themselves 
were  amenable  to  discussion,  not  argument,  per- 
haps, but  were  willing  to  put  their  heads  together 
with  us;  and  the  things  they  had  evolved  have 
been  improved  into  something  vastly  better;  and 
yet,  the  original  designer  has  not  had  his  feelings 
hiurt,  that  is,  has  not  had  his  mistakes  proclaimed 
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or  published  to  the  world.  The  Art  Juries  do 
not  need  to  be  boarded  down,  nor  to  have  it  sug- 
gested that  their  work  should  very  largely,  indeed, 
be  along  these  lines,  but  it  is  along  these  lines^ 
and  always  has  been,  and  always  will  be.  The 
Art  Jiiry  does  think  of  things  that  ought  to  be 
done  and  helps  promote  the  doing  of  them  in  the 
quietest  and  most  sympathetic  way  possible-  All 
the  same,  there  is  a  point  that  comes,  a  time,  when 
this  is  not  the  way,  when  the  other  thing  must  be 
done — things  have  gone  too  far  before  they  are 
submitted  to  the  jury  at  all,  before  they  are  taken 
into  the  confidence  of  the  promoters  at  all — 
abominable  things,  things  so  crude  that  the  genera- 
tion that  comes  after  us  would  be  ashamed,  would 
hang  their  heads  at  them.  Now,  when  that  situa- 
tion arises  it  must  be  faced,  and  the  Art  Juries 
and  the  Commissions  and  the  Mayors  realize  it  is 
a  fact,  that  they  cannot  do  their  work  well  at 
all,  unless  they  are  given  the  power  of  absolute 
veto.  And,  when  unworthy  monuments  are  pro- 
posed or  so-called  improvements  are  suggested, 
that  would  be  a  disgrace  to  the  community,  if 
they  were  permitted,  they  must  be  stopped;  and 
the  Art  Jury  must  not  only  be  the  kindest  and 
most  sympathetic  of  advisers,  must  not  only  con- 
sist of  men,  who  do  their  part  to  certify  good 
work, — their  word  must  be  respected  or  they  are 
not  worthy  of  being  Art  Juries  at  all. 

Now,  you  have  got  to  have  these  two  gloves,. 
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the  velvet  glove  and  the  iron  glove,  or  the  Art 
Jury  would  be  false  to  its  purpose  and  fail  to  per- 
form its  duty  to  the  public.  Its  very  creation 
embodies  and  represents  and  symbolizes  advice 
and  encouragement,  certainly,  but  the  absolute, 
positive  veto  power  in  a  situation  that  is  fraught 
with  danger  and  has  to  be  faced,  must  also  exist. 

But  there  are  other  duties,  too,  that  men  like 
these  are  called  upon  to  perform;  and  we  might, 
on  occasions  like  this,  express  appreciation  of  the 
good  things,  the  beautiful  things,  that  are  all  the 
time  around  us,  like  those  which  we  have  seen 
and  enjoyed  today,  the  genial  hospitality,  the 
encouraging  words  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
city  (applause),  the  great  hospitality  of  our  worthy 
President,  (applause),  who  embodies  better,  per- 
haps, than  any  other  man  in  our  community,  that 
consecretion  and  devotion  to  high  ideals,  for  which 
the  ripest  and  finest  culture  only  can  qualify  a 
man. 

And  so,  we  can  express  our  appreciation  and 
hand  along  this  word  of  encouragement  to  Art 
Juries  and  Art  Commissions  everywhere. 

Mr.  Adams:  I  propose  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mayor  Smith  and  to  Mr.  Widener  and  to  the  Art 
Jury  of  Philadelphia. 

The  vote  of  thanks  was  concurred  in  by  all  the 
gentlemen  from  other  cities. 
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MEMBERS 
DURING  1918 


Hon.  Thomas  B.  Smith,  Mayor,  ex  officio 

Hugh  H.  Breckenridge, 
Painter 

Leslie  W.  Miller 

Paul  P.  Cret,  Architect 

Joseph  E.  Widener 

Charles  Grafly,  Sculptor 

Eli  Kirk  Price,  Park  Com- 
missioner 

Edward  T.  Stotesbury 

John  Frederick  Lewis 

William  H.  Wilson* 


William  S.  Twining* 
Chester  E.  Albright* 
John  E.  Arthur* 
Fred  C.  Dunlap* 
James  F.  McLaughlin* 


! Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
day of  April,  1918 

1  Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
J     day  of  April,  1919 

i Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
day of  April,  1920 

1  Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
j    day  of  April,  1921 
Director  of  the  Department 

of  Public  Safety 
Director  of  the  Department 

of  City  Transit 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Sur- 
veys 

Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  City 
Property 

Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  High- 
ways 

Chief  of  the  Electrical  Bureau 


During  Dr.  Cret*s  absence,  the  Art  Jury  has  had  the  assistance  of 
Mr.  Milton  B.  Medary,  Jr.,  Past  Vice-President  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Architects,  as  architectural  adviser. 

Joseph  E.  Widener,  President 

Leslie  W.  Miller,  Vice-President 

Andrew  Wright  Crawford,  Secretary 


*  In  accordance  with  the  law,  in  all  matters  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Art  Jury  pertaining  to  the  work  under  the  special  charge  of  a  Bureau  in 
any  other  Department  of  the  City,  the  head  of  such  Bureau  (or  where  the 
matter  comes  directly  under  the  head  of  the  Department,  then  the  Director 
of  such  Department)  is,  for  the  time  being,  a  member  of  the  Jury  cx  officio. 
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EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ART  JURY 


To  THE  Honourable  Thomas  B.  Smith, 
Mayor  of  Philadelphia  : 

Sir: — ^In  accordance  with  law,  I  have  the  honour 
to  present  herewith  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Art  Jury  during  the  calendar  year  1918. 

Revised  Plans  for  the  Parkway 
The  revised  plans  for  The  Parkway,  prepared  by 
M.  Jacques  Greber,  were  submitted  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Fairmount  Park  and  the  Art  Jury 
adopted  the  following  resolution : 

"Resolved,  That  the  Art  Jury  approves  the 
revised  plans  for  the  development  of  the  Fair- 
mount  Parkway  and  its  connections,  prepared  by 
Mr.  Jacques  Greber  at  the  request  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Fairmount  Park,  and  requests  His 
Honour,  the  Mayor,  to  recommend  to  Councils 
the  passage  of  an  ordinance  to  authorize  the  re- 
vision of  the  lines  and  grades  of  streets  on  the 
City  Plan  to  conform  thereto,  with  a  view  to  the 
completion  of  the  project  on  the  lines  proposed  at 
the  earliest  possible  date." 


7 


This  was  the  most  important  submission  of  the 
year.  Indeed,  it  is  diflScult  to  conceive  anything 
that  could  rival  it  in  importance,  unless  it  be  simi- 
larly adequate  plans  for  the  improvement  of  the 
banks  of  the  Schuylkill. 

M.  Greber  has  seized  upon  every  advantage  that 
The  Parkway  offers  for  a  development  that  will 
greatly  enhance  the  distinction  it  affords  to  the  city 
of  Philadelphia. 

M.  Greber  thus  describes  his  plans: 

"The  principal  effort  in  the  preparation  of  this 
preliminary  general  study  of  the  Parkway  has 
been  to  develop  to  the  utmost  the  wonderful  op- 
portunity that  it  gives  the  city  for  the  improve- 
ments of  its  plan,  the  creation  of  a  real  ci\n[c  cen- 
ter and  the  opening  of  the  very  heart  of  the  city 
to  the  sanitary  breezes  of  Fairmount  Park.  In 
addition  to  this  most  useful  advantage,  it  permits 
the  transformation  of  this  part  of  Philadelphia 
into  a  dignified  perspective,  recalling  the  Champs 
Elysees,  but  enlarged  and  completed  by  the 
beauty  of  Fairmount  Park  at  its  end.  And  I  am 
glad  to  say  that,  if  by  this  work  the  city  of  Paris 
may  be  enabled  to  bring  to  its  sister  in  America 
the  inspiration  of  what  makes  Paris  so  attractive 
to  visitors,  it  will  be  the  first  opportunity  of  Paris 
to  pay  a  little  of  the  great  debt  of  thankfulness 
for  what  Philadelphia  and  its  citizens  have  done 
for  France  during  the  last  three  years. 

"The  general  scheme  submitted  shows  no 
dream  of  a  titanic  work  needing  centuries  to  be 
completed,  but  the  natural  and  logical  achieve- 
ment of  this  essential  thoroughfare  of  Philadel- 
phia, so  happily  furthered  by  Mayor  Smith,  which 
will  link  the  congested  center  of  the  intense  busi- 
ness district  with  the  charm  and  the  rest  of  your 
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world-known  park  through  a  gradual  transition, 
of  which  City  Hall  Plaza,  Logan  Square  and  the 
new  Fairmount  Plaza  will  be  the  successive  steps. 

"City  Hall  Plaza  is  shown  considerably  ex- 
tended, in  order  to  relieve  existing  congestion  by 
the  creation  of  a  circular,  uninterrupted  stream 
of  traffic  at  the  end  of  the  Parkway  and  to  pro- 
vide a  large  modern  forum,  the  location  of  several 


Former  Railroad  Bridge  at  Manayunk.    Built  before  the 
appointment  of  the  Art  Jury. 


monuments  and  a  bandstand,  framed  by  shrub- 
beries and  flowerbeds,  under  the  shadow  of  trees. 
The  access  to  the  Pennsylvania  terminal  is  made 
much  easier  and  the  station  itself  is  enlarged, 
widened,  having  a  new  fagade,  set  back  of  Fif- 
teenth street^  This  permits  the  use  of  the  space 
between  its  present  front  and  the  proposed  front 
as  a  forecourt,  which  the  station  so  badly  needs. 
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"Logan  Square  is  shown  remodeled  according 
to  its  enlarged  area  and  to  its  entirely  new  condi- 
tions as  a  great  intellectual  center,  crossed  diag- 
onally by  the  most  important  arterj^  of  the  city. 
The  new  Logan  Square  will  thus  become  the  real 
beginning  of  Fairmount  Park,  and,  besides  the 
existing  public  buildings  which  frame  it  now,  the 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Cathedral  of 
SS.  Peter  and  Paul,  the  Wills  Hospital,  the  new 
Free  Library,  the  Municipal  Court  and  several 
other  large  public  or  semi-public  buildings  will 
complete  the  architectural  composition. 

"In  front  of  each  of  these  public  buildings  there 
will  be  a  shady  and  dignified  garden,  framing  the 
fagade  of  the  building  and  making  a  part  of  the 
general  composition  of  the  square.  The  center  of 
the  whole  thing  will  link  all  parts  to  each  other 
and  the  circular  drive  of  the  Parkway,  running 
between  the  trees,  most  of  them  actually  in  place, 
will  pass  through  Logan  Square  without  disturb- 
ing its  symmetry. 

"Beyond  Logan  Square,  the  space  largely 
opens  itself,  two  structures  of  a  conspicuous  scale 
marking  the  entrance  to  the  Park;  the  Free  Li- 
brary on  the  right  and  the  court  buildings  on  the 
left.  In  the  center  of  the  perspective,  the  class- 
ical lines  of  the  new  Art  Gallery,  dominating  the 
trees  of  the  triumphal  avenue  leading  to  its  foot, 
will  mark  the  northwest  end  of  the  city  skyline. 

"The  wide  open  space  between  Logan  Square 
and  the  Plaza,  in  front  of  the  Acropolis  of  the  Art 
Gallery,  is  proposed  to  be  used  for  three  impor- 
tant new  buildings,  the  Episcopal  Cathedral,  the 
Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts  and  the  School  of  In- 
dustrial Art. 

"The  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts,  near  which 
will  be  erected  the  School  of  Industrial  Art,  and 
probably  the  University  School  of  Architecture, 
will  face  the  Museum  of  Art  and  make  the  bal- 
anced vis-a-vis  to  the  colonnades  of  the  latter 
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building.  In  the  center  of  Fairmount  Plaza  will 
be  the  Washington  monument,  in  its  proper  and 
logical  place,  merely  moved  from  its  present  site. 

"The  Schuylkill  river  will  also  add  charm  to 
the  composition,  as  it  is  proposed  to  include  in 
the  Plaza  the  space  between  it  and  the  river  and 
develop  it  into  a  planted  terrace  and  double  em- 
bankment. This  embankment  will  be  used  for 
the  street-car  tracks  of  the  lines  leading  to  West 
Philadelphia  over  Spring  Garden  street  bridge, 
diverted  to  pass  through  the  Crescent,  in  order  to 
keep  the  approaches  of  the  Museum  free  of  any 
trolley  posts  or  wires. 

"Then  the  Parkway  is  proposed  to  inclose  the 
site  of  the  Museum  entirely,  instead  of  leaving  it 
on  the  side,  and  to  encircle  it  between  its  two 
branches,  which  will  join  again  in  the  rear  of  the 
Museum,  where  large  gardens  will  step  down 
from  the  top  of  the  rocks  to  the  Lincoln  monu- 
ment, slightly  improved  in  location,  which  will 
really  mark  the  end  of  the  Parkway,  which  there 
will  gradually  lose  itself  in  the  harmonious  curves 
of  the  natural  drives  of  the  park. 

"The  execution  of  the  whole  scheme  may  be 
carried  out  by  successive  steps,  as  means  for  the 
development  of  the  several  sections  become  avail- 
able and,  if  started  on  the  general  lines  show^n  in 
this  preliminary  plan,  it  will  avoid  costly  recon- 
structions and  twice-paid  work,  which  are  the 
inevitable  result  when  temporary,  cheap  treat- 
ment is  made  instead  of  definitive  work." 

The  Logan  Square  work  now  in  progress  carries 
out  M.  Greber's  plans  for  that  division.  It  is  ear- 
nestly recommended  that  the  plans  be  adopted  in 
their  entirety,  without  delay. 

In  graceful  recognition  of  the  employment  by  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  of  M.  Greber  for  this  work,  the 


French  Government  is  having  a  Gobelin  tapestry 
specially  designed  and  woven  as  a  gift  to  the  City. 

Designs  for  a  number  of  buildings  that  will  front 
upon  the  Parkway,  most  of  them  more  or  less  tem- 
porary in  character,  were  considered  by  the  Art 
Jury  during  the  year.  It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Art 
Jury  to  determine  the  use  to  which  such  buildings 
are  to  be  put,  its  function  being  that  of  passing  upon 
designs  only.  In  view  of  the  temporary  character 
of  the  buildings,  the  Art  Jury  approved  the  designs 
as  those  for  "temporary  structures  only,"  it  being 
recognized  that  the  Parkway  is  now  necessarily  in 
a  transition  state. 

The  excellence  of  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance 
of  Councils  of  March  21,  1917,  as  amended  July  10, 
1917,  governing  the  character  and  occupancy  of 
buildings  upon  the  Parkway,  has  been  illustrated 
by  submissions  having  to  do  with  signs.  Several 
roof  signs  have  been  submitted  and  have,  of  course, 
been  disapproved,  as  being  contrary  to  that  ordi- 
nance. It  would  have  been  a  great  detriment  to  the 
Parkway  to  have  had  such  signs  visible  from  it. 


Owing  to  the  action  of  the  Federal  Fuel  Admin- 
istration in  enforcing  a  restricted  use  of  electric 
signs,  the  number  of  applications  during  the  year 
was  considerably  diminished.  We  note  that  there 
has  been  some  improvement  in  the  appearance  of 
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the  streets  of  the  city,  owing  to  a  slight  reduction 
in  the  number  of  sidewalk  obstructions  both  over- 
head and  on  the  surface.  There  is  need,  however, 
for  the  passage  of  the  comprehensive  ordinance  con- 
cerning these  street  obstructions,  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Works,  to  which  we  have 
heretofore  made  reference.  This  would  regulate 
marquises  and  awnings  as  well.  We  take  pleasure 
in  quoting  the  following  from  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Bureau  of  Highways : 

"Building  material  placed  upon  the  streets  has 
always  presented  an  unsightly  appearance  and  in 
the  central  portion  of  the  City  has  interfered 
seriously  with  the  movement  of  traflSc.  Under 
authority  of  the  ordinance  approved  July  10, 
1917,  the  placing  of  building  material  on  the 
streets  in  the  section  lying  between  Spring  Gar- 
den and  South  Streets  and  the  rivers,  and  also  on 
Broad  Street  between  Lehigh  Avenue  and  Wash- 
ington Avenue,  has  been  prohibited,  and,  while 
at  first  this  ordinance  inflicted  a  hardship  upon 
the  builders  in  this  restricted  district,  many  large 
buildings  are  now  being  constructed  without  any 
material  being  placed  upon  the  highways,  and 
the  builders  have  generally  found  that  they  could 
readily  adjust  their  methods  of  construction  to 
meet  the  new  requirements. 

"The  prohibition  of  advertising  signs  on  foot- 
way shelter  platforms  has  resulted  in  an  im- 
proved appearance  of  these  structures,  which 
have  in  the  past  been  covered  with  advertising 
matter  and  when  unsightly  have  created  a  very 
unfavorable  condition.  The  Art  Jury  has  co- 
operated with  the  Bureau  of  Highways  in  ap- 
proving standard  designs  and  painting  for  these 


structures  and  many  of  the  better-class  builders 
now  appreciate  the  desirability  of  improving 
street  conditions  and  have  co-operated  with  the 
bureau  in  its  desire  to  keep  the  streets  unob- 
structed and  well  appearing." 

In  line  with  the  general  development  of  better 
street  fixtures,  the  United  Gas  Improvement  Com- 
pany has  submitted  designs  for  a  concrete  lamp- 
post. A  design  was  approved,  subject  to  the  sub- 
mission of  a  model;  the  model  was  then  submitted 
and  approved  preliminarily,  "reserving  final  action 
until  after  from  ten  to  twenty  of  the  posts  shall  have 
been  erected  along  a  street."  We  reproduce  a 
photograph  of  the  design.  This  marks  a  decided 
advance.  The  lantern  can  be  much  improved,  but 
no  design  has  yet  been  submitted  to  the  Art  Jurj^ 


The  ability  of  cities  to  protect  themselves  against 
the  nuisance  of  bill-boards,  even  though  erected  on 
private  property,  has  been  greatly  furthered.  Cities 
may  now  absolutely  forbid  all  bill-boards  in  residen- 
tial sections.  This  is  the  important  result  of  the 
decision  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
in  Cusack  vs.  Chicago,  242  U.  S.  526.  The  City  of 
Chicago  passed  an  ordinance  forbidding  the  erec- 
tion of  bill-boards  in  residential  sections.  The 
Supreme  Court  held  this  constitutional  and,  further, 
that  the  inclusion  in  the  ordinance  of  a  proviso,  by 
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which,  if  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  residents 
on  a  block  were  obtained,  a  bill-board  could  be 
erected,  did  not  render  the  ordinance  invalid. 
Owing  to  the  inclusion  of  that  pro\asion  in  the  ordi- 
nance, it  has  been  thought  that  bill-boards  may  be 
prevented  only  if  such  a  provision  is  included;  but 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  is  that  the  ordi- 
nance is  valid,  not  because  of  the  inclusion  of  that 
provision,  but  in  spite  of  it. 

It  was  not  necessarj'^  in  this  case  to  decide 
whether  an  ordinance  flatly  prohibiting  all  signs 
visible  from  the  highway,  even  though  they  be 
located  in  business  sections  or  in  unbuilt  areas, 
would  be  valid;  to  avoid  any  question,  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  has  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  its  Constitution: 

"Advertising  on  public  ways,  in  public  places 
and  on  private  property  icithin  public  view  may  be 
regulated  and  restricted  by  law." 

The  Art  Jury  recommends  that  an  ordinance  be 
passed  forbidding  the  erection  of  bill-boards  wdthin 
the  residential  sections  of  Philadelphia  and  on  all 
property  fronting  on  parks  or  parkways.  We  are 
fully  aware  of  the  decision  in  Brj^an  vs.  Chester, 
212  Pa.  259;  but  that  case  was  decided  before  the 
recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  which  over-rules  it.  We  further  recommend 
the  adoption  of  an  amendment  to  the  State  Con- 
stitution like  that  of  Massachusetts. 
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Restoration  of  Paintings 


During  the  year  action  was  taken  on  submissions 
concerning  the  restoration  of  paintings  in  the  In- 
dependence Hall  Collection  and  the  John  G.  John- 
son Collection.  The  matter  excited  some  malicious 
comments,  due  largely  to  the  lack  of  public  appre- 
ciation of  what  "restoration''  means.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  it  means  to  make  a  painting  look  as 
though  it  had  just  come  fresh  from  the  brush  of  the 
artist.  This  is  an  entirely  erroneous  view,  The 
purpose  is  not  to  produce  what  some  restorer  thinks 
the  painter  originally  intended,  or,  at  least,  should 
have  intended;  but  it  does  mean  to  remove  dust 
and  spots  and  other  blemishes  from  the  painting  and 
to  fill  up  holes. 

Cases  have  been  brought  to  our  attention,  where 
restorers  have  removed  eighty  or  ninety  per  cent, 
of  the  value  of  paintings  along  with  the  removal  of 
the  dirt  and  the  addition  of  their  own  ideas  of  what 
the  painter  should  have  done. 

The  City  of  Philadelphia  must  secure  the  best 
results  in  restoration  work,  quite  regardless  of 
where  the  most  competent  restorers  may  happen  to 
live.  Without  the  assurance  that  the  greatest  skill 
will  always  be  employed  on  such  work,  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  private  collectors  will  ever  be  dis- 
posed to  make  the  City  their  beneficiary. 
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Conditional  Gifts  Undesirable 

During  the  year  a  small  collection,  which  con- 
tained a  few  desirable  paintings,  was  left  to  the 
City  with  the  following  condition: 

"I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia *  *  *  ail  my  paintings,  pictures,  por- 
traits, jades,  ivories,  Japanese  and  Chinese 
curios  *  *  *  ,  the  whole  collection,  however, 
to  be  kept  in  one  room  or  section  or  part  of  a 
room,  together  and  by  each  other,  and  not  to  be 
scattered  or  mixed  with  other  articles  or  ex- 
hibits." 

The  Art  Jurj^  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Art  Jury,  without  ex- 
pressing any  opinion  as  to  the  artistic  value  of 
any  of  the  articles  embraced  in  the  collection  of 
pictures,  jades,  ivories  and  other  works  of  art, 
bequeathed  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia  by  the 
Will  of  *  *  *  ,  disapproves  of  its  acceptance 
by  the  City  on  the  terms  set  forth  in  the  Will." 

And,  in  support  of  this  action,  the  Art  Jury  ex- 
pressed its  views  as  follows: 

"It  is  always  a  matter  of  regret,  when  a  testa- 
tor undertakes  to  impose  upon  a  gift  of  works  of 
art  a  condition  that  the  collection  shall  be  kept 
intact  and  none  of  the  articles  in  the  collection  be 
grouped  with  other  articles  for  exhibition  pur- 
poses. Public  authorities  in  charge  of  a  museum 
should  be  trusted  to  arrange  the  collections  in 
their  charge,  so  as  to  exhibit  them  to  the  best 
advantage,  and  donors  of  even  the  most  valuable 
articles  should  not  attempt  to  tie  the  hands  of  the 
custodians  by  limiting  their  discretion  in  such  a 
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manner.  It  is  always  possible  to  give  due  credit 
to  the  generosity  of  the  donor  by  a  suitable  label 
on  each  article  in  a  collection,  but,  whether  two 
or  more  articles  should  be  exhibited  together  in 
one  room,  must  be  determined  by  other  consider- 
ations than  the  accident  that  they  may  at  one 
time  have  belonged  to  one  collector." 

As  an  example  of  a  desirable  form  of  gift  of 
paintings,  we  quote  from  a  paper  by  Robert  W.  de 
Forest,  President  of  the  Art  Commission  of  the  City 
of  New  York  and  also  President  of  the  Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Art,  concerning  the  bequest  of  Isaac  D. 
Fletcher,  which  contains  quotations  from  a  portion 
of  his  Will: 

"Isaac  D.  Fletcher's  bequest  to  the  Museum 
is  notable  for  the  number  of  works  of  art  it  in- 
cludes; It  is  even  more  notable  for  the  amount  of 
money  given.  But  it  is  most  notable  for  the 
delicate  line  which  he  has  drawn  between  his 
strong  desire  to  make  his  collection  a  permanent 
memorial  to  his  wife  and  himself  by  keeping  it 
together,  and  his  recognition  of  the  inexpediency 
of  making  the  acceptance  of  his  gifts  conditional 
upon  carrying  out  that  desire  as  a  legal  obliga- 
tion. Legally,  his  bequest  is  absolute;  but  his 
making  it  absolute  while  expressing  a  strong  de- 
sire puts  upon  the  Museum  the  strongest  obliga- 
tion of  honor  to  meet  that  desire  to  the  farthest 
extent  consistent  with  wise  museum  policy. 

"The  amount  of  Mr.  Fletcher's  residuary 
estate,  which  passes  to  the  Museum  under  his 
will,  is  not  as  yet  definitely  ascertained.  It  is  un- 
questionably over  $3,000,000.  But  the  terms  of 
his  will,  which  seems  to  be  a  model  in  drawing  the 
delicate  line  referred  to,  can  now  be  precisely 
stated  and  read  as  follows: 
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*I  give  and  bequeath  to  The  Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Art  all  my  objects  of  art,  whether 
in  my  residence.  No.  2  East  Seventy-ninth 
Street,  in  the  Borough  of  Manhattan,  City  of 
New  York,  or  elsewhere,  which  the  Museum 
may  select  for  exhibition  as  a  permanent  part 
of  its  collections.  By  giving  this  opportunity 
of  selection  to  the  Museum,  I  wish  not  only  to 


Elevated  Railway  Station  in  Frankford.  Approved.  Instead 
of  placing  the  station  building  over  the  street,  darkening 
it  and  blocking  it,  the  Department  of  City  Transit 
adopted  the  recommendation  of  the  Art  Jury, 
that  abutting  property  should  be  purchased 
for  the  building. 

include  in  my  gift  all  objects  of  art  which 
should  appropriately  form  part  of  the  per- 
manent collections  of  the  Museum,  but  to  sep- 
arate therefrom  any  which  may  be  deemed  un- 
suitable by  the  Museum  for  such  purpose.  I 
use  the  term  "objects  of  art"  in  its  broadest 
sense,  intending  thereby  to  include  pictures, 
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statuary,  sculpture,  ceramics,  textiles,  metal 
work,  and  all  objects  of  a  character  included 
in  the  collections  of  the  Museum. 

'It  is  my  earnest  desire  that  all  the  objects 
included  in  this  gift  shall  be  exhibited  in  the 
Museum,  grouped  together  in  some  special 
gallery  or  galleries. 

*It  is  also  my  desire  that  such  part  of  my 
collection  as  the  Museum  shall  select  for  per- 
manent exhibition  shall  be  exhibited  in  its  en- 
tirety separate  from  other  exhibits,  in  some 
gallery  or  galleries  to  be  temporarily  set  apart 
by  the  Museum  for  this  purpose,  for  a  period 
of  not  less  than  one  year. 

'I  do  not  intend  that  this  expression  of  my 
desires  shall  constitute  a  condition  upon  this 
bequest,  nor  constitute  a  legal  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  Museum  to  comply  therewith,  but 
the  assembling  of  these  objects  of  art  has  been 
the  result  of  many  years  of  effort  on  the  part  of 
my  wife,  now  deceased,  and  myself;  and  it  is 
my  very  earnest  desire  and  expectation  that 
this  bequest  shall  be  maintained  as  a  memorial 
especially  to  her,  and  I  rely  upon  the  high  char- 
acter of  the  Trustees  directing  the  Museum, 
that  they  will  fully  meet  my  wishes  in  provid- 
ing as  dignified,  safe  and  permanent  exhibi- 
tion of  my  collection  as  shall  be  practicable.' 

"Mr.  Fletcher  has  evidently  carefully  thought 
out  his  bequest  to  the  Museum,  both  on  his  own 
side  and  that  of  the  Museum  Trustees.  It  would 
seem  that  he  has  considered  quite  as  much  the 
duties  of  Museum  Trustees  as  his  own  wishes. 
Nothing  could  be  plainer  than  his  strong  expres- 
sion of  desire  to  form  a  permanent  memorial  col- 
lection, shown  separately  from  other  museum 
exhibits.  On  the  other  hand,  he  has  no  less 
clearly  recognized  the  limitations  imposed  on 
Museum  Trustees  in  carrying  out  such  a  desire. 
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"His  desire  that  this  collection  shall  form  a 
permanent  memorial  to  himself  and  his  wife  and 
be  kept  together  in  a  gallery  which  shall  bear  his 
and  her  name  is  a  very  natural  and  proper  desire 
on  the  part  of  any  donor.  None  of  us  should  be 
ashamed  of  wishing  to  be  remembered  as  public 
benefactors.  It  is  the  motive  that  underlies  many 
great  and  useful  public  gifts  of  the  present  and 
past  generations.  None  the  less,  Mr.  Fletcher 


Outshore  Elevation  of  McKean  Street  Pier.  Approved. 


recognized  the  limitations  which  all  great  public 
art  museums  must  observe  in  accepting  gifts  of 
this  character,  and  the  obligation  of  such  mu- 
seums, having  in  mind  prospective  growth,  not 
to  tie  their  hands  in  the  future  so  as  to  prevent 
them  from  classifying  their  collections  properly 
and  displaying  them  as  a  balanced  whole.  Only 
thus  can  such  museums  best  accomplish  their 
fundamental  educational  purpose. 
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"Mr.  Fletcher's  compromise  between  his  wish 
and  his  sense  of  public  duty  undoubtedly  evi- 
dences the  conclusion  of  a  conscientious  and 
thoughtful  man  in  this  conflict  of  purposes.  It 
would  have  been  quite  possible  for  Mr.  Fletcher 
to  have  turned  his  own  New  York  house  into  a 
museum  and  endowed  it  so  amply  with  his  resid- 
uary estate  as  to  provide  for  future  maintenance. 
He  could  have  done  this  either  by  creating  an 
independent  institution  with  trustees  of  his  own 
selection,  or  he  could  have  left  his  collection  and 
his  house  to  the  Metropolitan  Museum  to  be 
managed  by  its  trustees  with  income  which  he 
would  provide.  In  such  case,  by  either  method, 
he  would  have  gained  a  more  exclusive  memorial 
but  at  the  sacrifice  of  a  greater  public  benefit. 
For  unless  the  purpose  of  a  museum  be  solely  to 
charm  the  aesthetic  sense  like  a  tastefully  fur- 
nished room,  its  usefulness  depends  largely  upon 
the  scientific  arrangement  of  its  collections  as  a 
whole.  Not  that  in  scientific  arrangement  the 
aesthetic  should  be  ignored  but  that  it  should  be 
properly  subordinated  to  principles  of  period, 
nationality,  and  material.  Only  by  such  an  ar- 
rangement can  the  historical  development  of  art 
and  the  relation  of  different  countries  to  the  de- 
velopment of  art  be  illustrated. 

"It  may  be  pertinently  asked  how  far  the 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  and  for  that  mat- 
ter any  like  institution,  can  recognize  the  natural 
desire  of  donors  for  some  lasting  recognition  of 
their  gifts  without  impairing  scientific  installa- 
tion, present  and  prospective.  The  action  of  the 
Metropolitan,  taken  promptly  after  Mr.  Flet- 
cher's will  was  made  public,  indicates  this.  It  can 
label  every  object  with  the  donor's  name.  It  can 
group  together  objects  which  naturally  belong 
together  and  are  likely  to  remain  together  and 
give  them  a  group  label.  It  can  recognize  the 
donor  in  its  catalogues  and  handbooks.  It  can 


exhibit  a  new  collection  as  an  entirety  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  as  it  intends  to  do  with  Mr.  Fletcher's 
collection.  It  can  even  give  a  donor's  name  to  a 
gallery,  as  it  has  done  in  the  case  of  Henry  G. 
Marquand.  But  it  cannot  wisely  prevent  the 
proper  arrangement  of  its  growing  collections  as 
an  integral  whole  by  accepting  gifts  conditioned 
on  perpetual  segregation." 


Improvements  to  South  Second  Street 


The  City  of  Philadelphia  has  heretofore  been 
particularly  rich  in  buildings  of  both  historic  and 
architectural  interest.  With  the  growth  of  the  city, 
however,  these  old  landmarks  gradually  disappear. 
It  is  desirable  that  certain  typical  examples  of  them 
should  be  preserved.  Among  important  structures 
of  the  kind  is  the  Head  House  of  the  South  Second 
Street  Markets.  A  careful  consideration  of  the  mat- 
ter has  led  the  Art  Jury  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
desirable  to  restore  the  Head  House  to  its  original 
condition  and  to  restore  the  market  sheds,  stop- 
ping, however,  all  commercial  use  of  the  portion  of 
the  structure  that  lies  between  Pine  Street  and 
Lombard  Street.  The  section  below  Lombard 
Street,  which  is  at  present  used  as  a  market-house, 
should  give  way  to  a  grass  plot,  which  is  greatly 
needed  in  this  location.  More  sanitary  markets  can 
then  be  provided  by  private  initiative  elsewhere. 


Markets 
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Buildings  and  Bridges 


An  important  submission  was  the  design  for  the 
Kingsessing  Branch  Library,  located  in  Kingsessing 
Recreation  Park.  The  Art  Jury  approved  a  design 
of  the  front  elevation,  revised  to  make  it  conform 
more  closely  with  that  of  the  Recreation  Building. 

An  interesting  study  for  a  Fire  Station,  suggest- 
ing in  general  outline  a  reproduction  of  the  Inde- 
pendence Hall  group  of  buildings,  was  submitted  to 
the  Art  Jury  and  approved. 

The  Art  Jury  has  constantly  referred  in  its  re- 
ports to  the  influence  of  bridges  upon  the  appear- 
ance of  a  city.  Perhaps  in  no  case  could  a  more 
spectacular  example  of  this  influence  be  found  than 
is  offered  by  the  new  Pennsylvania  Railroad  bridge 
over  the  Schuylkill  at  Manayunk.  The  photo- 
graphs herewith  produced,  showing  the  former 
bridge  and  the  new  one,  suggest  what  a  well-de- 
signed bridge  may  do  for  a  locality,  in  sharp  con- 
trast with  the  degrading  influence  of  an  ugly  one. 

The  colour  of  paint,  prescribed  in  a  number  of 
cases  for  railroad  bridges  over  highways,  having 
proved  very  satisfactory  in  lightening  the  appear- 
ance of  the  structures  and  in  improving  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  neighborhood,  the  Art  Jury 
adopted  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Art  Jury  recommends 
to  the  Chiefs  of  the  Bureaus  of  Highways  and  of 
Surveys  that,  whenever  a  railroad  or  highway 
bridge  over  a  street  requires  re-painting,  it  shall 


be  painted  a  uniform  cream  gray,  to  match  the 
colour  already  approved  by  the  Art  Jury." 


Monuments  and  Posters 


A  monument,  that  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  in  America,  is  the  statue  of  Thorfinn 
Karlsefni,  by  Einar  Jonsson,  of  Iceland.  This 
statue,  now  being  cast  in  bronze,  is  to  be  erected  by 
J.  Bunford  Samuel,  Esq.,  on  the  East  River  Drive, 
Fairmount  Park. 

Among  the  interesting  and  attractive  designs 
acted  upon  during  the  year  was  that  for  the  Mallery 
Memorial  Fountain,  which  was  approved  for  erec- 
tion in  Athletic  Playground. 


There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia, like  every  other  city,  town  and  hamlet  of 
America,  will  have  presented  to  it  many  designs  for 
War  Memorials.  Only  those  projects  that  actually 
reach  the  stage  of  design  will  be  submitted  to  the 
Art  Jury.  All  memorials  are  intended  to  endure  as 
long  as  the  city  lasts  and,  therefore,  quality  in  the 
product  is  desirable,  rather  than  quickness  in  the 
production  of  that  product. 

There  is  danger  that  some  ill-advised  purchases 
may  be  made,  without  realization  that  all  such 
memorials  will  have  to  be  submitted  to  the  Jury. 
The  Art  Jury  has  heretofore  had  experience  of 


War  Memorials 


33 


Former  grade  crossing  at  Allegheny  Avenue,  east  of  Nine- 
teenth Street. 
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patriotic  people  subscribing  small  sums  to  a  fund, 
which  may  amount  to  several  hundreds  of  dollars, 
for  a  thing  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  exhibit 
in  a  public  place.  Usually  adept  salesmen  for  some 
stone-cutting  company  or  cemetery  monument- 
maker  have  induced  individuals  to  buy  their  wares. 
It  is  in  nearly  every  such  case  true  that  the  article 
offered  is  wretched  in  conception  and  execution 


Private  bridge  across  Allegheny  Avenue  alongside  of  railroad 
bridge.    Approved.    This  and  the  two  preceding  views 
show  the  steady  progress  the  City  is  making. 

and  is  altogether  unfit.  The  Art  Jury  can,  in  such 
cases,  only  regret  that  the  patriotic  impulse  has 
been  made  use  of  by  scheming  salesmen,  to  secure 
commercial  profit.  This  regret,  however,  does  not 
permit  the  Jury  to  give  its  sanction  to  the  erection 
of  things  which  are  unworthy.  This  is  true  in  gen- 
eral; it  is  especially  true  in  the  case  of  memorials  of 
men,  who  in  the  War  just  closing  have  fought  for 
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the  freedom  of  the  world.  Their  purposes  and  their 
ideals  were  so  high,  so  noble,  so  heroic,  that  nothing 
but  the  best  can  be  approved  by  the  Art  Jury. 

The  matter  is  referred  to  at  this  time,  so  that 
every  division  and  sub-division  of  the  city  may 
understand  that,  no  matter  how  inconspicuous  a 
location  is  proposed  for  a  monument,  the  fact  that 
it  may  have  been  already  bought  or  contracted  for 
will  not  be  allowed  by  the  Jury  to  weigh  in  the 
balance  in  favour  of  its  approval.  The  Art  Jury 
especially  cautions  the  public  against  acceptance  of 
the  stock-pattern,  ready-made  monuments,  which 
are  already  being  advertised. 

Another  point,  to  which  the  Jury  calls  attention, 
is  the  objection  to  advertising  on  the  monument 
the  individual,  the  concern,  the  association  or  or- 
ganization that  erects  it.  Heretofore,  throughout 
America,  monuments  have  frequently  been  erected 
to  this  or  to  that  hero,  apparently  not  so  much  to 
honour  the  hero,  as  to  advertise  the  fact  that  such 
and  such  an  organization  exists.  This  is  done  by 
taking  up  a  quarter  or  a  half  of  the  inscription  with 
the  name  of  the  organization,  sometimes  including 
the  names  of  its  officers.  If  the  compelling  motive 
of  the  proponents  of  the  monument  is  really  patri- 
otic, they  will  not  want  such  advertisement.  If, 
however,  their  compelling  motive  is  merely  to  ad- 
vertise themselves,  refusal  to  permit  such  adver- 
tisement will  probably  end  the  matter;  and  it  is  to 
be  noted  that  it  is  in  cases,  where  the  personal- 
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advertising  motive  is  in  the  ascendant,  that  the 
worst  designs  are  apt  to  be  produced. 

The  membership  of  the  Art  Jury  has  continued 
the  same  during  the  year,  Mr.  Leslie  W.  Miller,  the 
representative  of  the  Pennsylvania  Museum  and 
School  of  Industrial  Art,  and  Mr.  Hugh  H.  Breck- 
enridge,  painter,  whose  terms  had  expired,  having 
been  reappointed  by  your  Honour  and  confirmed 
by  the  Select  Council. 

During  the  year,  ninety-nine  new  submissions 
were  made  to  the  Art  Jury  and,  in  addition,  four- 
teen submissions,  made  prior  to  January  1,  1918, 
were  considered. 

A  list  of  all  matters  submitted  to  or  considered  by 
the  Jurj"  during  the  year  is  appended  hereto. 

On  behalf  of  the  Art  Jury: 


Joseph  E.  Widener, 

President. 


Philadelphia,  February  3,  1919. 
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APPENDIX 


MATTERS  SUBMITTED  OR  CONSIDERED  IN  1918 

For  action ,  on  submissions  made  and  finally 
passed  upon  before  January  1,  1918,  see  previous 
Reports.  The  following  list  covers  the  plans  and 
designs  submitted  before  January  1, 1918,  but  con- 
sidered after  that  date,  as  well  as  those  submitted 
during  1918,  whether  finally  disposed  of  or  not. 
Revised  plans  are  frequently  requested.  This  list 
gives  only  the  final  action,  where  such  action  has 
been  taken. 


429    Relocation  of  Several  of  the  City  Hall  Plaza 

Statues.  Pending. 
575    South  Street  Bridge  over  the  Schuylkill 

River.  Pending. 

638  Frankf ord  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  S.  W. 

corner  Kensington  and  Allegheny  Avenues. 
Substituted  plans  approved,  with  recom- 
mendation. 

639  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  N.  E. 

corner  Kensington  and  Allegheny  Avenues. 
Substituted  plans  approved. 

665  Restoration  of  Certain  Portraits,  Indepen- 
dence Hall  Collection.  Pending. 

683  Marquise  for  Building  Nos.  1528-30-32 
Spruce  Street.  Disapproved. 


SUBMIB- 
810N  No. 
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774  Mallery  Memorial  Fountain.  Revised  design 
of  inscription  approved,  with  condition. 

776  Private  Bridge  Across  Delaware  Avenue, 
south  of  Porter  Street.  Pending. 

778  Separation  of  "Objects  of  Personal  Use  and 
Ornament"  from  "Objects  of  Household 
Use  and  Adornment,"  bequeathed  by  the 
late  John  G.  Johnson.  List  determined, 
distinguishing  one  class  from  the  other. 

780  Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  615-617  Fitzwater 
Street.  Disapproved. 

790  Electric  Sign  for  No.  4261  Frankford  Avenue. 
Revised  design  and  location  approved. 

793  Electric  Sign  for  N.  W.  corner  Sixth  Street 
and  Girard  Avenue.  Location  and  revised 
design  approved. 

795  Alterations  and  Additions  to  Building  of 
Chemical  Engine  Company  No.  6,  Bustle- 
ton.  Revised  design  approved. 

808  Flagpole  for  Fortieth  Street  and  Lancaster 

Avenue — afterwards  location  requested  for 
Thirty-seventh  Street  and  Powelton  and 
Lancaster  Avenues.  Design  approved,  with 
reservation ;  changed  location  approved. 

809  Electric  Sign  for  No.  329  South  Broad  Street. 

Approved. 

810  Automobile  Show  Room,  Nos.  1712-14  Race 

Street.  Revised  plans  approved,  with  com- 
ment. 

811  Electric  Sign  for  N.  W.  corner  62d  and  Pine 

Streets.  Revised  design  approved;  re- 
revised  location  approved. 

812  Sign  for  Building  Platform  at  Nos.  1211-15 

Chestnut  Street.  Lower  part  of  sign  ap- 
proved, with  condition;  upper  part  of  sign 
disapproved. 
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813  Electric  Sign  for  No.  3310  Woodland  Avenue. 

Disapproved. 

814  Greber's  Plans  for  Parkway.  Revised  plans 

approved. 

815  Copy  of  Statue  of  Liberty  for  temporary  erec- 

tion in  South  Penn  Square.  As  temporary 
structure,  design  approved;  location  ap- 
proved, but  other  location  recommended. 

816  Kingsessing  Branch  Library  (Free  Library  of 

Philadelphia).  Design  and  location  of 
building  approved;  plan  requested  showing 
revised  location  of  path. 

817  Temporary  Sign  for  North  Entrance  to  City 

Hall.  Approved. 

818  Improvements  to  South  Second  Street  Mar- 

kets. Pending. 

819  Change  of  Location  of  Electric  Sign  at  No. 

1029  Market  Street.  Disapproved. 

820  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1204  Chestnut  Street. 

Disapproved. 

821  Electric  Sign  for  S.  W.  corner  21st  and  Lud- 

low Streets.  Approved,  with  conditions. 

822  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station,  S.  W. 

Side  Somerset  Street.  Approved. 

823  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station,  S.  E. 

Side  Somerset  Street.  Approved. 

824  Electric  Sign  for  No.  5  South  Tenth  Street. 

Disapproved.  Suggestion  made  for  revised 
design  and  location. 

825  Dwellings  on  Wingohocking  Street  between 

Thirteenth  Street  and  York  Road.  Re- 
vised designs  approved. 

826  P.  R.  T.  Company's  Shelter  Shed  and  Turn- 

stiles (Temporary),  N.  E.  corner  Broad 
Street  and  Government  Avenue.  Approved 
as  temporary  structure. 
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827  Temporary  Barricade  in  Front  of  No.  1027 

Market  Street.  Approved,  with  modifica- 
tion. 

828  Alterations  and  Additions  to  Private  Bridge 

Across  Fourth  Street,  south  of  Montgom- 
ery Avenue.  Approved. 

829  Electric  Sign  for  No.  19  North  Fifty-second 

Street.  Approved. 

830  Food  Administration  Signs.  Designs  and  lo- 

cations for  numerous  signs  were  approved, 
with  and  without  modifications,  and  in  some 
cases  were  disapproved. 

831  Private  Bridge  Across  Orianna  Street,  near 

Third.  Revised  design  approved. 

832  Marquise  over  Entrance  Doors,  No.  215 

South  Broad  Street.  Disapproved. 

833  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1632  Market  Street 

(Regent  Theatre).  Design  approved,  with 
exception,  and  with  condition  of  revised 
location. 

834  Electric  Sign  for  No.  333  Market  Street. 

Disapproved. 

835  Restoration  of  Ten  Portraits,  Independence 

Hall  Collection.  Pending. 

836  Parkway  Front  for  Nos.  118-122  North  Sev- 

enteenth Street.  Approved. 

837  Liberty  Loan  Signs  for  East  and  West  En- 

trances to  City  Hall.  Locations  of  both 
signs  approved;  Design  of  sign  for  West 
Entrance  approved,  with  recommenda- 
tions; design  of  sign  for  East  Entrance  ap- 
proved. 

838  Alterations  to  Building  No.  1513  Filbert 

Street.  Revised  plan  approved,  as  tem- 
porary structure. 
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839  Fire  Engine  and  Truck  Station,  Eighty-sec- 

ond Street  and  Tinicum  Avenue.  Three 
plans  approved;  revised  plan  for  Front 
.   Elevation  approved. 

840  Two  Electric  Signs  for  Building  at  N.  E.  cor- 

ner Broad  and  Walnut  Streets.  Disap- 
proved. 

841  Two  Electric  Signs  for  Building  at  N.  E. 

corner  Thirteenth  and  Market  Streets. 
Disapproved. 

842  Statue,  "Liberty  Crowning  Washington,"  for 

Independence  Hall.  Acceptance  by  City 
not  recommended. 

843  Electric  Sign  for  No.  2443  Kensington  Ave- 

nue. Approved. 

844  Gas  Main  under  Passyunk  Avenue  Bridge. 

Re-revised  plans  approved. 

845  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  N.  E. 

corner  Front  Street  and  Girard  Avenue. 
Approved. 

846  Frankford  Elevated  Station  at  N.  W.  comer 

Front  Street  and  Girard  Avenue.  Ap- 
proved. 

847  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  S.  E. 

comer  Front  and  York  Streets.  Approved. 

848  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  S.  W. 

comer  Front  and  Dauphin  Streets.  Ap- 
proved. 

849  Two  Marquises  for  Building  at  the  N.  E.  cor- 

ner Thirteenth  and  Market  Streets.  Dis- 
approved. 

850  Restoration  of  Paintings  of  the  John  G.  John- 

son Collection.  Pending. 

851  Temporary  Banner  across  Chestnut  Street, 

east  of  Broad  Street  (patriotic  purpose). 
Approved. 
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852 

853 
854 
855 
856 

857 

858 
859 
860 
861 
862 

863 

864 
865 


Inscriptions  for  Four  Bronze  Reliefs  for  Ped- 
estal of  Thorfinn  Karlsefni  Memorial. 
Pending. 

Wharton  Street  Bridge  over  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad.  Revised  plans  approved. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  902  Chestnut  Street. 
Approved. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  1638  Market  Street. 
Revised  design  and  location  approved. 

Alteration  to  Flag-Pole,  Chestnut  Street, 
Front  of  Caldwell  Store,  Widener  Building. 
Approved,  with  condition. 

Two  Electric  Signs  for  Building  at  Broad  and 
Manning  Streets.  Revised  design  of  one 
sign  approved;  location  approved,  with 
condition.  Action  on  second  sign  pending. 

Marquise  for  Broadway  Theatre,  South 
Broad  Street.  Disapproved. 

Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  629-31  Courtland 
Street.  Approved,  with  condition. 

Restoration  of  Nineteen  Portraits,  Indepen- 
dence Hall  Collection.  Pending. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  2959  Kensington  Ave- 
nue. Submission  not  completed. 

United  Gas  Improvement  Company's  Lamp 
Posts.  Approved,  for  erection  on  certain 
specified  streets. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  511  South  Twentieth 
Street.  Design  approved;  revised  location 
approved. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  2803  Kensington  Ave- 
nue. Approved. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  on  line  of  Con- 
necting Railway  over  Frankford  Avenue. 
Approved,  with  conditions. 
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866 
867 

868 
869 

870 
871 


872 

873 
874 


Alterations  to  Marquises  at  No.  1200  Market 
Street.  Approved,  with  condition. 

Bequest  to  City  of  Henry  B.  Ashmead  Collec- 
tion. Acceptance  not  recommended,  be- 
cause of  terms  of  Will,  as  see  text  of  report. 

Signal  Mast  Brackets  for  Fifty-fourth  Street 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge.  Approved. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  2135  North  Front 
Street.  No  objection  to  design,  but  loca- 
tion disapproved. 

Two  Signs  for  Parkway  Region,  No.  1513 
Filbert  Street.  Disapproved. 

Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Temporary  Con- 
nectmg  Passage  Enclosures  and  Temporary 
Platform  Railings  for  Six  Stations.  Plat- 
form Railings  and  Connecting  Passage  En- 
closures approved,  as  temporary  structures, 
for  Girard  Avenue  Station,  Dauphin- York 
Streets  Station,  Somerset  Street  Station, 
Allegheny  Avenue  Station,  Ruan-Church 
Streets  Station,  Orthodox-Margaret  Streets 
Station.  Under  passage  approved,  as  per- 
manent structure,  at  Dauphin- York  Streets 
Station. 

Two  Signs  Advertising  War  Savings  Stamps, 
west  side  of  Broad  Street,  at  corners  of  Fil- 
bert and  Arch  Streets.  Locations  disap- 
proved; suggestion  made  as  to  revised  de- 
signs and  locations. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Footbridge  across 
Filbert  Street  at  No.  1727  Filbert  Street. 
Approved,  as  temporary  structure,  with 
condition  and  recommendation. 

Billboard  for  Eastern  Rubber  Company  along 
Boulevard.  Submission  not  completed. 
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875 
876 

877 
878 

879 

880 

881 

882 

883 

884 
885 

886 


"Car-Stop"  Signals  of  Philadelphia  Rapid 
Transit  Company.  Original  and  substi- 
tuted plans  approved. 

Rewiring  of  Two  Electric  Signs  at  No.  1307 
Market  Street.  Rewiring  of  sign  flat 
against  the  building  approved;  rewiring  of 
projecting  sign  disapproved. 

Signs  on  Parkway,  Front  of  Nos.  1712-14 
Race  Street.  Revised  designs  approved. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  over  River 
Road,  Fairmount  Park,  for  Additional 
Track  for  Belmont  Branch.  Approved, 
with  conditions. 

Signboard  for  Anna  M.  Ross  Square,  Tenth 
and  Clearfield  Streets.  Design  approved, 
location  disapproved. 

Concrete  Lamp-post  for  United  Gas  Improve- 
ment Company.  Design  approved;  loca- 
tions on  certain  specified  streets  approved. 

Frame  for  War  Map,  Bulletin  Building,  N.  E. 
corner  of  Filbert  and  Juniper  Streets.  De- 
sign approved;  revised  location  approved. 

Extension  of  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Rail- 
way Bridge  over  Ridge  Avenue  at  Laurel 
Hill  Station.  Approved. 

Conduit  Construction  for  Telephone  Wires, 
Market  Street  Bridge,  over  the  Schuylkill 
River.  Approved,  with  condition. 

Police,  Patrol  and  Fire  Station  at  Twenty- 
fourth,  Ritner  and  Wolf  Streets.  Approved. 

Marquise  for  Building  at  N.  W.  corner  Fifty- 
second  and  Walnut  Streets.  Disapproved, 
with  recommendation. 

Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Brackets  for 
Single-Column  Bents,  Frankford  Avenue, 
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887 
888 
889 
890 

891 

892 
893 

894 

895 

896 
897 

898 


between  Church  and  Dyre  Streets.  Ap 


Electric  Sign  for  No.  2741  Germantown  Ave- 
nue. Approved,  with  condition. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  1524  Delancey  Street. 
Approved. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  1225  South  Fifty-eighth 
Street.  Approved. 

Private  Bridge  over  Ludlow  Street,  from  rear 
of  No.  1710  Market  Street  to  No.  1706 
Ludlow  Street.  Disapproved. 

Electric  Sign  for  Theatre  Building,  Manning 
Street  above  Broad.  Approved,  with  con- 
ditions. 

Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  1207-09  Market  Street. 
Approved. 

Temporary  Triumphal  Arch,  between  Howell 
and  Comly  Streets,  on  Torresdale  Avenue. 
Revised  design  and  location  approved. 

Station  Entrances  to  Delivery  Loop  of  Sub- 
way at  Locust  Street  and  at  Arch  Street. 
Preliminary  Studies.  Station  Entrances 
within  building-line  approved;  all  that 
would  occupy  any  portion  of  sidewalks 
disapproved. 

Temporary  Banner  over  Highway,  near 
Broad  and  Chestnut  Streets.  (Charitable 
purpose.)  Approved. 

Guard  House  and  Public  Comfort  Station, 
Palmer  Park.  Approved. 

(a)  Electric  Sign  for  Roof  of  No.  1627  Arch 
Street.  Disapproved,  as  contrary  to  law. 

(b)  Signs  for  No.  1627  Arch  Street.  Original 
or  revised  designs  and  locations  approved. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  1804  Ridge  Avenue. 
Disapproved. 


proved. 
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899  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  S.  W. 

corner  Kensington  and  Allegheny  Avenues. 
Re-substituted  Plans.  Pending. 

900  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  N.  E. 

corner  Kensington  and  Allegheny  Avenues- 
Re-substituted  Plans.  Pending. 

901  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  S.  W. 

corner  Somerset  Street  and  Kensington 
Avenue.  Substituted  Plans.  Pending. 

902  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  S.  E. 

corner  Somerset  Street  and  Kensington 
Avenue.  Substituted  Plans.  Pending. 

903  Superintendent's  Quarters,  etc..  Court- Yard 

and  Stable,  for  League  Island  Park.  Pend- 
ing. 

904  Public  Comfort  Station  at  the  Southern 

Plaza.  Pending. 

905  Workmen's  House  at  the  Southern  Plaza. 

Pending. 

906  Frankford   Elevated  Railway,  Substituted 

Plans  for  Platforms  and  Shelters,  Connect- 
ing Passages  between  Platforms  and  Sta- 
tion Buildings,  Connecting  Passage  En- 
closures, Concrete  Parapet  and  Platform 
Shelters.  Pending. 

907  Alterations  to  Medico-Chi.  Hospital  Build- 

ing, Parkway  near  Seventeenth  Street. 
Pending. 
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MEMBERS 

DURING  1919 


Hon.  THOMAg  B.  Smith,  Major^  ex  officio 
Paul  P.  Cret,  Architect        )  Terms  expire  the  first  Men- 
Joseph  E.  Widsner  j     day  of  April,  1919 

Charles  Grafly,  Sculptor    ")  .     ^,  ^ 

Eli  Kirr  Price,  Park  Com-   f  expire  the  first  Mor- 

misdoner  )  ^P'*^'  ^^^0 

Edward  T.  Stotbsbury 
John  Frederick  Lewis 
Hugh  H.  Breckenridoe, 

Painter 
Leslie  W.  Miller 
George  S.  Webster* 


} Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
day of  April,  1921 

r  Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
f     day  of  April,  1922 

Director  of  the  Department  of 
Wharves,  Docks  and  Ferries 
Director  of  the  Department 

of  Public  Safety 
Director  of  the  Department 

of  City  Transit 
Chief  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 

Bureau  of  Surveys 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  City 

Property 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  High- 
ways 

Chief  of  the  Electrical  Bu- 
reau 

Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Water 
Board  of  Recreation 
Superintendent,  Bureau  of 
Police 

During  Dr.  Cret's  absence  the  Art  Jury  had  the  assistance  of 
Ma.  MiLTOir  B.  Medart,  Ja.,  Past  Vice-President  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Architects,  as  architectural  adviser.  Dr.  Cret  returned 
in  May,  1919. 

Joseph  E.  Widener,  President 

Leslie  W.  Miller,  Vice-President 

Andrew  Wright  Crawford,  Secretary 


William  H.  Wilson* 

William  S.  Twining* 

Chester  E.  Albright* 

John  E.  Arthur* 

Fred  C.  Dunlap* 

James  F.  McLaughlin* 

Carleton  E.  Davis* 
Ernest  L.  Tustin* 
James  Robinson* 


In  accordance  with  the  law,  in  all  matters  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Art  Jury  pertaining  to  the  work  under  the  special  charge  of  a 
Bureau  in  any  other  Department  of  the  City,  the  head  of  such  Bureau 
(or  where  the  matter  comes  directly  under  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment^ then  the  Director  of  such  Department)  is,  for  the  time  being,  a 
member  of  the  Jury  ex  officio. 
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NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ART  JURY 


To  THE  HONOUEABLE  J.  HaMPTON  MoOEE, 

Mayoe  of  Philadelphia: 

Sir: — In  accordance  with  law,  I  have  the  honour 
to  present  herewith  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Art  Jury  during  the  calendar  year  1919. 


During  the  year  favourable  appreciation,  not 
only  in  Philadelphia,  but  throughout  the  United 
States,  of  the  great  work  accomplished  by  the  City 
of  Philadelphia  in  the  construction  of  the  Fair- 
mount  Parkway  became  pronounced,  owing  to  the 
completion  of  the  roadway  of  the  Parkway.  A 
careful  investigation  of  similar  municipal  under- 
takings in  other  cities  of  the  world,  during  the 
twentieth  century,  demonstrates  that  the  Parkwaj- 
has  not  been  equalled  by  any  other  city.  London 
constructed  the  Kingsway,  a  mile  in  length  and 
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100  feet  in  width;  Rio  de  Janeiro  constructed  the 
Rio  Branco,  6500  feet  long  and  108  feet  wide; 
New  York  constructed  the  Seventh  Avenue  Ex- 
tension southward,  100  feet  in  width;  Chicago  con- 
structed a  new  Michigan  Avenue  by  widening  it 
for  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  width  of  140 
feet ;  but  the  Fairmount  Parkway  is  6800  feet  long 
and  at  its  narrowest  portion  is  140  feet  wide. 

The  Fairmount  Parkway  is  not  only  an  impor- 
tant diagonal  thoroughfare,  which  would  have  jus- 
tified its  construction,  but  it  is,  in  addition,  an  ex- 
tension of  Fairmount  Park  into  the  very  heart 
of  the  City,  and,  moreover,  offers  opportunity 
for  groupings  of  public  or  semi-public  buildings 
around  three  plazas,  namely:  the  City  Hall  Plaza, 
Logan  Square  and  the  Fairmount  Plaza. 

The  Art  Jury  considered  a  number  of  minor  de- 
tails concerning  the  Parkway  during  the  year.  One 
important  submission  was  of  lighting  fixtures  for 
the  Parkway,  revised  designs  for  which  were  ap- 
proved. A  preliminary  design  for  the  Soldiers'  and 
Sailors'  Memorial  Gateway  to  the  Parkway  Gar- 
dens was  approved,  and  a  scale  model,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  design,  was  also  approved. 

Aet  Collections 
Two  magnificent  bequests  of  collections  of  works 
of  art  were  made  to  the  City  during  the  year,  one 
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under  the  will  of  the  late  William  L.  Elkins  and 
the  other  under  the  will  of  his  son,  the  late  George 
W.  Elkins.  It  is  a  gratification  that  the  City  has 
become  the  beneficiary  of  such  notable  collections 
as  these  two  as  well  as  of  the  John  G.  Johnson  col- 
lection and  the  Wilstach  collection,  thus  enabling 
Philadelphia  to  assume  something  like  its  proper 
place  among  the  cities  of  the  United  States  in  the 
matter  of  art. 

The  importance  of  the  early  completion  of  the 
Art  Museum  was  emphatically  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  City  by  the  terms  of  the  George  W. 
Elkins  will. 

During  the  year  the  Jury  approved  the  hanging 
of  a  number  of  portraits  in  Independence  Hall.  It 
also  gave  a  great  deal  of  detailed  attention  to  the 
restoration  of  paintings  in  the  very  valuable  Inde- 
pendence Hall  collection,  limiting  the  restoration, 
in  each  case,  to  real  restoration  work  and  prevent- 
ing an  interpretation  or  guess  as  to  what  the  origi- 
nal painter  might  have  intended. 


The  Art  Jury  has  considered  during  the  year 
five  war  memorials.  In  some  of  the  submissions 
cordial  approval  of  the  design  and  location  was 
warranted;  in  others,  the  necessity  of  the  case  re- 
quired vigorous  condemnation. 


War  Memorials 


Improvement  of  the  Banks  of  the  Schuylkill 
The  Art  Jury  has  for  a  number  of  years  urged 
the  reclamation  of  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill.  The 
electrification  of  the  railroads,  which  can  not  long 
be  postponed,  makes  the  work  so  much  more  easilj^ 
possible.  The  Schuylkill  is  of  just  the  right  width 
for  the  production  of  a  superb  effect,  its  width  being 
about  that  of  the  Seine  in  Paris. 


Designs  for  a  number  of  important  buildings 
were  passed  upon  during  the  year,  generally  with 
approval.  Reference  is  made  especially  to  designs 
for  Municipal  Piers,  where  the  high  standard  al- 
ready established  has  been  maintained.  The  out- 
shore  and  inshore  elevations  of  the  piers  at  McKean 
Street  and  at  the  foot  of  Christian  Street  are  un- 
equaled  elsewhere. 

In  the  same  way,  the  City  of  Philadelphia  has 
established  a  world-wide  standard  in  the  creation 
of  elevated  railroad  stations  by  locating  them  with- 
in the  building  lines  of  streets,  instead  of  over  the 
streets. 


The  Art  Jury  is  glad  to  call  attention  to  the 
bridges  now  in  course  of  construction  across  the 
Schuylkill,  one  to  take  the  place  of  the  Columbia 
Bridge,  and  the  other  to  take  the  place  of  the  for- 
mer "S"  Bridge  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 


Piers  and  Buildings 


Bridges 
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Company.  The  Bensalem  Avenue  Bridge,  across 
the  Pennypack,  just  finished,  is  another  notable 
bridge.  This  report,  when  printed,  will  contain 
illustrations  of  bridges  acted  upon  by  the  Art  Jury. 


As  usual,  a  very  large  number  of  street  signs 
were  submitted  to  the  Art  Jury.  The  Appendix 
will  show  the  action  in  each  individual  case.  We 
here  note  that,  during  the  year,  the  Art  Jury  ap- 
proved 88  designs,  approved  conditionally  14  de- 
signs, and  disapproved  14  designs. 

This  matter  of  signs  has  been  treated  by  the  Art 
Jury  not  as  an  individual  subject,  but  as  a  portion 
of  the  larger  matter  of  sidewalk  obstructions  in 
general.  In  its  Sixth  Annual  Report  the  whole 
subject  of  sidewalk  obstructions  is  dealt  with  in  a 
comprehensive  way. 

The  Art  Jury  was  urged  by  the  Chestnut  Street 
Business  Men's  Association,  some  time  ago,  to  re- 
fuse its  approval  of  overhanging  signs  on  Chest- 
nut Street.  Following  that  request,  on  November 
80,  1917,  the  Art  Jury  adopted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

"Resolved  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Art  Jury, 
no  signs  projecting  over  the  street  from  the  face 
of  a  building  should  be  approved  for  Chestnut, 
Walnut,  Spruce  or  Pine  Streets,  between  the 
Delaware  and  Schuylkill  Rivers,  or  the  intersect- 


Steeet  Signs 
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ing  streets,  between  Chestnut  and  Pine  Streets, 
and  that  no  V-shaped  projecting  sign  should  be 
approved  for  any  street 

and  the  Art  Jury  believes  that  the  time  has  come 
for  dealing  with  this  matter  in  a  comprehensive  way. 
There  is  uncertainty  in  the  minds  of  advertisers  and 


Margie  Street  Bridge.  Approved. 


sign  companies  alike  and  the  uncertainty  will  con- 
tinue as  long  as  projecting  signs  are  not  actually 
prohibited  by  law.  As  soon  as  this  is  done  and  the 
old  signs  that  project  are  removed,  it  will  be  pos- 
sible for  any  advertiser  to  erect  a  sign  flat  against 
his  wall,  without  the  fear  that  his  next-door  neigh- 
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bor  may  make  it  of  little  value  by  hiding  it  with  a 
projecting  one.  Seven  years  ago,  in  its  Report  for 
1912,  the  Art  Jury  said: 

'*The  Art  Jury  has  carefully  considered  the 
subject  of  overhanging  signs,  whether  illumi- 
nated or  not,  and  has  investigated  the  practice  in 
New  York,  Boston,  Washington,  and  the  prin- 
cipal foreign  cities.  The  Jury  has  concluded  that 
the  advantages  of  such  signs  are  greatly  over- 
balanced by  their  disadvantages.  The  danger  to 
pedestrians  from  all  signs  projecting  over  the 
sidewalk  is  one  that  cannot  be  obviated  and  is  in 
itself  a  sufficient  reason  for  refusing  permission 
for  their  erection. 

"While  illuminated  signs  add  somewhat  to  the 
light  of  the  City  at  night,  this  additional  light  is 
better  distributed  by  signs  parallel  to  the  facades 
of  the  buildings,  to  which  they  can  be  securely 
affixed,  against  the  walls.  A  continuous  series  of 
overhanging  signs  interferes  with  the  light  of  the 
street  in  the  day-time  and  reduces  the  value  of 
properties  fronting  on  the  street  because  of  the 
unattractiveness  in  the  view  along  the  street  over- 
head. This  detriment  to  the  appearance  of 
streets  is  becoming  accentuated,  as  signs  are  pro- 
jected from  building  after  building,  not  only 
from  the  lower,  but  from  the  upper  floors  as  well, 
while  one  sign  cuts  off  the  view  of  others  and  so 
diminishes  tiie  value  of  this  method  of  advertis- 
ing. A  continuation  of  the  process  will  result 
disastrously  to  the  appearance  of  the  City  as  a 
whole  and  will  be  an  increasingly  serious  menace 
to  the  lives  and  limbs  of  the  people  who  use  the 
sidewalks,  as  the  signs  become  older  and  their 
supports  rust  or  become  otherwise  weakened. 

"The  Jury  therefore  recommends  to  the  Chief 
of  the  Electrical  Bureau  and  the  Department  of 
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Public  Safety  that  all  further  permits  for  the 
erection  of  signs  projecting  over  the  sidewalk  be 
refused. 

**It  further  recommends  that  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible a  general  plan  shall  be  devised  for  the  ulti- 
mate removal  of  all  such  signs  already  erected 
and  for  the  future  restriction  of  all  private  signs 
to  those  closely  attached  to  the  walls  of  buildings 
and  parallel  therewith." 

The  Art  Jury  notes  that  down-town  Chicago  is 
almost  free  of  projecting  signs,  except  on  one  or 
two  streets,  and  that  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  has 
been  freed  of  all  sorts  of  projections,  within  the  last 
few  years.  The  brilliant  lights  along  Broadway,  to 
which  reference  is  sometimes  made,  are  in  nearly 
every  conspicuous  case  parallel  with  the  facades  of 
the  buildings. 

Billboards 

The  City  of  Philadelphia  has  wisely  spent  money 
on  its  health-giving,  open  parkways,  especially  the 
Southern  Boulevard  and  the  Roosevelt  Boulevard. 
But,  apparently,  in  the  eyes  of  billboard  advertisers, 
the  purpose  of  the  expenditure  was  merely  to  offer 
an  opportunity  for  them  to  erect  their  special  means 
of  ruining  the  landscape.  The  multiplication  of 
billboards  along  the  Roosevelt  Boulevard  and  the 
Southern  Boulevard  is  shocking  and  should  be 
stopped  forthwith.  It  can  be  stopped,  to  a  large 
extent,  under  the  decision  in  Cusack  vs.  Chicago, 
242  U.  S.  526,  which  held  constitutional  an  ordi- 
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nance  of  Chicago  forbidding  erection  of  billboards 
in  residential  sections.  A  similar  ordinance  should 
be  passed  in  Philadelphia. 

During  the  year,  Paul  P.  Cret,  Sc.D,,  was  hap- 
pily able  to  resume  his  service  on  the  Jury,  after  an 
absence  of  five  years  on  duty  in  the  French  Army. 

In  1919,  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  new  sub- 
missions were  made  to  the  Art  Jury,  and,  in  addi- 
tion, thirty-one  submissions  made  prior  to  January 
1,  1919,  were  considered.  Special  committees  also 
served  on  other  matters. 

A  list  of  all  matters  submitted  to  or  considered 
by  the  Jury  during  the  j^ear  is  appended  hereto. 

On  behalf  of  the  Art  Jury: 


Joseph  E.  Widener, 
President. 


Philadelphia,  February  2,  1920. 
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MATTERS  SUBMITTED  OE  CONSIDEBED  IN  1919 

For  action  on  submissions  made  and  finally 
passed  upon  before  January  1,  1919,  see  previous 
Reports.  The  following  list  covers  the  plans  and 
designs  submitted  before  January  1, 1919,  but  con- 
sidered after  that  date,  as  well  as  those  submitted 
during  1919,  whether  finally  disposed  of  or  not. 
Revised  plans  are  frequently  requested.  The  list 
gives  only  the  final  action,  where  such  action  has 
been  taken. 


100  [Tablet  in  Memory  of  Sailors  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
"Maine."]  Purchase  by  the  City  of  Phil- 
adelphia of  additional  tablets  made  from 
metal  of  the  U.  S.  S.  "Maine,"  or  other 
relics  from  the  "Maine."  In  view  of  the 
purchase  by  the  City,  in  1918,  of  a  me- 
morial tablet  made  from  the  metal  recov- 
ered from  the  "Maine,"  the  purchase  of 
additional  tablets  or  other  relics  not  rec- 
ommended. 

208  Annie  E.  Claghorn  Bequest  of  Paintings. 
Because  of  certain  conditions  attached  to 
the  Will,  matter  not  acted  upon. 

811  Retaining  Walls  for  Grounds  for  Philadel- 
phia Hospital  for  Contagious  Diseases. 
Approved. 


SUBMIS- 

nox  No. 
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UON  No. 

429  Re-location  of  City  Hall  Plaza  Statues. 
Recommendation  that  appropriation  of 
$50,000  be  made  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  (Bureau  of  City  Property) 
for  the  re-erection  of  these  statues  on  sites 
to  be  approved  by  the  Art  Jury — in  view 
of  the  early  completion  of  the  subway 
work  under  the  City  Hall  Plaza.  Because 
of  work  on  the  subway  under  the  Plaza, 
some  of  the  statues  were  moved  and  their 
temporary  re-locations  directed. 

464  Highway  Bridge  on  line  of  Bensalem  Ave- 
nue over  Pennypack  Creek.  Design  for 
inscription  tablets  for  the  deck  of  bridge 
approved,  with  slight  modification.  Tem- 
porary secondary  lamp-post  at  north  en- 
trance to  bridge  approved. 

661  Highway  Bridge  on  line  of  Holme  Avenue, 
over  Wooden  Bridge  Run.  Revised  plans 
approved. 

668  Pedestal  for  Thorfinn  Karlsefni  Monument. 
Design  approved. 

880  Food  Administration  Signs  for  erection  in 
City  Squares,  Entrances  and  Exits  to 
Subway  Stations,  etc.  Application  for 
continuance  of  use  of  certain  signboards 
for  advertising  purposes  refused. 

845  Frankford  Elevated  Station  at  northeast 

corner  Front  Street  and  Girard  Avenue. 
Substituted  plans  approved;  details  and 
material  to  be  submitted.  Pending. 

846  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at 

northwest  corner  Front  Street  and  Girard 
Avenue.  Substituted  plans  approved; 
details  and  material  to  be  submitted. 
Pending. 
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BIOK  No. 

857  Electric  Signs  for  Shubert  Theatre.  Re- 
vised designs  for  "Attractions"  sign  ap- 
proved; location  approved,  with  condition. 

867  Acceptance  by  the  City  of  the  Henry  B. 
Ashmead  Collection.  Disapproved. 

880  Concrete  Lamp-posts  for  the  United  Gas 
Improvement  Company.  Approved  for 
certain  locations. 

887  Electric  Sign  for  No.  2741  Germantown 

Avenue.   Approved,  with  condition. 

888  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1524  Delancey  Street. 

Approved. 

889  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1225  South  Fifty- 

eighth  Street.  Disapproved. 

890  Private  Bridge  over  Ludlow  Street,  70  feet 

west  of  Seventeenth  Street.  Disapproved. 

898  Temporary  Triumphal  Arch,  Torresdale 
Avenue,  Wissinoming.  Revised  design 
and  revised  location  approved. 

894  Station  Entrance,  at  Arch  Street  and  at  Lo- 
cust Street,  for  Delivery  Loop  of  Subway. 
Locations  which  are  wholly  within  the 
building  lines,  approved;  all  locations 
which  would  occupy  any  portion  of  the 
sidewalks,  disapproved.  Pending. 

896  Guard-house  and  Public  Comfort  Station, 

Palmer  Park.  Approved. 

897  Signs  for  No.  1627  Arch  Street.  Designs 

and  locations  for  four  bronze  signs,  ap- 
proved; revised  designs  and  locations  of 
three  other  signs,  approved. 

898  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1804  Ridge  Avenue. 

Disapproved. 

899  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at 

southwest  corner  Kensington  and  Alle- 
ys 


Digitized  by 


SUBMU- 

uox  No. 


900 
901 
902 
903 

904 
905 


gheny  Avenues.  Re-substituted  plans  ap- 
proved, subject  to  submission  of  the  de- 
tail of  the  colouring  of  the  terra  cotta  and 
tile  inserts. 

Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at 
northeast  corner  Kensington  and  Alle- 
gheny Avenues.  Re-substituted  plans  ap- 
proved, subject  to  submission  of  detail  of 
the  colouring  of  the  terra  cotta  and  tile 
inserts. 

Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  the 
southwest  comer  of  Somerset  Street  and 
Kensington  Avenue.  Substituted  plans 
approved,  subject  to  submission  of  the  de- 
tail of  the  colouring  of  the  terra  cotta  and 
tile  inserts. 

Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  Somerset  Street  and 
Kensington  Avenue.  Substituted  plans 
approved,  subject  to  submission  of  the  de- 
tail of  the  colouring  of  the  terra  cotta  and 
tile  inserts. 

Superintendent's  Quarters,  etc..  Courtyard 
and  Stable  for  League  Island  Park.  Pre- 
liminary drawings  approved,  with  condi- 
tion; detailed  drawings  approved,  with 
exception  and  suggestion  of  substitution 
of  original  design,  which  had  been  pre- 
viously approved  by  the  Jm-y. 

Pubhc  Comfort  Station  for  the  Southern 
Plaza.  Disapproved,  with  recommenda- 
tion. 

Public  Comfort  Station  (this  Submission 
formerly  designated  as  "Workmen's 
House")  for  Southern  Plaza.  Disap- 
proved, with  reconmiendation. 


HOST  No. 


906  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  substituted 

plans  for  Platforms,  Shelters,  Connecting 
Passage  Enclosures,  etc.  Disapproved. 

907  Alterations  to  Medico-Chi  Hospital  Build- 

ing, the  Parkway  near  17th  Street.  Ap- 
proved. 

908  Two  Signs  for  City  Hall  Entrances  [Tem- 

porary] Advertising  Fund  for  Jewish 
Charities.  Approved,  for  temporary  erec- 
tion. 

909  Electric  Sign  for  No.  42  N:orth  Eleventh 

Street.    Approved,  with  condition. 

910  Temporary  Banner  Across  Highway,  Lib- 

erty Building  to  Real  Estate  Building, 
Broad  and  Chestnut  Streets  [Philadelphia 
Charter  Committee].  No  objection,  with 
proviso. 

911  Electric  Sign  for  Building  at  North  Side  of 

Glenwood  Avenue  at  Tenth  Strert.  Ap- 
proved, with  condition. 

912  Footway  Shelter  Platform  at  No.  1808 

Chestnut  Street.  Approved,  with  condi- 
tion. 

913  Electric  Sign  for  No.  422  South  Fifth 

Street.  Approved. 

914  Electric  Sign  for  No.  125  South  Thirteenth 

Street.  Approved. 

915  Electric  Signs  for  No.  4585  Frankford  Ave- 

nue. Approved. 

916  Electric  Sign  for  Building  at  the  northwest 

corner  of  Windrim  and  Lindley  Avenues. 
Approved. 

917  Electric  Sign  for  No.  254  South  Fifty-sec- 

ond Street.  Approved,  with  condition. 

918  Electric  Sign  for  Building  at  the  northwest 
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■ION  No. 

corner  of  Windrim  and  Lindley  Avenues- 
Approved. 

919  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1818  Arch  Street. 

Approved,  on  condition. 

920  Electric  Sign  for  No.  2744  Germantown 

Avenue.  Approved. 

921  Electric  Signs  for  No.  252  South  Broad 

Street.  Approved. 

922  Electric  Sign  for  South  Wall  of  No.  252 

South  Broad  Street.  Approved,  with 
condition. 

928  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  Front  and  York 
Streets.  Re-substituted  Plans.  Ap- 
proved, details  and  material  to  be  sub- 
mitted. 

924  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  the 

southwest  corner  of  Front  and  Dauphin 
Streets.  Re-substituted  Plans.  Ap- 
proved, details  and  material  to  be  sub- 
mitted. 

925  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1019  Market  Street. 

Informal  submission;  disapproved. 

926  Electric  Sign  (Temporary)  for  Building  at 

the  northwest  comer  of  Eighth  and  Mar- 
ket Streets.  Revised  design  and  location 
approved. 

927  Signs  for  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  at 

Hunting  Park  Avenue  and  Twenty-fifth 
Street.  Disapproved. 

928  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1814  North  Franklin 

Street.  Disapproved. 

929  War  Memorial  for  Gorgas  Park,  Roxbor- 

ough.  Location  approved;  revised  design 
approved;  design  for  bronze  eagle  ap- 
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UOK  No. 

proved,  subject  to  submission  of  model,  or 
photographs  thereof.  Pending. 

980  Electric  Sign  for  No.  500  South  Fifth 

Street.  Location  and  revised  design  ap- 
proved. 

981  Electric  Sign  for  No.  637  Market  Street. 

Approved. 

982  Electric  Sign  for  No.  921  West  Girard 

Avenue.  Approved. 

988  Alterations  to  Residence  at  the  northwest 
corner  of  York  Road  and  the  Roosevelt 
Boulevard.  Approved,  with  exception, 
and  recommendations  made.  Pending. 

984  Public  Comfort  Station  for  Juniata  Park. 

Revised  design  approved. 

985  Temporary  Banner  Across  Walnut  Street 

from  No.  1126  to  The  Chiu-ch  House. 
["Own  Your  Home"  Campaign.]  Ap- 
proved, with  condition. 

986  Fountain  for  Horses.  North  Side  of  Hunt- 

ing Park  Avenue,  22  feet  East  of  Fox 
Street.  Disapproved. 

987  George  W.  Melville  Monument,  for  the 

Southern  Plaza.  Location  disapproved; 
new  location  suggested.  Pending. 

988  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1016  Chestnut  Street. 

Approved. 

989  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1024  Chestnut  Street. 

Disapproved. 

940  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1837  Wahiut  Street. 

Disapproved. 

941  Electric  Sign  for  No.  2  North  Fifth  Street. 

Approved,  with  proviso. 

942  Electric  Sign  for  No.  14  North  Ninth 
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Street.  Design  approved;  location  disap- 
proved, with  recommendation. 

948  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Memorial  Gateway  to 
the  Parkway  Gardens.  Preliminary 
sketches  approved,  subject  to  submission 
of  preliminary  scale  models;  the  prelim- 
inary scale  models  were  approved,  subject 
to  submission  of  larger  scale  models. 
Pending. 

944  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Platforms 

and  Connecting  Passages  for  Stations  on 
Kensington  Avenue,  at  Allegheny  Ave- 
nue and  at  Somerset  Street.  Approved. 

945  Automobile    Service    Station,  Roosevelt 

Boulevard,  Castor  Road  and  Oxford 
Pike.  Disapproved. 

946  Electric  Sign  for  No.  127  South  Twelfth 

Street.  Disapproved. 

947  Lighting  Fixtm-es  for  the  Fairmount  Park- 

way. Revised  designs  approved.  Pend- 
ing. 

948  Temporary   Viaduct   Across  Pennypack 

Park.  Plans  approved,  with  slight  modi- 
fication, as  temporary  fixtm-es;  permanent 
fixtures  to  be  submitted;  colour  of  paint 
reconunended. 

949  Electric  Sign  for  No.  715  North  Broad 

Street.  Approved,  with  condition. 

950  Electric  Sign  for  No.  242  Market  Street. 

Disapproved. 

951  Electric  Sign  for  southeast  corner  Fifty- 

second  and  Arch  Streets.  Disapproved. 

952  Electric  Sign  for  No.  2211  Fairmount  Ave- 

nue. Disapproved. 

953  Statue   of   "Victory"    [Victory  Liberty 
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Loan],  for  several  locations.  Approved 
as  a  temporary  structure,  with  condition. 

954  Reflector  and  Globe  over  Highway  at  No. 

6247  Market  Street.  Disapproved. 

955  Elk's  Head  (actual)  for  Nos.  1619-21  South 

Street.  Approved. 

956  Repainting  Walnut  Street  Bridge.  Recom- 

mendation made. 

957  War  Memorial  for  Connell  Park.  Re-revised 

plans  approved. 

958  War  Memorial  Tablet  to  Soldiers  and  Sail- 

ors of  Olney  and  Tabor.  Location  and 
revised  design  approved,  subject  to  sub- 
mission of  design  for  lettering.  Pending. 

959  Repair  Shop,  Store  Rooms,  etc.,  for  Bureau 

of  Water.  Substituted  Plans.  Plans 
considered  informally.  Pending. 

960  Fire  Escape  for  Nos.  87-39  North  Second 

Street.  Approved,  with  condition. 

961  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1215  Market  Street. 

Disapproved,  with  recommendation. 

962  Electric  Sign  for  N:o.  281  South  Twelfth 

Street.  Approved,  with  condition. 
968    Electric  Sign  for  No.  1848  Columbia  Ave- 
nue. Approved. 

964  Temporary  Banner  over  Highway  [Patri- 

otic Pm-pose]  at  No.  1211  Chestnut 
Street  to  Building  Opposite.  Revision  of 
design  requested. 

965  Pedestal  for  Washington  Statue  in  Front  of 

Independence  Hall.   Design  approved. 

966  Recreation  Pier  at  Penn  Treaty  Park.  Ap- 

proved. 

967  Temporary  Banner  over  Highway  at  Broad 
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and  Chestnut  Streets,  Liberty  Building 
to  Real  Estate  Trust  Building  [Salvation 
Army  Home  Service  Fund].  Approved, 
with  condition. 

968  Temporary   Sign  Advertising  Salvation 

Army  Home  Service  Fund,  on  Walk  of 
the  Lincoln  and  the  Liberty  Buildings- 
Approved,  with  condition. 

969  War  Memorial  for  Disston  Park,  Tacony. 

Pending. 

970  War  Memorial  of  the  National  Negro  Me- 

morial Fund  Association  to  Colored  Vet- 
erans, for  the  City  Hall  Plaza  or  the 
Parkway.  Disapproved. 

971  Electric  Sign  for  No.  263  South  Sixtieth 

Street.  Approved,  with  condition. 

972  Temporary  Banner  over  Spring  Garden 

Street,  east  of  Fifteenth  Street.  [Patri- 
otic purpose.]  Approved. 

973  War  Memorial  for  Chalmers  Avenue  and 

Twenty-ninth  Street.  Pending. 

974  Electric  Sign  for  Building  at  No.  1402 

Girard  Avenue.  Approved. 

975  Band  Stand  for  Hunting  Park.  Approved, 

with  modification. 

976  Loading  Platform  on  East  Side  of  Amer- 

ican Street,  North  of  Cambria  Street.  Ap- 
proved as  a  temporary  structure. 

977  Fire  Escape  for  Rear  of  No.  1825  Callowhill 

Street.  Approved,  with  modification. 

978  Memorial  Fountain  for  Sherwood  Recrea- 

tion Center.  Revised  design  approved; 
location  approved. 

979  War  Memorial  for  Mermaid  Lane  and 

30 


Digitized  by 


SuBxn- 
■ION  No. 


980 

981 

982 
983 
984 
985 

986 

987 
988 
989 
990 


Cresheim  Drive.  Revised  design  and  re- 
vised location  approved. 

Two  Awnings  for  the  southeast  corner  of 
Tioga  and  C  Streets.  Approved. 

Footwalk  and  Iron  Railing  for  Philadelphia 
and  Reading  Railroad  Bridge  over  the 
Wissahickon.  Revised  design  approved, 
with  proviso. 

Sign  for  No.  2022  Callowhill  Street.  Ap- 
proved, as  temporary  sign. 

Temporary  Banner  across  Rittenhouse 
Street  [Y.  M.  C.  A.].  Approved. 

Construction  Enclosure  of  Art  Museum. 
Approved,  with  provisos. 

Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  the 
northwest  corner  of  Tioga  and  K  Streets. 
Re-substituted  Plans.  Approved,  with 
modification. 

Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  Kensington  Avenue 
and  Huntingdon  Street.  Approved,  with 
modification. 

Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at 
Kensington  Avenue  and  B  Street.  Ap- 
proved, with  modification. 

Paschalville  War  Memorial,  for  Woodland 
Avenue  Side  of  Paschalville  Free  Li- 
brary. Pending. 

Platform  over  Sidewalk  at  No.  1429  Chest- 
nut Street.  Approved,  as  temporary 
structure. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  211  North  Eighth 
Street.  Design  approved;  location  dis- 
approved. 
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991  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1200  North  Fifty-sec- 

ond Street.  Design  approved;  revised  lo- 
cation approved. 

992  Temporary  Banner  over  Highway  at  No. 

1786  to  No.  1787  Christian  Street  [Char- 
itable purpose].  Approved. 

998  Highway  Bridge  on  Line  of  Oxford  Street, 
over  Connecting  Railway,  at  Thirty-sec- 
ond Street.  Approved. 

994  Cafe'  Adjoining  Belmont  Mansion,  Fair- 

mount  Park.  Preliminary  sketches  ap- 
proved as  preliminary  study.  Final  de- 
sign and  location  approved,  with  condi- 
tion. Substituted  design  approved,  sub- 
ject to  large-scale  detail  drawings  of  orna- 
mental features.  Pending. 

995  Office  Building  at  Twentieth  Street,  the 

Parkway  and  Wood  Street.  Portion  of 
plan  showing  stairs  opening  on  sidewalk, 
disapproved.  Pending. 

996  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1514  Market  Street. 

Approved. 

997  Recreation  Building  at  Chestnut  Hill  Play- 

ground. Approved. 

998  Canopy  over  Doorway,  No.  114  South  Fif- 

teenth Street.  Approved. 

999  War  Memorial  for  Franklin  Square.  Dis- 

approved. 

1000  Fire  Escape  for  Building  at  the  southeast 

corner  of  Sixth  and  Cross  Streets.  Ap- 
proved. 

1001  Municipal  Pier  No.  127,  North  Delaware 

Wharves,  at  foot  of  Allegheny  Avenue. 
Substituted  Plans  approved. 
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1002  Chemical   Mixing  and    Storage  House, 

Queen  Lane  Filter  Plant.  General  plan 
approved  preliminarily,  subject  to  sub- 
mission of  detailed  drawings. 

1003  Factory  Building,   Roosevelt  Boulevard, 

Whitaker  and  Langdon  Streets.  Ap- 
proved. 

1004  Morris  Street  Bridge  over  the  Chestnut  Hill 

Branch,  Pennsylvania  Bailroad.  Ap- 
proved. 

1005  Fire  Escape  for  No.  1483  North  Park  Ave- 

nue. Approved. 

1006  Electric  Sign  for  No.  771  South  Eleventh 

Street.  Disapproved;  suggestion  made. 

1007  Electric  Sign  for  N:os.  1221-1223  Chestnut 

Street.  Disapproved. 

1008  Street  Clock,  for  No.  1429  Chestnut  Street. 

Disapproved. 

1009  Intake  House,  Queen  Lane  Pumping  Sta- 

tion. Revised  design  approved,  as  pre- 
liminary design.  Pending. 

1010  Electric  Sign  for  No.  418  South  Fifth 

Street.  Approved. 

1011  Street  Sign-boards  and  Posts  for  Arch, 

Market,  Chestnut  and  Walnut  Streets, 
and  North  Broad  and  South  Broad  Street 
from  Thompson  Street  to  Federal.  De- 
sign and  locations  approved  for  Arch, 
Market,  Chestnut  and  Walnut  Streets; 
locations  and  revised  design  for  Broad 
Street,  between  Thompson  and  Federal 
Streets,  approved. 

1012  Fire  Escape  for  No.  180  South  Eighth 

Street.  Approved,  with  suggestion. 
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1018  Two  Electric  Signs  for  Building  at  the 
southwest  corner  of  Broad  and  Lombard 
Streets.  Approved,  with  condition. 

1014  Municipal  Pier,  No.  82  South  Delaware 

Wharves,  at  foot  of  Wolf  Street.  Ap- 
proved. 

1015  Municipal  Pier,  No.  84  South  Delaware 

Wharves,  at  foot  of  Porter  Street.  Ap- 
proved. 

1016  Sewage  Pumping  Station,  at  Penrose  and 

Island  Avenues.  Preliminary  design  ap- 
proved; revised  location  approved.  Pend- 
ing. 

1017  McKinley  Memorial.    Re-location  on  the 

Parkway.  Pending. 

1018  Alterations  to  Premises  No.  1485  Arch 

Street.  Approved,  as  temporary  struc- 
ture, with  condition. 

1019  Fifth  Street  Bridge  over  Connecting  Rail- 

way.  Approved,  as  preliminary  design. 

1020  Public  Ledger  Building,  at  Sixth,  Seventh, 

Chestnut  and  Sansom  Streets.  Approved. 

1021  Electric  Sign  for  N:o.  1608  Market  Street. 

Approved. 

1022  Electric  Sign  for  Building  at  the  northeast 

corner  Broad  Street  and  Girard  Avenue. 
Approved,  with  suggestion. 
1028    Electric  Sign  for  No.  1030  Chestnut  Street. 
Approved,  with  condition. 

1024  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1006  Market  Street. 

Approved,  with  condition. 

1025  Temporary  Banner,  near  Broad  and  Chest- 

nut Streets,  for  Charitable  Purpose.  Ap- 
proved, with  conditions. 
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1026  War  Memorial  for  Palmer  Park.  Disap- 

proved, with  recommendation. 

1027  Alteration  and  Repairs  to  Electric  Sign  on 

Adelphi  Theatre,  N.  E.  corner  Broad  and 
Cherry  Streets.  Approved,  with  proviso. 

1028  Office  Building  at  No.  1716  Cherry  Street. 

Approved,  as  temporary  structure. 

1029  Marquise  for  Nos.  722-724  Market  Street. 

Approved,  with  conditions. 

1080  Private  Bridge  Across  Schell  Street  to  con- 

nect No.  207  South  Ninth  Street  and 
property  in  rear  of  same.  Approved. 

1081  Temporary  Restaurant  Building  at  N.  E. 

Line  of  Penn  Treaty  Park.  Approved, 
with  condition. 

1082  Fire  Escape  (Connecting  Balcony)  in  rear 

of  No.  1027  Market  Street.  Approved. 
1088    Three  Private  Bridges  over  River  Road, 
1600  feet  South  of  Passyunk  Avenue. 
Pending. 

1084  Electric  Sign  for  No.  19  South  Fifty-second 

Street.  Approved,  with  condition. 

1085  The  William  L.  Elkins  Collection  of  Paint- 

ings. Pending. 

1086  Electric  Signs  (Temporary)  for  the  north- 

east corner  of  Eighth  and  Market  Streets 
and  the  northwest  corner  of  Seventh  and 
Market  Streets.  Approved. 

1087  Fountain  for  Vernon  Park,  Germantown. 

Pending. 

1088  Electric  Sign  for  No.  8528  Wharton  Street. 

Pending. 

1089  Electric  Sign  for  No.  4826  Woodland  Ave- 

nue. Pending. 
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1040  Private  Bridge  over  Clearfield  Street,  at 

Howard  and  Clearfield  Streets.  Pending. 

1041  Fire  Escape  on  Rear  of  Building  at  No. 

1225  Chestnut  Street.  Approved,  with 
condition. 

1042  Electric  Sign  for  the  southeast  comer  of 

Fifty-second  and  Sansom  Streets.  Pend- 
ing. 

1048  Electric  Sign  for  the  northeast  comer  of 
Fifty-second  and  Locust  Streets.  Pend- 
ing. 
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MEMBERS 
DURING  1920 


Hon.  J.  Hampton  Moore,  Mayor,  ex  officio 

Charles  Grafly,  Sculptor 

Eli  Kirk  Price,  Park  Com- 
missioner 

Edward  T.  Stotesbury 

John  Frederick  Lewis 

Hugh  H.  Breckenridge, 
Painter 

Leslie  W.  Miller 
(resided) 

Alba  B.  Johnson 

Joseph  E.  Widener 
(resigned) 

John  Wanamaker 

Paul  P.  Cret,  Architect 

William  S.  Twining* 


John  C.  Winston* 
Frank  H.  Caven* 
George  F.  Sproule* 

John  E.  Arthur* 
Harry  T.  Baxter* 
James  F.  McLaughlin* 
Fred  C.  Dunlap* 

James  Robinson* 
William  B.  Mills* 
George  S.  Webster* 


Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
day of  April,  1920 

Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
day of  April,  1921 


Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
day of  April,  1922 


Terms  expire  the  first  Mon- 
day of  April,  1923 


Director  of  the  Department  of 

City  Transit 
Director  of  the  Department  of 

Public  Works 
Director  of  the  Department  of 
Wharves,  Docks  and  Ferries 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  City 

Property 
Chief  of  the  Electrical  Bureau 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  High- 
ways 

Superintendent  of  the  Bureau 

of  Police 
Chief  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 

Bureau  of  Surveys 


Joseph  E.  Widener,  President  (Resigned  in  July) 

Leslie  W.  Miller,  Vice-President,  January  to  May 
John  Frederick  Lewis,  Vice-President,  after  July  21 
Andrew  Wright  Crawford,  Secretary 


*  In  accordance  with  law,  in  all  matters  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Art 
Jury  pertaining  to  the  work  under  the  special  charge  of  a  Bureau  in  any  other 
Department  of  the  City,  the  head  of  such  Bureau  (or  where  the  matter  comes 
directly  under  the  head  of  the  Department,  then  the  Director  of  such  Depart- 
ment) is,  for  the  time  being,  a  member  of  the  Jury  ex  officio. 
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TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


ART  JURY 


To  THE  Honourable  J.  Hampton  Moore, 
Mayor  of  Philadelphia; 

Sir: — ^In  accordance  with  law,  I  have  the  honour 
to  present  herewith  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Art  Jury  during  the  calendar  year  1920. 

The  effectiveness  of  the  commercial  asset  that 
Philadelphia  has  created  in  the  Fairmount  Park- 
way has  become  more  fully  appreciated  during  the 
past  year.  The  fame  of  a  city,  and  consequently 
the  fame  of  its  citizens,  depends  upon  its  progres- 
siveness,  as  evidenced  by  the  actual  construction 
of  important  public  works  that  attract  the  attention 
of  inhabitants  of  other  cities,  states  and  nations. 
It  is  safe  to  say  that  no  city  in  either  America  or 
Europe  has  constructed  so  potential  an  advertise- 
ment as  that  offered  by  the  Fairmount  Parkway. 

Photographs  of  the  routes  of  the  Parkway  and  of 
Delaware  Avenue,  before  and  after  the  opening  of 
these  highways,  are  available.  They  are  impres- 
sive examples  of  the  creative  and  constructive  force 
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of  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  who  have  along 
with  the  other  citizens  of  this  great  metropolis 
consistently  approved  loans  for  these  important 
public  works. 

A  city  is  like  a  great  merchant:  if  the  latter  would 
attract  visitors,  he  must  build  an  attractive  struc- 
ture, depending  upon  the  art  of  the  architect,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  sculptor  and  painter,  to  produce 
what  will  bring  people  to  his  store.  The  greatest 
merchants  have  recognized  this  fact  for  a  decade; 
but  cities  are  just  beginning  to  realize  that,  if  their 
citizens  would  secure  the  profit  that  comes  from 
the  money  of  tourists  left  among  them,  attractive 
cities  must  be  created.  The  mere  construction  of 
the  Parkway  as  a  highway,  without  the  planting  of 
the  gardens  and  the  final  completion  of  buildings 
along  it,  is  already  attracting  nation-wide  attention 
to  Philadelphia. 

At  its  meeting  in  February,  the  Art  Jury  ap- 
proved the  general  design  and  location  of  the  Swann 
Memorial  Fountain  in  the  centre  of  Logan  Square. 
The  fountain  has  since  been  built,  although  the 
sculpture  is  not  yet  in  place.  The  water,  however, 
has  been  turned  on  and  even  in  the  cold  days  of 
winter  the  display  has  called  forth  enthusiastic  ad- 
miration. When  the  hot  days  of  summer  come, 
the  abundant  flow  will  be  even  more  highly  ap- 
preciated. 

The  Art  Jury  approved  the  re-location  of  the 
McKinley  Memorial  on  the  Fairmount  Parkway,  in 
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the  triangle  at  the  northwest  comer  of  Arch  Street 
and  the  Parkway.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the 
original  intention  of  the  Committee  for  the  monu- 
ment. 

A  new  location  for*  "The  Pilgrim''  by  Saint- 
Gaudens,  removed  from  the  City  Hall  Plaza  to  a 
point  in  Fairmount  Park  on  the  East  River  Drive, 
opposite  the  Boat  House,  was  approved. 


During  the  year  the  Art  Jury  adopted  a  resolu- 
tion approving  the  acceptance  by  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia of  the  collections  of  paintings  bequeathed 
to  it  by  the  late  William  L.  Elkins  and  by  his  son, 
the  late  George  W.  Elkins.  These  two  very  beauti- 
ful collections  would  of  themselves  make  any  pub- 
lic art  gallery  notable.  When  in  addition  there  are 
to  be  not  only  the  Wilstach  Collection,  but  the 
John  G.  Johnson  Collection,  the  superb  oppor- 
tunity of  the  City  to  create  an  effective  magnet  for 
the  money  of  tourists,  as  well  as  an  agency  for  the 
cultural  education  of  its  citizens,  will  be  realized. 
One  of  the  most  notable  accomplishments  of  the 
Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts  has  been  its  education  of 
so  many  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  whose  collections 
to-day  are  among  the  leading  collections  of  the  na- 
tion. This  education,  however,  has  not  been  con- 
fined to  collectors,  it  extends  to  the  entire  popula- 
tion. 

The  City  has  a  further  opportunity  of  bringing 
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its  collections  of  paintings  within  easy  reach  of  all 
through  the  public  libraries  and  the  public  schools. 
In  the  case  of  the  latter,  so  great  is  the  love  and 
appreciation  of  art,  that  a  number  of  good  prints 
are  finding  their  permanent  homes  in  the  public 
schools. 


Designs  for  a  number  of  fountains  and  of  war 
memorials  in  the  form  of  tablets  or  monuments 
have  been  acted  upon  by  the  Art  Jury  during  the 
year. 

The  design  and  location  for  the  George  W.  Mel- 
ville Monument  were  approved.  It  is  placed  at  the 
entrance  to  the  small  plaza  on  the  line  of  Broad 
Street,  in  League  Island  Park,  just  in  front  of  the 
entrance  to  the  Navy  Yard. 

The  Art  Jury  also  approved  the  location  of  a 
memorial  fountain  for  Vernon  Park  and  a  substi- 
tuted design. 

Three  portraits,  by  Adolph  Borie,  of  the  Hon. 
Thomas  B.  Smith,  Ex-Mayor,  of  the  Hon.  Edward 
B.  Gleason,  former  President  of  Common  Council, 
and  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  F.  Armstrong,  also  former 
President  of  Common  Council,  were  approved. 


An  important  matter  considered  by  the  Art  Jury 
during  the  year  was  the  revised  design  for  the 
South  Street  Bridge  over  the  Schuylkill.   The  re- 
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construction  of  this  bridge  will  make  a  great  im- 
provement and  should  be  contemporaneous  with 
the  improvement  of  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill. 

The  Bensalem  Avenue  Bridge  over  the  Penny- 
pack  has  been  much  commented  upon.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  in  America. 

During  the  year  the  Art  Jury  passed  upon  no 
less  than  seventeen  submissions  having  to  do  with 
the  Frankford  Elevated  Railway.  So  much  of  that 
railway,  as  consists  of  the  single-column  construc- 
tion, is  a  matter  upon  which  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia is  to  be  congratulated.  It  has  set  a  standard 
which  will,  we  believe,  be  followed  more  and  more 
widely. 

Overhanging  Signs  and  Other  Nuisances 
The  disfigurement  of  the  central  streets  of  Phila- 
delphia, by  signs  hanging  out  over  the  sidewalks, 
has  met  a  check  in  the  passage  of  an  ordinance, 
which,  if  effectively  enforced,  will  clear  Chestnut 
Street  of  these  pests. 

The  Chestnut  Street  Association,  which  was 
formed  largely  to  secure  the  removal  of  overhang- 
ing signs,  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  its  success  in 
having  the  ordinance  passed.   It  reads  as  follows: 

AN  ORDINANCE 

To  regulate  signs  and  other  advertising  devices 
projecting  beyond  the  building  line  on  Chest- 
nut street,  between  the  Delaware  and  Schuyl- 
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kill  rivers,  and  providing  a  penalty  for  the 

violation  of  this  ordinance. 

Section  1.  The  Council  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia ordains  J  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  ordinance,  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  per- 
son, corporation,  organization  or  firm  to  place  or 
cause  to  be  placed,  or  to  allow  to  remain,  on  any 
building,  or  on  any  thing  or  structure  attached 
or  unattached  to  any  building  situated  on  Chest- 
nut street,  between  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill 
rivers,  any  sign  or  other  device  which  shall  pro- 
ject more  than  eighteen  inches  in  front  of  the  re- 
vised building  line,  as  regulated  by  the  present 
ordinance:  Provided^  That  no  "For  Sale'*  and 
"For  Rent"  signs  shall  project  at  all,  but  shall 
be  placed  flat  against  the  building. 

Sect.  2.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  ordinance  the  Department  of  Public  Safety 
shall  give  notice  to  all  persons,  corporations,  or- 
ganizations or  firms  having  or  maintaining  any 
sign  or  other  device  violating  the  above  pro- 
visions, requiring  them  to  remove  the  same  at 
their  own  expense  within  sixty  days  from  the 
date  of  said  notice;  and  thereupon,  the  said  per- 
son, corporation,  organization  or  firm  so  offend- 
ing shall,  within  sixty  days,  remove  said  sign  or 
other  device. 

Sect.  3.  That  the  Director  of  Public  Safety 
be  hereby  directed  to  have  all  signs  or  devices 
which  shall  project  more  than  eighteen  inches  in 
front  of  the  revised  building  line  on  Chestnut 
street,  between  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill 
rivers,  removed  within  sixty  days  from  the  date 
of  the  service  of  said  notice,  as  is  provided  in 
Section  2  of  this  ordinance. 


Approved  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  July,  A.  D. 
1920. 


J.  Hampton  Moore, 
Mayor  of  Philadelphia. 
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It  is  hoped  that  Chestnut  Street  will  soon  show 
the  benefit  of  the  passage  of  this  ordinance  and 
that  other  streets  of  the  city  will  likewise  be  cleared 
up.  The  opening  of  the  1926  Celebration  of  the 
150th  Anniversary  of  American  Independence 
should  see  Philadelphia  completely  freed  from  these 


Comfort  Station,  League  Island  Park.  Approved. 


obnoxious  overhanging  signs.  The  great  crowds, 
which  will  then  assemble,  should  not  be  threatened 
in  life  or  limb  by  overhanging  signs,  and  the  repu- 
tation of  Philadelphia  should  be  relieved  forever  of 
the  reproach  of  suggesting  a  middle- Western  mush- 
room town. 

The  Art  Jury  is  happy  to  note  that  Bulletin  332, 
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issued  by  the  Department  of  Public  Safety,  Bureau 
of  Police,  under  date  of  May  21, 1920,  contains  the 
following: 

"advertising  signs 

"The  attention  of  all  the  members  of  this  Bu- 
reau is  called  particularly  to  the  following  com- 
munication from  his  Honor,  the  Mayor: 

'Owing  to  the  confusion  of  authority 
with  respect  to  permits  for  advertising  signs, 
electrical  or  otherwise,  attached  to  build- 
ings, it  is  now  directed  that  all  applications 
for  permits  shall  first  be  made  to  the  Bureau 
of  Building  Inspection,  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Safety,  and,  after  being  entered  there,  shall 
be  referred  by  said  Bureau  to  such  Bureau  or 
Bureaus,  as  may  be  appropriate,  for  report 
back  to  the  Bureau  of  Building  Inspection; 
and  no  permit  shall  be  issued  by  any  Bureau 
until  it  has  been  approved  by  the  Bureau  of 
Building  Inspection  and  the  Art  Jur5\' " 


During  the  year  Your  Honour  forwarded  to  the 
Art  Jury  a  communication  from  the  Philadelphia 
Board  of  Trade,  as  follows: 

"PHILADELPHIA  BOARD  OF  TRADE 

Philadelphia, 
March  11,  1920. 

"Hon.  J.  Hampton  Moore, 

Mayor,  Philadelphia. 
My  dear  Mr.  Moore: 

It  is  in  the  hope  of  improving  traffic  conditions 
in  the  central  business  district  and  of  bettering 
civic  conditions  generally  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  urges  upon  you  the  expediency  of  securing 
the  enactment  of  municipal  legislation,  which 
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will  remove  such  obstructions  from  our  main 
thoroughfares  as  street  transparencies,  bahners, 
booths,  street  venders*  stands  and  signs,  which 
now  clutter  our  sidewalks  and  necessarily  present 
a  greater  or  less  menace  to  the  safety  of  pedes- 
trians. 

I  enclose  you  herewith  pertinent  matter  bear- 
ing upon  the  Board  of  Trade's  previous  recom- 
mendations on  this  subject. 

The  urgency  of  sucl\  action  on  the  part  of  City 
Councils  has  been  the  subject  of  similar  repre- 
sentations by  the  Board,  which  acknowledges  the 
renewed  activity  in  this  particular  as  evidenced 
by  the  Chestnut  Street  Business  Men's  Associa- 
tion. The  latter  organization's  demand,  that 
such  obstructions  be  removed  by  act  of  Council 
from  Chestnut  Street,  prompts  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  urge  the  advisability  of  including  within 
the  area  thus  restricted  that  most  congested  sec- 
tion of  the  City  north  of  Walnut  Street  to  Arch, 
inclusive,  and  west  from  the  Delaware  to  Broad 
Street,  inclusive. 

The  adoption  of  such  proposed  regulations, 
and  the  unmistakable  advantages  accruing  there- 
from, the  Board  of  Trade  feels  would  promptly 
bring  about  the  application  of  like  enactments  to 
other  sections  of  the  City. 

Knowing  that  this  subject  has  already  received 
your  attention,  and  believing  that  recent  popular 
expressions  will  serve  to  crystallize  official  senti- 
ment in  support  of  final  action,  I  remain. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Art  Jury  was  instructed  to 
state,  in  reply: 

"that  the  proposal  of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  in 
accordance  with  previous  recommendations  of 
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Yours  very  truly, 

W.  R.  Tucker, 
  Secretary. 
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the  Art  Jury,  and  that  the  Art  Jury  suggests, 
that,  if  such  an  ordinance  as  proposed  is  pre- 
sented to  the  Council,  it  should  include  in  its  pro- 
tection the  area  between  the  Delaware  and 
Schuylkill  rivers,  from  the  south  side  of  Pine 
Street  to  the  north  side  of  Arch  Street." 


There  has  been  a  dangerous  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  roof  signs  during  the  year.  These  signs  are  a 
serious  danger  in  case  of  fire.  They  are  much  more 
serious  than  an  additional  story  to  a  building,  be- 
cause in  the  latter  case,  the  firemen  can  use  the  roof 
of  the  building  to  fight  the  fire.  Roof  signs  are  also 
serious  detriments  to  commercial  success,  because 
they  detract  from  the  city's  reputation.  People  do 
not  go  to  cities,  which  are  famed  for  their  ugliness. 
They  do  go,  even  in  America,  to  cities,  which  are 
famed  for  their  attractiveness.  There  is  nothing 
that  makes  for  ugliness  more  than  signs  which  pro- 
ject over  sidewalks  or  above  roofs. 


During  the  year  1920,  the  Art  Jury  secured  the 
removal  by  the  Philadelphia  Rapid  Transit  Com- 
pany of  commercial  advertising  signs,  which  were 
beginning  to  appear  over  the  subway  entrances  and 
exits,  where  Food  conservation  signs  had  been  tem- 
porarily permitted  to  be  placed  during  the  war. 

An  example  of  the  injustice  of  permitting  mar- 
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quises  in  front  of  shops  was  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Art  Jury  during  the  year  by  a  Market 
Street  shop-keeper.  Next  to  his  shop  was  a  mar- 
quise in  front  of  a  saloon.  The  saloon  had  been  dis- 
continued and  a  competitor  in  the  same  line  of  busi- 
ness as  the  complainant  had  acquired  the  saloon 
property  and  erected  large  signs  on  the  marquise, 
advertising  his  business,  and  thereby  completely 
blanketing  the  approach  to  the  complainant's  shop. 
We  refer  to  this  specific  case  as  an  example  of  the 
injustice  of  allowing  a  marquise  anywhere  except  in 
front  of  a  railroad  station,  theatre  or  hotel,  where  it 
cannot  harm  a  neighboring  property. 

During  the  year  Mr.  Joseph  E.  Widener  and  Mr. 
Leslie  W.  Miller  resigned  from  the  Art  Jury  and 
Mr.  John  Wanamaker  and  Mr.  Alba  B.  Johnson 
were  appointed  in  their  places.  Mr.  Widener  suc- 
ceeded his  brother,  the  late  George  D.  Widener,  as 
a  member  of  the  Jury  in  June,  1912.  He  was 
elected  President  of  the  Jury  in  November,  1916. 
As  a  member  he  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  his 
colleagues  and  as  President  he  gave  much  of  his 
time  to  the  performance  of  the  public  work  in  con- 
nection with  the  office.  Mr.  Miller  was  a  member 
of  the  Jury  from  its  creation  in  1911,  being  at  first 
Secretary  and  then  Vice-President.  By  reason  of 
his  varied  experience  in  art  matters  and  his  readi- 
ness to  serve  on  committees,  he  was  of  the  greatest 
possible  help.   He  has  taken  up  his  residence  in 
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Statue  of  Thorfinn  Karlsefni.  Gift  of  J.  Bunford  Samuel.  Design 
and  location  approved  by  the  Art  Jury. 
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Massachusetts  and  will  be  followed  by  the  best 
wishes  of  his  associates. 


In  1920  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  new  sub- 
missions were  made  to  the  Art  Jury  and,  in  addi- 
tion, twenty-two  submissions  made  prior  to  Jan- 
uary 1,  1920,  were  considered.  Special  committees 
served  also  on  other  matters. 

A  list  of  all  matters  submitted  to  or  considered 
by  the  Jury  during  the  year  is  appended  hereto. 

On  behalf  of  the  Art  Jury : 


John  F.  Lewis, 
Vice-Presidsnf. 


Philadelphia,  February  7,  1921. 
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APPENDIX 


MATTERS  SUBMITTED  OR  CONSIDERED  IN  1920 

For  actions  on  submissions  made  and  finally 
passed  upon  before  January  1,  1920,  see  previous 
Reports.  The  following  list  covers  the  plans  and 
designs  submitted  before  January  1, 1920,  but  con- 
sidered after  that  date,  as  well  as  those  submitted 
during  1920,  whether  finally  disposed  of  or  not. 
Revised  plans  are  frequently  requested.  This  list 
gives  only  the  final  action,  where  such  action  has 
been  taken. 


34  Pastorius  Memorial.  Omission  of  line  of  in- 
scription on  face  of  pedestal,  which  had 
previously  been  approved  by  Art  Jury. 
Approved. 

365  Robert  Morris  Memorial.  Design  of  Bart- 
lett  Model  approved  and  general  concep- 
tion especially  commended. 

429  Saint-Gaudens'  "Pilgrim"  removed  from 
City  Hall  Plaza  to  Fairmount  Park.  Ap- 
proved. 

476  Fountain  for  North  Side  of  ^Lehigh  Avenue, 
between  Sixth  and  Seventh  Streets.  In 
1916  part  of  the  design  had  been  approved 
and  revised  design  asked  for  the  portion 
disapproved;    was  again  considered  in 


SION  No. 


ScBlflS- 
8ION  No. 


575 

776 
929 

937 
947 

985 

994 

1009 
1017 
1030 


1920  in  connection  with  Will  of  former 
applicant.  Pending. 
Highway  Bridge  on  line  of  South  Street, 
over  the  Schuylkill  River.  Revised  design 
approved,  subject  to  minor  changes. 
Overhead  arches  for  trolley  wires  and 
trolley  poles  not  approved. 

Private  Bridge  across  Delaware  Avenue. 
Design  and  location  approved. 

Gorgas  Park  War  Memorial,  Roxborough. 
Alodel  for BronzeEagle approved ;  changed 
location  approved,  with  suggestion  that 
trees  be  planted  to  provide  a  vista  through 
the  trees. 

Portrait  Statue  and  Pedestal  of  Admiral 
George  W.  Melville,  U.  S.  N.  Design  and 
location  approved. 

Lighting  Fixtures  for  the  Fairmount  Park- 
way. Full  size  drawings  for  large  and 
small  lanterns  and  posts  approved,  sub- 
ject to  submission  of  model  of  each. 

Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  N. 
W.  corner  Tioga  and  K  Streets.  Re-sub- 
stituted revised  plans  of  exterior  details 
approved. 

Cafe  Adjoining  Belmont  Mansion,  Fair- 
mount  Park.  Re-substituted  plans  ap- 
proved. 

Intake  House,  Queen  Lane  Pumping  Sta- 
tion. Final  plans  approved. 

McKinley  Memorial — ^Re-location  from  City 
Hall  Plaza  to  the  Parkway.  Approved. 

Private  Bridge  across  Schell  Street,  south  of 
St.  James  Street,  to  connect  No.  207 
South  Ninth  Street  and  property  in  rear 
of  same.  Approved. 
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1033 

1035 
1037 

1039 
1040 

1042 

1043 

1044 

1045 

1046 
1047 
1048 
1049 
1050 


Three  Private  Bridges  over  River  Road, 
south  of  Passyunk  Avenue.  Two  ap- 
proved as  temporary  structures;  the 
third  disapproved. 

The  William  L.  Elkins  Collection  of  Paint- 
ings. Acceptance  by  City  approved. 

Memorial  Fountain  for  Vernon  Park,  Ger- 
mantown.  Revised  location  and  substi- 
tuted design  approved. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  4826  Woodland  Ave- 
nue. Disapproved. 

Private  Bridge  over  Clearfield  Street  at 
Clearfield  and  Howard  Streets.  Alternate 
revised  design  approved,  with  conditions. 

Electric  Sign  for  southeast  corner  Fifty-sec- 
ond and  Sansom  Streets.  Disapproved, 
with  suggestion. 

Two  Electric  Signs  for  northeast  corner 
Fifty-second  and  Locust  Streets.  Disap- 
proved; suggestions  made. 

Temporary  Banner  over  Highway,  across 
Broad  Street  between  South  and  Lom- 
bard Streets.  No  objection. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  4531  North  Broad 
Street.  Design  approved,  with  condition; 
location  disapproved. 

Electric  Sign  for  Building  No.  4531  North 
Broad  Street.  Approved. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  219  South  Broad 
Street.  Disapproved,  with  suggestion. 

Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  1019-21  Market 
Street.  Disapproved,  with  suggestion. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  5130  Tacony  Street. 
No  action  taken. 

Illuminated  Sign  for  No.  1432  South  Penn 
Square.  Approved,  with  condition. 
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Submis- 
sion No. 

1051  War  Memorial  Tablet,  West  Wall  of  Pass- 

yunk  Library,  20th  and  Shunk  Streets. 
Approved. 

1052  Electric  Sign  for  No.  804  North  Broad 

Street.  Disapproved. 

1053  " Germantown  Overhang"  at  No.  7143  Ger- 

mantown  Avenue.  Approved. 

1054  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  N. 

E.  corner  Frankford  Avenue  and  Pratt 
Street.  Approved. 

1055  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  N. 

W.  corner  Torresdale  and  Kensington 
Avenues.  Approved. 

1056  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  S. 

E.  comer  Torresdale  and  Kensington  Ave- 
nues. Approved. 

1057  Fire  Escape  for  S.  W.  comer  17th  and  South 

Streets.  Approved. 

1058  Two  Marquises  for  N.  W.  corner  19th  and 

Market  Streets.  Plans  for  one  marquise 
withdrawn;  revised  design  and  location 
for  that  on  Market  Street  approved,  with 
conditions. 

1059  Electric  Sign  for  S.  W.  corner  Broad  and 

Vine  Streets.  Disapproved,  with  sugges- 
tion. 

1060  Private  Bridge  over  Fairhill  Street,  south  of 

Ludlow  Street.  Design  approved. 

1061  Electric  Sign  for  Dakota  Garage,  59th 

Street  above  Spruce  Street.  Disapproved, 
with  suggestion. 

1062  Fire  Escape  for  S.  E.  corner  7th  and  Race 

Streets.  Approved,  with  conditions. 

1063  Logan  Memorial  Flag-staff  for  Broad  Street 

and  Windrim  Avenue.  General  scheme  of 
altemative  design,  approved.  Pending. 
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1064  Street  Lighting  Post  for  Roosevelt  Boule- 

vard between  Whitaker  Avenue  and  Lang- 
don  Street.  Approved,  with  reservation. 

1065  Swann  Memorial  Fountain,  Logan  Square. 

Approved,  as  so  far  submitted. 

1066  Electric  Sign  for  No.  2401  North  32d  Street. 

Approved. 

1067  Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  21-23  North  Juniper 

Street.  Approved. 
10673^    Sign  and  Platform  Shelter  at  S.  E.  corner 
Broad  and  Vine  Streets.  Design  and  loca- 
tion of  platform  approved;   sign  disap- 
proved. 

1068  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1432  Market  Street. 

Approved. 

1069  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1124  South  Street. 

Approved. 

1070  Electric  Sign  for  No.  401  South  Street.  De- 

sign approved;  location  disapproved,  with 
suggestion. 

1071  Illuminated  Sign  for  Roof,  Nos.  40-42-44 

North  16th  Street.  Disapproved. 

1072  Electric  wSign  for  S.  E.  corner  Germantown 

and  Lehigh  Avenues.  Design  approved; 
location  disapproved,  with  suggestion. 

1073  Fire  Escape  for  Building  at  S.  W.  corner  9th 

and  Oxford  Streets.  Approved,  with  con- 
dition. 

1074  Fire  Escape  for  No.  25  South  Bank  Street. 

Approved,  with  condition. 

1075  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1224  North  1 1th  Street. 

No  action  taken. 

1076  George  W.  Elkins  Collection  of  Paintings. 

Acceptance  approved. 

1 077  Temporary  Changes  in  Location  of  Portions 

of  Johnson  Collection.  Approved. 
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1078  Two  Private  Electric  Lamps  for  Building  at 

N.  E.  corner  Broad  and  Chestnut  Streets. 
Approved. 

1079  Philadelphia  and  Trenton  (Pennsylvania) 

Railroad  Bridge  over  Unruh  Street,  Ta- 
cony.  Approved. 

1080  Philadelphia  and  Trenton  (Pennsylvania) 

Railroad  Bridge  over  Van  Kirk  Street, 
Wissinoming.  Approved. 

1081  Philadelphia  and  Trenton  (Pennsylvania) 

Railroad  Bridge  over  Rhawn  Street, 
Holmesburg  Junction.  Approved. 

1082  Hood  over  Door  of  Warehouse,  North  Side 

of  Glenwood  Avenue,  west  of  22d  Street. 
Approved. 

1083  Electric  Sign  for  No.  3701  Woodland  Ave- 

nue. Approved. 

1084  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1400  North  Broad 

Street.  Approved. 

1085  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1736  North  Broad 

Street.  Approved. 

1086  Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  1416-18  South  Penn 

Square.  Approved. 

1087  Street  Clock  for  West  Side  Broad  and  Ve- 

nango Streets.  Disapproved. 

1088  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  on  line  of 

Tioga  Street,  Fairhill  Branch.  Prelimi- 
nary plans  approved;  final  plans  ap- 
proved. 

1089  Canopies  over  Balconies  for  Building  at  N. 

E.  corner  Redfield  and  Chestnut  Streets. 
No  action  taken. 

1090  Partridge  Collection  of  Paintings.  Accept- 

ance of  several  paintings  approved. 

1091  Electric  Sign  for  No.  3827  Germantown  Ave- 

nue. Approved. 
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1092  Electric  Sign  for  No.  4701  Frankford  Ave- 

nue. Approved. 

1093  Electric  Sign  for  N.  E.  corner  58th  Street 

and  Baltimore  Avenue.  Approved. 

1094  Electric  Sign  for  No.  4052  Lancaster  Ave- 

nue. Approved. 

1095  Electric  Sign  for  No.  2239  Ridge  Avenue. 

Approved. 

1096  Electric  Sign  for  No.  449  South  61st  Street. 

Approved. 

1097  Electric  Sign  for  No.  142  South  52d  Street. 

Approved. 

1098  Painted  Sign  on  Wall  at  N.  E.  corner  15th 

and  Arch  Streets.  Disapproved. 

1099  Electric  Sign  for  No.  5945  Chestnut  Street. 

Approved,  with  condition. 

1 1 00  Illuminated  Sign  for  No.  633  Girar d  Avenue. 

No  action  taken. 

1101  Electric  Sign  for  No.  47  North  10th  Street. 

Approved. 

1102  Electric  Sign  for  No.  783  South  Second 

Street.  Approved. 

1103  Electric  Sign  for  No.  38  South  52d  Street. 

Approved. 

1104  Electric  Sign  for  No.  2716  Girard  Avenue. 

Approved. 

1105  Electric  Sign  for  No.  24  North  10th  Street. 

Approved. 

1106  Electric  Sign  for  No.  17  South  16th  Street. 

Approved. 

1107  Electric  Sign  for  No.  424  East  Girard  Ave- 

nue. Approved. 

1108  Marquise  for  Theatre,  Fairmount  Avenue 

and  Lex  Street.  Disapproved. 
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1109  Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  934-36  W.  Lehigh 

Avenue.  Approved. 

1110  Electric  Sign  for  Garage,  55th  Street,  West 

Side,  south  of  Chester  Avenue.  Approved. 

1111  Electric  Sign  for  No.  5208  Chestnut  Street. 

Approved. 

1112  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  S. 

W.  corner  Front  and  Berks  Streets.  Ap- 
proved. 

1113  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at 

Front  and  Berks  Streets,  East  Side  of 
Front  Street.  Approved. 

1114  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at  X. 

E.  corner  Front  Street  and  Fairmount 
Avenue.  Approved,  with  modification. 
Pending. 

1115  Powers-Weightman-Rosengarten  Building, 

fronting  on  Fairmount  Park,  north  of 
Bridge  Street.  Pending. 

1116  Balconies  (Fire  Tower)  for  Rear  of  No.  1007 

Arch  Street.  Approved. 

1117  Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  1035-37  Chestnut 

Street.  Approved. 

1118  Electric  Sign  for  No.  4413  Frankford  Ave- 

nue. Disapproved. 

1119  Electric  Sign  for  Building  at  N.  E.  corner 

Master  and  Carlisle  Street.  Disapproved. 

1120  Fire  Escape  for  Building  at  N.  W.  corner 

10th  and  Market  Streets.  Approved,  with 
condition. 

1121  Electric  Sign  for  Building  at  N.  W.  corner 

Howard  and  Clearfield  Streets.  Disap- 
proved, with  recommendation. 

1122  Electric  Sign  for  Building  at  S.  W.  corner 

Howard  Street  and  x\llegheny  Avenue. 
Disapproved,  with  recommendation. 
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1 123  Sign-board  at  N.  E.  corner  Fifth  and  Market 

Streets.  Disapproved. 

1124  Electric  Sign  for  No.  27  North  10th  Street. 

Approved. 

1125  Electric  Sign  for  No.  436  Lombard  Street. 

Approved. 

1126  Electric  Sign  for  S.  E.  corner  Eighth  and 

Chestnut  Streets.  Approved. 

1127  Reflectors  for  Roof  Sign  at  Nos.  3800^8 

North  Broad  Street.  Disapproved,  with 
suggestion. 

1128  Reflectors  for  Roof  Sign  for  Nos.  4127-29 

Lancaster  Avenue.  Approved,  with  con- 
dition. 

1129  Reflectors  for  Roof  Signs  for  Nos.  1400-2-4 

Fairmount  Avenue,  and  Nos.  1408-10 
Ridge  Avenue.  Approved,  with  condition. 

1130  Reflectors  for  Roof  Sign  for  No.  302  North 

52d  Street.  Projection  beyond  building 
line  disapproved. 

1131  Reflectors  for  Roof  Sign  for  Nos.  3020  to 

30243/^  Market  Street.  Approved,  with 
condition. 

1132  Reflectors  for  Billboard  on  Lot  at  N.  E. 

comer  Broad  and  Dill  Streets  [A].  Pro- 
jection beyond  building  line  disapproved. 

1133  Reflectors  for  Billboard  on  Lot  at  N.  E. 

corner  Broad  and  Dill  Streets  [B].  Pro- 
jection beyond  building  line  disapproved. 

1134  Reflectors  for  Roof  Sign  at  No.  227  South 

Broad  Street.  Approved. 

1135  Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  2316-18-20  North 

15th  Street.  Approved. 

1136  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1530  Market  Street. 

Approved,  with  condition. 
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1137  Electric  Sign  for  No.  238  South  60th  Street. 

Approved,  with  condition. 

1138  Two  Electric  Signs  for  No.  1218  Market 

Street.  One  sign  approved;  second  sign 
approved,  with  condition. 

1 139  Electric  Sign  for  N.  E.  comer  7th  and  Court- 

land  Streets.  Approved. 

1140  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1007  Market  Street. 

Approved. 

1141  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1035  Chestnut  Street. 

Approved. 

1142  Temporary  Banner  over  Highway,  across 

South  Broad  Street  above  Chestnut  Street. 
Approved,  with  condition. 

1143  Marquise  for  Nos.  116-18-20  South  13th 

Street.  Disapproved. 

1144  Electric  Sign  for  No.  320  Market  Street. 

Approved. 

1145  Illuminated  Sign,  with  Reflectors,  for  N.  W. 

corner  South  and  12th  Streets.  No  objec- 
tion to  design;  location  disapproved,  with 
suggestion. 

1146  Illuminated  Sign,  with  Reflectors,  for  No. 

1437  Chestnut  Street.  No  objection  to  de- 
sign; location  disapproved,  with  sugges- 
tion. 

1147  Illuminated  Sign,  with  Reflectors,  for  No. 

248  Market  Street.  No  objection  to  de- 
sign; location  disapproved,  with  sugges- 
tion. 

1148  Illuminated  Sign,  with  Reflectors,  for  No. 

942  Market  Street.  No  objection  to  de- 
sign; location  disapproved,  with  sugges- 
tion. 

1149  Electric  Sign  for  No.  4007  Market  Street. 
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Design  approved;  with  condition  as  to 
location. 

1150  Illuminated  Sign,  with  Reflectors,  for  No. 

3216  Chestnut  Street.  Disapproved. 

1151  Alterations  to  Building  Nos.  1337-39  Arch 

Street.  Approved,  except  the  marquise. 

1152  Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  521-25  South  4th 

Street.  Approved. 

1153  Electric  Sign  for  No.  31  South  15th  Street. 

Approved. 

1154  Two  Electric  Signs  for  Building  at  N.  W. 

corner  10th  and  Market  Streets.  Ap- 
proved, with  condition. 

1155  Marquise  for  No.  1626  Market  Street.  Dis- 

approved. 

1156  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1214  Market  Street. 

Disapproved,  with  suggestion. 

1157  Temporary  Electric  Sign  for  Real  Estate 

Trust  Building.  Approved,  as  temporary 
sign. 

1158  Illuminated  Sign  for  No.  1521  South  5th 

Street.  Disapproved. 

1159  Electric  Sign  for  No.  256  North  52d  Street, 

Approved. 

1160  Electric  Signs  for  No.  1023  Market  Street. 

Approved. 

1161  Electric  Sign  for  Building  at  N.  W.  corner 

York  Road  and  Nedro  Street.  Approved. 

1162  Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  21-23  North  Juniper 

Street.  Approved. 

1163  Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  3800-02  North  Broad 

Street.  Approved. 

1164  Fire  Escape  for  No.  30  South  15th  Street. 

Approved,  with  condition. 

1165  Electric  Signs  for  S.  E.  corner  6th  Street  and 
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Girard  Avenue.  Approved,  with  condi- 
tion. 


1 166  Marquise  for  Theatre  Building  at  Frankford 

Avenue  and  Sargeant  Street.  Approved, 
with  condition. 

1167  Band  Stand  for  lot  between  the  Parkway 

and  Broad  Street  and  15th  and  Arch 
Streets.  Approved,  as  temporary  struc- 
ture, with  suggestion. 

1168  Electric  Signs  for  No.  1221  Chestnut  Street. 

Approved. 

1 1 69  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Overhead  Con- 

necting Passage  between  Platforms  for 
Berks  Street  Station  Buildings  and  part  of 
Footbridge  over  Pennsylvania  Railroad. 
Approved. 

1170  Temporary  Oil-cloth  Signs  (three)  for  Mar- 

quise of  Academy  of  Music.  Approved. 

1171  Marquise  for  N.  E.  corner  Franklin  Street 

and  Girard  Avenue.  Approved. 

1172  Fire  Escapes  for  Building  at  N.  W.  corner 

8th  and  Chestnut  Streets.  Re^^[sed  plans 
approved. 

1173  Fire  Escape  for  Building  at  N.  E.  corner 

10th  and  Market  Streets.  Approved, 
with  condition. 

1174  Marquise  for  Building  at  N.  E.  corner  10th 

and  Market  Streets.  Approved. 

1175  Fire  Escape  for  Building  at  8th  and  Ran- 

stead  Streets.  Approved,  with  condition. 

1176  Sign  for  Building  at  N.  E.  corner  15th  and 

Chestnut  Streets.  Approved. 

1177  Electric  Sign  for  No.  6288  Woodbine  Ave- 

nue, Overbrook.  Disapproved. 

1178  Electric  Sign  for  No.  5100  Germantown 

Avenue.  Approved. 
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1179  Electric  Sign  for  Building  at  the  S.  E.  corner 

of  Broad  Street  and  Nedro  Avenue.  Ap- 
proved. 

1180  Electric  Sign  for  Nos.  16-18  North  12th 

Street.  Approved. 

1181  Electric  Sign  for  No.  4721  Frankford  Ave- 

nue. Approved. 

1182  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1030  Chestnut  Street. 

Approved. 

1183  Electric  Sign  for  No.  1240  South  Broad 

Street.  Approved,  with  condition. 

1184  Electric  Sign  for  Building  Nos.  1337-39-41 

Arch  Street.  Approved. 

1185  Marquise  for  Theatre  Building  on  South 

7th  Street,  above  Snyder  Avenue.  Dis- 
approved. 

1186  Illuminating  Fixtures  on  Roof  Sign-board  on 

Building  at  N.  E.  corner  Market  and 
Tenth  Streets.  Disapproved. 

1187  Illuminating  Fixtures  on  Roof  Sign-board 

on  Building  at  Woodland  Avenue,  Chest- 
nut and  33d  Streets.  Disapproved. 

1 188  Illuminating  Fixtures  on  Roof  Sign-board  on 

Building  No.  221  South  Broad  Street. 
Disapproved. 

1189  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Under  Passage 

and  Stair;s,  &c.,  &c.,  for  Station  at  Bridgj^ 
and  Pratt  Streets.  Approved. 

1190  Temporary  Banners  over  Highways  for  Six 

locations.  Disapproved. 

1191  Fire  Tower  Balcony,  Carlisle  Street  Eleva- 

tion of  Bell  Telephone  Building  at  N.  W. 
corner  Broad  and  Rockland  Streets.  Ap- 
proved. 

1192  Sign  (Cloth  Flag)  for  No.  25  North  10th 

Street.  Disapproved. 
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1193  Marquise  for  No.  4443  Spruce  Street.  Dis- 

approved. 

1194  Portrait  of  Hon.  Thomas  B.  Smith.  Ap- 

proved. 

1195  Portrait  of  Hon.  Edward  B.  Gleason.  Ap- 

proved. 

1196  Portrait  of  Hon.  Thomas  F.  Armstrong. 

Approved. 

1197  Fire  Escape  for  Nos.  1514-20  North  13th 

Street.  Approved,  with  conditions. 

1198  Sign  for  No.  702  W.  Girard  Avenue.  Disap- 

proved. 

1199  Bronze  Sign  for  Building  No.  4443  Spruce 

Street.  Approved. 

1200  Fire  Escape  for  Building  at  S.  E.  corner 

Tenth  and  Westmoreland  Streets.  Ap- 
proved, with  condition. 

1201  Marquise  for  Theatre,  Fairmount  Avenue 

near  44th  Street.  Disapproved. 

1202  Two  Wood  Signs  for  Nos.  1023-25  Market 

Street.  Approved. 

1203  Electric  Sign  for  N.  W.  corner  Delaware 

Avenue  and  Chestnut  Street.  x\pproved, 
with  condition. 

1204  Electric  Sign  for  N.  W.  corner  16th  and 

South  Streets.  Revised  design  and  loca- 
tion approved. 

1205  Electric  Sign  for  N.  E.  corner  Susquehanna 

and  Park  Avenues.  Revised  design  and 
location  approved. 

1206  Balconies  for  Fire  Tower  for  Building  at  N. 

E.  corner  Water  and  South  Streets.  Ap- 
proved. 

1207  Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Span  over 

Arch  Street,  with  Switch  Tower.  Ap- 
proved. 
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1208 
1209 

1210 
1211 
1212 

1213 

1214 
1215 
1216 

1217 
1218 

1219 
1220 

1221 


Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Under  Passage 
and  Entrance  Stairway  at  Fairmount 
Avenue  Station.  Approved. 

Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Station  at 
S.  E.  corner  Kensington  Avenue  and 
Tioga  Street.  (Re-Substituted  Plans.) 
Approved. 

Wood  Sign  for  No.  1613  Chestnut  Street. 
Approved. 

Electric  Sign  for  N.  W.  comef  13th  and 
Market  Streets.  Approved. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  (Chestnut 
Hill  Branch)  over  Carpenter  Street.  Ap- 
proved. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Bridge  (Chestnut 
Hill  Branch)  over  Pomona  Street.  Ap- 
proved. 

Fire  Escape  for  N.  W.  corner  21st  Street  and 

Ridge  Avenue.  Approved. 
Fire  Escape  for  Sansom  Street, — ^rear  of  No. 

923  Walnut  Street.  Approved. 
Municipal  Court  Group  of  Buildings  at 

20th,  Race,  21st  and  Winter  Streets. 

Pending. 

Alterations  to  No.  1718  Cherry  Street.  Ap- 
proved. 

Illuminated  Sign  for  No.  1501  North  33d 
Street,  corner  of  Jefferson  Street.  Disap- 
proved. 

Fire  Escape  for  Rear  of  No.  1607  Sansom 

Street.  Approved,  with  condition. 
Three  alternate  designs  for  Electric  Sign  for 

S.  W.  corner  Bouvier  and  Ritner  Streets. 

One  design  and  location  approved. 
Electric  Sign  for  No.  2215  North  Broad 

Street.  Approved. 
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1222  Electric  Sign  for  N.  E.  comer  Roosevelt 

Boulevard  and  Rising  Sun  Avenue.  Ap- 
proved. 

1223  Fire  Escape  for  Building  at  Snyder  Avenue 

and  Iseminger  Street.  Approved,  with 
condition. 

1224  Fire  Escape  for  No.  716  Arch  Street.  Ap- 

proved, with  condition. 

1225  Oil-cloth  Sign  for  Bingham  House  (Tem- 

porary). Approved. 

1226  Fire  Escape  for  Binder  Building,  13th  and 

Clover  Streets.  Approved,  with  condition. 

1227  Temporary  Fence  at  Penn  Treaty  Park. 

Approved,  as  temporary  structure. 

1228  Marquise  for  Hotel  Longacre.  Disapproved. 

1229  Electric  Sign  for  Garrick  Theatre,  Chestnut 

and  Juniper  Streets.  Approved. 

1230  Temporarj^  Oil-cloth  Sign  for  No.  1307 

Market  Street.  Disapproved. 

1231  Electric  Sign  for  N.  W.  corner  3d  and 

Market  Streets.  Disapproved. 

1232  Two  War  Memorials,  for  Fox  Chase  and 

Rockledge.  Locations  and  revised  design 
approved. 

1233  Replacement  of  Stone  Bowl  for  Fountain  at 

12th  and  Spring  Garden  Streets.  Sample 
of  stone  approved. 

1234  Two  Signs  for  No.  101  South  60th  Street. 

Flat  sign  approved;  projecting  sign  dis- 
approved. 

1235  Electric  Sign  for  West  Side  of  Torresdale 

Avenue  near  Longshore  Street  (Moving 
Picture  Theatre).  Approved,  with  con- 
dition. 

1236  Sign  for  Nos.  2831-39  North  Broad  Street. 

Disapproved. 
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1237 
1238 
1239 
1240 
1241 
1242 
1243 

1244 

1245 
1246 
1247 

1248 
1249 

1250 
1251 


Hood  Over  Entrance  Steps  at  Nos.  226-228 
South  Broad  Street.  Approved. 

Alterations  to  Building  No.  1411  Arch 
Street.  Approved 

Electric  Sign  for  S.  W.  corner  Broad  and 
Lycoming  Streets.  Disapproved. 

Marquise  for  Walnut  Street  Theatre.  Dis- 
approved. 

Canopy  at  No.  1325  North  15th  Street. 

Disapproved. 
Electric  Sign  foi;  No.  1221  Chestnut  Street. 

Disapproved. 

Change  of  Wording  of  Sign  and  of  Concern 
Advertised  at  No.  143  South  Broad 
Street.  Disapproved. 

Roof  and  Wrought  Iron  Railing  for  Building 
East  Side  of  Broad  Street,  North  of  Ve- 
nango Street.  Approved. 

Electric  Sign  for  Germantown  and  Girard 
Avenues.  Disapproved. 

Electric  Sign  for  63d  and  Ludlow  Streets. 
Disapproved. 

Electric  Sign  for  Majestic  Hotel,  Broad 
Street  and  Girard  Avenue.  Submission 
withdrawn. 

Marquise  for  No.  3942  Lancaster  Avenue. 
Disapproved. 

Reconstruction  of  South  Portal  of  B.  &  O. 
Railroad  Tunnel  under  Parkway  Plaza, 
Fairmount.  Approved. 

Temporary  Banner  over  Highway,  across 
South  Street,  between  15th  and  Broad 
Streets.  No  objection  to  design  or  loca- 
tion. 

Hood  Over  Entrance  to  Garage,  Navahoe 
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1252 
1253 

1254 
1255 
1256 

1257 

1258 
1259 
1260 
1261 

1262 
1263 


Street,  north  of  Springfield  Avenue,  Chest- 
nut Hill.  Approved. 
OflSce  Building  for  N.  W.  corner  Arch  Street 
and  the  Parkway.  Disapproved. 

Municipal  Pier  No.  4,  South  Delaware 
Wharves  (Chestnut  Street  Pier).  Pre- 
liminary plans  approved.  Pending. 

Waste  Receptacle  Advertising  Device.  Pend- 
ing. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  5005  North  Broad 
Street.  Approved. 

Temporary  Banner  over  Highway,  near 
Broad  and  Chestnut  Streets  for  Charita- 
ble Purpose.  No  objection  to  design  or 
location,  with  proviso. 

Temporary  Banner  across  Lancaster  Avenue 
from  No.  4018  to  No.  4023  Lancaster 
Avenue.  No  objection  to  design  or  loca- 
tion, with  proviso. 

Proposed  Return  to  Donor  of  Two  Portraits 
of  the  Independence  Hall  Collection.  Rec- 
ommendation approved. 

Private  Bridge  (Conveyor  for  Coal)  across 
Bodine  Street,  north  of  Susquehanna 
Avenue.  Approved. 

Alterations  to  College  Boat  Club-House, 
Fairmount  Park.  Approved,  colour  to  be 
decided  when  structure  is  completed. 

Two  Wood  Signs,  for  Reed  and  Franklin 
Streets,  or  at  Reed  and  Beulah  Streets, 
and  at  Rear  of  same  property.  No  objec- 
tion to  design  or  locations. 

Inspection  Shop  for  Frankford  Elevated 
Railway,  Frankford  Avenue  and  Bridge 
Street.  Approved. 

Bridge  Street  Station  and  Trainmen's  Build- 
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1264 
1265 

1266 

1267 

1268 

1269 
1270 


ing  for  Frankford  Elevated  Railway.  Ap- 


Electric  Sign  for  No.  2736  Germantown  Ave- 
nue. No  objection  to  design  or  location. 

Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Steel  Super- 
structure in  Frankford  Avenue  and  Bustle- 
ton  Avenue,  adjacent  to  Bridge  Street. 
Approved. 

Frankford  Elevated  Railway  Abutment  and 
Retaining  Walls  at  Frankford  Avenue  and 
Bridge  Street.  Approved. 

Colour  of  Paint  for  Steel  Structure  of  Frank- 
ford Elevated  Railway.  Colour  submitted 
approved,  with  exception. 

Temporary  Banner  across  Chestnut  Street 
in  front  of  Keith's  Theatre.  No  objection 
to  design  or  location. 

Electric  Sign  for  No.  4022  Girard  Avenue. 
Revised  design  and  location  approved. 

Acceptance  of  Marble  Statue  by  the  City. 
Acceptance  approved;  location  to  be  sub- 
mitted. 


proved. 


55 


V 

Digitized  by  ^ 


/Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


